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    CURIOSITIES OF LONDON EXHIBITING THE MOST RARE AND REMARKABLE OBJECTS OF INTEREST IN THE METROPOLIS; WITH NEARLY Sktg Jtos' H^rsonal 'j&ttalhdians. By JOHN TIMBS, F.S.A. [Bow Church and Cheapside, 1750.] " I'll see these things !— They're rare and passing curious."— OLD PLAY. "I walked up to the window in my dusty black coat, and looking through the glass, saw all the world in yellow, blue, and green, running at the ring of pleasure." — STERNE. " The man tliat is tired of London is tired of existence."— JOHNSON. A NEW EDITION, CORRECTED AND ENLARGED. LONDON : JOHN CAMDEN HOTTEN, 74 & 75, PICCADILLY [All Rights Reserved.]

    [image: Image 2]
  
    /vine* IMA/ KM PREFACE. IT is not without considerable anxiety that I submit to the public this enlarged edition of a Work in which are garnered many of the labours of a long life, for the most part passed amidst the localities and characteristics which it is the aim of this volume to focus and portray. The cause of the above anxiety lies chiefly in the changeful nature of the subject ; for at no period in the existence of the Metropolis have so many changes been wrought in its "scarred face," and its modern aspect, as in the Twelve Years that have elapsed since the publication of the first edition of this Work. The " Curiosities of London" originally appeared in the Spring of 1855, f in a small octavo volume of 800 pages, when it was received by the Critical Press with almost unanimous approval ; or, in some respects, an inclination to take the word for the deed, and in others to kindly regard the difficulties of the labour. In either case I am bound to be grateful. The edition, over 3000 copies, was sold within a comparatively short period, considering the character of the work, then regarded as almost exclusively antiquarian ; although the above reception induces the belief that " the Present has its Curiosities as well as the Past." The book remained for several years entirely out of print, and second-hand could only be rarely obtained by advertisement. I then resolved upon its revision, and its reproduction, enlarged and more perfect in its details than hitherto ; and the present volume of library size, 880 pages, is the result; improved, it is hoped, in the value of its contents, as well as increased in bulk. M>

  
    PREFACE. The plan and arrangement of this edition are essentially the same as those of its predecessor. The type is somewhat enlarged, and more readable ; in the quotations and descriptive details, the small but clear letter has been adhered to, so as to comprise an additional amount of exact and authorized illustrative information. Meanwhile, the extent of the more important articles has been considerably augmented, though with the requisite attention to conciseness and facility of reference. Several new articles have been added.; others have been re-written and enlarged. Correctness has been the cardinal point throughout the Work ; although the many thousand facts, names, and dates contained in this large volume will, it is hoped, be taken into account. The Preface to the First Edition has been reprinted for the sake of its explanation of the design, which I have here amplified, improved, and rendered more trustworthy as well as entertaining, by the best means and opportunities at my disposal, venerating the injunction of the old poet — "Up into the watch-tower get, And see all things despoiled of fallacies." The Annals of a great City are ofttimes to be traced in the history of its Public Edifices. In the ancient and modern Cathedral, the venerable Minster, and the picturesque Churches of the Metropolis, we not only read the history of its Architecture, but in their " solemn paths of Fame" we trace countless records of our country's greatness. The Birthplaces and Abodes of eminent Londoners are so many hallowed sites to those who love to cherish the memories of great men. The palace-prison of M the Tower " bears upon its very walls an index to most stirring events in our history. The Civic H alls of London are stored with memorials of past ages illustrating curious glimpses of manners and artistic skill in their Pictures, Plate, and Painted Glass. To trace the growth of great centres of population, from the village in the fields to a city of palaces, part of the Great Town itself, leads us through many vivid contrasts of life and manners : — from the times when Southwark was a Roman suburb ; Lambeth and Chelsea were Saxon villages; "Westminster was a u Thorny Island ;" St. Marylebone, a hamlet on the brook ; St. Pancras, in the fields ; and Finsbury, a swampy moor : all lying around the focus of Roman civilization, the City itself. Certain localities bear names which " make us seek in our walks the

  
    PREFACE. very footmarks of the Roman soldier;" whilst one of our most thronged thoroughfares can be identified as a British trackway and Roman street. Plow often upon such sites are unearthed relics of the civilization and luxury of our conquerors and colonists. The records of the Amusements of the People, and their Sights and Shows, in all ages, are richly stored with Curiosities : from the period when Smithfield was an Anglo-Norman race-course, to the waning of the last of the City pageants, Lord Mayor's Show. Old Poets and Dramatists, Travellers and Diarists, have left us pictures-in-little of the sports and pastimes, the follies and nine-day- wonders, of the " Londiners." Fitzstephen and Hentzner, Stow and Strype, Howell and Aubrey, Evelyn and Pepys, Ned Ward and Tom Brown, Gay and Walpole, have bequeathed us many " trivial fond records" of this anecdotic class. Again, how many amusing eccentricities are recorded in the lives of the Alchemists, Astrologers, and Antiquaries of Old London ! Such are the leading Archaeological features which, interwoven with the Modern History and Present Condition of the Metropolis, form the staple of the present volume. In the intermediate changes have disappeared many old London landmarks, which it has been my special object to describe : " Praising what is lost, • Makes the remembrance dear." JOHN TIMBS. HoRNSEY-ROAD, Dec. 1867. \\ — —

  
    PRE FACE TO THE FIRST EDITION, LITTLE need be said to bespeak the interest of readers in the staple of the present work — the Notable Things in the History of London through its Nineteen Centuries of accredited antiquity. Still, I am anxious to offer a few words upon the origin and growth of this volume ; and the means by which I have striven to render it as complete as the extent and ever -varying nature of the subject will allow. Twenty-seven years since (in 1828), I wrote in the parlour of the house No. 3 Charing Cross (then a publisher's), the title and plan of a volume to be called " Curiosities of London;" and the work here submitted to the public is the realization of that design. I then proposed to note the most memorable points in the annals of the Metropolis, and to describe its most remarkable objects of interest, from the earliest period to my own time,-:— for the Present has its Curiosities as well as the Past. Since the commencement of this design in 1828, — precisely midway in my lifetime, — I have scarcely for a day or hour lost sight of the subject; but, through along course of literary activity, have endeavoured to profit by every fair opportunity to increase my stock of materials ; and by constant comparison, " not to take for granted, but to weigh and consider," in turning such materials to account. In this labour I have been greatly aided by the communications of obliging friends, as well as by my own recollection of nearly Fifty Years' Changes in the aspects of " enlarged and still increasing London." " Thinking how different a place London is to different people," I have, in this volume, studied many tastes ; but its leading characteristics will

  
    PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. be found to consist in what Addison's Freeholder calls " the Curiosities of this great Town." Their bibliographical illustration, by quotations from Old Poets and Dramatists, Travellers and Diarists, presents a sort of literary chequer-work of an entertaining and anecdotic character ; and these historic glimpses are brought into vivid contrast with the Social Statistics and other Great Facts of the London of to-day. The plan of the book is in the main alphabetical. Districts and localities are, however, topographically described ; the arrangement of street3 being generally in a sub-alphabet. The Birthplaces, Abodes, and Burialplaces of Eminent Persons — so many sites of charmed ground — are specially noted, as are existing Antiquities, Collections of Rare Art and Virtu, Public Buildings, Royal and Noble Residences, Great Institutions) Public Amusements and Exhibitions, and Industrial Establishments ; so to chronicle the renown of Modern as well as Ancient London. The articles describing the Churches, Exchanges, Halls, Libraries and Museums, Palaces and Parks, Parliament-Houses, Roman Remains, and the Tower of London, are, from their importance, most copious in their details. The utmost pains has been taken to verify dates, names, and circumstances ; and it is trusted that no errors may be found in addition to those noted at the close of the volume, with the changes in the Metropolis during the progress of the printing of the work. The reader, it is hoped, will regard these inaccuracies with indulgence, when the immense number of facts sought to be recorded in this volume is considered. Lastly, it has been my aim to render the Curiosities useful as well as entertaining ; and with that view are introduced several matters of practical information for Londoners as well as visitors. JOHN TIMBS. 88, SlOANE- STREET, CHELSEA, Jan. 16, 1855.

  
    ADDITIONS, CHANGES, CORRECTIONS, $c. During the printing of the present Work (nearly 900 pages), several changes have been made in the Metropolis — its material aspect, as well as in circumstances affecting its government, &c. ; among which are the following, entitled to special note : — Page 36. — Bitnhill-eields Bueial-GBOTTND. By Act of Parliament, the management of this property has been transferred by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to the Corporation of London, who are to convert the ground into a public garden ; the Commissioners reserving the right to resume possession of the estate should their conditions be ineffectually performed. Page 37. — Bartholomew's (S.) Hospital. The question as to the election of the Presidents of the four great City Hospitals, stated at p. 37 to be then sub judice, was, in November, 1866, decided by the Court of Queen's Bench in favour of the Hospitals, the Governors of which have free choice in the election of their Presidents (see p. 436). His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales has since been elected President of S. Bartholomew's. Page 41. — Pantheon Bazaar was closed in 1867, and the building converted into a wine dep6t. (See p. 640.) Page 49. — Bermondsey Priory. See Annates Monastici, vol. hi., edited by H. R. Luard, 1866. Page 74. — Top line, for Jolliffe Banks, read Jolliffe and Banks. ^"oe 80. — The Speaker's State Coach is now kept at the Speaker's stables, Millbank. j-uije 85. — Charterhouse site and buildings are to be transferred to Merchant Taylors ; and Charterhouse to be removed into the country. Page 92. — The old print of the " Bunn House at Chelsey," measures 52 by 21 inches. Page 144. — Church of S. Allan the Martyr : the choir entirely for the parishioners. Page 153. — S. Benet's Church, Gracechurch-street, has been taken down. Page 238. — For Peckburn read Pickburn. Page 284. — Nelson Column. The bronze lions, by Landseer, on the pedestal, are described at p. 759. Page 287. — Common Council. For " the Court held," read the Court hold. Page 302. — For " Britton and Bailey," read Britton and Brayley. Page 312. — Doctobs' Commons. The buildings were taken down in 1867. Page 350. — Fleet-stbeet. No. 50, (not 13,) formerly the Amicable Life Assurance Office, is now the Office of the Norwich Union Society. Page 430. — Middle Row has been taken down. Page 469. — Gbay's Inn. For " Corner-court," read Coney-court. Page 541. — Mansion House. At the close of the International Exhibition of 1851, the Corporation of London, with a view of encouraging the growth of Art in this country, voted the sum of 10,000£. to be expended in Statuary for the Egyptian Hall ; and the Statues now in the Hall were ordered. Page 608. — Stband Mitsic Hall. For " Old," read New Exeter 'Change. Page 716. — Spitalfields. For " Lottesworth," read Loletworth.

  
    CUEIOSITIES OF LONDON. ABELPHI, THE. A SERIES of streets in the rear of the houses on the south side of the Strand, reaching east and west from Adam-street to Buckingham -street, and facing the Thames on the south — a grand commencement of the architectural embankment of the river, in 1768. It is named Adelphi (d8eX(£6r, brother) from its architects, the four brothers Adam, who built vast arches over the court-yard of old Durham House, and upon these erected, level with the Strand, Adam-street, leading to John, Robert, James, and William-streets ; the noble line of houses fronting the Thames being the Adelphi-terrace. The view from this spot is almost unrivalled in the metropolis for variety and architectural beauty : from Waterloo Bridge on the east, with the majestic dome and picturesque campanili of St. Paul's, to Westminster Bridge on the west, above which rise the towers of Lambeth Palace and Westminster Abbey ; the massive entrance and lofty clock-tower, and pinnacled and bristling roofs of the Houses of Parliament : beneath lies the river, spanned with manifold bridges. The prospect is, however, partially disfigured with huge and shapeless railway buildings. In passing through Parliament the Bill for the Embankment of part of the Thames adjoining Durham-yard, a violent contest arose between the City and the Court. The Lord Mayor, as Conservator of the river, considering the rights of the citizens exposed to encroachment, they were heard by counsel in Parliament. They produced a grant of Henry VII. of all the soil and bed of the river, from Staines Bridge to a place in Kent, near the Medway ; and showed a lease granted by them, sixtysix years before this period, of a nook of the river at Vauxhall, under which they still continued to receive rent. On the other side a charter of Charles II. to the City was produced, in which he reserved the bed of the river ; and it was contended that the City, by receiving the latter grant, abandoned the former ; that the charter of Henry VII. extended only to the soil of the river within the City and suburbs. The lease of Vauxhall was said to be a mere encroachment, and the right of the City was utterly denied. These arguments prevailed : the Bill passed both Houses: and the magnificent pile of buildings called the Adelphi was erected on the site. The brothers Adam were chosen the Court architects, through the influence of the Earl of Bute, and did not escape the satire of the day : — " Four Scotchmen, by the name of Adam, Who keep their coaches and their madam," Quoth John, in sulky mood, to Thomas, " Have stole the very river from us." Foundling Hotpitalfor Wit, vol. iv. In the centre house of the Terrace, No. 4, David Garrick lived from 1772 till his death, Jan. 20, 1779 : the ceiling of the front drawing-room was painted by Antonio Zucchi, A.R.A. ; the white marble chimney-piece cost 300J. Garrick died in the back drawing-room ; and here his remains lay in state, previous to their interment in Westminster Abbey, Feb. 1. Johnson says : " His death eclipsed the gaiety of nations f but Walpole, " Garrick is dead ; not a public loss ; for he had quitted the stage." There were not at Lord Chatham's funeral half the noble coaches that attended Garrick's ; Burke was one of the mourners, and came expressly from Portsmouth to follow the great actor's remains ; and Lord Ossory was one of the pall-bearers. Walpole writes to the Countess of Ossory : — " Yes, madam, I do think the pomp of Garrick's funeral perfectly ridiculous. It is confounding the immense space between pleasing talents and national services. What distinctions remain for a patriot hero, when the most solemn have been showered on a player ? . . . Shakspere, who wrote when Burleigh counselled and Nottingham fought, was not rewarded and honoured like Garrick, who only acted."— Letter, Feb. 1, 1779. B

  
    CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Garrick's widow also died in the front drawing-room of the same house, in 1822, at the Adelphi-terrace. The floor is now the chambers of the Royal Literary Fund Society. In another of the Terrace houses lived Sir Edward Banks, one of the builders of Waterloo, Southwark, London, and Staines bridges, over the Thames. He was one of the earliest railway "navvies," and worked on the Merstham Railway, in Surrey, about the year 1801 : by natural abilities and the strictest integrity, he raised himself to wealth and station : he died July 5, 1835. At the north-east corner of Adam-street, No. 73, Strand, Becket, the bookseller, kept shop, — the rendezvous of Garrick, who never went to taverns, seldom to coffeehouses. At No. 1, Adam-street, lived Dr. Vicesimus Knox, one of "the British Essayists ." In the first floor of the same house resided, for twenty years, in almost total seclusion, George Blamire, barrister-at-law, of very eccentric habits, but sound mind. No person was allowed to enter his chamber, his meals and all communications being left by his housekeeper at the door of his ante-room. He was found dead in an arm-chair, in which he had been accustomed to sleep for twenty years. He died of exhaustion, from low fever and neglect ; at which time his rooms were filled with furniture, books, plate, paintings, and other valuable property. At Osborne's Hotel, John-street, in 1824, sojourned Kamehameha II., King of the Sandwich Islands, and his sister the Queen, with their suites : at this time was written the song of " The King of the Cannibal Islands." The Queen died here of measles, July 8 ; and the King died of the same disease at the Caledonian Hotel on the 14th. Their remains lay in native pomp at Osborne's, and were then deposited in the vaults of St. Martin's Church, prior to their being conveyed in the Blonde frigate to the Sandwich Islands for interment. The poor King and Queen were wantonly charged with gluttony and drunkenness while here ; but they lived chief! y on fish, poultry, and fruit, and their favourite drink was some cider presented to them by Mr. Canning. In John-street also, on the north side, is the house built for the Society of Arts by the Adams, and extending over part of the site of the New Exchange, Strand. In the second-floor chambers at No. 2, James-street, lived, for nearly thirty years, Mr. Thomas Hill, the " Hull " of Theodore Hook's novel of Gilbert Gurney. Hill died ' & here December 20, 1841, in his eighty-first year, and left a large collection of curiosities, including a cup and a small vase formed from the mulberry-tree planted by Shakspeare at Stratford-upon-Avon. Neither of these, however, is the Shakspeare Cup presented to Garrick by the Mayor and Corporation of Stratford at the time of the Jubilee. This celebrated relic was bought on May 5, 1825, for 121 guineas, by Mr. J. Johnson ; and by him sold, July 4, 1846, for 40Z. 8*. 6d., to Mr. Isaacs, of Upper Gower-sbreet. The Adelphi vaults, in part occupied as wine-cellars and coal-wharfs, in their grim vastness, remind one of the Etruscan Cloaca of old Rome. Beneath the " dry arches," the most abandoned characters have often passed the night, nestling upon foul straw ; and many a street-thief escaped from his pursuers in these dismal haunts, before the introduction of gas-light and a vigilant police. ADMIRALTY OFFICE, THE, FORMS the left flank of the detachment of Government Offices on the north side of Whitehall. It occupies the site of Wallingford House, from the roof of which Archbishop Usher saw King Charles I. led out to execution in the front of Whitehall Palace, and swooned at the sad scene. Wallingford House was sold to the Crown in 1680, and thither the business of the Admiralty was removed from Crutched Friars, and Duke-street, Westminster. The street front was rebuilt by Thomas Ripley, about 1726. " See under Bipley rise a new Whitehall." The Jhtnciad, B. iii. The Admiralty is a most ugly edifice. To conceal its ugliness, the court-yard was fronted with a stone screen, by Adam, in the reign of George III. This screen is a very characteristic composition; its sculptured hippocampi, and prows of ancient vessels, combining with an anchor in the pediment of the portico of the main building,

  
    ALCHEMISTS. to denote the purposes of the office — the administration of the affairs of the Eoyal Navy. In one of the large rooms the body of Lord Nelson lay in state, January 8, 1806 ; and next day took place the solemn funeral procession, with a military force of nearly 8000 men, from this spot to St. Paul's Cathedral. The office of Lord High Admiral was, in 1827, revived, after the sleep of a century, and was conferred by patent (similar to that of Prince George of Denmark), upon the Duke of Clarence, who resided at the Admiralty. His Royal Highness was thought by the Duke of Wellington, then Premier, to have mixed up with the business of the office too much jaunting and cruising about, presenting of colours, and shows, on sea and land, " more expensive and foolish than in any way serviceable." On a long account for travelling expenses being sent in to the Treasury by the Duke of Clarence, the Premier endorsed the paper, " No travelling expenses allowed to the Lord High Admiral," and dismissed it ; when His Royal Highness retired ; the salary was 5000Z. a year. On the roof of the Admiralty Office, many years since, was placed a Semaphore (the invention of Sir Home Popham) ; the arms of which, extending laterally at right angles, communicated orders and intelligence to and from the sea-ports ; previous to which was used the shuttle telegraph, invented by R. L. Edgeworth. The Semaphore has, however, been superseded by the Electric Telegraph, of which wires are laid from the office in Whitehall to the Dockyard at Portsmouth, &c. ALCHEMISTS. SOME sixty years since, there died in his chamber, in Barnard's Inn, Holborn, Peter Woulfe, the eminent chemist, a Fellow of the Royal Society. According to Mr. Brande, Woulfe was " the last true believer in alchemy." He was a tall, thin man ; and his last moments were remarkable. In a long journey by coach, he took cold ; ' inflammation of the lungs followed, but he strenuously resisted all medical advice. ' By his desire, his laundress shut up his chamber, and left him. She returned at midnight Avhen Woulfe was still alive; next morning, however, she found him dead; his countenance was calm and serene, and apparently he had not moved from the position in which she had last seen him. These particulars of Woulfe's end were received by the writer from the Treasurer of Barnard's Inn, who was one of the executors of Woulfe's last will and testament. Little is known of Woulfe's life. Sir Humphry Davy tells us that he used to affix written prayers, and inscriptions of recommendations of his processes to Providence. His chambers were so filled with furnaces and apparatus, that it was difficult to reach the fireside. Dr. Babington told Mr. Brande that he once put down his hat, and could never find it again, such was the confusion of boxes, packages, and parcels, that lay about the room. His breakfast-hour was four in the morning : a few of his friends were occasionally invited, and gained entrance by a secret signal, knocking a certain number of times at the inner-door of the chamber. He had long vainly searched for the Elixir, and attributed his repeated failure to the want of due preparation by pious and charitable acts. Whenever he wished to break an acquaintance, or felt himself offended, he resented the supposed injuries by sending a present to the offender, and never seeing him afterwards. These presents sometimes consisted of an expensive chemical product, or preparation. He had an heroic remedy for illness, which was a journey to Edinburgh and back by the mail-coach ; and a cold taken on one of these expeditions terminated in inflammation of the lungs, of which he died. — A Century of Anecdote, vol. ii., pp. 315, 316. "About 1801, an adept lived, or rather starved, in the metropolis, in the person of an Editor of an evening journal, who expected to compound the alkahest if he could only keep his materials digested in a lamp-furnace for the space of seven years. The lamp burnt brightly during six years, eleven months, and some odd days besides, and then, unluckily, it went out. Why it went out the adept never could guess ; but he was certain that if the flame could only have burnt to the end of the septenary cycle his experiment must have succeeded." — Paper on Attrology and Alchemy, by Sir Walter Scott ; Quarterly Review, 1821. In Catherine-street, Strand, lived for many years, one John Denley, a bookseller, who amassed here a notable collection of the works of alchemist, cabalist, and astrologer. He is the individual so characteristically portrayed by Sir Edward Lytton Bulwer, in the introduction to his Zanoni. B 2 Xi

  
    CURIOSITIES OF LOXDOX. Within the last fifteen years, there has been printed in England, a volume of considerable extent, entitled, A Suggestive Inquiry into the Hermetic Mystery : London, T. Saunders, 1850. This work, which a Correspondent of Notes and Queries describes as " a learned and valuable book," is by a lady (anonymous), and has been suppressed by the author. By this circumstance we are reminded of a concealment of alchemical practices and opinions, some thirty years since, when it came to our knowledge that a man of wealth and position in the metropolis, an adept of Alchemy, was held in terrorem by an unprincipled person, who extorted from him considerable sums of money under a threat of exposure, which would have affected his mercantile credit. ALMACK'S ASSEMBLY-ROOMS, on the south side of King-street, St. James's, were built by Robert Mylne, architect, for Almack, a Scotchman, and were opened Feb. 12, 1765, with an Assembly, at which the Duke of Cumberland, the hero of Culloden, was present. Gilly Williams writes to George Selwyn : — " There is now opened at Almack's, in three very elegant new-built rooms, a ten-guinea subscription, for which you have a ball and supper once a week, for twelve weeks. You may imagine by the sum the company is chosen ; though, relined as it is, it will be scarce able to put old Soho (Mrs. Comelys') out of countenance. The men's tickets are not transferable, so, if the ladies do not like us, they have no opportunity of changing us, but must see the same persons for ever." . . . . " Our female Almack's flourishes beyond description. Almack's Scotch face, in a bag-wig, waiting at supper, would divert you, as would his lady, in a sack, making tea and curtseying to the duchesses." The large ball-room is about one hundred feet in length, by forty feet in width ; ifc is chastely decorated with gilt columns and pilasters, classic medallions, mirrors, &c, and is lit with gas, in cut-glass lustres. The largest number of persons ever present in this room at one ball was 1700. The rooms are let for public meetings, dramatic readings, lectures, concerts, balls, and dinners. Here Mrs. Billington, Mr. Braham, and Signor Naldi, gave concerts, from 1808 to 1810, in rivalry with Madame Catalan), at Hanover-square Rooms; and here Mr. Charles Kemble gave, in 1814, his Readings from Shakespeare. Almack's Rooms are often called " Willis's," from the name of their present proprietor.    Many public dinners now take place here. Almack's has declined of late years ; " a clear proof that the palmy days of exclusiveness are gone by in England ; and though it i^ obviously impossible to prevent any given number of persons from congregating and re-establishing an oligarchy, we are quite sure that the attempt would be ineffectual, and that the sense of their importance would extend little beyond the set." — Quarterly Review, 1840. b > *? Many years ago was published Almack's, a novel, in which the leaders of fashion were sketched with much freedom : they were identified in A Key to Almack's, by Benjamin Disraeli. ALDERMAN. THE oldest office in the Corporation of London, and derived from the title of the superior Saxon noble. The more aged were so called ; for aide in Saxon means " old," and alder is our word "older : " hence, as the judgment is most vigorous in persons of more mature years, the dignitary who, among the Romans, was known as " Consul " or " Senator," among us is called " Alderman." And yet, in the case of aldermen, maturity of mind is to be considered rather than of body, and gravity of manners in preference to length of years : hence it is that in the ancient laws of King Cnut, and other kings in Saxon times, the person was styled " Alderman " who is now called " Judge " and " Justiciar," as set forth in the Liber Custumarum. These aldermen, too, in respect of name as well as dignity, were anciently called " Barones," and were buried with baronial honours ; a person appearing in the church upon a caparisoned horse in the armour of the deceased, with his banner in his hand, and carrying upon him his shield, helmet, and the rest of his arms.* This gorgeous ceremonial was gradually discontinued; but the alderman still retained great state, and enjoyed special immunities. He could not be placed on inquests; he was exempt from fees on the enrolment of deeds or charters relating to himself; and any person who assaulted * Sec Liber Albus; the White Book, B. 1, Pt. 1, translated by Riley, 1861.
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    ALDEBMAST. or slandered him was liable to be imprisoned, to be put in the pillory, or to have his hand struck off. The aldermen were privileged to be arrayed, on particular occasions, in certain grand suits, lined with silk. But if a mayor or alderman gave away, or in any manner parted with, his robe within his year of office, he was mulcted in a forfeiture of one hundred shillings for the benefit of the community, without remission ; or if he wore his cloak single, or not trimmed with fur, he was subjected to a penalty. Madox says : " Alderman was a name for a chief governor of a secular guild, and in time it became also a name for a chief officer in a guildated city or town ;" and he quotes, in illustration, the circumstance of the Prior of Holy Trinity, Aldgate, becoming an Alderman of London, in consequence of the grant to that priory of the " English Knightengild." According to Norton's Commentaries on London, " there is no trace when the name of Alderman was first applied to the presidents of the London wards or guilds : the probability is it was introduced after the Conquest ; and there is reason to believe that the appellation was not used in that sense until the time of Henry IL," when Aldermen are first mentioned as presiding over guilds, some of which were territorial and others mercantile. Each has his title from his ward, as " Alderman of Cheap," u Alderman of Queenhithe," &c. ; but, anciently, the Ward was styled after the name of its alderman; as Tower Ward was called "the Ward of William de Hadestok." The present ward of Farringdon was bought by William Faryngdon in 1279, and remained in his family upwards of eighty years ; it was held by the tenure of presenting at Easter a gillyflower, then of great rarity. Among the early Aldermen we find, in the reign of Henry III., Arnald FitzThedmar, who compiled a Chronicle of the Mayors and Sheriffs of London, from 1188 to 1274, in the Liber de Antiquis Legibus, translated in 1846 and 1863. Somewhat later, we find William de Leyre, Alderman of the Ward of Castle Baynard : he had once acted as gaoler to the heroic William Wallace ; for it was in his house, situate in the parish of All Saints, Fcnchurch -street, that the patriot was confined (22nd August, 1305), the day and night before his barbarous execution at the Elms in Smithfield. Aldermen have, at various times, suffered by the caprice of sovereigns. In 1545, when Henry VIII. demanded a "benevolence" from his subjects, to defray the charges of his war with France and Scotland, Richard Read, an Alderman of London, refused to pay the sum required from him. For this offence, Henry compelled the recusant Alderman to serve as a foot-soldier with the army in Scotland, where he was made prisoner; and after enduring great hardships, he purchased his discharge by a considerable ransom. (See Lord Herbert's Life of Henry VIII.) Alderman Barber, the first printer Lord Mayor (1733), was the friend of Bolingbroke, Swift, and Pope ; and in 1721 erected a tablet to Samuel Butler, in Westminster Abbey, with an eulogistic Latin inscription, notwithstanding Butler's satiric " Character of an Alderman :" — " He does no public business without eating and drinking1; and when he comes to be a lord-mayor, he does not keep a great house, but a very great house-warming for a whole year ; for though he invites all the Companies in the City, he does not treat them, but they club, to entertain him and pay the reckouing before the meal. His fur gown makes him look a great deal bigger than he is, like the feathers of an owl ; and when he pulls it off, he looks as if he were fallen away, or like a rabbit, had his skin pulled off." The notorious Alderman Wilkes was a man of talent, though profligate and unprincipled. Alderman Boydell was a generous and discriminating promoter of the fine arts, and was honoured with a public funeral. Alderman Birch was an accomplished scholar, and wrote dramatic pieces. Alderman Salomons, who joined the Court in 1847, was the first Jew admitted to that privilege. The Aldermen form the bench of magistrates for the City : each, on his election by Wardmote, receives a present of lawbooks; and in the absence of any prisoners for examination at the Police Court in which the Alderman sits, he receives a pair of white kid gloves. The Aldermen receive no salary, but exercise many influential privileges ; their duties are onerous. Probably the history of the Court presents a greater number of instances of self-advancement than any other records of personal history. Pensions or allowances are paid annually by the Court to the widows or descendants of their less fortunate brethren. Each of the twenty-six City Wards elect?, one Alderman for life, or " during good behaviour." The fine for the rejection of the office is 500/. ; but it is generally sought

  
    6 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. as a stepping-stone to the Mayoralty, each Alderman heing in rota Lord Mayor, he having previously served as Sheriff of London and Middlesex. The Aldermen form a court, the Lord Mayor presiding ; and sit in a superb apartment of the Guildhall, which has a rich stucco ceiling, painted mostly by Sir James Thornhill ; in the cornice are carved and emblazoned the arms of all the Mayors since 1780 ; each Alderman's chair bears his name and arms : he wears a scarlet cloth gown, hooded and furred ; and a gold chain, if he hath served as Mayor. Upon state visits of sovereigns to the City, the several Aldermen ride in procession on horseback. At the opening of the New Royal Exchange, October 28, 1844, the Aldermen rode thus, wearing their scarlet gowns and chains, and cocked hats, carrying wands, and preceding the Queen's procession from Temple Bar to the Exchange. ALMONRY, THE, OR Eleemosynary, corruptly, in Stow's time, and later, the Ambry, was named from its being the place where the alms collected in the Abbey Church at Westminster were distributed to poor persons. It was situated at the east end of the Sanctuary, and was divided into two parts : the Great Almonry, consisting of two oblong portions, parallel to the two Tothill streets, and connected by a narrow lane (the entrance being from Dean's-yard) ; and the Little Almonry, running southward, at the eastern end of the other Almonry. In the Almonry the first printing-press ever known in England was set up by William Caxton : according to Stow, in an old chapel near the entrance of the Abbey ; but a very curious placard, in Caxton's largest type, and now preserved in the library of Brasenose College, Oxford, shows that he printed in the Almonry ; for in this placard he invites customers to M come to Westmonester in to the Almonestrye at the Reed Pale," the name by which was known a house wherein Caxton is said to have lived. It stood on the north side of the Almonry, with its back against that of a house on the south side of Tothill-street. Bagford describes this house as of brick, with the sign of the King's Head : it is said to have partly fallen down in November, 1815, before the removal of the remainder of the other dwellings in the Almonry, to form a new line (Victoria-street) from Broad Sanctuary to Pimlico, when wooden types were said to have been found here. A beam of wood was saved from the materials of the house, and from it have been made a chess-board and two sets of chessmen, as appropriate memorials of Caxton's first labour in England, namely, The Game and Playe of the Chesse, 1474, folio, the first book printed in England. According to a view of Caxton's house, nicely engraved by G. Cooke, in 1827, it was three-storied, and had an outer gallery, or balcony, to the upper floor, with a window in its bold gable : its precise site was immediately adjoining the spot now occupied by the principal entrance to the Westminster Palace Hotel, in digging for the foundation of which was found, at twelve feet from the surface, a statuette of the Virgin and Child, eleven inches high, carved in sandstone, and bearing traces of rich gilding. In the Little Almonry lived James Harrington, author of Oceana, in a " faire house," which, according to Aubrey, " in the upper story, had a pretty gallery, which looked into the yard (cover .... court), where he commonly dined and meditated, and took his tobacco." This " gallery" corresponds with that in Caxton's house, which we well remember : its identity has been questioned j and in one of the appendices to Mr. Gilbert Scott's Gleanings from Westminster Abbey, Mr. Burges suggests, not altogether without probability, that it was in the spacious triforiuui of Westminster Abbey that Caxton first set up his printing-press. Walcott states his " place of trade near a little chapel of St. Catherine. It is not, however, wholly improbable that at first he erected his press near one of the little chapels attached to the aisles of the Abbey, or in the ancient Scriptorium." " There is an old brick house in Tothill-street, opposite Dartmouth-street, which was probably at one time connected with the Almonry. It has upon its front, sunken in the brickwork, the letters E. (Eleemosynaria?) T. A. (perhaps the initials of the almoner's name), with, however, a late date, 1571. A heart, which is above the1 inscription, was the symbol used in the old Clog Almanacks for the Annunciation, the Purification, and all other Feast-days of Our Lady." — Walcott's Westminster, 1819.

  
    ALMONRY— ALMSHOUSES. ALMONRY, ROYAL. THIS Office, in Middle Scotland-yard, Whitehall, is maintained expressly for the distribution of the Royal Alms, or Bounty, to the poor. The duties of the Hereditary Grand Almoner, first instituted in the reign of Richard I., are confined to the distribution of alms at a Coronation. The office of the High Almoner is of a more general description. In the reign of Edward I. his office was to collect the fragments from the royal table, and distribute them daily to the poor ; to visit the sick, poor widows, prisoners, and other persons in distress ; to remind the King about the bestownl of his alms, especially on Saints' days j and to see that the cast-off robes were sold, to increase the King's charity. Chamberlayne describes the Great Almoner's office, in 1755, to have included the disposal of the King's alms, for which use he received moneys, besides all deodands and bona felonum de se. He had the privilege to give the King's dish to whatsoever poor men he pleased ; that is, the first dish at dinner, set upon the King's table, or instead, 44. per diem. Next, he distributed every morning, at the courtgate, money, bread, and beer, each poor recipient first repeating the Creed and the Lord's Prayer, in the presence of one of the King's chaplains, the Sub-Almoner; who had also to scatter newly-coined twopences, in the towns and places visited by the King, to a certain sum by the year. Besides these, there were many poor pensioners to tho King and Queen below stairs. For more than a century the office of Lord High Almoner was held by the Archbishops of York ; but on the death of Archbishop Harcourt, in November, 1847, the office was conferred upon Dr. Samuel Wilberforce, Lord Bishop of Oxford. The distribution of Alms on the Thursday before Easter, or Maundy Thursday, takes place in Whitehall Chapel ; that at Easter, Whitsuntide, and Christmas, at the Office in Middle Scotland-yard. Thus, the Royal Maundy was distributed on Maundy Thursday, 1866, in Whitehall Chapel, with the customary formalities, to 47 aged men and 47 aged women, the number of each sex corresponding with the age of her Majesty. The procession is formed in the following order : — Boys of the Chapel Royal, Gentlemen of the Chapel Royal, Priests of the Chapel Royal, Sergeant-Major of the Yeomen of the Guard, the Sergeant of the Vestry, the Lord High Almoner, the Sub-Almoner, and the Sub-Dean, six children of the National Schools, the Yeoman of the Almonry and his assistants, the Yeomen of the Guard, one carrying the Royal Alms on a gold salver, of the reign of King William and Queen Mary. A special service is then read, and after the first Anthem, \l. 15s. is distributed to each woman, and to each man shoes and stockings. After the second Anthem woollen and linen clothes are distributed. After the third Anthem, purses. And after the fourth Anthem, two prayers composed for the occasion are read, and the prayer for the Queen, when the sermon is ended. Each red purse contained the usual gold sovereign, and a further sum of 11, 10s. as a commutation in lieu of provisions formerly issued from the Lord Steward's department of the Queen's Household. Each white purse contained the Maundy coin, consisting of silver fourpenny, threepenny, twopenny, and penny pieces, amounting to 47, the age of Her Majesty. On Friday and Saturday in the previous week, and on Monday and Tuesday in the current week, Her Majesty's Royal Bounty of 5s., and the Royal alms, in ancient times distributed at the gate of the Royal Palace, were paid to aged and deserving poor who had been previously selected by the Lord High Almoner and the Sub-Almoner, from those who had been recommended by various clergymen and by other persons in London and its vicinity. The number relieved exceeded 1000 persons, among whom vory many were blind, paralyzed, and disabled, some exceeding 90 years of age. Formerly bread, meat, and fish were distributed in large wooden bowls, and the officers carried bouquets of flowers and wore white scarves and sashes ; but the earliest custom was the King washing with his own hands the feet of as many poor men as he was old, in imitation of the humility of the Saviour. The last monarch who performed this act was James II. The pious Queen Adelaide, who died in 1849, and is known to have expended onethird of her large income in private and public charity, maintained in her household an Almoner, whose duty it was to investigate all applications for the royal benevolence. ALMSHOUSES, BUILT by Public Companies, Benevolent Societies, and private individuals, for aged and infirm persons, were formerly numerous in the metropolis and its suburbs. The Companies' Almshouses were originally erected next their Halls, that the almspeople might be handy to attend pageants and processions ; but these almshouses have mostly been rebuilt elsewhere, owing to decay, or the increased value of ground in the City. Almshouses succeeded the incorporated Hospitals dissolved by King Henry VIII. Among the earliest erected were the Almshouses founded in Westminster by Lady Margaret, mother of King Henry VII., for poor women ; in one of these houses lived Thomas Barker, who aided Izaak Walton in writing his Complete Angler. They were con �

  
    8 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. verted into lodgings for the singing-men of the Abbey, and called Choristers' Rents : they were taken down about 1800. Westminster contains several of these munificent foundations : as the Red Lion Almshouses, in York^treet, founded in 1577, for eight poor women, by Cornelius Van Dun, of Brabant, a soldier who served under King Henry VIII., at Tournay. Next are, in the same neighbourhood, the Almshouses for twelve poor housekeepers of St. Margaret's, with a school and chapel — the boys clad in black : these were founded in 1566, by the Rev. Edward Palmer, B.D., many years preacher at St. Bride's, Fleet-street, and who used to sleep in the church-tower. Emmanuel Hospital, James-street, was founded by the will of Lady Ann Dacre, in 1601, for aged parishioners of St. Margaret's ; and in one of its almshouses, on January 22, 1772, died Mrs. Windimore, cousin of Mary (consort of William III.) and of Queen Anne. The Drapers' Company, in 1720, maintained Almshouses at Crutched-friars, Beachlane, Greenwich, Stratford-le-Bow, Shoreditch, St. George's-fields, St. Mary Newington, and Mile End. The Almshouses at Crutched-friars were erected and endowed by Sir John Milborn, Mayor of London, in 1521, for thirteen decayed members of the Drapers' Company (of which Sir John was several years Master), or bedemen, who daily prayed at the tomb of their benefactor, in the adjoining church. The stone carving of the Assumption of the Virgin, over the Tudor gateway leading towards the pleasant little garden, — the shields with heraldic devices, — the old-fashioned roof, and dark, rich, red-coloured brickwork, — formed a picturewell remembered; taken down 1862. The Almshouses and School-house at Mile End were built in 1735, with the illgotten fortune bequeathed by Francis Bancroft, grandson of Archbishop Bancroft, and an officer of the Lord Mayor's Court; and so hated for his mercenary and oppressive practices, that at his funeral, a mob, for very joy, rang the church-bells of St. Helen's, Bishopsgate, where a monument to his memory had been erected in his life-time. The almsmen are twenty-four poor old members of the Drapers' Company ; and the School boards, clothes, educates, and apprentices 100 boys. The Trinity Almshouses, in the Mile End-road, were erected by the Corporation of the Trinity House, in 1695, for decayed masters and commanders of ships, mates, and pilots, and their wives or widows. The thirty houses have characteristic shipping on their roofs ; there is a chapel, and on the green is a statue of Captain Robert Sandes, a benefactor to the establishment; he died 1721. The Salters' Company had Almshouses for their decayed brethren in Monkwellstreet and Bow-lane ; in 1864, they were rebuilt, at Watford, Herts, at a cost of 8000/., besides that of the site and adjacent grounds. Traditionally, we owe the foundation of Dame Owen's School and Almshouses, at Islington, to Archery. In 1610, this rich brewer's widow, in passing along St. Johnstreet-road, then Hermitage-fields, was struck by a truant arrow, and narrowly escaped " braining ;" and the grateful lady, thinking such close shooting dangerous, in commemoration of her providential escape, built, in 1613, a Free School and ten Almshouses upon the scene of her adventure. Since 1839 they have been handsomely rebuilt by the Brewers' Company, trustees for the Charity. Whittington's College, or Almshouses, founded in 1621, on College-hill, were rebuilt by the Mercers' Company, at the foot of Highgate-hill, about 1826; cost 20,000/. Upon the old site, College-hill, was built the Mercers' Schools. The Fishmongers' Company's Almshouses, or St. Peter's Hospital, Newington Butts, founded 1618, consisted of three courts, dining-hall, and chapel : they were rebuilt on Wandsworth Common, in 1850; cost 25,000/. Edward Alleyn, the distinguished actor, and friend of Ben Jonson and Shakspeare, besides founding Duhvich College, built and endowed three sets of Almshouses in the metropolis : in Lamb-alley, Bishopsgate-street ; in Bath-street, St. Luke's ; and in Soapyard, Southwark. Of the Bath-street Almshouses, the first brick was laid by Alleyn himself, July 13, 1620 ; they were rebuilt in 1707. Cure's College, in Deadman's-place, Southwark, was founded in 1584, by Thomas Cure, saddler to King Edward VI. and the Queens Mary and Elizabeth, for 16 poor pensioners, with 20d. a week ; president, the Chief Justice of the Common Pleas for the time being. The College has been rebuilt.

  
    AMUSEMENTS. The East India Almshouses, Poplar, were established at the granting of the first charter, in the 17th century, for widows of mates and seamen dying in the Company's service. There are also houses, with gardens, for the widows of captains, receiving pensions of from 30?. to 80?. yearly. In Bath-street, City-road, are Almshouses for poor descendants of French Protestant Refugees, founded in 1708, after the revocation of the edict of Nantes. The Goldsmiths' Company have Almshouses at Woolwich, Acton, and Hackney ; each house has its little garden. The Clock and Watchmakers' Asylum was founded in 1857 at Colney Hatch. At Hoston, are the Haberdashers' Company's Almshouses, founded by Robert Aske, in 1692, for poor men of the Company, and boys ; here is a statne of the founder. Morden College, Blackheath, was founded by Sir John Morden, in 1695, for decayed merchants, each 72?. a year, with coals, candles, washing-bath, medical and clerical attendance. The chapel has some fine carvings, reputed to be by Gibbons. Norfolk Almshouses, or Trinity Hospital, Greenwich, is an Elizabethan building, founded by Henry, Earl of Northampton, 1613. The Trustees were the Mercers' Company ; revenue, 12,000?. a year. Surrey Chapel Almshouses, erected 1811, were founded and principally endowed by the Rev. Rowland Hill, for twenty-three destitute females. The Marylebone Almshouses, built in St. John's-wood-terrace, Regent's-park, in 1836, originated in a legacy of 500?. from Count Woronzow; the site being leased for ninety-nine years, at a pepper-corn rent, by Colonel Eyre, who is also entitled to two presentations to the Charity. The London Almshouses were erected by subscription, at Brixton, in 1833, to commemorate the passing of the Reform Bill, instead of by illumination. The King William Naval Asylum, at Penge, opened 1849, for the widows of Commanders, Lieutenants, Masters and Pursers in the Royal Navy, was founded by Queen Adelaide, to the memory of King William IV. The Dramatic College has its retreat " for poor players," a central hall, residences, and external cloisters, in the Tudor style, at Maybury, in Surrey. Recently also have been erected Almshouses for the parishes of St. Pancras, St. Martin, and Shoreditch. For Bootmakers, Mortlake ; Pawnbrokers, Forest-gate ; Booksellers, King's Langley; Aged Pilgrims, Edgware-road ; Butchers, Walhamgreen ; Bookbinders, Ball's-pond ; Printers, Wood-green ; Tailors (journeymen), Haverstock-hill; and Poulterers and Fishmongers, Southgate; besides many others provided by Companies ; and Provident, Trades, and other societies, for decayed members. The Almshouses erected of late years are mostly picturesque buildings, in the old English style, with gables, turrets, and twisted chimney-shafts, of red brick, with handsome stone dressings. In Weale's London Exhibited in 1851 will be found a more copious List of Almshouses (pp. 214 — 219) than the above. AMUSEMENTS. ARCHERY is mentioned among the summer pastimes of the London youth by Fitzstephen, who wrote in the reign of Henry II.; and the repeated statutes from the 13th to the 16th centuries, enforcing the use of the Bow, invariably ordered the holidays to be passed in its exercise. Finsbury appears to have been a very early locality for Archery ; for in the reign of Edward I. there was formed a society entitled the Archers of Finsbury. Here, in the reign of Henry VII., all the gardens were destroyed by law, " and of them was made a plain field for archers to shoot in ;" this being the early appropriation of what is now called " the Artillery Ground." There is also preserved a MS. enumeration of the Archers' Marks in Finsbury Fields, compiled in 1601 : it gives, in flight shooting, nineteen score as the distance between Allhollows and Daie's Deed marks. Indeed, Miss Banks, Sir Joseph's daughter, an enthusiastic lover of the bow, has left a MS. note that a friend, Mr. Bates, often shot eighteen score in Finsbury Fields ; the length of the plain being about one mile, and the breadth three-quarters. Among the curious books on Archery are the Ayme for Finsburie Archers, 1628 ; and the Ayme for the Archers of St. George's Fields, 1664.

  
    10 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Henry VIII. shot with the longhow as well as any of his guards : he chartered a society for shooting ; and jocosely dignified a successful archer as Duke of Shoreditch, at which place his Grace resided. This title was long preserved by the Captain of the London Archers, who used to summon the officers of his several divisions under the titles of Marquis of Barlo, of Clerkenwell, of Islington, of Hoxton, of Shacklewell, &.c, Earl of Pancras, &c. We read of a grand pageant in this reign, of three thousand archers, guarded by whifflers and billmen, pages and footmen, proceeding from Merchant Taylors' Hall, through Broad-street, the residence of their captain ; thence into Moorfields by Finsbury, and so on to Smithfield, where they performed evolutions, and shot at a target for honour. Edward VI. was fond of Archery ; in his reign the scholars of St. Bartholomew, who held their disputations in cloisters, were rewarded with a bow and silver arrows. Stow (who died in 1605) informs us, that before his time it bad been customary at Bartholomew-tide for the Lord Mayor, with the sheriffs and aldermen, to go into the fields at Finsbury, where the citizens were assembled, and shoot at the standard with broad and flight arrows for games, which were continued for several days. Charles I. was an excellent archer, and forbade by proclamation the inclosure of shooting-grounds near London. Archery, however, seems then to have soon fallen into disrepute. Sir William Davenant, in a mock poem, entitled The Long Vacation in London, describes idle attorneys and proctors making matches in Finsbury Fields :— " With loynes in canvas bow-case tied, Where arrows stick with mickle pride; Like ghosts of Adam Bell and Clymme, Sol sets — for fear they'll shoot at him ?" Pepys records, in his Diary, that, when a boy, he used to shoot with his bow and arrows in the fields of Kingsland. In the reign of Henry VIII., a shout through the City of "Shovels and spades ! Shovels and spades I" assembled a band of 'prentice lads, who speedily levelled the hedges, dykes, and garden-houses, by which trespassers had encroached on the shootingfields. Even as late as 1786, the Artillery Company, preceded by a detachment of their pioneers, marched over Finsbury, pulling down the fences again illegally erected. The brick wall enclosing a lead-mill was also attacked ; but, on the entreaty of the proprietor, the Hon. Company ordered it to be spared, contenting themselves with directing one of their archers to shoot an arrow over it, in token of their prescriptive right. —Proc. Soc. Antiquaries, London, vol. iv. No. 47. In 1781, the remains of the " Old Finsbury Archers " established the Toxophilite Society, at Leicester House, then in Leicester Fields. They held their meetings in Bloomsbury Fields, behind the present site of Gower-street ; here, in 1794, the Turkish Ambassador's secretary shot, with a bow and arrow, 482 yards. In about twenty-five years they removed on " target days" to Highbury Barn ; from thence to Bayswater ; and in 1834, to the Inner Circle, Regent's Park, where they have a rustic lodge, and between five and six acres of ground. The Society consisted in 1850 of 100 members ; terms, hi. annually, entrance-fee 51., and other expenses : they possess the original silver badge of the old Finsbury Archers. They meet every Friday during the Spring and Summer ; the shooting is at 60, 80, and 100 yards ; and many prizes are shot for during the season ; Prince Albert was patron. The most numerous Society of the kind now existing is, however, "The Royal Company of Archers, the Queen's body-guard of Scotland," whose captain-general, the Duke of Buccleuch, rode in the coronation procession of Queen Victoria. In 1849, the Society of Cantelows Archers was established ; their shooting-ground is at Camden-square, Camden New Town ; the prize, a large silver medal. There was a fine display of Archery at the Fete of the Scottish Society of London, in Holland Park, Kensington, June 20, 21, 1849, when 300/.-worth of prize plate was shot for. BALtAD-SiNGiNG, the vestige of the minstrelsy which Cromwell, in 1656, silenced for a time, was common in the last century. " The Blind Beggar " had conferred poetic celebrity upon Bethnal Green ; " Black-eyed Susan," and " 'Twas when the seas were roaring," were the lyrics that landsmen delighted to sing of the sea ; and " Jemmy Dawson " (set to music by Dr. Arne) grew into historic fame elsewhere than

  
    AMUSEMENTS. H on the scene of the tragedy, Kennington Common. To these succeeded the sea-songs of Charles Dibdin, which were commonly sung about the streets by the very tars who had first felt their patriotic inspiration : a sailor, who wore a model of the brig Nelson upon his hat, long maintained his vocal celebrity upon Tower-hill. Hogarth, in his " Wedding of the Industrious Apprentice," has painted the famous ballad-singer " Philip in the Tub f and Gravelot, a portrait-painter in the Strand, had several sittings from ballad-singers. The great factory of the ballads was long Seven Dials, where Pitts employed Corcoran, and was the patron of " slender Ben" and " over-headand-ears Nic." Among its earlier lyrists were " Tottenham Court Meg," the " Balladsinging Cobler," and " oulde Guy, the poet." Mr. Catnach, another noted printer of ballads, lived in Seven Dials ; and at his death, left a considerable fortune. He was the first ballad-printer who published yards of song." for one penny, in former davs the price of a single ballad ; and here he accumulated the largest stock on record of whole sheets, last-dying speeches, ballads, and other wares of the Hying stationers. Another noted ballad-printer and ballad-monger kept shop in Long-lane, Smithfield. Bear and Bull Baiting. — A map of London, three centuries ago, gives the " Spitel Field" for archers ; " Fynsburie Fyeld," with " Dogge's House," for the citizens to hunt in ; " Moore Fyeld," with marks, as if used by clothiers ; " the Banck" by the side of the river; " tlie Bolle Bating Theatre," near the "Beare Baitynge House," nigh where London Bridge now commences. Pepys describes a visit to the " beare-garden" in 1G66, where he saw " some good sport of the bull's tossing of the dogs, one into the very boxes. But it is a very rude and nasty pleasure." Hockley in-the-hole, Clerkenwell, was styled " His Majesty's Bear-Garden" in 1700, and was the scene of bull and bear-baiting, wrestling, and boxing ; but it was neglected for Figg's Amphitheatre, in Oxford-road : " Long liv'd the great Figtr, by the prize-fighting swains Sole monarch acknowledged of Marybone plains." At Tothill Fields, Westminster, was in 1793, a noted bear-garden, a portion of which now forms Vincent-square ; and bear-baiting and rat-hunting lingered in their Westminster haunts longer than elsewhere. Bowls was formerly a popular game in the metropolis: it succeeded archery before Stow's time, when many gardens of the City and its suburbs were converted into bowling-alleys ; our author, in 1579, wrote : — " Common bowling-alleyes are privy mothes that eat up the credit of many idle citizens, whose gaynes at home are not able to weigh downe theyr losses abroad;" elsewhere he says: — "Our bowes are turned into bowls." The game of bowls, however, is as old as the 13th century, and in the country was played upon greens ; but the alleys required less room, and were covered over, so that the game could be played therein all weathers, whence they became greatly multiplied in London. Bowls was played by Henry VIII., who added to Whitehall " tennise-courtes, lotvling-alleys. and a cock-pit." . Spring Garden, Charing-cross, had its ordinary and bowling-green kept by a servant of Charles the First's Court ; and Piccadilly Hall, at the corner of Windmill-street and Coventry-street, had its upper and lower bowling-greens. The grave John Locke, in one of his private journals (1679), records " bowling at Marebone and Putney by persons of quality ; wrestling in Lincoln's Inn Fields on summer evenings ; bear and bull baiting at the Bear-Garden ; shooting in the long-bow and stob-ball in Tothill Fields." In the last century, Bowls was much played in the suburbs, especially at Marybone Gardens, mentioned by Pepys in 1668 as " a pretty place." Its bowling-greens were frequented by the nobility, among whom was Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham, to whose partiality for the game Lady Mary Wortley Montague refers in the oft-quoted line— " Some dukes at Marybone bowl time away." The place grew into disrepute, and was closed in 1777 ; it is made by Gay a scene of Macheath's debauchery in the Beggar's Opera. Greens remain attached to a few old taverns round London. In the town, bowling alleys were abolished in the last century, and gave rise to long-bowling, or bowling in

  
    12 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. a narrow inclosure at nine-pins upon a square frame. They have been succeeded by the American bowling alley, sometimes in the cellar of the tavern. Bowling- street, Westminster, commemorates the spot where the members of the Convent of St. Peter amused themselves at bowls. We have also Bowling-street in Marylebone and Turnmill-street ; Bowling-green-lane in Clerkenwell and Southwark ; Bowling-green-buildings, Bryanston-square ; and Bow ling-green- walk at Hoxton. Cakd-Playijto woidd appear to have become early a favourite pastime with the Londoners ; for in 1643 a law was passed on a petition of the cardmakers of the City, prohibiting the importation of playing-cards. It was a very fashionable Court amusement in the reign of Henry VII. ; and so general, that it became necessary to prohibit by law apprentices from using cards, except in the Christmas holydays, and then only in their masters' houses. Agreeable to this privilege, Stow, speaking of the customs at London, says : " From Allhallow-eve to the day following Candlemas-day, there was, among other sports, playing at cards, for counters, nails, and points, in every house, more for pastime than for gayne." Basset was a fashionable card-game at the end of the 17th century ; and Basset-tokens are preserved : — " Who the bowl or rattling dice compares To Basset's heavenly joys and pleasing cares?" — Pope's Eclogue — Basset-table. Whist, in its present state, was not played till about 1730, when it was much studied by a set of gentlemen at the Crown Coffee-house in Bedford-row. Gaming in public was formerly a royal pastime at Christmas : George I. and George II. played, on certain days, at hazard, at the Groom-porter's, in St. James's Palace ; and this was continued some time in the reign of George III. The name of " hells," applied in our day to gambling-houses, originated in the room in St. James's Palace formerly appropriated to hazard being remarkably dark, and on that account called " hell." (Tlteodore Hook.) A few years ago there were more of those infamous places' of resort in London than in any other city in the world. The handsome gas-lamp and the green or red baize door at the end of the passage were conspicuous in the vicinity of St. James's ; and of St. George's, Hanover-square; and the moral nuisances still linger about St. James's parish and Leicester-square. Cock-Fighting was a London pastime 1190, and very fashionable from the reign of Edward III. almost to our time. Henry VIII. added a cock -pit to Whitehall Palace, where James I. went to see the sport twice a week ; this pit being upon the site of the present Privy Council Office : hence the Cockpit Gate, built by Holbein, across the road at Whitehall. Besides this Royal Cockpit, there was formerly a Cockpit in Drury-lane, now corrupted to Pitt-place, and there was the Cockpit or Phoenix Theatre. There were other Cockpits, in Jewin-street, Cripplegate, Tufton-street, whence the Cockpit Yards there; another in Shoe-lane, temp. James I., whence Cockpit-court in that neighbourhood ; and another noted Cockpit was " behind Gray's Inn." Hogarth's print best illustrates the brutal refinement of the Cock-fighting of the last century ; and the barbarous sport was, we believe, last encouraged at Westminster, not far distant from the spot, where in kindred pastime, Royalty relieved the weighty cares of State. The famous Westminster cock-pit was in Park-street. Cock-fighting is now forbidden and punishable by statute. Cricket is stated to have been played at Finsbury, in the Royal Artillery Ground, before the year 1746. Some thirty years later, in 1774, a committee of noblemen and gentlemen was formed, under the presidency of Sir William Draper ; they met at the Star and Garter in Pall Mall, and laid down the first rules of Cricket, which rules form the basis of the laws of Cricket to this day. The next great step was the establishment of the White Conduit Club, in the year 1799 ; and among its members, in addition to the before-named patron of the game, we find the names of Lord Winchilsea, Lord Strathaven, and Sir P. Burrell. Their place of meeting was still the Star and Garter, and their Ground was in White Conduit-fields. One of the attendants, Thomas Lord, was persuaded to take a ground ; and under the patronage of the old White Conduit Club, a new club, called the Marylebone Club, was formed at " Lord's Cricket Ground," which was the site of the present Dorset-square. Lord's Ground is now in St. John's �

  
    AMUSEMENTS. 13 wood-road, and is about 7^ acres in extent, and devoted almost exclusively, in May, June, and July, to the matches and practice of the Marylebone Club; at the annual meeting, early in May, the Laws of Cricket are revised, and matches for the season arranged. Attached to Lord's Ground are a Tennis Court and Baths. Here is an old painting of the game, in which the bat has the bend of the club, which, it is thought, denotes Cricket to have been a gradual improvement of the Club and Ball. Amongst the other principal Cricket-grounds are the Oval (larger than Lord's) at Kennington : the Royal Artillery Ground, Finsbury, is, perhaps, tbe oldest ground in London ; for here a match was played between Kent and All England in 1746. There was formerly a ground in Copenhagen-fields ; there is one at the Brecknock Arms, Camdentown; at Brixton, near the church; the Middlesex County, Islington Cattle Market, Tufnell Park, Highbury ; Victoria Park, Battersea Park ; Rosemary Branch, Peckham ; Crystal Palace, Sydenham ; Sluice House, Hornsey ; Primrose Hill ; Vincent-square, Westminster ; and at Bow, Millwall, and Putney, Of the younger London clubs is the Civil Service, consisting exclusively of members of the Civil Service. Dfce-Huxtixg with dogs was a barbarous pastime of the last century in the neighbourhood of London, happily put an end to by the want of ponds of water. St. George's Fields was a notorious place for this sport ; hence the infamous Dog and Duck Tavern and Tea Gardens, from a noted dog which hunted ducks on a sheet of water there : Hannah More makes it a favourite resort of her Cheapside Apprentice. The premises were afterwards let to the School for the Indigent Blind, and were taken [^ down in 1812, when Bethlem Hospital was built upon the site ; in its front wall is preserved the original sign-stone of the tavern — a dog with a duck thrown across its back. Ingenious lesson this — in setting up a memorial of profligacy and cruelty upon a site devoted to the restoration of reason ! Duck-hunting was also one of the low sports of the butchers of Shepherd's Market, at May Fair, where, to this day, is a spot known as the " duck-hunting pond ;" and within memory, on the site of Hertfordstreet, was the Dog and Duck publichouse, with its ducking-pond, boarded up kneehigh and shaded by willows. Equestrianism appears to have been a favourite amusement with the Londoners for more than a century past. One of the first performers was Thomas Johnson, who exhibited in a field behind the Three Hats, at Islington, in 1758 ; he was succeeded by one Sampson, in 1767, whose wife was the first female equestrian performer in England. In the same year, rode one Price at D'Aubigny's, or Dobney's Gardens, nearly opposite the Belvedere Tavern, Pentonville, and where Wildman exhibited his docile bees, in 1772 ; the site is at this day marked by Dobney's-place. About this time Hughes established himself in St. George's Fields, and Astley in Westminster-bridge-road; the latter was succeeded by Ducrow and Batty. Horses in England were taught dancing as early as the 13th century ; but the first mention of feats on horseback occurs in the Privy Purse expenses of Henry VIII. Fates. — The three great Fairs of old London belonged, in Catholic times, to the heads of religious houses : Westminster to its abbot ; and St. Bartholomew and Southwark (or St. Mary Overie, as it is oftener called), to the Priors of those monasteries. Westminster, or St. Edward's Fair (held on that Saint's Day), was commanded by proclamation of Edward III., in 1248 ; it was first held in St. Margaret's churchyard, and then was removed to Tothill-fields, where the Fair continued to be held, but of considerably less extent, so lately as 1823. Two Fairs were held in Smithfield at Bartholomew-tide : that within the Priory precincts was one of the great Cloth Fairs of England : the other, Bartholomew Fair, was held in the Field, and granted to the City of London, for cattle and goods. The latter was proclaimed, for the last time, in the year 1855. Southwark Fair was held on St. Margaret's-hill, on the day after Bartholomew Fair ; and was by charter limited to three days, but usually lasted fourteen. Evelyn records among its wonders, monkeys and asses dancing on the tight rope ; and the tricks of an Italian wench, whom all the Court went to see. Pepys tells of its puppet-shows, especially that of Whittington ; and of Jacob Hall's dancing on the ropes. The Fair was suppressed iu 1762 ; but it lives in one of Hogarth's priuts.

  
    14 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. St. James's Fair, held in the month of May, in Brook Field, acquired the name of " May Fair." It was aholished in 1709 ; but was revived, and was not finally suppressed until late in the reign of George III. It gave the fashionable quarter hi which it was held the name of May Fair; and the Brook to Brook-street. Fieewokks, for pastime, are rarely spoken of previous to the reign of Elizabeth ; when the foyste, or galley, with a great red dragon, and " wilde men casting of five," accompanied the Lord Mayor's barge upon the Thames. A writer in the reign of James I. assures us there were then " abiding in the City of London men very skilful in the art of pyrotechnie, or of fireworkes ;" which were principally displayed by persons fantastically dressed, and called Green Men. In the last century, the train of Artillery displayed annually a grand firework upon Tower-hill on the evening of his Majesty's birthday. Fireworks were exhibited regularly at Marybone Gardens and at Ranelagh; not at Vauxhall until 1798, and then but occasionally. At Bermondsey Spa, and various tea-gardens, they were also displayed, but in inferior style. Fireworks were first exhibited at the Surrey Zoological Gardens, in illustration of picture-models ; and similar galas at Cremorne Gardens, Chelsea, have been very successful. There have been some grand Firework displays at the Government expense : as in the Green Park at the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 17-18; and on August 1, 1814, in celebration of the general Peace, and the Centenary of the accession of the Brunswick family to the British throne, these fireworks being by Sir William Congreve, of rocket celebrity. There have been similar firework galas in Hyde Park at coronations and Peace celebrations. At the coronation of King William IV. and Queen Adelaide, Sept. 1831, the amount expended for fireworks, and for keeping open the public theatres, was 3034Z. 18*. Id. Football was played in the twelfth century by the youth of the City in the fields ; and five centuries later, we find football players in Cheapside, Covent Garden, and the Strand ; Moorfields and Lincoln's Inn Fields. There is an old print of football play in Fleet-street. Hunting. — " The Common Hunt" dates from a charter granted by Henry I. to the citizens to " have chaces, and hunts :" and Strype, so late as the reign of George I., reckons among the modern amusements of the Londoners " riding on horseback, and hunting with my Lord Mayor's hounds, when the Common Hunt goes out." The Epping Hunt was appointed from a similar charter granted to the citizens. Strype describes a visitation of the Lord Mayor Harper, and other civic authorities, to the Tyburn Conduits, in 1562, when " afore dinner they hunted the hare and killed her," at the end of St. Giles's, with great hallooing and blowing of horns. Much later, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen enjoyed this sport on Easter Monday, when a stag was turned out. The kennel for the hounds, and a house adjoining, was rebuilt about 1800. The officer of the Common Hunt has not long been abolished in the Lord Mayor's household ; the " hunt" exists but in the verse of Tom D'Urfey, or Thomas Hood. Poaching was common in the metropolis three centuries since ; for, in a proclamation of Henry VIII., 1546 (preserved in the library of the Society of Antiquaries), the King is desirous to have the " Games of Hare, Partridge, Pheasant, and Heron," preserved from Westminster palace to St. Giles's-in-the-Fields, &c. Masquerades were introduced into England from Italy in 1512-13, by Henry VIII. They were frequent among the citizens at the Restoration. In 1717-18, a very splendid masquerade was given at the Opera House by Heidegger, at which there was high play with heaps of guineas. Soon after the bishops preached against these amusements, which led to their suppression, 9 George I., 1723. They were, however, revived, and carried to shameful excess by connivance of the Government, and in direct violation of the laws. During the food-riots, in 1772, there was given at the Pantheon, Oxford-street, a masquerade, in which 10,000 guineas were expended by the revellers in dress and other luxuries : Oliver Goldsmith masqueraded there in " an old English dress." At the Pantheon, in 1783, a masquerade was got up by Delpini, the famous clown, in celebration of the Prince of Wales attaining his majority ; tickets, three

  
    AMUSEMENTS. 15 guineas each. In the same year Garrick attended a masked fete at the Pantheon as King of the Gipsies. But the most eccentric entrepreneur was Madame Teresa Cornelys, "the Heidegger of the age," who, at Carlisle House, Soho-square, gave masquerades in extravagant style, and was soon ruined. These entertainments were never encouraged hy George III., at whose request Foote abstained from giving a masquerade at the Little Theatre in the Haymarket. At Ranelagh they were given occasionally. At the Opera House and Argyle Rooms, masquerades were given ; and at Drury-lane and Covent Garden Theatres : towards the close of a masquerade, or masked hall, May 5, 1856, the latter theatre was entirely destroyed by fire. Mayings axd May-Games were celebrated by " the citizens of London of all estates" with Maypoles and warlike shows, " with good archers, morrice-dancers, and other devices for pastime, all day long ; and towards evening they had stage-plays and bonfires in the streets." The games were presided over by the Lord and Lady of the May, decorated with scarves, ribbons, and other finery ; to which were added Robin Hood and Maid Marian. May-poles were regularly erected in many parts of London on Mayday morning ; as in Leadenhall-street, before the south door of St. Andrew's Church, therefore called Under Shaft ; this pole being referred to by Chaucer as " the great Shaft of Cornhill :" it was higher than the church-steeple (91 feet). After Evil Mayday, 1517, this pole was, in 1549, sawn into pieces, and burnt as " an idol." Another celebrated Maypole was that placed in the Strand, upon the site of the present church of St. Mary: this pole was 131 feet high, and was set up with great pomp and festivity in 1661 ; it was broken with a high wind a few years after. Opposite is Maypolealley, at the top of which and over against the gate of Craven House, were the lodgings of Nell Gwyn ; and Mr. Peter Cunningham, in his piquant Story of Nell, says : — " This Maypole, long a conspicuous ornament to the West-end of London, rose to a great height above the surrounding houses, and was surmounted by a crown and vane, and the royal arms richly gilded." Stow tells us that this pole was put up by the farrier, Charges, to commemorate his daughter's good fortune of arriving to the dignity of Duchess of Albemarle, by being married to General Monk, when he was a private gentleman. The Maypole being grown old and damaged, was, in 1717, obtained by Sir Isaac Newton (who then lived in St. Martin's-street, Leicester-fields), and being taken down was carried away to Wanstead, in Essex ; there it was placed in Sir Richard Child's park, for raising a telescope, the largest in the world, stated to have belonged to Newton's friend, Mr. Pound, rector of Wanstead, to whom it had been presented by M. Hugon, a French member of the Royal Society. Another famous Maypole stood in Basing-lane : Stow described it as a large fir-pole, which reached to the roof of Gerard's Hall Inn, and was fabled to be the justice-staff of Gerard the giant, of whom a carved wood figure stood by the gate until the demolition of the inn in 1852. There are other places in London which indicate the site of Maypoles : as Maypole-alley, St. Margaret's-hill, Southwark; and Maypole-alley, from the north side of Wych-street into Stanhope-street. In the Beaufoy Collection are two tokens : one Nat. Child, " near ye May poal, in ye Strand, Grocer j" and Philip Complin, " at the Maypole in the Strand, Distiller," and the Maypole, with some small building attached. TnE Parks had their pastimes upwards of two centuries ago. The French game of Paille-mail (striking a ball with a wooden mallet through an iron ring) was introduced in the reign of Charles I. Skating was first brought into vogue in England on the new canal in St. James's Park : Evelyn enters it, 1st Dec, 1 662, " with scheets after the manner of the Hollanders." Pepys records, 10th Aug. 1664, Lords Castlehaven and Arran running down and killing a stout buck in St. James's Park, for a wager, before the King j and Evelyn enters, 19th Feb. 1666-67, a wrestling-match for 1000Z. in St. James's Park, before his Majesty, a world of lords, and other spectators, 'twixt the western and northern men, when the former won. At this time there were in the park flocks of wild-fowl breeding about the Decoy, antelopes, an elk, red-deer, roebucks, stags, Guinea fowls, Arabian sheep, &c. : and here Charles II. might be seen playing with his dogs and feeding his ducks. Birdcage Walk was named from the aviary established there in the reign of James I., and the decoy made there in the reign of Charles II.

  
    16 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Hyde Park was formerly much celebrated for its deer-hunts, foot and horse races, musters and coach-races, boxing-matches, and Mayings. Prison Bars, or Base, is as old as the reign of Edward III., when it was, by proclamation, prohibited to be played in the avenues of the Palace at "Westminster during the session of Parliament, from its interruption of the members and others in passing to and fro. About 1780, a grand match at base was played in the fields behind Montagu House, by twelve gentlemen of Cheshire against twelve of Derbyshire, for a considerable stake. " Punch" has for nearly two centuries delighted the Londoner ; there being entries of Punchinello's Booth at Charing-cross, 1666, in the Overseers' Books of St. Martin's-in-the-Fields. (Cunningham's Handbook, 2nd edit.) Punch's costume closely resembles the Elizabethan peasecod-bellied doublets. Covent Garden was another of Punch's early " pitches," where Powell's performances thinned the congregation in St. Paul's Church, as we learn from No. 14 of the Spectator ; and in 1711-12, he lessened the receipts at the Opera and the national theatres : the showman worked the wires, and " by a thread in one of Punch's chops, gave to him the appearance of animation." Such was the olden contrivance : at present the puppets are played by putting the hand under the dress, and making the middle finger and thumb serve for the arms, while the forefinger works the head. Mr. Windham, when one of the Secretaries of State, on his way from Downing-street to the House of Commons, was seen to stop and enjoy the whimsicalities of Punch. " We are never ashamed of being caught gazing at Punch," wrote Albert Smith. In 1828, George Cruikshank produced his grotesque etchings of Punch, to illustrate Mr Payne Collier's very agreeable volume, Punch and Judy. Haydon painted Punch, with Hogarthian humour, in 1829 ; and Webster, B.A., painted with equal humour " Punch in the Country," in 1840. Street Shows and Performers have become very numerous in the present day. Such are Punch. Fantoccini, Chinese Shades, and Galantee Shows ; jugglers, conjurors, balancers, posturers, stiff tumblers, pole-balancers, salamanders or fire-eaters, and sword and snake followers ; street dancers ; and performances of trained animals, as dancing dogs, acting birds, and mice. The street musicians include brass and other bands, Ethiopians, farm-yard fiddlers, horse organs, Italian organ-boys, hurdygurdy players, blind and crippled fiddlers, and violoncello and clarionet players. Next are the peepshowmen and the proprietors of giants, dwarves, industrious fleas, alligators, "happy families," and glass ships ; together with street telescopes, microscopes, thaumascopes, and weighing, lifting, and measuring machines. Porsini and Pike were celebrated Punch exhibitors; the former is said to have frequently taken \0l. a day ; but he died in St. Giles' workhouse. A set of Punch figures costs about 152., and the show about 31. The speaking is done by a " call," made of two curved pieces of metal about the size of a knee-buckle, bound together with black thread, and between them is a thin metal plate. Porsini used a trumpet. The present artists maintain that " Punch is exempt from the Police Act." The most profitable performance is that in houses ; and Punch's best season is in the spring, and at Christmas and Midsummer : the best " pitches " in London are Leicester-square, Regentstreet (corner of New Burlington-street), Oxford Market, and Belgrave-square. There are sixteen Punch and Judy frames in England, eight of which work in London. Fantoccini are puppets, which, with frame, cost about 102. Chinese Shades consist of a frame like Punch's, with a transparent curtain and movable figures ; shown only at night, with much dialogue. — Selected from a Letter by Henry Mayhew ; Morning Chronicle, May 16, 1850. Punch has not, however, been always a mere puppet : for we read of a farce called " Punch turned Schoolmaster •" and in 1841, was commenced " Punch ; or, the London Charivari," which under excellent editorship has effected considerable moral service.* PrjppET-snows were common at the suburban fairs in the early part of the last century ; they also competed with the larger theatres, until they were superseded by the revival of Pantomimes. But the Italian Fantoccini was popular early in the present century. The puppet-showman, with his box upon his back, is now rarely seen in the street, but we have the artist of Punch, with his theatre. Clockwork figures appeared early in the last century. In the reign of Queen Anne, a celebrated show of this kind was exhibited at the great house in the Strand over against the Globe Tavern, near Hungerford Market. A saraband, danced with castanets, and throwing balls and knives alternately into the air and catching them as they fall, with catching oranges upon forks, formed part of the puppet-showman's exhibition. * In a 14th-century manuscript of the French romance of Alexander, in the Bodleian Library, is an illumination of Punch's show, the figures closely resembling the modern Punch and Judy.

  
    AMUSEMENTS. 17 Men and monkeys dancing upon ropes, or walking upon wires; dogs dancing minuets, pigs arranging letters so as to form words at their master's command, hares beating drums, or birds firing off cannons — these were favourite exhibitions early in the last century. Raree-shows, ladder-dancing, and posturing, are also of this date. Rackets is nearly coeval with Tennis, which it so much resembles ; Rackets being striking a ball against a wall, and Tennis dropping a ball over a central net. There are Racket-grounds at the Belvedere, Pentonville ; at the Tennis Court, Haymarket ; and at Prince's Club Racquets Courts, Chelsea. Rackets was also much played in the Fleet Prison, taken down in 18-11; in the Queen's Bench Prison; and at Copenhagen House, St. Pancras. Salt-box Music will be remembered by the middle-aged reader. It was played with a rolling-pin and salt-box beaten together, the noise being modulated so as to resemble a sort of music. It was formerly played by Merry Andrews, at country fairs. Bonnel Thornton composed a burlesque Ode on St. Cecilia's Day, which Dr. Burney, in 1769, set for Smart and Newbury. It was performed at Ranelagh, by masks : Beard sang the salt-box song, which was admirably accompanied on that instrument by Brent, the fencing-master ; Skeggs, on the broomstick, as bassoon ; and a remarkable performance on the Jew's harp. Cleavers were cast in bell-metal for this entertainment. All the performers of the Old Woman's Oratory, employed by Foote, were engaged at Ranelagh on this occasion. Price, landlord of the Green Man, formerly the Farthing Pye-house, was a famous salt-box player. Skittles, corrupted from kayles of the fourteenth century, and afterwards kettle, or kettle-pins, was much played in and near London until 1780, when the magistrates abolished all Skittle-grounds. To this succeeded Nine-holes, or " Bubble-the-justice," on the supposition that it could not be set aside by the justices, as it was not named in the prohibitory statutes : it is now called " Bumble-puppy," and the vulgarity of the term is characteristic of the company who play it. Nine-pins, Dutch-pins, and Fourcorners are but variations of Skittles ; which games originated in the covering of open grounds in London and its neighbourhood with houses. Tea Gabdejjs were the favourite resorts of the middle classes in the last century ; and, in most cases, they succeeded the promenade at mineral springs. Such was Bagnigge Wells, Battle Bridge-road, taken down a few years since : we remember its concert-room and organ, its grottoes and fountains, and grotesque figures, and bust of Nell Gwynne, who is traditionally stated to have resided here. Next were Sadler's Wells Music House, before it became a theatre ; Tunbridge Wells, or Islington Spa ; and the Three Hats, at Islington, mentioned in Bickerstaff's comedy of the Hypocrite : the house remained a tavern until 1839, when it was taken down. White Conduit House, Pentonville, was originally a small ale and cake house, built in the fields, in the reign of Charles I., and named from a conduit in an adjoining meadow. An association of Protestant Dissenters, formed in the reign of Queen Anne, met at this house : the Wheal Pond, close by, was a famous place for duck-hunting ; Sir William Davenant describes a city wife going to the fields to " sop her cake in milk ;" and Goldsmith speaks of tea-drinking parties, with hot rolls and butter, at White Conduit House. A description of the place in 1774 presents a general picture of the Tea Garden of that period : " The garden is formed into walks, prettily disposed. At the end of the principal one is a painting, which seems to render it (the walk) longer in appearance than it really is. In the centre of the garden is a fish pond. There are boxes for company, curiously cut into hedges, adorned with Flemish and other paintings. There are two handsome tea-rooms, one over the other, and several inferior ones in the house." The fish-pond was soon after filled up, and its site planted, the paintings removed, and a new dancing and tea saloon, called the Apollo-room, built. In 1826, the gardens were opened as a " Minor Vauxhall ;" and here Mrs. Bland, the charming vocalist, last sang in public. In 1829, the small house, the original tavern, was taken down, and rebuilt upon a more extensive plan, so as to dine upwards of 2000 persons in its largest room. But in 1819 these premises were also taken down ; the tavern was re-erected on a smaller scale, and the garden-ground let on building leases, for White Conduit-street, &c. o

  
    18 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Next we reach Highbury, where originally stood the Barn of the Monks of Clerkenwell : hence the old name of the Tavern, Highbury Barn. In the fields, opposite Pentonville Prison, was Copenhagen House (Coopen Hagen, in Camden's Britannia, 1695), first opened by a Dane. In Islington there remain the Canoubury Tea Gardens, a very old resort (the tavern has been rebuilt) ; and in Barnsbury remains an old tea-garden. Hoxton had also several tea-gardens. Toten Hall, at the north-west extremity of Tottenham-court-road, was the ancient court-house of that manor, and subsequently a place of public entertainment. In the parish books of St. Giles's-in-the-Fields, year 1645, is an entry of Mrs. Stacye's maid and others being fined " for drinking at Tottenhall Court on the Sabbath daie, xijd. a-piece." The premises next became the Adam and Eve Tea Gardens : before the house is laid the scene of Hogarth's March to Finchley ; and in the grounds, May 16, 1785, Lunardi fell with his burst balloon, and was but slightly injured. The Gardens were much frequented ; but the place falling into disrepute, the music-house was taken down, and upon the site of the Skittle-grounds and Gardens was built Eden-street, Hampstead-road, the public-house being rebuilt. Chalk Farm, corrupted from the old village of Chalcot, shown in Camden's map, was another noted tea-garden. This was " the White House," to which, in 1678, the body of Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey was carried, after it had been found, about two fields distant, upon the south side of Primrose Hill. Several duels have been fought here : here John Scott (of the London Magazine), was shot by Mr. Christie, Feb. 16, 1821 ; and the poet Moore, and Jeffrey, of the Edinburgh Review, met in 1806. Chalk Farm now gives name to the railway station here. The above were the most celebrated Tea-gardens north and north-west of London. Westward lay Marybone Gardens, open for public breakfasts and evening concerts to high-class company ; fireworks being added. In 1777-8 these gardens were shut up, and the site let to builders ; the ground being now occupied by Beaumontand Devonshire streets, and part of Devonshire-place. Next were the Bayswater Gardens, once the " Physic Garden " of Sir John Hill ; and Ranelagh, the costly rival of Vauxhall, as well as a Tea-garden in the present century. Mulberry Garden, upon the present site of Buckingham Palace and its gardens, dated from temp. Charles I. Pimlico was noted for its tea-gardens and ale to our day : the Gun Tea Gardens, Queen's-row, with its arbours and grotesque figures, were the last to disappear: here were the Dwarf Tavern and Gardens ; the Star and Garter, Five-fields-row, famous for its equestrianism, fireworks, and dancing ; and the Orange, upon the site of St. Barnabas Church. Here, too, was New Ranelagh ; and Jenny's Whim, Bowlinggreen, and gardens, the site now covered by St. George' s-row : it was opened temp. George I. for fireworks ; and it had its duck-hunting pond, alcoves, and character figures, and was much frequented for bull-baiting in the adjoining fields. Knightsbridge was noted for its Spring Gardens, and houses of entertainment. Southward were Cumberland Gardens and Assembly Rooms, the site now occupied by Price's Candle Company's Works, Vauxhall Bridge ; Spring Garden, Vauxhall ; the Dog and Duck, and Apollo Gardens, St. George's Fields ; and Cuper's Gardens, through the site of which runs Waterloo-bridge-road. Bermondsey had its Spa Gardens in the Grange-road; and Cupid's Gardens upon Jacob's Island, the ill-fated locality in which the cholera (1818-9) first broke out in the metropolis, and where it lingered last. Few of these old Tea Gardens remain. In the increase of London within the last half-century, the environs have lost their suburban character, and have become part of the great town itself; and steamboats and railways now, for very small sums, convey the over- worked artisan out of its murky atmosphere into pure air and rural scenery. Tennis, from the French Hand-ball or Palm-play, was played in London in the sixteenth century, in covered courts erected for the purpose. Henry VII. and VIII. were fond of Tennis ; and the latter added to the palace of Whitehall " tennise-courts." James I. recommended Tennis to his son, as becoming a prince. Charles II. was an accomplished Tennis-player, and had particular dresses for playing in. We have a relic of these times in the Tennis-court in James-street, Haymarket, which bears the date 1676, and was formerly attached to the gaming-house, or Shavers' Hall. In

  
    APOLLONICON— ARCADES. 19 Windmill-street was another Tennis-court, which belonged to Piccadilly Hall, also a gaming-house. Another famous Tennis-court was Gibbon's, in Clare Market, where lulligrew's comedians performed for some time. There are in Holborn, Blackfriars, and Southwark thoroughfares known as " Tennis-courts," denoting the game to have been formerly played there. Thames Spoets. — Fitzstephen relates of the ancient Londoners fighting " battles on Easter holidays on the water, by striking a shield with a lance." There was also a kind of water tournament, in which the two combatants, standing in two wherries, rowed and ran against each other, and fought with staves and shields. In the game of the Water Quintain the shield was fixed upon a post in the river, and the champion, stationed in a boat, struck the shield with a lance. Jousting upon the ice was likewise practised by the young Londoners. Each mansion upon the Thames bank had its private retinue of barge and wherry, and the sovereign a gilded and tapestried barge. There were also public boats, with gay awnings, for tea-parties. All this gay water-pageantry has disappeared, including the state barges of the Sovereign and the Admiralty, the Lord Mayor, and a few of the wealthier of the City companies. In 1S50, the old Barge of the Goldsmiths' Company was let at Richmond, " for Pic-nic, Wedding, and Birthday Parties," at 51. 5s. per day. The great civic barge, the Maria Wood, is likewise let for similar occasions. Of Boat-races, the oldest is that for Dogget's Coat and Badge, on August 1 : the prizes are distributed by the Fishmongers' Company. We have also Regattas and Sailing Matches, to aid in the enjoyment of which steamers are employed. Tiieatees originated in Miracle Plays, such as were acted in fields and open places and inn-yards. The playhouse dates from the age of Elizabeth; and between 1570 and 1629, London had seventeen theatres. (See Tiieatees.) APOLLONICON, THE. A CHAMBER-ORGAN of vast power, supplied with both keys and barrels, was built by Messrs. Flight and Robson, of 101, St. MartinVlane, and first exhibited by them at their manufactory in 1817. The denomination is formed from Apollon, and the Greek termination icon. " The Apollonicon," says a contemporary description, " is either self-acting1, by means of machinery, or may be played on by keys. The music, when the organ is worked by machinery, is pinned on three cylinders or barrels, each acting on a distinct division of the instrument; and these, in their revolution, not only admit air to the pipes, but actually regulate and work the stops, forming, by an instantaneous action, all the necessary combinations. The key-boards are five in number ; the central and largest comprising five octaves, and the smaller ones, of which two are placed on each side the larger, two octaves each. To the central key-board are attached a swell and some compound pedals, enabling the performer to produce all the changes and variety of effect that the music may require. There is also a key-board, comprising two octaves of other pedals, operating on the largest pipes of the instrument. There are 1900 pipes, the largest twenty-four feet in length, and one foot eleven inches in aperture, being eight feet longer than the corresponding pipe in the great organ at Haarlem. The number of stops is forty-five, and these in their combinations afford very good imitations of the various wind instruments used in an orchestra. Two kettle-drums, struck by a curious contrivance in the machinery, are, with the other mechanism, inclosed in a case twenty-four feet high, embellished with pilasters, and paintings of Apollo, Clio, and Erato." This magnificent instrument performed Mozart's overtures to the Zauberflote, Figaro, and Idomeneo ; Beethoven's Prometheus ; Weber's to the Freischutz and Oberon ; Cherubini's to Anacreon, &c., without omitting a single note of the score, and with all the fortes and pianos, the crescendoes and diminuendoes, as directed by the composers, with an accuracy that no band can possibly exceed, and very few can reasonably hope to rival. The Apollonicon was five years in building, and at an expense of about 10,000?., under the patronage of George IV. Its performance's were popular for many years. ARCADES. ONLY a few of these covered passages (series of arches on insulated piers) have been constructed in London ; although Paris contains upwards of twenty passages or galleries of similar design. C 2

  
    20 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Bttelington Aecadk. — When, in 1815, Burlington House was purchased of the Duke of Devonshire hy his uncle, Lord George Cavendish, that nohleman converted a narrow slip of ground on the west side of the house and garden into a passage, with a range of shops on each side, called Burlington Arcade, making a covered communication for foot passengers from Piccadilly to Burlington Gardens, Cork -street, and New Bondstreet. This Arcade was built hy Samuel Ware, in 1819. It consists of a double row of shops, with apartments over them, a roof of skylights, and a triple arch at each end ; it is about 210 yards long, and the shops, seventy -two in number, produce to the noble family of Cavendish 4000Z. a year ; though the property, by sub-letting and otherwise, is stated to yield double that amount a year. Exeteb Change (the second building of the name, but on a different site from the first) was an Arcade built in 1844, on the estate of the Marquis of Exeter, and ran obliquely from Catherine-street to Wellington-street North, Strand. It was designed by Sydney Smirke ; and consisted of a polygonal compartment at each extremity, the intermediate passage being coved and groined, and lighted from above ; it contained ten neat shops with dwellings over. The cove, fascia, piers, &c, had polychromic arabesque decorations : at each entrance to the Arcade was an imitative bronze gate ; and the fronts in Catherine-street and Wellington-street, were of fine red brick, with stone dressings, in the Jacobean style. The " Change," however, proved unprofitable ; it was taken down in 1863, and upon its site was erected a portion of the Strand Music Hall, externally and internally, of elaborate design. Lowthee Aecade (named from Lord Lowther, Chief Commissioner of the Woods and Forests when it was built) leads from the triangle of the West Strand to Adelaidestreet, north of St. Martin's Church. It was designed by Witherden Young, and far surpasses the Burlington Arcade in architectural character : the ceiling vista of small pendentive domes is very beautiful, and the caducei in the angles are well executed. The length is 245 feet, breadth 20 feet, and height 35 feet. The sides consist of twenty-five dwellings and shops, principally kept by dealers in foreign goods, who, by mutual consent, hold in the avenue a sort of fair for German and French toys, cheap glass and jewellery, &c. At the north end of the Arcade is the Adelaide Gallery, where Mr. Jacob Perkins exhibited his Steam Gun. A living electrical eel was shown here from August, 1838, to March 14, 1843, when it died; and in 1832 was formed here a Society for the Exhibition of Models of Inventions, &c. The rooms were subsequently let for concerts, dancing, and exhibitions. The Aecade oe Coveot Garden, miscalled piazza, was designed about 1631 for Francis, Earl of Bedford, but only the north and east sides were built, and half of the latter was destroyed by fire about the middle of the last century. The northern was called the Great Piazza, the eastern the Little Piazza : Inigo Jones, the architect, probably took his idea from an Italian city, Bologna, for instance. " The proportions of the arcades and piers, crossed with elliptical and semicircular arches into groins, are exquisitely beautiful, and are masterpieces of architecture." (Elmes.) The elevation was originally built with stone pilasters on red brick, which have for many years been covered with compo and white paint ; at the north-east corner two arcades and piers have been removed for the intrusion of the Covent Garden Floral Hall. Had Inigo Jones's picturesque square been completed, its entirety would probably have been preserved. ARCHES. LONDON differs essentially from many other European capitals in the paucity of its Arches, or ornamental gateways. It has only three triumphal Arches, whereas Paris, not half the size of our metropolis, has four magnificent Arches, and the principal entrances are graced with trophied gateways and storied columns. The Parisian Are de VEtoile is without exception the most gigantic work of its kind either in ancient or modern times ; within its centre arch would stand eight such structures as Temple Bar, that is, four in depth, and as many above them. The Paris Arch cost 417,666/.

  
    ARCHES. 21 The Green Task Aech, at Hyde Park Corner, was built by Decimus Burton in 1828. It is Corinthian, and each face has six fluted pilasters, with two fluted columns flanking the single archway, raised upon a lofty stylobate, and supporting a richly decorated entablature, in which are sculptured alternately G. R. IV. and the imperial crown, within wreaths of laurel. The soffite of the arch is sculptured in sunk panels. The gates, by Bramah, are of massive iron scroll-work, bronzed, with the royal arms in a circular centre. Within the pier of the arch are the porter's apartments, and stairs ascending to the platform, where, upon a vast slab, laid upon a brick arch, the colossal equestrian statue of the Duke of Wellington was placed, September 30, 1846. The height of the arch, its attic, and platform is about 90 feet; of the statue, 30 feet. {See Statues.) Opposite the above Arch is the elegant entrance to Hyde Park, by three carriage archways and sides, in a Screen of fluted Ionic columns, of 107 feet frontage, designed and built by Decimus Burton, in 1828. The blocking of the central archway has a beautiful frieze (Grecian naval and military triumphal processions), designed by the son of Mr. Henning, known for his successful models of the Elgin marbles. The gates, by Bramah, are a beautiful arrangement of the Grecian honeysuckle in bronzed iron ; the hanging, by rings of gun metal, is very ingenious. Altogether, these two Park entrances, with St. George's Hospital north, and the Duke of Wellington's palatial mansion south, form one of the finest architectural groups in the metropolis, and its most embellished entrance. Sir John Soane, however, proposed two triumphal arches, connected by a colonnade and arches, stretching across the main road — a design of superb grandeur. The third Arch was one originally designed and constructed in St. James's Park for the especial entrance of the Sovereign and the Royal Family to Buckingham Palace. In 1851 it was removed to Cumberland Gate, Hyde Park Corner. This was the largest work of mere ornament ever attempted in Great Britain. It was adapted by Xash from the Arch of Constantine, at Rome ; but it is by no means so richly embellished. The sculpture is omitted in the attic, and in place of the reversed trusses above the columns were to have been figures of Dacian warriors, and panels of sculpture intervening. The fascia was to have been more highly enriched; the attic carried considerably higher, and surmounted with an equestrian statue of George the Fourth, flanked with groups of military trophies, vases at the angles, &c. The Arch has a centre and two side openings ; the sculpture is confined to a pair of figures, and a key-stone on each face of the central archway ; with panels above the side openings and wreaths at the end. These sculptures are by Flaxman, Westmacott, and Rossi. The statue of George the Fourth was executed by Chantrey for 9000 guineas ; it was not placed upon the Arch at the Palace, but at the north-east angle of Trafalgar-square. Upon the Arch was hoisted the Royal Standard to denote the presence of the Sovereign. The central entrance-gates were designed and cast by Samuel Parker, of Argyll-street < they are the largest and most superb in Europe, and cost 3000 guineas. They are of a beautiful alloy, the base refined copper, and are bronzed : design, scroll-work with six circular openings, two filled with St. George and the Dragon, two with G. R., and above, two lions passant-gardant ; height to the top of Arch, 21 feet ; width, 15 feet; extreme thickness, 3 inches ; weight, 5 tons and 6 cwt. Although cast, their enriched foliage and scroll-work have the elaborate finish of fine chasing. They terminate at the springing of the Arch ; but Mr. Parker had designed and cast for the semicircular heading a rich frieze and the royal arms in a circle, flanked by state crowns. This portion, however, was irreparably broken in removal from the foundry. The face of the Arch is Carrara marble, altogether unfitted for the sooty atmosphere of London. When it was resolved to enlarge Buckingham Palace by the erection of the present front towards the Park, the Arch could not be made to form part of the design, and it was removed and rebuilt at Hyde Park Corner, at the cost of 4,340/. The original cost of the Arch was 75,000/. Of the two arches, St. John's Gate and Temple Bae, separate histories will be given.
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    CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. ARGYLL ZOOMS. THIS place was originally a large house purchased hy Col. Greville, of sporting notoriety, and converted into a place of public entertainment, where balls, concerts, masquerades, and amateur plays were much patronized by the haul ton. In 1818, the Rooms were rebuilt in handsome style, by Nash, at the north corner of Little Argyllstreet, Regent-street, and contained a splendid suite for the above purposes : they were burnt down in February, 1830, when Mr. Braithwaite first publicly applied steampower to the working of a fire-engine ; it required eighteen minutes to raise the water in the boiler to 212°, when the engine threw up from thirty to forty tons of water per hour to a height of ninety feet. The premises were rebuilt, but not upon the same scale as heretofore. At the Argyll Rooms, June 9, 1829, Signor Velluti, the contralto singer, gave a concert. In the same year, M. Chahert, " the Fire-King," exhibited here his power of resisting the effects of poisons, and withstanding extreme heat. He swallowed 40 grains of phosphorus, sipped oil at 333° with impunity, and rubbed a red-hot fireshovel over his tongue, hair, and face unharmed. Sept. 23, on a challenge of 501., Chabert repeated these feats, and won the wager ; he next swallowed a piece of burning torch ; and then, dressed in coarse woollen, entered an oven heated to 380°, sang a song, and cooked two dishes of beef-steak ! Still, the performances were suspected, and in fact proved, to be a chemical juggle. ART-UNION OF LONDON, A SOCIETY established 1836, and incorporated by 9th and 10th Vict., c. 48, "to aid in extending the love of the Arts of Design within the United Kingdom, and to give encouragement to artists beyond that afforded by the patronage of individuals." The annual subscription is one guinea, which entitles the subscriber to one chance for a prize in the scheme, ranging from 10Z. to 200/., to be selected from one of the London exhibitions of the year. There are also prize medals, bronze casts, porcelain statuettes, works in cast-iron ; line engravings, outlines, and mezzotints ; lithographs and chromo-lithographs ; etchings and photographs and wood engravings ; and bas-reliefs in fictile ivory ; and every subscriber is entitled to a print or prints. The Art-Union has, unquestionably, fostered a taste for art ; and the increased means of art-education has benefited the country in increased exports of articles of taste, — such as plate, silk manufactures, pottery, and paper-hangings. The demand in England at this time for pictures is very great, and the prices paid for the works of our best painters are larger than has ever been the case before. Money judiciously spent in this way is well invested. The first purchaser of " The Strawberry Girl ' gave Keynolds fifty guineas for it ; the last, the Marquis of Hertford, was delighted in obtaining it for 2100 guineas. — Art Union Report, 1864. Few who assisted at our first meeting, in the little gallery in Kegent-stveet, now the Gallery of Illustration, were sanguine enough to expect a course of such continuing success as that through which the institution has run ; or ventured to prognosticate that it would by this time have raised (mainly from the classes at that date spending little on art), and would have distributed in aid of art and artists, the sum of 324,000^.; producing during that period 35 engravings of high class, 15 volumes of illustrative outlines, etchings, and wood-engravings ; 16 bronzes, 12 statues and statuettes, with figures and vases in iron, and a series of medals commemorative of British artists — to say nothing of the main operation of the A ssociation, the distribution throughout the United Kingdom and the Colonies, of some thousands of pictures by native modern artists, and some hundreds of thousands of impressions from, the engravings referred to. Such, however, has been the case, notwithstanding the difficulty with which the subscriptions for the first year were made to mount to 4891. For the present year the sum of 11,743/. has been subscribed. The subscriptions for the year amount to the sum of 13,6481., showing an increase of 1941J. on last year.— Report, 1866. Mr. Noel Paton's Illustrations of " The Ancient Mariner," given in 1864, with the text, was then allowed to be the greatest work offered to the subscribers. The Society has about 600 honorary secretaries in the provinces, in the British Colonics, in America, &c, including Canton ; it has expended about 150,000/. in the purchase and production of works of art ; and in one morning the honorary secretaries paid to artists of the metropolis no less than 10,000/. The drawing of the prizes is usually held in

  
    ARTESIAN WELLS. 23 one of the metropolitan theatres, in April, and the subscribers are admitted by tickets : office, 445, West Strand. ARTESIAN WEILS* HAVE been sunk or bored in various parts of the metropolis, the London Basin being thought well adapted for them, there being on it a thick lining of sand, and a deep bed of " London blue clay," on boring which, into the chalk formation, the water rises to various heights : hence it was thought that an abundant and unfailing supply might be obtained. The first boring was made at Tottenham, Middlesex. To test the practicability of this method of procuring water in sufficient quantity for the use of the metropolis, the New River Company sank a vast well at the foot of their reservoir in the Hampstead-road : the excavation was steined with brick, 12ft. 6 in. in diameter, and then reduced and continued with iron cylinders (like those of a telescope), to 240 feet. The expense was 12,412Z. The operations, which occupied three years, were detailed by Mr. Mylne, engineer of the company, to the Institution of Civil Engineers, 1839. It is remarkable that chalk should have been reached at so small a depth as in the Hampstead-road. Water was found at 170 feet, but so mixed with sand as not to be easily separable, which is the chief difficulty in forming wells in the London clay ; hence the workmen passed through the quicksand with the cylinders at an expense of 40002"., independent of the 80002". which the well cost, hoping to obtain water in the chalk below ; but this was found too inconsiderable for the purpose. Artesian Wells are mostly formed by boring and driving pipes, varying from 6 to 10 inches or more in diameter ; but many of these only enter the sand immediately below the clay, instead of obtaining the supply of water from the chalk. Thus, an Artesian Well sunk in Covent Garden, for more than fourteen years failed to supply the ordinary wants of the market ; but having been deepened and carried ninety feet into the chalk, it yielded an abundant supply, and is constantly worked, without materially reducing the level of the water, or lowering it in neighbouring wells, as in cases where the chalk is not reached. It has been long known that the well in the Thamesstreet Brewery, late Calvert's, 240 feet, and Barclay's well, 367 feet, at the Southwark Brewery, affect each other so much — even though the Thames lies between them — that the two firms agreed not to pump at the same time. The following are the depths of a few of the Wells bored in London : Berkeley-square, 320 feet; Meux and Co.'s Brewery, 435 feet ; Norwood, Middlesex, 414 feet, unsuccessful at this depth ; West India Export Dock, 360 feet; Zoological Gardens, Regent's-park, 227 feet, cost 19572.; Barclay and Pcrkius" Brewery, 367 feet ; Combe and Delafield's Brewery, 522 feet ; North Western Railway Station, 400 feet ; Nicholson's Distillery, 160 feet ; Truman, Hanbury, and Co.'s Brewery, 390 feet, cost 44442. ; Reid and Co.'s Brewery, shaft sunk the whole depth, 259 feet, Dost 77002.; Blackwall Railway, depth not _given, cost 80002.; Pentonville Prison, 370 feet, cost 16002. ; St. Mary Woolnoth, Lombard-street, 252 feet, cost 200'. ; Whitbread and Co.'s Brewery, 160 feet ; Combe and Co.'s Brewery, 190 feet ; Covent-garden Market, 340 feet; Piccadilly (St. James's Church), 240 feet ; Elliott's Brewery, 390 feet; Royal Mint, Tower-hill, 400 feet. At Kentish Town, in 1856, an Artesian Well was abandoned when the borings had reached 1302 feet, no water having been met with, though a copious supply had been predicted from the lower greensands naturally expected to occur immediately below the gault; but the gault was found to be succeeded by 176 feet of a series of red clays, with intercalated sandstones and grits — a fact which set geologists pondering. The two Wells for the Government Water-works, Trafalgar-square, by C. E. Amos, C.E., were sunk in 1844, 300 feet and 400 feet deep; cost nearly 80002. ; these works will be further described. At Kensington there has been sunk and bored, for the supply of the Horticultural Gardens, a well 401 feet deep, and 5 feet clear in diameter, the bore-hole being 201 feet deep from the bottom of the well ; water rises 73 feet in the shaft, the pumps lifting 144,000 gallons daily, of excellent chalk spring-water. The question of supply from these wells is beset with so marry difficulties, the alterations in the London strata being so great, that no one experienced in wells will venture to infer from one place what will occur in another. Dr. Buckland, the eminent geologist, one of the first to show the fallacy, states that although there are from 250 to 300 so-called Artesian Wells in the metropolis, there is not one real Artesian Well within three miles of St. Paul's : such being a well that is * The term Artesian has been applied from the supposed fact of these wells having been originally constructed in the county of Artois (the ancient Artesium), in the north of France. They were, however, rather found than originated in Artois, for they had long existed in Italy and a few other parts of Europe, and appear to have been common generally in the East at a very early period.

  
    24 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. always overflowing, either from its natural source or from an artificial tube : and when the overflowing ceases, it is no longer an Artesian Well. The wells which are now made by boring through the London clay are merely common wells. It has been said that a supply of water, if bored for, will rise of its own accord ; but the water obtained for the fountains in Trafalgar-square does not rise within forty feet of the surface, and is pumped up by means of a steam-engine — the same water over and over again. Dr. Buckland maintains that the supply of water formerly obtained from the so-called Artesian Wells in London has been greatly diminished by the sinking of new wells ; of the more than 250 wells, one-half have broken down, and others are only kept in action at an enormous expense. The average depth at which water can be obtained from these defective wells is 60 feet below the Trinity House water-mark. In 1856, it was stated that the level of the London wells, since 1822, had sunk fifty feet ; and falls at the rate of 18 or 24 inches in a year. The rapid increase in the number of these wells, of late years, has been attended with so constant a reduction of the quantity of water they respectively furnish, that it is now generally considered that any additional supply for public purposes cannot be expected from this source, as it seems already overtaxed by private work. Mr. Prestwicb, jun., F.G.S., in his Geological Inquiry, considers " it would be difficult to account for the generally unfavourable opinion entertained regarding Artesian Wells as a means of public supply, were it not that the annually decreasing yield of water from the tertiary sands and the chalk beneath London has produced an impression of uncertainty as to all such sources of supply ; which, with the constantly increasing expense caused by the depth from which the water has to be pumped, and the proportion of saline ingredients being so much greater in them than in the river waters, have been taken as sufficient grounds of objection. But it is to be observed, in explanation of the diminished supply from the present source, that the tertiary sands are of very limited dimensions ; that the chalk is not a freely permeable deposit ; and that the peculiarities of the saline ingredients depend upon the chemical composition of these formations. All these causes, however, are local, and can by no means be considered as grounds of objection against the system of Artesian Wells generally." Mr. Prestwich suggests a fresh system of Artesian Wells, especially as none have as yet been carried through the chalk ; though it is shown that the conditions in this country are more favourable than in France. ARTILLERY COMPANY. THIS ancient body of Civic Volunteers, the oldest armed force in the kingdom, originated in the Guild of St. George, in the reign of Edward I. They were also known as the Archers of Finsbury, and were incorporated by Henry VIII., whose signature is on the great book of the Company. We next trace it as the old City Trained Band, raised, or rather augmented in 1585, at the period of the menaced Popish invasion. Within two years there were enrolled nearly 300 merchants and others, " very sufficient and skilful to train and teach common soldiers the management of their pieces, pikes, and halberds; to march, countermarch, and ring. Some of them, in the dangerous year of 1588, had charge of men in the great camp at Tilbury, and were generally called Captains of the Artillery Garden, the place where they exercised" (Stow, by Howell) in " the Old Artillery Ground," demised to them out of the ancient manor of Finsbury, or Fensbury, originally a field called Tassel (or Teasel, from teasels being gro\vn here for cloth- workers) Close ; then let for archery practice ; and next enclosed with a wall for the Gunners of the Tower to exercise in. After 1588, the City Artillery neglected their discipline; but in 1610 they formed anew, and in a few years numbered nearly 6000. In 1622, they removed to a larger ground without Moorgate, the present Artillery ground, west of Finsbury-square. In the Civil War, the Company marched with Essex to raise the siege of Gloucester, which was the distinguishing crisis of the contest ; and in the second battle of Newbury their steady valour repulsed the fiercest charges of Rupert's cavalry, and proved the main safeguard of the Parliamentary Army. The reluctant testimony of Clarendon to these " Londoners" is very remarkable : —

  
    ARTILLERY COMPANY. 25 " The London Trained Bands and Auxiliary Regiments (of whose inexperience of danger, or anv kind of service, by the easy practice of their postures in the Artillery Garden, men held till then, too "cheap in estimation) behaved themselves to wonder, and were in truth the preservation of that army that day, for they stood as a bulwark and rampire to defend the rest ; and when their wings of horse were scattered and dispersed, kept their ground so steadily, that though Prince Rupert himself led up the choice horse to charge them, and endured their storm of small shot, he could make no impression upon their stand of pikes, but was forced to wheel about ; of so sovereign benefit and use is that readiness, order, and dexterity in the use of their arms, which hath been so much neglected." — Hist. Bebellion, edit. 1826, iv. 236. Howell, in bis Londonopolis, 1657, tells us that London had then " 12,000 Trained Band Citizens perpetually in readiness, excellently armed ;" and in the unlucky wars with the Long Parliament, the London firelocks did the King most mischief. Cromwell knew the value of this force, and for some years its strength was 18,000 foot and 600 horse. They were, however, disbanded at the Restoration, but continued their evolutions, the King and the Duke of York becoming members, and dining in public with the new Company. When Queen Anne went to St. Paul's, the City Train Bands lined the streets from Temple Bar to the Cathedral. The last time they were in active service was at the riots of 1780, when they aided in saving the Bank of England from the pillage of the rioters. The Artillery Company have always been the only military body in the kingdom which bears arms under the direct authority of the reigning Sovereign, and which is wholly free from the control of Parliament. From time immemorial the post of Captain-General and Colonel, which is the ancient title of the officer in supreme command of the corps, has been held, sometimes by the reigning Sovereign, by a Prince Consort, and by a Prince of Wales or heir-apparent of the throne. Its roll of CaptainsGeneral and Colonels includes the names of Charles I., James II., the Prince of Orange, Prince George of Denmark, George I. (who gave the Company 500Z.), George II., George IV., William IV., the Duke of Sussex, and Albert, Prince Consort, who was succeeded by the Prince of Wales : on its muster-roll are the names of Prince Rupert, the Duke of Buckingham, General Monk, and the Duke of Monmouth. Upon royal visits to the City, the Artillery Company attend as a guard of honour to the Sovereign. In cases of apprehended civil disturbance the Company muster at their head-quarters, the Artillery Ground, Finsbury, granted to them in trust, in 1641, at the rent of 6s. 8d. per annum. This ground, with the houses adjoining, realizes to the Company a yearly income of 2000Z., which is expended for the benefit of the members, and in payment of managerial officers. Strype describes the ground as " the third great field from Moorgate, next the Six Windmills." Here is the spacious Armoury House, finished in 1735 ; the collection of arms, &c, includes some fine pieces of ordnance, among which is a pair of handsome brass field-pieces, presented by Sir M'illiam Curtis, Bart., President ; besides portions of the ancient uniforms and arms of the corps, as caps and helmets, pikes and banners. A new set of colours was formally presented to the regiment, in 1864, by the Princess of Wales. The corps comprises six companies of Infantry, besides Artillery, Grenadiers, Light Infantry, and Yagers. They exercise on occasional field-days in the Artillery Ground, and meet for rifle practice in the vicinity of the metropolis, the prize being a large gold medal. Besides the Armoury, here is a workshop for cleaning guns, a long shooting gallery, &c. Each member, for a subscription, has the use of arms and accoutrements from the Company's stores, but finds his uniform according to regulations. The musters and marchings of the City Trained Band have not escaped the whipping of dramatists and humorists. Fletcher ridicules them in the Knight of the Burning Pestle ; as does Steele in the Tatler, more especially in No. 41, with the Company's way of giving out orders for " an exercise of arms," when the greatest achievements were happily performed near Grub-street, where a faithful historian, being eye-witness of these wonders, should transmit them to posterity, &c. The Company were then (1709) mercilessly quizzed, and we may judge of the reason from Hatton's observation, in 1708 : — " They do by prescription inarch over all the ground from the Artillery Ground to Islington, and Sir George Whitmore's at Hoxton, breaking down gates, Sfc, that obstructed them in such marches." Hatton tells of their former splendid public feasts, when four of the nobility and as many citizens were stewards, and to which the

  
    26 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. principal nobility and foreign ministers were invited. The Company's armorial ensigns are very characteristic : — The Shield and Cross of St. George, charged with a lion of England ; on a chief azure, a portcullis furnished or ; between two ostrich feathers, argent. Crest, a dextcr-arm armed, holding a leading stall", or, fringed gules. Supporters, two military men equipped according to the laws of the Militia, the dexter with a pike, the sinister with a musket proper. Motto — Arma Pacis Fulcra. The Barracks in Artillery-place, designed by Jennings, in the style of the early castellated mansion, and erected of stone in 1857, are the head-quarters of the London Militia. BALLOON ASCENTS. THE following are the more memorable Balloon Ascents made from the metropolis since the introduction of aerostation into England. In most cases the aeronauts were accompanied by friends, or persons who paid for the trip various sums. Nov. 25, 1783, the first Balloon (filled with hydrogen) launched in England, from the Artillery Ground, Finsbury, by Count Zambeccari. The Balloon was found 48 miles from London, near Petworth. Sept. 15, 1784, Lunardi ascended from the Artillery Ground, Moorfields ; being the first voyage made in England ; he was accompanied by a cat, a dog, and a pigeon. March 23, 1785, Admiral Sir Edward Vernon, accompanied by Count Zambeccari. June 29, 1785, ascent of Mrs. Sage, the first Englishwoman aeronaut. July 5, 1802, M. Garnerin made his second ascent in England, from Lord's Cricket Ground. The same year he ascended three times from Ranelagh Gardens; and descended successfully from a Balloon by a Parachute, near the Small-pox Hospital, St. Pancras. 1811, James Sadler, ascended from Hackney ; his two sons, John and Windham, were also aeronauts ; the latter killed, Sept. 29, 1824, by falling from a Balloon. July 19, 1821, Mr. Charles Green first ascended in a Balloon inflated with coal gas, substituted for hydrogen, on the coronation day of George IV. Cost of inflation, from 251. to 5(M. : this was Mr. Green's first aerial voyage. Up to May, 1850, he had made 142 ascents from London only. Ten persons named Green have ascended in Balloons.* Sept. 11, 1823, Mr. Graham ascended from White Conduit House. May 25, 1824, Lieutenant Harris, R.N., ascended from the Eagle Tavern, City Koad, with Miss Stocks ; the former killed by the too rapid descent of the Balloon. July, 1833, Mr. Graham ascended from Hungerford Market; day of opening. One of Mr. Graham's companions, on this occasion, shortly after made a second ascent, which caused a derangement of intellect, from which he never entirely recovered. Sept. 17, 1835, Mr. Green ascended from Vauxhall Gardens, and remained up during the whole of the night. August 22, 1836, the Duke of Brunswick ascended. Sept. 9, 1836, Mr. Green's first ascent in his great Vauxhall Balloon. Nov. 7, 1836, Mr. Green, Mr. Monck Mason, and Mr. Holland ascended in the great Vauxhall Balloon, and descended, in eighteen hours, at Weilburg, in Nassau. Of this ascent, Mr. Mason published a detailed account. July 24, 1837, Mr. Green ascended from Vauxhall Gardens, in his great Balloon, with Mr. Cocking in a parachute, in which the latter was killed in descending. May 24, 1838, unsuccessful attempt to ascend with a large Montgolfier Balloon from the Surrey Zoological Gardens. The Balloon was destroyed by the spectators ; it was the height of the York Column, and half the circumference of the dome of St. Paul's, and would contain, when fully inflated, 170,000 cubic feet of air. Sept. 10, 1838, Mr. Green and Mr. Rush ascended from Vauxhall Gardens in the Nassau Balloon, and descended at Lewes, Sussex ; having reached the then greatest altitude ever attained — 27,146 feet, or 5 miles 746 feet. July 17, 1840, the Vauxhall, or great Nassau Balloon, sold to Mr. Green for 500Z. ; in 1836 it cost 2100Z. August 19, 1844, perilous night ascent with Mr. Gypson's Balloon from Vauxhall * Mr. Green has made, altogether, a larger number of ascents than any other aeronaut ; they exceed 600. Of this veteran a fine portrait (private plate) has been engraved.

  
    BANK OF ENGLAND. Gardens, with fireworks. Mr. Albert Smith and Mr. Coxwell accompanied the aeronaut. At 7000 feet high the Balloon burst, but, by Mr. Coxwell cutting some lines, the Balloon assumed a parachute form, and descended safely. Aug. 7, 1850, Mrs. Graham's Balloon destroyed by fire, after her descent, near Edmonton. Sept. 7, 1854, ascent of Mr. Coxwell's War Balloon, from the Surrey Zoological Gardens, with telegraphic signals. June 15, 1857, night voyage from Woolwich to Tavistock, 250 miles, made by Mr. Coxwell, in five hours. July 17, 1862, Mr. Glaisher and Mr. Coxwell first ascended in a large Balloon made by the latter for the experiments of the British Association : ascent from Wolverhampton ; elevation attained, 26,177 feet above the sea-level. Sept. 5, 1862, the highest and most memorable ascent on record. Mr. Glaisher and Mr. Coxwell attained an elevation of 37,000 feet, or 7 miles. Mr. Glaisher became insensible; and Mr. Coxwell, his hands being frozen, had to pull the valve-cord with his mouth, and thus escaped death. Jan. 12, 1864, Mr. Glaisher's seventeenth scientific ascent in Mr. Coxwell's large Balloon ; the only ascent made in England during the month of January. Aug. 3, 1864, M. Godard ascended from Cremorne Gardens, in his huge Montgolfier Balloon, and made a perilous descent at Waltbamstow. Mr. Glaisher, by his scientific ascents, has proved that the Balloon 'does aflbrd a means of solving with advantage many delicate questions in physics ; and the Committee of the British Association report that Science and the Association owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. Glaisher for the ability, perseverance, and courage with which he has voluntarily undertaken the hazardous labour of recording meteorological phenomena in the several ascents. The following survey of Loudon, Oct. 9, 1863, sixteenth ascent, as the Balloon passed over London Bridge, at the height of 7000 feet, in an unusually clear atmosphere, is picturesquely descriptive. " The scene around," says Mr. Glaisher, " was probably one that cannot be equalled in the world at one glance — the homes of 3,000,000 of people were seen, and so distinctly that every large building at every part was easily distinguished ; while those almost under us — viz., the Bank and Newgate, the Docks and surrounding buildings, &c, in such detail that their inner courts were visible, and their ground-plans could have been drawn. Cannon-street was easily traced; but it was difficult to believe at first sight that small building to be St. Paul's. Looking onward, Oxford-street was visible; the Parks, the Houses of Parliament, and Millbank Prison, with its radiating lines from the centre, at oncfe attracted notice. In fact, the whole of London was visible, and some parts of it very clearly. Then all around there were lines of detached villas, imbedded as it were in shrubs ; and beyond, the country, like a garden, with its fields well marked, but becoming smaller and smaller as the eye wandered further away. "Again looking down, there was the Thames, without the slightest mist, winding throughout its whole length, with innumerable ships, apparently very long and narrow, and steamboats like moving toys. Gravescnd was visible, as were the mouth of the Thames and the coast leading on to Norfolk. The southern boundary of the mouth of the Thames was not quite so clear, but the sea beyond was discernible for many miles; and when higher up I looked for the coast of France, but I could not see it. On withdrawing the eye it was arrested by the garden-like appearance of the county of Kent, till again London claimed attention. Smoke, thin and blue, was curling above it and slowly moving away in beautiful curves, from all but south of the Thames ; here the smoke was less blue and became apparently more dense, till the cause was evident, it being mixed with mist rising from the ground, the southern limits of which were bounded by an even line, doubtless indicating the meeting of the subsoils of gravel and clay. " The whole scene was surmounted by a canopy of blue, the sky being quite clear and free from cloud everywhere except near the horizon, where a circular band of cumuli and strata clouds, extending all round, formed a fitting boundary for such a scene. The sun was seen setting, but was not itself visible, except a small part seen through a break in a dark stratus cloud — like an eye overseeing all. Sunset, as seen from the earth, is described as fine, the air being clear and shadows sharply defined. As we rose the golden hues decreased in intensity and richness both right and left of the place of the sun ; but their effects extended to fully one-fourth part of the circle, where rose-coloured clouds limited the scene. The remainder of the circle was completed partly by pure white cumulus of very rounded and symmetrical forms. 1 have seen London from above by night, and I have seen it by day when four miles high, but nothing could exceed the view on this occasion at the height of one mile, varying to one mile and three-quarters, with a clear atmosphere. The roar of London even at the greatest height, was one unceasing rich and deep sound, and added impressive interest to the general circumstances in which we were placed." BANK OF ENGLAND, TKE, S an insulated assemblage of buildings and courts, occupying three acres, minus nine or ten yards, north of the Royal Exchange, Cornhill ; bounded by Prince's-street, west ; I

  
    28 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Lotbbury, north ; Bartholomew-lane, east ; and Threadneedle-street, south. Its exterior measurements are 365 feet south, 410 feet north, 245 feet east, and 440 feet west. Within this area are nine open courts; a spacious rotunda, numerous public offices, court and committee-rooms, an armoury, engraving and printing-offices, a library, and apartments for officers, servants, &c. The Bank, " the greatest monetary establishment in the world," was projected in 1691, by Mr. William Paterson, a Scotsman ; was established by a company of Whig merchants, and incorporated by William III., July 27, 1694, Paterson being placed on the list of Directors for this year only ; the then capital, 1,200,OOOZ., being lent to Government. The first chest used was somewhat larger than a seaman's. The first Governor was Sir John Houblon, whose house and garden were on part of the site of the present Bank ; and the first Deputy-Governor was Michael Godfrey, who, July 17, 1695, was shot at the siege of Namur, while attending King William with a communication relating to the Bank affairs. The Bank commenced business at Mercers' Hall, and next removed to Grocers' Hall, then in the Poultry ; at this time the secretaries and clerks numbered but 54, and their united salaries amounted to 4350/. In 1734 they removed to the premises built for the Bank, the earliest portion of which part is still remaining — the back of the Threadneedle-street front, towards the court — was designed by an architect named Sampson. To this building Sir Robert Taylor* added two wings of columns, with projections surmounted by pediments, and other parts. On Jan. 1, 1785, was set up the marble statue of William III., amid the firing of three volleys, by the servants of the establishment, Cheere, sculptor, in the Pay Hall, 79 feet by 40 feet, which, in the words of Baron Dupin, would " startle the administration of a French bureau, with all its inaccessibilities." In 1757, the Bank premises were small, and surrounded by St. Christopher-le-Stocks Church (since pulled down), three taverns, and several private houses. Between 1766 and 1786 east and west wings were added by Taylor : some of his work is to be seen in the architecture of the garden court. Upon Sir Robert Taylor's death, in 1788, Mr. John Soane was appointed Architect to the Bank ; and, without any interruption to the business, he completed the present Bank of brick and Portland stone, of incombustible materials, insulated, one-storied, and without external windows. The general architecture is Corintbian, from the Temple of the Sibyi at Tivoli, of which the southwest angle exhibits a fac-simile portion. The Lotbbury court is fine ; and the chief Cashier's office is from the Temple of the Sun and Moon at Rome. The embellishments throughout are very beautiful ; and the whole well planned for business — high architectural merit. The Rotunda has a dome 57 feet diameter ; and the Bank Parlour, where the Governor and Company meet, is a noble room by Taylor. Here the Dividends are declared ; and here the Directors are baited half-yearly by every Proprietor who has had 500Z. Bank-stock in his possession for six months. In the Parlour lobby is a portrait of Daniel Race, who was in the Bank service for more than half a century, and thus amassed upwards of 200,000Z. In the ante-chamber to the Governor's room are fine busts of Pitt and Fox, by Nollekens. The ante-room to the Discount Office is adapted from Adrian's Villa at Tivoli. The private Drawing Office, designed in 1836, by Cockerell (Soane's successor), is original awd scenic ; and the Drawing Office, completed by the same architect in 1849, is 138 feet 6 inches long, and lit by four large circular lanterns. In 1850, the Cornhill front was heightened by an attic ; and a large room fitted up as a Library for the clerks. The entrance to the Bullion Yard is copied from Coustantine's Arch at Rome, and has allegories of the Thames and Ganges, by T. Banks, R.A. The Bullion Office, ou the northern side of the Bank, consists of a public chamber and two vaults — one for the public deposit of bullion, free of charge, unless weighed; the other for the private stock of the Bank. The duties are discharged by a Principal, Deputy-Principal, Clerk, Assistant-Clerk, and porters. The public are on no account allowed to enter the Bullion Vaults. Here the gold is kept in bars (each weighing 16 lbs. and worth about * The late Professor Cockerell, in his earlier lectures, used to exhibit, as a specimen of clever arrangement, a plan of the triangular block of buildings, by Sir Kobert Taylor, that formerly stood between the Bank and the Mansion House, where the Wellington Statue is now.

  
    BANK OF ENGLAND. 29 8007.), and the silver in pigs and bars, and dollars in bags. The value of the Bank bullion in May, 1850, was sixteen millions. This constitutes, with their securities, the assets which the Bank possess against their liabilities, on account of circulation and deposits : and the difference between the several amounts is called " the Rest," or balance in favour of the Bank. For weighing, admirably-constructed machines are used : the larger one, invented by Mr. Bate, for weighing silver in bars from 50 lbs. to 80 lbs. troy ; second, a balance, by Sir John Barton, for gold ; and a third, by Mr. Bate, for dollars, to amounts not exceeding 72 lbs. 2 oz. troy. Gold is almost exclusively obtained by the Bank in the bar form ; although no form of deposit would be refused. A bar of gold is a small slab, weighing 16 lbs., and worth about 8007. In the Weighing Office, established in 1842, to detect light gold, is the ingenious machine invented by Mr. William Cotton, then Deputy-Governor of the Bank. About 80 or 100 light and heavy sovereigns are placed indiscriminately in a round tube ; as they descend on the machinery beneath, those which are light receive a slight touch, which moves them into their proper receptacle ; and those which are of legitimate weight pass into their appointed place. The light coins are then defaced by a machine, 200 in a minute ; and by the weighing-machinery 35,000 may be weighed in one day. There are six of these machines, which from 1844 to 1849 weighed upwards of 48,000,000 pieces without any inaccuracy. The average amount of gold tendered in one year is nine millions, of which more than a quarter is light. The silver is put up into bags, each of one hundred pounds value, and the gold into bags of a thousand ; and then these bagfuls of bullion are sent through a strongly-guarded door, or rather window, into the Treasury, a dark gloomy apartment, fitted up with iron presses, and made secure with huge locks and bolts. The Bank-note machinery, invented by the Oldhams, father and son, exerts, by the steam-engine, the power formerly employed by the mechanic in pulling a note. The Bank-notes are numbered on the dexter and sinister halves, each bearing the same figures, by Bramah's machines : as soon as a note is printed, and the handle reversed to take it out and put another in its place, a steel spring attached to the handle alters the number to that which should follow. The Clock in the roof is a marvel of mechanism, as it is connected with all the clocks in the Stock offices : the hands of the several dials indicate precisely the same hour and second, by means of connecting brass-rods (700 feet long, and weighing 6 cwt.), and 200 wheels ; the principal weight being 350 lbs. The Bank has passed through many perils : it has been attacked by rioters, its notes have been at a heavy discount, it has been threatened with impeachment, and its credit has been assailed by treachery. In 1696 (the great re-coinage) the Directors were compelled to suspend the payment of their notes. They then increased their capital to 2,201,2717. The Charter has been renewed from 1697 to the present time. The earliest panic, or run, was in 1707, upon the threatened invasion of the Pretender. In the run of 1745, the Corporation was saved by their agents demanding payment for notes in sixpences, and who, paying in the same, thus prevented the bond fide holders of notes presenting them. Another memorable run was on February 26, 1797, upon an alarm of invasion by the French, when the Privy Council Order and the Restriction Act prohibited the Bank from paying cash, except for sums under 20s. During the panic of 1825, from the evidence of Mr. Harman before Parliament, it appears that the quantity of gold in the treasury, in December, was under 1,300,0007. It has since transpired that there was not 100,0007., probably not 50,0007. ! The Bank then issued one-pound notes, to protect its remaining treasure ; which worked wonders, though by sheer good luck : " because one box containing a quantity of onepound notes had been overlooked, and they were forthcoming at the lucky moment." Panics have been produced sometimes by extraordinary means. In May, 1832, a " run upon the Bank of England " was produced by the walls of London being placarded with the emphatic words, " To stop the Duke, go for Gold ;" advice which was followed, as soon as given, to a prodigious extent. The Duke of Wellington was then very unpopular ; and on Monday, the 14th of May, it being currently believed that the Duke had formed a Cabinet, the panic became universal, and the run upon the Bank of England for coin was so incessant, that in a few hours upwards of half a million was carried off. Mr. Doubleday, in his Life of Sir Robert Peel, states it to be well known that the above placards were " the device of four gentlemen, two of whom were elected members of the reformed Parliament. Each put down 20J. : and the sura thus clubbed was expended in printing thousands of these terrible missives,

  
    30 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. which were eagerly circulated, and were speedily seen upon every wall in London. The effect is hardly to be described. It was electric." The Bank is the banker of the Government; for here are received the taxes, the interest of the National Debt paid, the Exchequer business transacted, &c. The amount paid by the Government to the Bank for the management of the National Debt is at the rate of 340Z. per million for the first 600,000,000?., and 300Z. per million for the remainder. This amounts to about 250,OOOZ. a year. "The Old Lady of Threadneedle-street," applied to the Bank, is a political sobriquet now almost forgotten. The forgeries upon the Bank supply a melancholy chapter in its history. The first forger of a note was a Stafford linendraper, who, in 1758, was convicted and executed. Through the forgeries of one person, Kobert Aslett, the Bank lost 320,000?. ; and by another, Fauntleroy, 360,000Z. In 1862, there were forgeries to a large amount, by paper expressly manufactured for the Bank, which had been stolen, for which four persons suffered penal imprisonment. The Committee of Treasury sit weekly, and is composed of all the Directors who have passed the chair. The Accountant, the Secretary, and the Cashier reside within the Bank ; and a certain number of Clerks sit up nightly to go the round of the building, in addition to the military guard. The Bank possesses a very fine collection of ancient coins. Visitors are shown in the old Note Office, paid notes for ten years ; and some bank-notes for large amounts which have passed between the Bank and the Government, including a single note for one million sterling, kept in a frame. Madox, who wrote the History of the Exchequer, was first Cashier; but more popularly known was Abraham Newland, Chief- Cashier from 1778 to 1807, who had slept twenty-five years within the Bank, without absenting himself a single night. He signed every note : his name was long remembered in a popular song, " as one that is wrote upon every bank-note," to forge which, in street slang, was to "sham \ Abraham." In 1852 was placed in the Garden Court a fountain, constructed by the then Governor, Mr. Thomas Hankey. The water is thrown by a single jet, 30 feet high, amongst the branches of two of the finest lime-trees in London, and is part of the Bank system of waterworks. An Artesian well sunk 330 feet — 100 in the chalk — yields soft water, free from lime, and without a trace of organic matter. The water is pumped into the tanks at the top of the building, which contain 50,000 gallons, and the fountain is connected with these tanks ; the pumping being by the steam-engine employed also in printing the bank-notes. The fountain is placed on the site of St. Christopher's churchyard. The last person buried there was Jenkins, a Bank clerk, 7^ feet in height, and who was allowed to be buried within the walls of the Bank, to prevent disinterment, on account of his unusual height. There are in the Bank upwards of eight hundred clerks, at salaries ranging from 65Z. per annum to 800Z. ; the patronage is in the hands of the directors, of whom there are twenty-four, each having a nomination to admit one clerk, provided he be found qualified on examination. The vacancies are not, as in most public offices, filled up as they occur by deaths, resignations, &c, but by electing from twenty-five to thirty junior clerks every four or five months ; it is also usual to admit one-fifth of this number from the sons of clerks already in the service. The scale of pensions for length of service is the same as in the Government offices. Among the Curiosities are the bank-note autograph-books — two splendidly-bound folio volumes, each leaf embellished with an illuminated border, exactly surrounding the space required to attach a bank-note. When any distinguished visitor arrives he is requested to place his autograph to an unsigned note, which is immediately pasted over one of the open spaces. They are thus illustrated by the signatures of various royal and noble personages. That of Napoleon III., Henry V., the Kings of Sweden, Portugal, and Prussia, a whole brigade of German Princes, Ambassadors from Siam, Persia, Turkey — the latter in Oriental characters — and some of our higher nobility. There are some scientific names, but few literary celebrities ; among them those of Lady Sale; and Mehemet Ali, the Pasha of Egypt.

  
    BANK OF ENGLAND. 31 " The circulation of the Bank of England has been stationary or slightly retrogressive for some years past, notwithstanding the increase of trade, wealth, and population. The authorities even of the Currency principle no longer insist upon the variations of the bank-note circulation as the symptoms to be chiefly regarded. They, with the rest of the world, have discovered that the state of the banking reserve at the Bank of England, the condition of credit, and the effects of a high or low rate of interest, are the cirenmstances which really control the financial phenomena of the country from week to week and month to month." — Economist. Upwards of a million is paid into the Bank daily, in the shape of notes. "When cashed a corner is torn off, and this now valueless piece of paper, after being duly entered in the hooks, is deposited in chambers beneath the sorting-room, where it is kept ten- years, in case it may be required as testimony at some future trial, or to settle any other legal difficulties. In one of the court-yards of the building is a large circular cage, within which is an octagonal furnace constructed of bricks, laid only half over each other, so as to afford ample ventilation. In this furnace, once a month, all the notes that were received during the month previous ten years back are consumed. The furnace is five feet high, by at least ten in diameter ; yet we are assured that it is completely filled by the number returned during one month. Notes of the Bank, at its establishment, 20 per cent, discount ; in 1745 under par. Bank Bills paid in silver, in 1745. Bank Post Bills first issued, 1754. Small Notes issued, 1759. Cash payments discontinued, Feb. 25, 1797, and Notes of 1/. and 21. put into circulation. Cash payments partially resumed, Sept. 22, 1817. Bestriction altogether ceased, 1821. May 14, 1832, upwards of 300,000/. weighed and paid to bankers and others. Quakers and Hebrews not eligible as Directors. Qualification for Director, 2000/. Bank Stock; Deputy-Governor, 3000/. ; Governor. 4000/. Highest price of Bank Stock, 299; lowest 91. The Bank has paid Dividends at the rate of 21 per cent., and as low as 4-J per cent, per annum. Silver Tokens issued, Jan., 1793. Issue on paper securities not permitted to exceed 14,000,000/. Capital punishment for forgery, excepting only forgeries of wills and powers of attorney, abandoned in li.32. — (See Francis's popular History of the Bank of England, 3rd edit. 1848.) 1852, Oct. 1, West-end Branch opened at Uxbridge House, Burlington Gardens. The total of deposits held ten years ago by the Bank of England was about 1 i,300,O00Z. ; it is now (1866) 20,140,000Z. In the Riots of 1780, the Bank was defended by military, the City volunteers, and the officers of the establishment, when the old inkstands were cast into bullets. It was attacked by the mob, when Wilkes rushed out and seized some of the ringleaders. Since this date a military force has been stationed nightly within the Bank ; a dinner is provided for the officer on guard and two friends. (See a clever sketch in Meliboeus in London?) In the political tumult of November, 1830, provisions were made at' the Bank for a state of siege. At the Chartist Demonstration of April 10, 1848, the roof of the Bank was fortified by Sappers and Miners, and a strong garrison within. The Bank has now its own company of Rifles,, 150 strong, with two subdivisions each, having a lieutenant and ensign, and fully armed and equipped. BANKSIDE. , THAT part of the Liberty of Paris Garden called by old writers the "Bank" simply, and afterwards Bankside, bordering on the Thames, was the site of several early theatres, namely, the Globe, the Hope, the Rose, and the Swan ; and superseded the circus for " Bull-bayting" and " Bear-baiting," shown in Aggas's Map, about 1560. (See Theatees.) The stews here were as old as the reign of Henry II., and in the time of Richard II. belonged to Sir William Walworth who slew Wat Tyler, who had several stew-houses on the Bankside. They had signs painted on the walls; as a Boar's Head, the Cross Keys, the Gun, the Castle, the Cranes, the Cardinal's Hat, the Bell, the Swan, &C. These stews, which were regulated by Parliament, were put down by sound of trumpet in 1546; about 1506 this part was known as Stews-bank. Bears were baited here from a very early period, but the bear-garden was removed to Clerkenwell about 1686; the site at Bankside is now occupied by the Eagle iron foundry and Bear-garden wharf. In 1720, the Bank was chiefly inhabited by dyers, " for the conveniency of the water." In the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and James I., Edward Alleyn, the founder of Dulwich College, kept the garden on the Bankside, in conjunction with his father-in-law, Philip Henslowe, who was originally a dyer here. Here were the Bishop of Winchester's park and garden and palace : of the latter a fragment remains ; and here is " Cardinal's Cap-alley," and " Pike-garden." ,

  
    32 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. p(\ BARBICAN. THIS old street, which is a portion of the line of thoroughfare, eastward from "West Smithfield to Finsbury-square, is named from its proximity to a barbican, or watch-tower, attached to the City wall, the remains of which were visible within the last eighty years. It was the advanced post of Cripplegate; and, like the others that surrounded the City, was intrusted to some person of consequence in the State. This tower was granted by Edward III. to the Earl of Suffolk, and he made it his town residence. After the removal of the City gates all vestiges of the Barbican disappeared, except its name ; this became applied to the street, which R. B., in Strype, describes as * a good broad street, well inhabited by tradesmen, especially by salesmen for apparel both new and old ; and, fronting Redcross-street, is the watchhouse, where formerly stood a watch-tower called Burgh, and Ken, a place to view or ken from," which is the derivation given by Sir Henry Spelman, the antiquary, who resided in tins street at the time of his death in 1640. Camden, in his Britannia (published 1586), says : " The suburb also which runs out on the north-west side of London is large, and had formerly a watch-tower or military fence, from whence it came to be called by an Arabiek name — Barbacan." The tower is described as built on high ground, and of some good height : from thence " a man," says Stow, " might behold and view the whole city towards the south, and also into Kent, Sussex, and Surrey, and likewise every other way, east, north, or west." Mr. Godwin, F.S.A., in 1850 read to the British Archaeological Association an ingenious paper illustrative of the term Barbican. Milton lived here, 1646-7, in a house, No. 17, on the north side of the street : it was taken down in 1 864. In Barbican was the mansion of the poet's early patrons, the Bridgevvater family ; and here lived Sir Thomas Wriothesley, Garter King-at-arms ; whence Bridgewater-square, Brackley-street, and Garter-court. Beech-street, the east continuation of Barbican, was, peradventure, named fioin Nicholas de la Beech, Lieutenant of the Tower of London, temp. Edward III. Here, in Drury House, lived Prince Rupert. Its remains in 1766 were engraved by J. T. Smith. Barbican was, in 1865-6, in part taken down, to make room for the Metropolitan (Extension to Finsbury) Railway. BARTHOLOMEW FAIR. THIS ancient Fair presents, through its seven centuries' existence, many phases of our social history with such graphic force, that " he may run that readeth it." The Fair originated in two Fairs, or Markets, one begun by a grant of land from Henry I. to his jester, Rayer, or Rahere, who founded a Priory to St. Bartholomew, in West Smithfield, previous to which, however, a market called " the King's Market," had been held near Smithfield. Out of the two elements, the concourse of pilgrims to the Miraculous Shrine of St. Bartholomew, and the concourse of traders to the King's Market, Bartholomew Fair grew up. Rayer's miracles were most ingenious, for he cured a woman who could not keep her tongue in her mouth : if the wind went down, as sailors far at sea were praying to the denuded saint, they called it a miracle, and presented, in procession, a silver ship at the Smithfield shrine. The forged miracles gave way to the imitative jugglers and mvstery players ; and these three elements— the religious, the dramatic, and the commercial — flowed on till the Reformation. The Priory Fair, which was proclaimed on the Eve of St. Bartholomew, and continued during the next day, and the next morrow, was granted for the clothiers of England and the drapers of London, who had their booths and standings within the Priory churchyard (the site now Cloth Fair), the gates of which were locked every night, and watched, for the safety of the goods and wares. Within its limits was held a court of justice, named Pie Poudre, from pieds poudreux — dusty feet — by which, persons infringing upon the laws of the Fair, its disputes, debts, and legal obligations, &c., were tried the same day, and the punishment of the stocks, or whipping-post,

  
    BARTHOLOMEW FAIR. 33 summarily inflicted ; and tins court was held, to the last, at the Hand and Shears, Cloth Fair, by the Steward of the Lord of the Manor. " Thus we have in the most ancient times of the Fair, a church full of worshippers, among whom were the sick and maimed, praying for health about its altar ; a graveyard full of traders, and a place of jesting and edification, where women and men caroused in the midst of the throng ; where the minstrel anb the story-teller and the tumbler gathered knots about them ; where the sheriff caused new laws to de published by loud proclamation in the gathering places of the people ; where the young men bowled at nine-pins, while the clerks and friars peeped at the young maids; where mounted knights and ladies curvetted and ambled, pedlars loudly magnified their wares, the scholars met for public wrangle, oxen lowed, horses neighed, and sheep bleated among their buyers ; where great shouts of laughter answered to the ' Ho ! ho !' of the devil on the stage, above which flags were flying, and below which a band of pipers and guitar bearers added music to the din. That stage also, if ever there was presented on it the story of the Creation, was the first Wild Beast Show in the Fair; for one of the dramatic effects connected with this play, as we read in an ancient stage direction, was to represent the creation of beasts by unloosing and sending among the excited crowd as great a variety of strange animals as could be brought together, and to create the birds by sending up a flight of pigeons. Under foot was mud and filth, but the wall that pent the city in shone sunlit among the trees, a fresh breeze came over the surrounding fields and brooks, whispering among the elms that overhung the moor glittering with pools, or from the Fair's neighbour, the gallows. Shaven heads looked down on the scene from the adjacent windows of the buildings bordering the Priory inclosure, and the poor people whom the friars cherished in their hospital, madj holiday among the rest. The curfew bell of St. Martin's-leGrand, the religious house to which William the Conqueror had given with its charter the adjacent moorland, and within whose walls there was a sanctuary for loose people, stilled the hum of the crowd at nightfall, and the Fair lay dark under the starlight." — Memoirs of Bartholomew Fair. By Henry Morley. 1858. After the Reformation, Bartholomew Fair flourished with unabated vigour, the clergy having no longer any interest in veiling its debaucheries. The Priory, together with the rights formerly exercised by the monks, had been granted to the founder of the Rich family, who was Solicitor-General to Henry VIII., and afterwards Lord Chancellor ; they were enjoyed by his descendants till the year 1830, when they were purchased from Lord Kensington by the Corporation of London. The Fair greatly declined, as a cloth fair, from the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and the mysteries and moralities being succeeded by productions more nearly resembling the regular drama, the Corporation granted licences to mountebanks, conjurors, &c, and allowed the Fair to be extended to fourteen days, the Sword-bearer and other City officers being paid out of the emoluments. Hentzner, in 1578, describes a tent pitched for the proclamation of the Fair, and wrestling after the ceremony, with the crowd hunting wild rabbits, for the sport of the Mayor and Aldermen. Here was also formerly a burlesque proclamation on the night before, by the drapers of Cloth Fair snapping their shears and loudly shouting all through Smithfield. Ben Jonson, in his play of Bartholomew Fair, tell us of its motions, or puppetshows, of Jerusalem, Nineveh, and Norwich ; and the " Gunpowder Plot, presented to an eighteen or twenty pence audience nine times in an afternoon." The showman paid three shillings for his ground ; and a penny was charged for every burden of goods and little bundle brought in or carried out. A rare tract, of the year 1641, describes the " variety of Fancies, the Faire of Wares, and the several enormityes and misdemeanours" of the Fair of that period. At these, the sober-minded Evelyn was shocked. Pepys (Aug. 30, 1667) found at the Fair " my Lady Castlemaine at a puppet-show," her coach waiting, " and the street full of people expecting her." The sights and shows included wild beasts, dwarfs, and other monstrosities; operas, and tight-rope dancing, and sarabands ; dogs dancing the Morrice, and the hare beating the tabor ; a tiger pulling the feathers from live fowls ; the humours of Punchinello, and drolls of every degree. An ox roasted whole, and piping-hot roast pig, sold in savoury lots, were among the Fair luxuries : the latter, called Bartholomew Pigs, were railed at by the Puritans, and eating them was "a species of idolatry." The pigmarket was at Pye Corner, and pig was not out of fashion in Queen Anne's time. Among the celebrities of the Fair was Tom Dogget, the old comic actor, who " wore a farce in his face," and was famous for dancing the Cheshire Round. One Ben Jonson, the actor, was celebrated as the grave-digger in Hamlet, in which he introduced a song preserved in Durfey's Fills. Tom Walker, the original Macheatb, was another Bartholomew hero. William Bullock, from York, is alluded to by Steele, in The Father, and is censured for " gagging :" in 1739 he had the largest booth in the Fair. Theophilus Cibber was of the Fair, but there is no evidence that Colley Cibber ever appeared fihere. Cadinan, the famous flyer on the rope, immortalized by Hogarth, s

  
    34 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. was a constant exhibitor at Bartholomew, as well as Southwark Fair. William Phillips was a famous Merry Andrew, and some time fiddler to a puppet-show, in which he held many a dialogue with Punch. Edward Phillips wrote Britons Strike Home for the Fair ; and Kitty Clive played at the booth of Fawkes, Winchbeck, &c, in that very farce. Harlequin Phillips was in Mrs. Lee's company, and afterwards became the celebrated Harlequin at Drury-lane, under Fleetwood. Penkethman and Dogget, though of very unequal reputation, are noticed in the Spectator. The first in that humorous account of the Projector, in the 31st number, where it is proposed that " Penkethman should personate King Porus upon an elephant, and be encountered by Powell, representing Alexander the Great, upon a dromedary, which, nevertheless, Mr. Powell is desired to call by the name of Bucephalus." Dogget is commended (No. 502) as an admirable and genuine actor. The public theatres were invariably closed at Bartholomew Fair time ; drolls, like Estcourt and Penkethman, finding Bartholomew Fair a more profitable arena for their talents than the boards of Dorset-garden or old Drury-lane. Here Elkanah Settle, the rival for years of Dryden, was reduced at last to string speeches and contrive machinery; and here, in the droll of St. George for England, he made his last appearance, hissing in a green leather dragon of his own invention. Here we may mention another class of sights, — " a large and beautiful young camel from Grand Cairo, in Egypt," says the advertisement : " this creature is twenty-three years old ; his head and neck are like that of a deer," and he " was to be seen or sold at the first house on the pavement from the end of Hosier-lane, during Bartholomew Fair." And we read that later, Sir Hans Sloane employed a draughtsman to sketch the wonderful foreign animals in the Fair. There are scores of other Bartholomew celebrities — actors, mummers, tumblers, nonjurors, and exhibitors of various grades, as Burling and his famous monkey; William Joy, the English Samson ; Francis Battalia, the Stone Eater ; Topham, the Strong Man ; Hale, the Piper ; the Auctioneer of Moorfields, who regularly, for a series of years, transferred his book-stall to Smithfields Rounds ; James Spiller, the original Mat o' the Mint of the Beggar's Opera, at one time the " glory of the Fair :" this piece was played at Smithfield in 1728. Punchinello was another Bartholomew attraction :— " 'Twas then, when August near was spent, That Bat, the grilliado'd saint, Had ushered in his Smithfield revels, Where Punchinellos, popes and devils, Are by authority allowed, To please the giddy, gaping crowd." Hudibras Sedivivut, 1707. Powell, too, the Puppet-show man, was a great card at the Fair, especially when his puppets played such incomparable dramas as Whittington and his Cat, The Children in the Wood, Dr. Faustus, Friar Bacon, Robin Hood and Little John, Mother Shipton, " together with the pleasant and comical humours of Valentini, Nicolini, and the tuneful warbling pig of Italian race." No wonder that such attractions thinned the theatres, and kept the churches empty. Steele makes mention of " Powell's books :" if they were books of his performances, what a treasure they would be in our day ! The two great characters of Jewish history — Judith and Holophernes — long kept in popular favour; for Setchel's fan-print of 1728 depicts Lee and Harper's great theatrical booth, with an announcement of the play of Judith's Adventures as its chief attraction : elevated from puppet performers to regular living actors, Judith herself being seated on the platform of the show in a magnificent dress, and the high headdress and false jewellery that captivated the wicked Holophernes, who strides towards her in the full costume of a Roman general. Among Bagford's collection in the British Museum, is a Bartholomew Fair bill of the time of Queen Anne, of the playing at Heatly's booth, of " a little opera, called the Old Creation of the World newly revived, with the addition of the Glorious battle obtained over the French and Spaniards by his Grace the Luke of Marlborough !" Between the acts* jigs, sarabands, and antics were performed, and the whole entertainment concluded with The Merry Humours of Sir John Spendall and Punchinello ;

  
    BARTHOLOMEW FjUR. 35 Kith several other things not yet exposed" Heatly is supposed to have had no better scenery than the pasteboard properties of our early theatres : — " The chaos, too, he had descried And seen quite through, or else he lied; Kot that of pasteboard which men shew For groats at Fair of Barthol'mew." — Hudibrag, canto i. Henry Fielding had his booth here, Dr. Rinibault tells us, after his admission into the Middle Temple. That Fielding should have turned " strolling actor," and have the audacity to appear at Bartholomew at the very moment when the whole town was ringing with Pope's savage ridicule of the " Smithfield Muses," would of course be an unpardonable offence. Fielding's last appearance at Bartholomew Fair was in 1736, as usual, in the George Inn Yard, at " Fielding and Hippisley's Booth." Don Carlos and the Cheats of Scapin, adapted from Moliere, were the two plays ; and Mrs. Pritchard played the part of Loveit, in which she had made her first hit at Bartholomew. Other celebrities, who kept up the character of the Fair for another quarter of a century, were Yates, Lee, Woodward, and Shuter, the two last well known for their connexion with Goldsmith's comedies. Shuter played Croaker in the Goodnatured Man, and llardcastle in She Stoops to Conquer. Woodward played Lofty in the former piece. With Shuter, " the history of the English stage " (says Mr. Morley) "parted entirely from the story of the Fair." Garrick's name is connected only with the Fair by stories which regard him as a visitor : although Edmund Kean is stated to have played here when a boy. Among the notorieties of the Fair was Lady Holland's Mob (Lord Rich having been ancestor of the Earl of Warwick and Holland), — hundreds of loose fellows, principally journeyman tailors, who used to assemble at the Hand and Shears, in Cloth Fair. They were accustomed to sally forth knocking at the doors and ringing the bells of the peaceable inhabitants, and assaulting and ill-treating passengers. These ruffians frequently united in such strength as to defy the civil power. . As late as 1822, a number of them exceeding 5000 rioted in Skinner -street, and were for hours too powerful for the police. The Fair was annually proclaimed by the Lord Mayor, on the 2nd of September, his lordship proceeding thither in his gilt coach, " with City Officers and trumpets ;" and the proclamation for the purpose read before the entrance to Cloth Fair. It was the custom for the Lord Mayor, on this occasion, to call upon the keeper of Newgate, and partake, on his way to Smithfield, of " a cool tankard of wine, nutmeg, and sugar." This custom, which ceased in the second mayoralty of Sir Matthew Wood in 1818, was the cause of the death of Sir John Shorter, Lord Mayor in 1688. In holding the tankard, he let the lid slip down with so much force, that his horse started, and he was thrown to the ground with great violence. He died the next day. The Fair dwindled year by year : the writer remembers it at midnight, before gas had become common : viewed from Richardson's, the shows, booths, and stalls, with their flaring oil-lamps and torches, shed a strange glare over the vast sea of heads which filled the area of Smithfield and the adjacent streets. As lately as 1830, upwards of 200 booths for toys and gingerbread crowded the pavement around the Fair, and overflowed into the adjacent streets. Richardson, Saunders, and Wombwell were late in the ascendant as showmen. Among the latest " larks " was that of young men of caste disguising themselves in working clothes, to enjoy the loose delights of "Bartlemy" Fair, in September. For 300 years the Lord Mayor and Aldermen had in vain attempted to suppress the Fair ; when, in 1840, upon the recommendation of the City Solicitor, Mr. Charles Pearson, having purchased Lord Kensington's interest, they refused to let the ground for the shows and booths but upon exorbitant prices, and limited the Fair to one day ; and the State proclamation of the Lord Mayor was given up. In 1849, the Fair was reduced to one or two stalls for gingerbread, gambling-tables for nuts, a few fruitbarrows and toy-stalls, and one puppet-show. In 1852, the number was still less. " The Mayors had withdrawn the formality as much as possible from public observation, until in the year 1850, and in the mayoralty of Alderman Musgrove, his lordship having walked quietly to the appointed gateway, with the necessary attendants, found that there was not any Fair left worth a Mayor's proclaiming. After that year, therefore, no Mayor accompanied the gentleman whose duty it u 2

  
    36 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. was to read a certain form of words out of a certain parchment scroll, under a quiet gateway. After live years this form also was dispensed with, and Bartholomew lair was proclaimed for the last time in the year 1855. The sole existing vestige of it is the old fee of three and sixpence still paid by the City to the Rector of St. Bartholomew the Great, for a proclamation in his parish." — Morley. It was held that the proclamation was part of the charter for holding the market, on which account it continued to he read, until the Act of Parliament for removing the market to Copenhagen-fields at length relieved the Corporation of going through the useless ceremony. Hone, in his JSvery-day Boole, describes the Bartholomew Fair of 1825, with the minuteness of Dutch painting : Hone visited the several sights and shows, accompanied by Samuel Williams, by whom the wood-cut illustrations were cleverly drawn and engraved. Mr. Morley's History of the Fair, which has been referred to, is a laborious work, with some original views. BARTHOLOMEWS (ST.) HOSPITAL, IN West Smithfield, is one of the five Royal Hospitals of the City, and the first institution of the kind established in the metropolis. It was originally a portion of the Priory of St. Bartholomew, founded by Rahere, in 1102, who obtained from Henry I. a piece of waste ground, upon which he built an hospital for a master, brethren and sisters, sick persons, and pregnant women. Both the Priory and the Hospital were surrendered to Henry VIII., who, at the petition of Sir Richard Greshara, Lord Mayor, and father of Sir Thomas Gresham, re-founded the latter, and endowed it with an annual revenue of 500 marks, the City agreeing to pay an equal sum ; since which time the Hospital has received princely benefactions from charitable persons. It was first placed under the superintendence of Thomas Vicary, sergeant-surgeon to Henry VIII., Edward VI., Mary, and Elizabeth; Harvey was physician to the Hospital for thirty- four years; and here, in 1619, he first lectured on the discovery of the Circulation of the Blood. The Hospital buildings escaped the Great Fire in 1666 ; but becoming ruinous, were taken down in 1730, and the great quadrangle rebuilt by Gibbs ; over the entrance next Smithfield is a statue of Henry VIII., and under it, " St. Bartholomew's Hospital, founded by Rahere, A.D. 1102, re-founded by Henry VIII., 1546;" on the pediment are two reclining figures of Lameness and Sickness. The cost of these buildings was defrayed by public subscription, to which the munificent Dr. Radcliffe contributed largely ; besides leaving 5002. a year for the improvement of the diet, and 100Z. a year to buy linen. The principal entrance, next Smithfield, was erected in 1702 ; it is of poor architectural character. The Museums, Theatres, and Library of the Hospital are very extensive ; as is also the New Surgery, built in 1842. The Lectures of the present day were established by Mr. Abernethy, elected Assistant-Surgeon in 1787. Prizes and honorary distinctions for proficiency in medical science were first established in 1834; and their annual distribution in May is an interesting scene. In 1843 was founded a Collegiate Establishment for the pupils' residence within the Hospital walls. A spacious Casualty Room has since been added. The interior of the Hospital, besides its cleanly and well-regulated wards, has a grand staircase ; the latter painted by Hogarth, for which he was made a life-governor. The subjects are — the Good Samaritan ; the Pool of Bethesda ; Rahere, the founder, laying the first stone ; and a sick man carried on a bier, attended by monks. In the Court Room is a picture of St. Bartholomew holding a knife, as the symbol of his martyrdom; a portrait of Henry VIII. in Holbein's manner; of Dr. Radcliffe, by Kneller ; Perceval Pott, by Reynolds ; and of Abernethy, by Lawrence. In January, 1846, the election of Prince Albert to a Governorship of the Hospital was commemorated by the president and treasurer presenting to the foundation three costly silver-gilt dishes, each nearly twenty-four inches in diameter, and richly chased with a bold relief of — 1. The Election of the Prince; 2. The Good Samaritan; 3. The Plague of London. The Charity is ably managed by the Corporation : the president must have served as Lord Mayor; the qualification of a Governor is a donation of 100 guineas.

  
    BATES, OLDEN. 37 " From a search made in the official records of the City, it appears that for more than three hundred years, namely, since 1549, an alderman of London had always been elected president of St. Bartholomew's Hospital ; until 1854, whenever a vacancy occurred in the presidency of the Royal Hospitals (St. Bartholomew's, Bethlehem, Bridewell, St. Thomas's, or Christ's Hospitals), it was customary to elect the Lord Mayor for the time being, or an alderman who had passed the chair. This rule was first broken when the Duke of Cambridge was chosen President of Christ's Hospital over the head of Alderman Sidney, the then Lord Mayor ; and again when Mr. Cubitt, then no longer an alderman, was elected President of St. Bartholomew's in preference to the then Lord Mayor. This question is, however, contested by the foundation-governors or the Corporation, and the donation-governors." It has been shown that King Henry VIII. in 1546 vested the Hospital of St. Bartholomew in the mayor, commonalty, and citizens of London, and their successors, for ever, in consideration of a payment by them of 500 marks a year towards its maintenance, and with it the nomination and appointment of all the officers. In September, 1557, at a general court of the Governors of all the Hospitals, it was ordered that St. Bartholomew's should henceforth be united to the rest of the Hospitals, and be made one body with them, and on the following day ordinances were made by the Corporation for the general government of all the Hospitals. The 500 marks a year have been paid by the Corporation since 1546, besides the profit of many valuable leases. This charity has an existence of nearly seven centuries and a half. The Hospital receives, upon petition, cases of all kinds free of fees; and accidents, or cases of urgent disease, without letter, at the Surgery, at any hour of the day or night. There is also a " Samaritan Fund," for relieving distressed patients. The present buildings contain 25 wards, consisting of 650 beds, 400 being for surgical cases, and 250 for medical cases and the diseases of women. Each ward is presided over by a "sister" and nurses, to the number of nearly 180 persons. In addition to a very extensive medical staff, there are four resident surgeons and two resident apothecaries, who are always on duty, day and night, throughout the year, to attend to whatever may be brought in at any hour of the twenty-four. It further possesses a College within itself, a priceless museum ; and a first-class Medical School, conducted by thirtysix professors and assistants. The "View-day," for this and the other Royal Hospitals of the City, is a day specially set apart by the authorities to examine, in their official collective capacity, every portion of the establishment ; when the public are admitted. BATHS, OLDEN. THE most ancient Bath in the metropolis is " the old Soman Spring Bath" in Strand-lane ; but evidently unknown to Stow, though he mentions the locality as " a lane or way down to the landing-place on the banks of the Thames." This Bath is in a vaulted chamber, and is formed of thin tile-like brick, layers of cement and rubble-stones, all corresponding with the materials of the Roman wall of London ; the water is beautifully clear and extremely cold. The property can be traced to the Danvers, or D'Anvers, family, of Swithland Hall, Leicestershire, whose mansion stood upon the spot. St. Agnes-le- Clair Baths, Tabernacle-square, Finsbury, are supposed originally to have been of the above age, from finding the Roman tiles through which the water was once conveyed. Stow mentions them . as " Dame Anne's the clear." The date assigned to these Baths is 1502. This famous spring was dedicated to St. Agnes ; and, from the transparency and salubrity of its waters, denominated St. Agnes-leClair. It has claims to antiquity, for it appears that in the reign of Henry VIII. it was thus named : — " Fons voc' Lame Agnes a Clere." It is described as belonging to Charles Stuart, late king of England. This spring was said to be of great efficacy in all rheumatic and nervous cases, headache, &c. Peerless Pool, Baldwin-street, City-road, is referred to by Stow as near St. Agnes-leClair, and •' one other clear water, called Perilous Pond, because divers youths, by swimming therein, have been drowned ;" but this ominous name was change to Peerless Pool ; in 1743, it was enclosed, and converted into a bathing-place. The Cold Bath, Clerkenwell, was originally the property of one Walter Baynes, who purchased a moiety of the estate, in 1696 ; when it comprised Windmill-hill, or Sir John Oldcastle's Field, extending westward from Sir John Oldcastle's to the River

  
    38 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Fleet, or, as it was then called, Tuminill-brook ; and southward, by Coppice-row, to the same brook, near the Clerks' Wells : while Gardiner's Farm was the plot on which stands the Middlesex House of Correction. Baynes's attention was first directed to the Cold Spring, which, in 1697, he converted into a Bath, spoken of, eleven years afterwards, in Hatton's New View, as " the most noted and first about London," which assertion, written so near the time at which it states the origin of our Cold Bath, disproves the story of its having been the bath of Nell Gwynn, whom a nude figure, on porcelain, preserved by the proprietor, is said to represent. In Mr. Baynes's time, the charge for bathing was 2s. : or, in the case of patients who, from weakness, required the " chair," 2s. 6d. The chair was suspended from the ceiling, in such a manner that a person placed in it coidd be thereby lowered into the water, and drawn up again in the same way. The spring was at the acme of its reputation in 1700. Of its utility, in cases of weakness more especially, there can be no question. Besides which, its efficacy is stated in the cure of scorbutic complaints, nervous affections, rheumatism, chronic disorders, &c. It is a chalybeate, and deposits a saline incrustation. The spring is said to supply 20,000 gallons daily. The height to which it rises in the marble receptacles prepared for it, is four feet seven inches. Until the sale of the estate in 1811, the Bath House, with the garden in which it stood, comprised an area of 103 feet by 60, enclosed by a brick wall, with a summerhouse (resembling a little tower) at each angle : the house had several gables. The garden was let on building-leases, and the whole is now covered with houses, the Bath remaining in the midst. In 1815, the exterior of the Bath House was nearly all taken down, leaving only a small portion of its frontage, which it still retains. The Duke's Bath, or Bagnio, is minutely described by Samuel Haworth, in 1683, as " erected near the west end of Long Acre, in that spot of ground called Salisbury Stables." Here dwelt Sir William Jennings, who obtained the royal patent for making all public bagnios or baths, either for sweating, bathing, or washing. " In one of the ante-rooms hangs a pair of scales, to weigh such as out of curiosity would know how much they lose in weight while they are in the bagnio. The bagnio itself is a stately oval edifice, with a cupola roof, in which are round glasses to let in light. The cupola is supported by eight columns, between which and the sides is a * sumptuous walk,' arched over with brick. The bagnio is paved with marble, and has a marble table ; the sides are covered with white gully-tiles, and within the wall were ten seats, such as are in the baths at Bath. There are also fourteen niches in the walls, in which are placed so many fonts or basins, with cocks over them of hot or cold water. On one side of the bagnio hangs a very handsome pendulum-clock, which is kept to give an exact account how time passeth away. Adjoining to the bagnio there are four little round rooms, about eight feet over, which are made for degrees of heat, some being hotter, others colder, as persons can best bear and are pleased to use. These rooms are also covered with cupolas, and their walls with gully-tiles." We refer the reader to Haworth's account for the details of "the entertainment," as the bath is termed. On the east side of the Bagnio fronting the street, is " The Duke's Bagnio Coffeehouse." A great gate opens into a courtyard, for coaches. In this courtyard is visible the front of the Bagnio, having this inscription upon it in golden letters, upon a carved stone : — " The Duke's Bagnio." On the left of the yard is a building for the accommodation required for the bath, on the outside of which is inscribed in like manner — " The Duke's Bath." The building is about 42 feet broad, 21 feet deep, and three stories high. There is on the lower story a room for a laboratory, in which are chemic furnaces, glasses, and other instruments necessary for making the bath waters. On the accession of the Duke of York to the throne, the Baths were improved, and reopened, under the name of the " King's Bagnio," in 1686, by Leonard Cuuditt, who, in his advertisement, says — "There is no other Bagnio in or about London besides this and the Royal Bagnio in the City." This, Malcolm supposes, was in allusion to the Bagnio we shall next describe, which seems to have been the first we had in the capital. The Bagnio, in Bagnio-court (altered to Bath-street in 1843), Newgate-street, was built by Turkish merchants, and first opened in December, 1679, for sweating, hot bathing, and cupping. It has a cupola roof, marble steps, and Dutch tile walls, and was latterly used as a cold Bath.

  
    BATHS, OLDEN. 3£ Queen Anne's Bath was at the Lack of the house No. 3, Endell-street, Long-acre, on the west side of the street. It has been converted into a wareroom by an ironmonger whose shop is in the front of the premises. The part occupied by the water has been boarded over, leaving some of the Dutch tiles which line the sides of the Bath visible. The water, which flows from a copious spring, is a powerful tonic, and contains a considerable trace of iron. Thirty years ago it was much used in the neighbourhood, when it was considered good for rheumatism and other disorders. The house in which the Bath is situate was -formerly No. 3, Old Belton-street : it was newly-fronted in 1845 ; the exterior had originally red brick pilasters, and a cornice, in the style of Inigo Jones. It does not seem clear how this place obtained the name of Queen Anne's Bath. It might be supposed that this had been a portion of the King's Bagnio. Old maps of London, however, show this could scarcely be correct, for the Duke's, afterwards the King's Bagnio was on the south side of Long-acre, and the above Bath is about a hundred yards to the north of that thoroughfare. " Queen Anne's Bath" is engraved from a recent sketch in the Builder, Oct. 12, 1861 ; whence the preceding details of the three Baths are abridged. The Summums, in Covent-garden, now an hotel, with baths, was formerly "a Bagnio, or Place for Sweating ;" in Arabic " Hammam." Malcolm says : " The Arabic root hatna, [+>., signifies calescere, to grow warm : hence by the usual process of deriving nouns from verbs in that language, hummum, *♦», a warm bath. They are known by that name all over the East." The Bagnio at the hot Baths at Sophia, in Turkey, is thus described by Lady Mary Wortley Montague, in her Letters, vol. i., and probably her description suggested the name of the Old and New Hummums :" — " It is built of stone, in the shape of a dome, with no window but in the roof, which gives light enough. There are live of these domes joined together ; the outermost being less than the rest, and serving as a hall, where the portress stood at the door. Ladies of quality generally gave this woman a crown or ten shillings. The next room was a large one, paved with marble, and all round it are two raised sofas of marble, one above the other. There were four fountains of cold water in this room, falling first into marble basins, and then running on the floor in little channels cut for that purpose, which carried the streams into the next room, which is something less, and fitted with the same sort of marble sofas; but from the streams of sulphur proceeding from the bath adjoining to it, it is impossible to stay with one's clothes on. Through the other two doors were the hot baths; one of which had cocks of cold water turned into it — tempering it to what degree of warmth the bather please to have." Queen Elizabeth's Bath formerly stood among a cluster of old buildings adjoining the King's Mews, at Charing Cross, and was removed in 1831. Of this Bath a plan and view were presented to the Society of Antiquaries, Feb. 9, 1832, and are engraved in the Archaologia, xxv. 588-90. The building was nearly square on the plan, and was constructed of fine red brick. Its chief merit consisted in its groined roof, which was of very neat workmanship, and formed by angular ribs springing from corbels. The form of the arch denoted the date of this building to be the fifteenth century. The Floating Baths (of which there were two in our day) upon the Thames, in plan remind one of the Folly described by Tom Brown as a " musical summer-house," usually anchored opposite Somerset House Gardens. The Queen of William III. and her court once visited it ; but it became a scene of low debauchery, and the bath building was left to decay, and be taken away for firewood. The Turkish Bath, which closely resembles the Bath of the old Romans, was introduced into Ireland and England in 1856 : and in London handsome baths were erected in Victoria-street, Westminster; these were taken down in 1855-6. The most extensive establishment of this class in London is the Hammam, or hot-air Bath, opened in 1862, No. 76, Jermyn-street, St. James's, and formed under the superintendence of Mr. David TJrquhart ; its cost is stated at 6000?. ; the architecture is from Eastern sources. Baths and Wash-houses, for the working classes, originated in 1844, with an " Association for Promoting Cleanliness among the Poor," who fitted up a Bath-house and a Laundry in Glass-house Yard, East Smithfield ; where, in the year ending June 1847, the bathers, washers, and ironers amounted to 81,584; the bathers and washers costing about one penny each, and the ironers about one farthing. The Association also gave whitewash, and lent pails and brushes, to those willing to cleanse their own wretched dwellings. And so strong was the love of cleanliness thus encouraged, that

  
    40 CUBIOSITIES OF LONDON. women often toiled to wash their own and their children's clothing, who had been compelled to sell their hair to purchase food to satisfy the cravings of hunger. This successful experiment led to the passing of an Act of Parliament (9 and 10 Vict. c. 74), " To Encourage the Establishment of Paths and Wash-houses." A Committee sat at Exeter Hall for the same object ; a Model Establishment was built in Goulston- square, Whitechapel ; and Baths and Wash-houses were established in St. Pancras, Marylebone, St. Martin-in-the-Fields, and other large metropolitan parishes. BAYNARB'S CASTLE. A STRONGHOLD, " built with walls and rampires," on the banks of the Thames below St. Paul's, by Bainiardus, a follower of William the Conqueror. In 1111 it was forfeited, and granted by Henry I. to Robert Fitzgerald, son of Gilbert, Earl of Clare; from whom it passed, by several descents, to the Fitzwalters (the chief bannerets of London, probably in fee for this castle), one of whom, at the commencement of a war, was bound to appear at the west door of St. Paul's, armed and mounted, with twenty attendants, and there receive from the Mayor the banner of the City, a horse worth 20/., and 20Z. in money. In 1428, the castle became, probably by another forfeiture, crown property ; it was almost entirely burnt, but was granted to Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, by whom it was rebuilt ; upon his attainder, it again reverted to the Crown. Here Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, presented to Richard, Duke of Gloucester, a parchment purporting to be a declaration of the three estates in favour of Richard; and in the "Court of Baynard's Castle" Shakspeare has laid scenes 3 and 7, act hi., of King Richard III. ; the latter between Buckingham, the Mayor, Aldermen, and citizens, and Gloucester. Baynard's Castle was repaired by Henry VII., and used as a royal palace until the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when it was let to the Earls of Pembroke; and here, in 1553, the Privy Council, "changing their mind from Lady Jane," proclaimed Queen Mary. The castle subsequently became the residence of the Earls of Shrewsbury. Pepys records King Charles II. supping here, 19th June, 1660 ; and six years after the castle was destroyed in the Great Fire. The buildings surrounded two court-yards, with the south front to the Thames, and the north in Thames-street, where was the principal entrance. ' Two of the towers, incorporated with other buildings, remained till the present century, when they were pulled down to make way for the Carron Iron Company's premises. The ward in which stood the fortress-palace is named Castle-Baynard, as is also a wharf upon the site ; and a public-house in the neighbourhood long bore the sign of " Duke Humphrey's Head." In Notes and Queries, No. 11, it is shown that Bainiardus, who gave his name to Baynard's Castle, held land here of the Abbot of Westminster ; and in a grant of 1G53 is described " the common field at Paddington" (now Bayswater Field), as being " near to a place commonly called Baynard's Watering." Hence it is concluded " that this portion of ground, always remarkable for its springs of excellent water, once supplied water to Baynard, his household, or his castle ; that the memory of his name was preserved in the neighbourhood for six centuries ;" and that this watering-place is now Bayswater. BAZAARS. THE Bazaar is an adaptation from the East, the true principle of which is the classification of trades. Thus, Paternoster-row, with its books; Newport Market, with its butchers' shops; and Monmouth-street with its shoes; are more properly Bazaars than the miscellaneous stalls assembled under cover, which are in London designated by this name. Exeter 'Change was a great cutlery bazaar ; and the row of attorneys' shops in the Lord Mayor's Court Office, in the second Royal Exchange, were a kind of legal Bazaar, the name of each attorney being inscribed upon a projecting signboard. The Crystal Palace of 1851, and the Great Exhibition of 1862, were vast assemblages of Bazaars. The Crystal Palace at Sydenham partakes of this character. The introduction of the Bazaar into the metropolis dates from 1816, when was opened the Soho Bazaar, at 4, 5, and 6, Soho-square. It was planned solely by Mr.

  
    BAZAARS. 41 John Trotter, with a truly benevolent motive. At the termination of the War, when a great number of widows, orphans, and relatives of those who had lost their lives on foreign service were in distress and without employment, Mr. Trotter conceived that an establishment in the hands of Government would promote the views of the respectable and industrious (possessing but small means) by affording them advantages to begin business without great risk and outlay of capital. Mr. Trotter having at that time an extensive range of premises unoccupied, without any idea of personal emolument, offered them to Government, free of expense, for several years, engaging also to undertake their direction and management on the same disinterested terms. His scheme was, however, considered visionary, and his offer rejected. Mr. Trotter then undertook the responsibility himself; the Bazaar was opened 1st February, 1816, and by excellent management, the establishment has since nourished ; this success being mainly attributable to the selection of persons of respectability as its inmates, for whose protection an efficient superintendence of several matrons is provided. The counters are mostly for fancy goods, and to obtain a tenancy requires a testimonial respectably signed. The success of the Soho Bazaar led to establishments formed by private individuals, but with only temporary success. The Western Exchange, Old Bond-street (with an entrance from the Burlington Arcade), was burnt down, and not re-established. The Queen's Bazaar, on the north side of Oxford-street, the rear in Castle-street, was destroyed, May 23, 1829, by a fire which commenced at a dioramic exhibition of "the Destruction of York Minster by fire." The Bazaar was rebuilt; but proving unsuccessful, was taken down, and upon the site was built the Princess' Theatre. The Pantheon Bazaar, on the south side of Oxford-street, with an entrance in Great Marlborough-street, was constructed in 1834, from the designs of Sydney Smirke, A.R.A., within the walls of the Pantheon Theatre, built in 1812 ; the fronts to Oxfordstreet and Poland-street being the only remains of the original structure. The magnificent staircase leads to a suite of rooms, in which pictures are placed for sale ; and thence to the great Basilical Hall or Bazaar, which is 116 feet long, 8S feet wide, and 60 feet high ; it is mostly lighted from curved windows in the roof, which is richly decorated, as are the piers of the arcades, with arabesque scrolls of flowers, fruit, and birds ; the ornaments of papier-mache by Bielefield. The style of decoration is from the loggias of the Vatican. The galleries and the floor are laid out with counters, and promenades between. From the southern end of the hall is the entrance to an elegant conservatory and aviary, mostly of glass, ornamented in Saracenic style. Here are birds of rich plumage, with luxuriant plants, which, with the profusion of marble, gilding, and colour, have a very pleasing effect in the heart of the smoky town. The Bazaar in Baker-street, Portman-square, was originally established for the sale of horses; but carriages, harness, furniture, stoves, and glass are the commodities now sold here. Madame Tussaud's Wax-work Exhibition occupies the greater part ; and here, annually, in December, the Smithfield Club Cattle Show formerly took place. The Pantechnicon, Halkin-street, Belgrave- square, is a Bazaar chiefly for carriages and furniture. Here, too, you may warehouse furniture, wine, pictures, and carriages, for any period, at a light charge compared with house-rent. The Lowther Bazaar, nearly opposite the Lowther Arcade, Strand, was a repository of fancy goods, besides a " Magic Cave," and other exhibitions. The establishment was frequently visited by Louis Philippe from 1848 to 1850. The Magic Cave, with its cosmoramic pictures, realized 1500^. per annum, at 6d. for each admission. This and the house adjoining, eastward, have fronts of tasteful architectural design. St. James's Bazaar, King-street, St. James's-street, was built for Mr. Crockford, in 1832, and has a saloon nearly 200 feet long by 40 wide. Here were exhibited, in 1841, three dioramic tableaux of the second obsequies of Napoleon, in Paris, at December, 1841. And in 1844 took place here the first exhibition of Decorative Works for the New Houses of Parliament. The Cosjiorama, No. 207-209, Regent-street, originally an exhibition of views of

  
    > 42 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. places through large convex lenses, was altered into a Bazaar, subsequently, the Prince of Wales's Bazaar. The Anti-Coen-Law League Bazaab was held in the spring of 1845, when the auditory and stage of Covent-garden Theatre were fitted up for this purpose, and in six weeks 25,000Z. was cleared by the speculation, partly by admission-money. The Theatre was painted as a vast Tudor Hall, by Messrs. Grieve, and illuminated with gas in the day-time ; the goods being exhibited for sale on stalls, appropriated to the great manufacturing localities of the United Kingdom. At this time the Theatre was let to the League at 3000 guineas for the term of holding the Bazaar, and one night per week for public meetings throughout one year. The Pobtland Bazaab, 19, Langham-place, is noted for its " German Fair," aud its display of cleverly-modelled toy figures of animals. SUG GABS. BEGGING, although illegal, and forbidden by one of our latest statutes, is followed as a trade in the metropolis, perhaps more systematically than in any other European capital. It has been stated that the number of professional Beggars in and about London amounts to 15,000, more than two-thirds of whom are Irish. The vigilance of the Police, and the exposure of Beggars' frauds by the press and upon the stage (from the Beggars Opera to Tom and Jerry), have done much towards the suppression of Begging. The Mendicity Society, in Bed Lion-square, Holborn, established in 1818, has also moderated the evil by exposing and punishing impostors, and relieving deserving persons. The receipts of this institution are upwards of 4000Z. a year. In one day it has distributed 3300 meals. The Society has a mill, stoneyard, and oakum-room, in which, during one day, there have been employed 763 persons, who would otherwise have been begging in the streets. A record is kept of all begging-letter cases, from which police-magistrates obtain information as to the character of persons brought before them. There are other societies for similar objects. Sir John Fielding, in his " Cautions," published in 1776, gives a curious picture of the Sky Farmers who imposed upon the benevolent, as " good old charitable ladies," with dreadful stories of losses by fire, inundations, &c., for which the cheats collected subscriptions entered in a book, setting out with false names. Sir John says : — There are persons in this town who get a very good livelihood by writing letters and petitions of this stamp. A woman stuffed up as if she was ready to lie in, with two or three borrowed children and a letter, giving an account of her husband's falling off a scaffold and breaking his limbs, by being drowned at sea, is an irresistible object. Many years ago, there died in Broad-street Buildings, aged 81, John Yardley Vernon, who wore in the streets the garb of a beggar, though he possessed 100,000^., . which he realized as a stockbroker. Mr. Henry Mayhew has given us the fullest report of the Beggar-life of our time : which has been supplemented by Mr. Halliday : all tending to prove that indiscriminate relief of street-beggars is most delusive and dangerous. . With the ordinary types of " disaster beggars," such as shipwrecked mariners, blown-up miners — " those having real or pretended sores vulgarly known as the scaldman dodge," we are all familiar. But there are oddities and niceties even in this humble department of the Begging art. There are, for instance, the lucifer droppers. The business of these persons is to take a box or two of lucifers, and offer them for sale at a crowded and dirty corner. They choose a victim, and contrive to get in his way. Down go the lucifers in the mud, and the professional sets up a piteous howl. The gentleman is ashamed of having done so much mischief, and to quiet the complainant, who is generally of the softer sex, he gives her many times the worth of her dropped lucifers. " Famished Beggars " seem highly successful in their own line, but their success demands the natural advantages of a corpse-like face, an emaciated frame, and a power of enduring the winter's cold in rags. Among those endowed with these requisites, the more accomplished performers have invented many ingenious subtleties. One device is the " choking dodge." The famished beggar seizes on a crust and eagerly devours it ; but he has been too long without food — he tries in vain to swallow it, and it sticks in his throat. Another device is that of the " offal-eaters." These people decline absolutely to eat anything but what they find in the gutters. When we hear of all the trouble and ingenuity that is expended in deceiving us, we may well feel inclined to ask, as a beggar was once asked, " Don't you think you would have found it more profitable had you taken to labour or to some honester calling than your present one ?" But the candid answer returned is suggestive. " Well, sir, p'raps I might," he replied j "but going on the square is so dreadfully confining."— Saturday Bevieto, 1862.

  
    BELGBAVIA— BELLS AND CHIMES. 43 BELGBAVIA WAS originally applied as a sobriquet /to Belgrave and Eaton Squares and the radiating streets, but is now received as the legitimate name of this aristocratic quarter. In 1824, its site was " the Five Fields," intersected by mud-banks, and occupied by a few sheds. The clayey swamp retained so much water, that no one would build there ; and the " Fields " were the terror of foot-passengers proceeding from London to Chelsea after nightfall. At length, Mr. Thomas Cubitt found the strata to consist of gravel and clay, of considerable depth : the clay he removed, and burned into bricks; and by building upon the substratum of gravel, he converted this spot from the most unhealthy to one of the most healthy, to the immense advantage of the ground-landlord and the whole metropolis. This is one of the most perfect adaptations of the means to the end to be found in the records of the building art. In 1829, the same land, consisting of about 140 acres, was nearly covered with first and second class houses, the nucleus being Belgrave-square, designed by George Basevij the detached mansions, at the angles, by Hardwick, Kendall, and others ; the area, originally a nursery garden, about ten acres. The level is low ; for it has been ascertained that the ground-floor of Westbourne-terrace, Hyde Park Gardens, 70 feet above the Thames high-water mark, is on a level with the attics of Eaton and Belgrave Squares. Yet Chelsea acquired a proverbial salubrity in the last century by Doctors Arbuthnot, Sloane, Mead, and Cadogan residing there. Mr. Thomas Cubitt, who died in 1856, was, in his nineteenth year, working as a journeyman carpenter; he then took one voyage to India and back as captain's joiner, and on his return to London with his savings, commenced business in the metropolis as a carpenter. In about six years, upon a tract of ground in Gray's Inn-road, he erected large workshops. About 1824, he engaged with the Duke of Bedford and Lord Southampton for the ground on which Tavistock-square and Gordon-square, with Woburn-place, and adjoining streets, now stand. In the same year he engaged witli the Marquis of Westminster and Mr. Lowndes, to cover large portions of " the Five Fields," and ground adjacent : the results are Belgrave-square, Lowndes-square, Chesham-place, and other ranges of houses. He subsequently engaged to cover the vast open district lying between Eaton-square and the Thames, now South Belgravia. His works and establishment were at Thames Bank : they were destroyed by fire, by which Mr. Cubitt lost 30,0007. ; when he was apprised of the calamity, his noble reply was, " Tell the men they shall be at work within a week, and I will subscribe 6CKM. towards buying them new tools." His large engagements as to Belgrave-square, begun in 1825, hadjust been completed in the year of liis death; and his own dwelling-house at Denbies, in which he died, had only been just finished, as the future residence of his family. His portrait has been painted and engraved. He had two brothers, Alderman Cubitt, twice Lord Mayor'; and Lewis Cubitt, the eminent engineer, architect of the Great Northern Railway Terminus. — Memoir in the Builder, 1856. BULLS AND CHIMES. THE histories of the various peals of Bells in the metropolis, and the Societies by which their ringing has been reduced to scientific standards are interesting. Commencing from the Conquest, we have The Curfew. — Although the Couvrefeu law was abolished by Henry I., who restored the use of lamps and candles at night after the ringing of the Curfew-bell, which had been prohibited by his predecessors (Will. Malmesb., fol. 88), yet the custom of ringing the bell long continued ; and in certain parishes of the metropolis, and in some parts of the country, to the present time, "The curfew tolls the knell of parting day." Among the charges directed for the wardmote inquests of London, in the second mayoralty of Sir Henry Colet (a.d. 1495), it is said : " Also yf there be anye paryshe clerke that ryngeth curfewe after the curfewe be ronge at Bowe Chyrche, or Saint Brydes Chyrche, or Saint Gyles without Cripelgat, all suche to be presented." (Knight's Life of Lean Colet). The same charge is in the wardmote inquest 1649. " The church of St. Martin's-le-Grand, with those of Bow, St. Giles's, Cripplegate, and Barkin, had its Curfew-bell long after the servile injunction laid on the Londoners had ceased. These were sounded to give notice to the inhabitants of those districts to keep within, and not to wander in the streets; which were infested by a set of ruffians, who made a practice of insulting, wounding, robbing, and murdering the people whom they happened to meet abroad during the night." — Strype's Stow, v. L book iii. p. 106. "The Couvre-few is still rung, at eight o'clock, at St. Edmund the King, Lombard-street. At Bishopsgate (St. Botolph's) ; St. Leonard's, Shoreditch; Christchurch, Spitalfields; St. Michael's, Queenhithe; St. Mildred's, Bread -street ;* St. Antholin's, Budge-row ; and in some other City churches, * The bell at this church was silenced by order of vestry, December, 1847. <&

  
    U CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. there are bells, which are popularly known as the couvre-feu, but some of which are really, I believe prayer-bells. "On the southern side of the Thames, the couvre-feu was, till within these six or seven years, nightly rung at St. George's Church, Borough."— Mr. Syer Cuming : Proceedings of the British Archceologieal Association, April 12, 1848. * • Mr. Cuming also states that at St. Peter's Hospital, Newington (the Fishmongers' Almshouses, taken down in 1851), there was " a hell rung every evening from eight o'clock till nine, which the old parishioners were wont to denominate the couvre-feu ; hut it is now said that this was rung to warn all strangers from the premises, and the almspeople to their several apartments." The Curfew was not always rung at eight o'clock, for the sexton in the old play of the Merry Devil of Edmonton (4to. 1631) says : — " Well, 'tis nine a cloke, 'tis time to ring curfew." The Curfew-hell, strictly as such, had prohahly fallen into disuse previous to the time of Shakspeare, who, in Romeo and Juliet, applies the term to the morning hell : — " The second cock hath crow'd, The curfew-bell has rung, 'tis three o'clock." At Charterhouse, the Chapel-hell (which hears the arms and initials of Thomas Sutton, the founder, and the date 1631) is rung at eight and nine to warn the absent pensioner of the approaching hour ; and this practice is, we think, erroneously adduced as a relic of Curfew-ringing. " There is one peculiarity attached to the ringing, which is calculated to serve the office of the ordinary passing-bell ; and that is the number of strokes, which must correspond with the number of pensioners. So that when a brother-pensioner has deceased, his companions are informed of their loss by one stroke of the bell less than on the preceding evening." — Chronicles of Charterhouse, p. l->0. The Couvre-feu formerly in the collection of the Rev. Mr. Gostling, and so often engraved, passed into the possession of Horace Walpole, and was sold at Strawberry Hill, in 1842, to Mr. William Knight. It is of copper, riveted together, and in general form resembles the " Dutch-oven" of the present day. It is stated to have been used for extinguishing a fire, by raking the wood and embers to the back of the hearth, and then placing the open part of the couvre-feu close against the back of the chimney. In February, 1842, Mr. Syer Cuming purchased of a curiosity-dealer in Chancery-lane a couvre-feu closely resembling Mr. Gostling's; and Mr. Cuming considers both specimens to be of the same age, of the close of the loth or early part of the 16th century; whereas Mr. Gostling's specimen was stated to bo of the Norman period. A third example of the couvre-feu exists in the Canterbury Museum. Another Couvre-feu was sold by Messrs. Foster, in Pall Mall, April 11, I860; reputed date 1068. The Bell of the Clochard, or Bell-tower, of the ancient Palace at Westminster had a curious destination. Although we find the details of building the tower, by King Edward III., we find nothing respecting the construction or even placing of the clock, or the casting of not one, but three bells ; but bell-ropes and a vice or engine are mentioned. In later accounts (Henry VI.) we, however, have the expense of maintaining the clock and bells, for the superintendence of which Thomas Clockmaker received 13s. Ad. a year as his salary ; he was but a subordinate officer ; the account being rendered by Agnes de la Van, the wife of Jeffrey de la Van, who was himself the deputy of John Lenham, who is designated " Custos orologii domini Regis infra palatium suum Westmonasterio." — Rev. J. Hunter, F.S.A. : Archceologia, xxxvii. 23. Aubrey, in his Natural History of Wiltshire, ed. Britton, p. 102, has this note : " The great bell at Westminster, in the Clockiar at the New Palace Yard, 36,000 lib, weight. * * It was given by Jo. Montacute, Earle of (Salisbury, I think). Part of the inscription is thus, so. '  ., annis ab acuto monte Johannis.' " The three clock-bells when taken down, however, weighed less than 20,000 lb. The metal of the largest bell is now part of the great bell of St. Paul's Cathedral. The Gbeat Bell for the Westminster Palace Clock was cast at Norton, near Stockton-on-Tees, from the design of E. B. Denison, Q.C., in 1856, by Warner and Sons, Cripplegate ; its metal was nearly as hard as spring-steel, and it cracked in the sounding at Westminster, before it was attempted to be raised. It was then broken into pieces, and carted away to Mears's Foundry, Whitechapel, and there re-cast, with 2\ tons less metal ; the clapper weighs about 6 cwt. : the former weighed 12 cwt. It was raised Nov. 18, 1858 ; weight of bell, 1\\ tons : name, " St. Stephen j " note, nearer the true E natural than that of the first bell. This great bell having cracked, the clock for a time struck the quarters on the four qnarter-bells, and the hour also on the largest of them, which is smaller, but more powerful, as well as sweeter in tone, than the great bell of St. Paul's : its weight is 4 tons. The great or hour bell has been repaired, and is now in use.

  
    BELLS AND CRIMES. 45 St. Paul's Cathedral has four bells, — one in the northern, and three in the southern or clock -tower : the former is tolled for prayer three times a day, and has a clapper ; butneither of the four can be raised upon end and rung, as other church-bells. In the clock-tower are hung two bells for the quarters, and above them is hung the Great Bell, on gudgeons or axles, on which it moves when struck by the hammer of the clock. It was cast principally from the metal of a bell in the clock-tower opposite Westminster Hall Gate, which, before the Reformation, was named " Edward ;" subsequently to the time of Henry VIII., as appears by two lines in Eccles's Glee, it was called "Great Tom," as Gough conjectures, by a corruption of grand ton, from its deep, sonorous tone. On August 1, 1698, the clochard, or tower, was granted by William III. to St. Margaret's parish, and was taken down: when the bell was found to weigh 82 cwt. 2 qrs. 21 lbs., and was bought at 10c?. per lb., producing 3S5£. Vis. 6d., for St. Paul's. While being conveyed over the boundary of Westminster, under Temple Ear, it fell from the carriage ; it stood under a shed in the Cathedral Yard for some years, and was at length re-cast, with additional metal, the inscription stating it to have been "brought from the ruins of. Westminster." It was cast in 1709, by Richard Phelps, of Whitechapel, whose successors in the foundry, Charles and George Mears, state the dimensions, &c, as follows : — " Diameter, 6 feet 9| inches ; height to top of crown, 6 feet 4^ inches ; thickness at sound bow, 5^- inches; weight, 5 tons 4 cwt. We have a portion of the agreement made between the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's and Mr. Phelps, dated July 8th, 1709, it which it is stipulated that the hour-bell and quarters should be delivered at the Cathedral by the 1st of October in the same year." " The key-note (tonic) or sound of this bell is A flat (perhaps it was A natural, agreeably to the pitch at the time it was cast), but the sound heard at the greatest distance is that of E flat, or a fifth above the key-note ; and a musical ear, when close by, can perceive several harmonic sounds." — W. Parry. The Great Bell is never used, except for the striking of the hour, and for tolling at the deaths and funerals of any of the Royal Family, the Bishop of London, the Dean of the Cathedral; and the Lord Mayor, should he die in his mayoralty. The same hammer which strikes the hours has always been used to toll the bell, on the occasion of a demise ; but the sound then produced is not so loud as when the hour is struck, in consequence of the heavy clock-weight not being attached when the bell is tolled, and causing the hammer to strike with greater force than by manual strength. It was the Westminster " Great Tom " which the sentinel on duty at Windsor Castle, during the reign of William III., declared to have struck thirteen instead of twelve times at midnight, and thus cleared himself of the accusation by the reliefguard of sleeping upon his post. The story is told of St. Paul's Bell ; but the Cathedral had no heavy bell until the above grant by King William, who died in 1702 ; the circumstance is thus recorded in the Public Advertiser, Friday, June 22, 1770 :— "Mr. John Hatfield, who died last Monday at his house in Glasshouse Yard, Aldersgate, aged 102 years, was a soldier in the reign of William and Mary, and the person who was tried and condemned by a court-martial for falling asleep on his duty upon the Terrace at Windsor. He absolutely denied the charge against him, and solemnly declared that he heard St. Paul's clock strike thirteen ; the truth of which was much doubted by the court, because of the great distance. But whilst he was under sentence of death, an affidavit was made by several persons, that the clock actually did strike thirteen instead of twelve ; whereupon he received his Majesty's pardon." This striking thirteen, instead of twelve, is mechanically possible, and was caused by the lifting-piece holding on too long. The ancient Societies of Bell-ringers in London, called " College Youths," " Cumberland Youths," &c, it is very probable, are relics of the ancient Guilds ; for, as early as the time of Edward the Confessor, there was in Westminster a guild of ringers. They were re-organized by Henry III.; and by a patent roll in the 39th year of his reign, the brethren of the Guild of Westminster, who were appointed to ring the great bells there, were to receive annually out of the exchequer 100 shillings — 50 at Easter and 50 at Michaelmas — until was provided the like sum for them payable out of lands for the said ringing. And "that the brethren and their successors for ever enjoy all the privileges and free customs which they have enjoyed from the time of Edward the Confessor, to the date of these presents." In the library of All Souls', Oxon, is a manuscript of " The orders agreed upon by

  
    46 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. the company exercising the arte of ringing, knowne and called hy the name of the Schollers of Cheapsyde, in London, hegun 2nd February, 1603." This MS. contains the names of all the members down to the year 1634. After this date, in 1637, the Society of College Youths was established by Lord Brereton, Sir Cliff Clifton, and several other gentlemen, for the practice of ringing. They used to ring at St. Martin's Vintry, on College-hill, near Doctors' Commons, upon a peal of six bells. This church was burnt in the Great Fire of London, and never rebuilt; but the Society still retains the name derived from College-hill, and has in its possession a massive silver bell, which formed the top of the staff which used to be carried by the beadle of the Society when the members attended divine service at Bow Church, on the anniversary of its foundation, and other occasions ; also an old book, in which the names of its members are entered. This book was lost at the time of the Great Fire, but was subsequently recovered. The names in it are sufficient to show that ringing was considered an amusement worthy of nobles, divines, and scholars. Among the notables who have been elected members are the Hon. Robert Cecil (Marquis of Salisbury), Sir John Bolles and Sir Watkin W. Wynne, baronets ; Sirs Francis Withins, Martin Lomly; Richard Everard, Henry Tulse, aldermen, Richard Atkins, Henry Chauncey, Thomas Samnell, Gilbert Dolbin, William Culpeper ; John Tash, alderman ; Henry Hicks, and Watkin Lewis, knights. About 1700, another Society was formed, which was called " The London Scholars." In 1746, the name was changed to the present title, " The Cumberland Youths," in consequence of the great victory under the Duke of Cumberland, at the battle of Culloden in that year. The London Scholars rang the bells of Shoreditch Church as the victorious Duke passed by on his return from the battle ; for which a medal of the Duke and his chargers was presented to the Society, and is still worn by the master of the Society of Cumberland Youths, at their general meetings. The St. James's Youths, another society, was established on St. James's-day, 25th July, 1824, at St. James's Church, Clerkenwell. The grandsire ringing principally belongs to this society, as it is the first rudiment of the half-pull ringing. About 1841, the Society rang a peal of 12,000 changes of grandsire quatres at All Saints' Church, Fulham ; also 7325 of grandsire cinques at St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, in 1837 ; and many other peals besides, as recorded in London church-belfries. The head-quarters of the society are at St. Clement Danes, Strand. The parochial ringing churches are St. Andrew's, St. Sepulchre's, St. Dunstan's in the West, St. Clement's, Westminster Abbey, St. John's, Waterloo-road j and St. Mary's, Lambeth : — There are certain Bells still remaining in London, notwithstanding the Great Fire, which have historical notes. That, for instance, at the top of the Bell-tower which adjoins the Governor's lodgings in the Tower, which was probably tolled at the execution of Lady Jane Grey, Anne Boleyn, and other State prisoners, and probably sounded alarms of fire and other calamities in early days. This bell seems to have been more particularly used by the Tower authorities than that in St. Peter's Church, which stands near the spot where the scaffold was usually erected. The bells of St. Bartholomew's, Smithfield, are old, and were probably rung when the Court has come to the tournaments and jousting at Smithfield. With the exception of Westminster Abbey, St. Saviour's, All Hallows Barking, Cripplegate, and Old St. Pancras, there are few of the ancient bell-towers of the metropolis remaining. Several of the bells, however, may have been saved from the ruins of the Great Fire. There is also the bell of the Charter-house, which has tolled at the departure of a brother from soon after the death of Thomas Sutton. Many will still remember that, while the fire of the second Royal Exchange was raging, the self-acting bells played merrily the tune of " There is nae luck about the house," and eventually fell with a crash amidst the blazing ruins. — Communication* to the Builder. The curious custom of a new rector tolling himself into his new benefice, is observed in the City churches. Before the Reformation, no layman was allowed to be a " ringer," and the ecclesiastics had to perform their office in surplice. The " tollingin" is as follows : — " The rector is met at the door of the church by the trustees of the church property belonging to the parish, and the churchwardens. Having obtained possession of the keys of the church, the new rector unlocks the doors : then, having closed them, he proceeds alone to the belfry, and for a few minutes tolls one of the bells, thus complying with the custom imposed by the ordinances of the Church, by announcing to the parishioners at large his acceptance of the rectorship, and his possession of the church property. Bow Bells are of ancient celebrity j and it was from the extreme fondness of the citizens for them in old times that a genuine Cockney has been supposed to be born

  
    BELLS AND CHIMES. 47 within the sound of Bow Bells. According to Fynes Morison, the Londoners, and all within the sound of Bow Bells, are, in reproach, called Cockneys, and eaters of " buttered toasts." Beaumont and Fletcher speak of " Bow Bell suckers," i.e., as Mr. Dyce properly explains it, " children born within the sound of Bow Bells." From a book of ordinances of the City of Worcester, Mr. Burtt quotes certain annual payments, dating from very early times, for ringing "day-bell" and "bow-bell," the latter being doubtless the same as the curfew, although now rung at eight instead of at nine, as at the time of the ordinances. There is no local explanation of the term bow-bell, but Mr. Burtt considers Mr. Wolf's suggestion feasible— that as the curfew bell of London was rung at Bow Church, the name of that church was adopted in other places, and applied to the bell. — Proceedings of the British Archaeological Association, April, 1866. In 1469, by an Order of Common Council, Bow bell was to be rung nightly at nine o'clock, and lights were to be exhibited in the steeple to direct the traveller. When the church was rebuilt, the belfry was prepared for twelve bells, but only eight were placed : these got out of order, and in 1758 the citizens petitioned the vestry, that the tenor bell being the completest in Europe, and the other seven very inferior, they requested to be allowed, at their own expense, to recast the seven smaller bells, and to add two trebles. This was permitted, after Dance and Chambers, the architects, had reported that " neither such additional weight, nor any weight that can be put upon the steeple, will have any greater effect than the bells now placed there." Accordingly, the set of ten bells was completed by subscription, and was first rung June 4, 1762, the anniversary of the birth of King George III. In the year 1822, some fear was expressed that the use of the bells would endanger the steeple, when, by order of vestry, the bells were rung for trial; and from a subsequent examination, there did not appear to be any cause for alarm. The present set is much heavier, and much more powerful in tone, than the first peal of bells : it requires two men to ring the largest (the tenor, 53 cwt., key C), in consequence of its not having been properly hung. In 1837, the College Youths rang a grand peal of Stedman quatres on Bow Bells ; also, in 1840, a peal of triple ten, at the same church. Mr. W. H. Burwash, the sexton of St. James's, Clerkenwell, rang the triple to both peals, and conducted them ; and Mr. A. C. Frost rang the tenor to both : weight, 2 tons 13 cwt. 22 lb., stated to be the greatest bell rung by a single man in England. St. Bride's has a fine peal. A century ago, the College Youths, at their own expense, placed the two small bells in St. Bride's tower, to make the present peal of twelve bells ; and, about 1730, twelve members of the Society rang the first peal of triple-bob maximus that was ever known to be rung on twelve bells. Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Grey and Lord Chief- Justice Hale were members of this Society, and rang in the peal. There is still a record of this feat in St. Bride's ringing-room. On Monday evening, March 13, 1843, the Cumberland Society rang a complete peal of cinques on Stedman's principle, consisting of 5146 changes, in four hours two minutes, at St. Bride's ; it being the first peal in that scientific method ever performed on the bells. Chjiistchtjrch, Spitalfields', Bells are scarcely inferior to any in the kingdom ; the tenor weighs 44 cwt., or 4928 lbs. In the spring of 1836, by a fire which broke out in the belfry, and reached the loft, the tenor fell upon the other bells, and the whole were shivered to pieces, or fused by the heat of the conflagration; the clock and chimes were also destroyed : they have all been replaced. St. Leonard's, Shoreditch. — Here the London Society of Cumberland accomplished their greatest achievement in olden times — a peal of 12,000 changes of triple-bob royals, which took nine hours and five minutes on 10 bells, March 27th, 1784, of which there is a record in the tower, written on copper. The Society, in 1820, added two new small bells to St. Leonard's, to make a peal of 12 bells, at their own costover 1001. ; but it is to be regretted that the great bell of the peal has been cracked. St. Maetin's-in-the-Fields. — The peal of 12 bells has been put in good ringing order, and all the bells made to strike true, to the satisfaction of the parochial ringers and the Cumberland Society, who regard the ringing as now more easy and more

  
    48 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. merry, as well as more musically true. The hammer of the church-clock, too, has been altered so as to strike downwards instead of upwards, thus giving greater force and clearness to the tone. The ringing-room itself has also been improved ; boxes have been placed to the bells, and the place lit with gas, as well as the staircase and bell-chamber. On Nov. 19, 1862, the Cumberland Society rang here a peal of 5050 changes of Stedman's quatres, in three hours and twenty-eight minutes, in honour of the Prince of Wales attaining his majority. St. Michael's, Cornhill, had in Stow's time, six bells, the sixth being " rung by one man by the space of 160 yeares"; (?) Upon one St. James's night, on the ringing of a peal, during a storm, the lightning entered at the north window, which so terrified the ringers that "they lay down as dead." The present tower, rebuilt 1723, has a fine peal of 12 bells, with which, in March, 1866, twelve members of the College Youths rang a fine and good peal of treble-bob maximus, consisting of 5088 changes, occupying three hours and fifty-two minutes ; this being the first peal on treble-bobs, on twelve bells ever rung, when the tenor man conducted the peal. St. Saviour's, Southwark, has a beautiful tenor and 12 large bells ; a spacious ringingroom with great marble tablet, put up at the expense of the various societies of ringers in London : a record of a grand peal by the Cumberland Society cost 20 guineas. The 12 bells of St. Saviour's, were not rung at the opening of New London Bridge, in 1831, on account of the alleged insecurity it would occasion to the tower. The tenor of this peal weighs 52^ cwt. ; that of Bow, 53 cwt. St. Sepulchre's Bell has a melancholy history. In 1605, Mr. R. Dowe left 501. to this parish, on condition that a person should go to Newgate in the still of the night before every execution-day, and, standing as near as possible to the cells of the condemned, should, with a hand-bell (which he also left), give twelve solemn tolls, with double strokes, and then deliver this impressive exhortation : — " All you that in the condemned hole do lie, Prepare you, for to-morrow you shall die; Watch, all, and pray, the hour is drawing near That you hefore the Almighty must appear; Examine well yourselves, in time repent, That you may not t' eternal flames be sent. And when St. Sepulchre's Bell to-morrow tolls, The Lord have mercy on your souls ! Past twelve o'clock !" Dowe likewise ordered that the great bell of the church should toll on the morning ; and that, as the criminals passed the wall to Tyburn, the bellman or sexton should look over it and say, "All good people, pray heartily unto God for these poor sinners, who are now going to their death ;" for which he who says it is to receive 11. 6s. 8d.; let us hope that the gift ere long will be a free one. St. Stephen's, Rochester-row, Westminster. — Miss Burdett Coutts has given to this church, built at her cost, a fine peal of eight bells, with a tenor of 1 ton 5 cwt. ; and to St. Ann's, Highgate-rise, a peal of eight bells. Chimes. — The only church chimes now existing in the metropolis are those of St. Clement Danes, in the Strand; St. Giles's, Cripplegate; St. Dionis, Fenchurch-street ; and St. Bride's, Fleet-street. The Cripplegate chimes are the finest in London ; they were constructed by a poor working man. Formerly, several churches in London, including those of St. Margaret and St. Sepulchre, had chime-hammers annexed to their bells. In each Royal Exchange, the business has been regulated by a bell : in Gresham's original edifice was a tower " containing the bell, which twice a day summoned merchants to the spot — at twelve o'clock at noon, and at six o'clock in the evening." (Burgon's Life and Times of Sir T. Oresliam, ii. 345). The Chimes at the Royal Exchange, destroyed by fire in 1S38, played, at intervals of three hours, " God save the Queen," " Life let us cherish," " The Old 104th Psalm (on Sundays), and " There's nae luck about the house," which last air they played at twelve o'clock on the night of the fire, just as the flames reached the chime-loft. In the new Exchange, chimes have not been forgotten. The airs have been arranged

  
    BERMONDSEY. 49 by Mr. E. Taylor, the Gresham Professor of Music ; which Mr. Dent has applied on the chime-barrel. The airs are : — 1. A Psalm tnne, by Henry Lawes, the friend of Milton ; it is in the key of B flat, so as to exhibit the capability of the chimes to play in different keys. 2. God save the Queen, in E flat. 3. Rule Britannia. 4. An air selected by Professor Taylor to exhibit the power of the bells. The key in which the bells are set is E flat. There are fifteen bells, and two hammers to several, so as to play ra,pid passages. There are frequently three hammers striking different bells simultaneously, and sometimes five. The notes of the bells are as follows :— B flat, A natural, A flat, G, F, E flat, D natural, D flat, C, B flat, A natural, A flat, G, P, and E flat. The first bell, B flat, weighs 4cwt. 261bs., and its cord, 8cwt. 2 qrs. 5 lbs.; the four bells, A flat, G, F, and E flat» weigh severally, lOcwt. lqr. 9 lbs., 12cwt. 2 qrs. 27 lbs., 15 cwt. 2 qrs. lllbs., and 23 cwt. 2 qrs. 24 lbs. The united weight of them is 131 c wt. 1 qr. They were cast by Messrs. Mears, of Whitechapel. BERMONDSEY IS a large parish in Surrey, adjoining the borough of Southwark ; and named Beormund's eye, or island, from its having been the property of some Saxon or Danish Thane, and the land being insulated by watercourses connected with the Thames. In 1082, a wealthy citizen built here a convent, wherein some Cluniac Monks settled in 1089, to whom William Rufus gave the manor of Bermondsey ; and numeroxis donations and grants followed, until this became one of the most considerable alien priories in England. From its vicinity to London, the monastery occasionally became the residence of royal personages. Katherine of France, widow of Henry V., retired to this sanctuary, and- died here, Jan. 3, 1437; and Elizabeth Widvile, relict of Edward IV., was committed to the custody of the monks by her son-in-law, Henry VII., and ended her days here, in penury and sorrow, in 1492. Among the persons of note interred here is said to have been Margaret de la Pole, wife of Edmund de la Pole, afterwards Earl of Suffolk, who was executed by Henry VIII., in 1513. The Abbey occupied the ground between Grange-walk (where was a farm) and Long-walk, which was a passage between the monastic buildings and the conventual church ; the latter a little south of the present parish church of St. Mary Magdalene, originally founded by the Priors of Bermondsey for their tenantry ; rebuilt in 1680, and since repaired. Among the communion-plate is an ancient silver alms-dish, supposed to have belonged to the abbey. A drawing formerly in Mr. Upcott's collection shows the monastery as rebuilt early in the reign of Edward III., and the cloisters and refectory in 1380. After the surrender of the establishment to Henry VIII., he granted it to Sir Robert Southwell, Master of the Bolls : it was by him sold to Sir Thomas Hope, who, in 1545, pulled down the ancient Priory Church, and with the materials built Bermondsey House, where died Thomas Ratcliffe, Earl of Sussex (Lord Chamberlain to Queen Elizabeth), in 1583. The east gate of the monastery was taken down about 1760 ; the great gate-house was nearly entire in 1806, shortly after which all the ancient buildings were removed, and Abbeystreet built on their site. Bermondsey-square now occupies the great close of the Abbey, and Grange-road was its pasture-ground, extending to the farm ; the ancient watercourse, Neckinger, was once navigable from the Thames to the Abbey. Adjoining was an Almonry, or Hospital, for " indigent children and necessitous converts," erected by Prior Richard in 1213, but not to be traced after the Reformation. There is, in the Spa-road, St. James's Chapel, a Grecian edifice, opened in 1829 ; pr>. the altar-piece is a large picture of " the Ascension," painted by John Wood, in 1844, and the prize picture selected from among eighty competitors for 500£. bequeathed for this purpose by Mr. Harcourt, a parishioner, and awarded by Eastlake and Haydon. St. Paul's Gothic Church and Schools were opened in 1848 ; and Christ Church and Schools, Neckiuger-road (Romanesque), in 1849. The Roman Catholic population of Bermondsey exceeds 5000 persons ; they have a large church near Dockhead, opened in 1835. Precisely three centuries after the Dissolution of the Monasteries, was founded here, in 1838, a Convent for the " Sisters of Mercy." The inmates are mostly ladies of fortune, and support a school for 200 children. Sister Mary, the Lady Barbara Eyre, second daughter of the sixth Earl of Newburgh, took the vows December 12, 1839 ; with Miss Ponsonby, Sister Vincent. At Bermondsey, perhaps, is carried on a greater variety of trades and manufactures E

  
    50 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. than in any other parish of the kingdom. It has been the seat of the Leather Market for nearly two centuries ; its series of tidal streams from the Thames twice in twentyfour hours supplying water for the tanners and leather-dressers. At the Neckinger Mills here, nearly half a million of hides and skins are converted into leather yearly ; and in the great Skin Market are sold the skins from nearly all the sheep slaughtered in London., Steam -machinery is much employed in the manufactories ; and in Longlane is an engine chimney-shaft 175 feet high. Here is Christy's Hat Manufactory, employing 500 persons, and considered the largest establishment of the kind in the world. Here, too, abound paper and lead mille, chemical works, boat and ship builders, mast and block makers, rope and sail makers, coopers, turpentine works, &c. ol r> The tidal ditches, with their filthy dwellings, produced cholera in 1832 and 1848-49 ; in the latter year 189 deaths occurred in 1000 inhabitants. Here is Jacob's Island, so powerfully pictured in Dickens's novel of Oliver Twist. Bermondsey Spa, a chalybeate spring, discovered about 1770, was opened in 1780, as a minor Vauxhall, with fireworks, and a picture-model of the siege of Gibraltar, painted by Keyse, and occupying about four acres. He died in 1800, and the garden was shut up about 1805. There are tokens of the place extant j the Spa-road is named from it. In the parish was born Mary Johns, the daughter of a cooper, in 1752, who wrote the Lord's Prayer in the compass of a silver penny. In the Registers, 1604, is the " forme of a solemne Vowe made betwixt a Man and his Wife, having been longe absent, through which occasion the Woman beinge married to another Man, took her again." Viewed from the Greenwich Railway, which crosses its north-eastern side, Bermondsey presents a curious picture of busy life, amid its streams and tan-pits, its narrow streets, close rents and lanes, by no means tributary to the public health. Yet the district has long been noted for longevity; and from 90 to 105 years are not uncommon in the burial registers. BETHNAL GREEK, (*A VILLAGE or large green, formerly a hamlet of Stepney, but made a parish (St. Matthew) in 1743. The old English ballad of The Blind Beggar of Bednall Green has given the district a long celebrity j the story " decorates not only the signposts of the publicans, but the staff of the parish beadle." — (Lysons.) The incidents }> \b have been poetically wrought into a drama by Sheridan Knowles. The mansion traditionally pointed to as " the Blind Beggar's House" was, however, built by John Thorpe, in 1570, for a citizen of London, and called after him, " Kirby's Castle." Pepys describes his visits to this house, then Sir W. Rider's, to dinner : his " fine merry walk with the ladies alone after dinner, in the garden ; the greatest quantity of strawberries he ever saw, and good." It was then said that only some of the outhouses, and not the mansion, were built by the Blind Beggar of Bethnal Green. Robert Ainsworth, author of the Latin Dictionary which bears his name, kept an academy at Bethnal Green. Here was a large house said to have been a palace of Bishop Bonner's, and taken down in 1849, in forming Victoria Park. Between 1839 and 1849, there were builfc here ten district churches, principally through the exertions of Dr. Blomfield, Bishop of London : the tenth of these churches (St. Thomas's) was erected at the sole cost of a private individual. Silk-weavers live in great numbers at Bethnal Green. Nichol-street, New Nichol-street, Half Nicbol-street, Nichol-row, Turvil-street, comprising within the same area numerous blind courts and alleys, form a densely-crowded district in Bethnal Green. Among its inhabitants may be found street vendors of every kind of produce, travellers to fairs, tramps, dog-fanciers, dog-stealers, men and women sharpers, shoplifters and pickpockets. It abounds with the young Arabs of the streets, and its outward moral degradation is at once apparent to any one who passes that way. Here the police are certain to be found, day and night, their presence being required to quell riots and to preserve decency. Sunday is a day much devoted to pet pigeons and to bird-singing clubs : prizes are given to such as excel in note, and a ready sale follows each award. Time thus employed was formerly devoted to cock-fighting. In this locality, twenty-five years ago, an employer of labour, Mr. Jonathan Duthoit, made an attempt to influence the people for good by the hire of a room for meeting purposes. The first attendance consisted of one person. Persistent efforts were, however, made ; other rooms have from time to time been taken and enlarged ; here is a Hall for Christian instruction ; and another for Educational purposes ; Illustrated Lectures are delivered ; a Loan Library has been established, also a Clothing Club and Penny Bank, and Training Classes for industrial purposes. — Athenaeum, 1862.

  
    BETHLEM HOSPITAL. 51 BETHLEM OR BETHLEHEM HOSPITAL. THE history of the word Bedlam, by which this Hospital was called, within recollection, has been the subject of much curious inquiry. Our lexicographers commonly refer its introduction into our language to the conversion of a religious house of this name into a lunatic asylum, or about 320 years ago. The word Bedlem, however, occurs in Tyndale's quarto testament, twenty or two-and-twenty years before the above date; and Mr. Gairdner has proved it to have been so applied still earlier : — It is quite true, says Mr. Gairdner, that the Hospital was granted to the City of London for the purpose to which it is still applied, either by Henry the Eighth or Edward the Sixth ; but it is a mistake to suppose it had never been so used before. The royal grant changed the government of the hospital, not its use. Monastic institutions, whatever evils they may have been answerable for, were undoubtedly the medium of much practical good that we seldom give them credit for, and to mental and bodily disease they offered such assistance as the skill and science of the age afforded. I have myself met with a passage in the works of Tyndale's great opponent, Sir Thomas More, who died even before (a martyr, too, though for a different cause), which proves beyond a doubt that Bethlehem Hospital was a place for lunatics before the dissolution of the religious houses. " Think not," he says, in his treatise De Quatuor Novissimis (page 73 of his English works), — " Think not that every thing is plesant that men for madnes laughe at. For thou shalt in Bedleem see one laugh at the knocking of his own hed against a post, and yet there is little pleasure therein." Bethlem Hospital originated in an establishment founded as a " Priory of Canons, with brethren and sisters," in 1246, by Simon Fitz-Mary, a sheriff of London ; towards which he gave all his lands in St. Botolph without Bishopsgate, being the spot afterwards known as Old Bethlem, now Liverpool-street. This priory stood on the east side of Moorfields, from which it was divided by a deep ditch. It is described as " an Hospital " in 1330 ; in 1346 it was received under the protection of the City of London, who purchased the patronage, lands, and tenements in 1546 ; and in the same year, Henry VIII. gave the Hospital to the City, though not before he had endeavoured to sell it to them : it was united to Bridewell Hospital in 1557. Bethlem is, however, first mentioned as an hospital for lunatics in 1402. The earliest establishment of the kind in the metropolis appears, from Stow, to have been " by Charing Cross," though when founded is unknown ; " but it was said that some time a king of England, not liking distraught and lunatic people to remain so near his palace caused them to be removed farther off to Bethlem ;" to which Hospital the site of the house in question belonged till 1830, when it was exchanged with the Crown to make way for the improvements at Charing Cross. The priory buildings becoming dilapidated, another Hospital was built in 1675-76, on the south side of Moorfields, north of the London Wall, on ground leased to the Governors by the Corporation for 999 years, at 1*. annual rent, if demanded. This, the centre of Old Bethlem Hospital, cost 17,000/., raised by subscription : it was designed by Robert Hooke ; but there is no foundation for the traditional story of its so closely resembling the palace of the Tuileries, that Louis XIV., in retaliation, ordered a copy of our King's palace at St. James's to be built for his offices. This second Bethlem was 540 feet in length and 40 feet in breadth ; it was surrounded by gardens, in one of which the convalescent lunatics were allowed to walk ; the whole was enclosed by a high wall and gates ; the posterns of the latter were surmounted with two finely-sculptured figures of Raving and Melancholy Madness, by Caius Gabriel Cibber, the father of Colley. In 1733, two wings were added for incurable patients. In 1754, the Hospital is described as consisting chiefly of two galleries, one over the other, divided in the middle by two iron gates, so that all the men were placed at one end of the house and all the women at the other ; there was also " a bathing-place for the patients, so contrived as to be a hot or cold bath." The Hospital then held 150 patients. The favourite resort of the poor inmates was the Fore-street end of the building, from the windows of which we have seen them look out upon the unafflicted passengers in the streets below. Here Nat Lee, the tragic poet, was confined four years; he did not live long after his release. Here too was confined Oliver Cromwell's gigantic porter, E 2

  
    52 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. who is traditionally said to have been the original of one of Gibber's figures. Hannah Snell, the female soldier, who received a pension for wounds received at the siege of Pondicherry, died a patient of Bethlem, in 1792. " Tom o' Bedlam" was the name given to certain out-door patients, for whom room could not be found in the Hospital. They wore upon their arms metal plates, licensing them to go a-begging, which many cunning impostors adopted, until a caution from the Governor put a stop to the fraud. In 1799, the Hospital was reported by a committee to be in a very bad condition : it had been built in sixteen months, upon part of the City ditch filled in with rubbish, so that it was requisite to shore-up and underpin the walls. At length it was resolved to rebuild the Hospital ; and in 1810 its site, 2\ acres, was exchanged for about 11 acres in St. George's Fields, including the gardens of the infamous Dog and Duck. The building fund was increased by grants of public money, and benefactions, from the Corporation, City companies, and private individuals. The first stone of the new edifice, for 200 patients, was laid in April 1812, and completed in August 1815, at a cost of 122,572Z. 8s., the exact sum raised for the purpose. It was built from three prize designs, superintended by the late Mr. Lewis : it consists of a centre and two wings, the entrance being beneath a hexastyle Ionic portico of six columns, with the royal arms in the pediment, and underneath the motto : — Hen. tiii. eege ■ fundatvm • civium ■ 1AKGITAS ' PEEFECIT. Two wings, for which the Government advanced 25,144Z., were appropriated to criminal lunatics. Other buildings have since been added, for 166 patients, by Sydney Smirke, A.R.A., the first stone of which was laid July 26, 1838, when a public breakfast was given at a cost of 4647. 8s. to the Hospital, and a narrative of the proceedings was printed at a charge to the charity of UOl. The entire building is three stories in height, and 897 feet in length. To the Y^ centre was added a large and lofty dome in 1815 ; the diameter is 37 feet, and it is about 150 feet in height from the grouud. The Hospital and grounds extend to eight acres ; the adjoining three acres being devoted to the House of Occupation, a branch of Bridewell Hospital. In the entrance-hall are placed Gibber's two statues, from the old Hospital : they are of Portland stone, and were restored by the younger Bacon in 1814 ; they are screened by curtains, which are only withdrawn upon public occasions : some of the irons formerly used are also shown as (curiosities. The basement and three floors are divided into galleries. The improved management was introduced about 1816. The patients employ themselves in knitting and tailoring, in laundry-work, at the needle, and in embroidery ; the women have pianos and occasionally dance in the evening ; the men have billiards and bagatelle tables, newspapers, and periodicals ; and they play in the grounds at trap-ball, cricket, fives, leap-frog, &c. Others work at their trades, in which, though dangerous weapons have been entrusted to them, no mischief has ensued, and the employment often induces speedy cure. The railed-in fire-places and the bone knives are almost the only visible peculiarities; there are cells lined and floored with cork and india-rubber for refractorylpatients. The building is fire-proof throughout, and warmed by hot air and water. From the first reception of lunatics into Bethlem, their condition and treatment was wretched in the extreme. In a visitation of 1403 are mentioned iron chains with locks and keys, and manacles and stocks. In 1598, the house was reported so loathsome and so filthily kept, as not fit to. be entered; and the inmates were termed prisoners. In a record of 1619 are expenses of straw and fetters. Up to the year 1770, the public were admitted to see the lunatics at Id. each, by which the Hospital derived a revenue of at least 400£. a year : hence Bethlem became one of " the sights of London;" and such was the mischief occasioned by this brutal and degrading practice, that, to prevent disturbances, the porter was annually sworn a constable, and attended with other servants to keep order. So late as 1814, the rooms resembled dog-kennels ; the female patients chained by one arm or leg to the wall, were covered by a blanket-gown only, the feet being naked ; and they lay upon straw. The male patients were chained, handcuffed, or locked to the wall; and chains were universally substituted for the strait-waistcoat. One Norris, stated to be refractory, was chained by a strong iron ring, riveted round his neck, his arms pinioned by an iron bar, and his waist similarly secured, so that he could only advance twelve inches from the wall,

  
    BETHLEM HOSPITAL. 53 the length of his chain ; and thus he had heen " encaged and chained more "than twelve years ; " yet he read books of various kinds, the newspapers daily, and conversed rationally : a drawing was made of Norris in his irons, and he was visited by several members of Parliament, shortly after which he died, doubtless from the cruel treatment he had received. This case led to a Parliamentary inquiry, in 1815, which brought about the X adoption of a new method of treatment in Bethlem ; although, in two years, 6601. were expended from the Hospital funds in opposing the bill requisite for the beneficial change. The last female lunatic released from her fetters was a most violent patient, who had been chained to her bed eight years, her irons riveted, she being so dangerous that the matron feared being murdered if she released her ; in May 1838, she was still in the New Hospital, and was the only patient permitted to sleep at night with her door unlocked ; the slightest appearance of restraint exasperated her ; but on her release she became tranquil, and happy in nursing two dolls given to her, which she imagined to be her children. The criminal lunatics were formerly maintained and clothed here at the expense of Government, and cost nearly 4000Z. a year. Most of the criminals were confined for murder, committed or attempted. Amongst them was Margaret Nicholson for r attempting to stab George III.; she died here in 1828, having been coufined forty- o two years. In 1841, died James Hadfield, who had been confined here since 1802, for i >g shooting at George III., at Drury Lane Theatre. He was a gallant dragoon, and his face was seamed with scars got in battle before his crime : he employed himself with writing verses on the death of his birds and cats, his only society in his long and wearying imprisonment. Many , including Edward Oxford, who so nearly assassinated theQueen, ^ ' in 1840; Macnaughten, who murdered Sir Robert Peel's secretary, at Charing Cross; ft and the celebrated Captain Johnston, who under such terrible circumstances killed all V? the crew of his ship, the Tory ; were kept at Bethlehem, but have been removed to the great Broadmoor Asylum, built by Government near the Wellington College Station /^] of the South Eastern Railway. Bethlem stands in eleven acres of ground, which is judiciously laid out. It was placed under the jurisdiction of the Commissioners in Lunacy in 1853. In 1841 only 23-60 per cent, of the patients attended chapel on Sunday, and there was a weekly average of 2'64 per cent, under restraint ; in 1862, 55 per cent, attended chapel, and restraint had been for several years unknown. Of the 115 curable patients in the hospital in 1862 only eight were unemployed, and of the 61 incurables 24. The annual cost of maintenance, furniture, and clothing was about 361. in 1862. The following cases are inadmissible lunatics : those who have been insane for more than twelve months ; who have been discharged uncured from other hospitals ; afflicted with idiotcy, palsy, or epileptic or convulsive fits, or any dangerous disease. The patients are not allowed to remain more than one year : preference is given to patients of the educated classes, to secure accommodation for whom no one will be received who is a proper object for admission into a county lunatic asylum. Although Bethlem receives only those cases of madness which it deems most likely to terminate in recovery ; of these simple and select cases nearly 40 per cent, (including deaths) are eventually discharged from Bedlam unrelieved. " The annual rate of mortality in Bethlem is 7 per cent. ; in other asylums, from 13 to 22 per cent." — {RegistrarGeneral's Report, 1850.) The income of Bethlem and Bridewell Hospitals amounts to about 33,000^. per annum, mostly the accumulation of private benevolence. From November 22, 1841, Bethlem Hospital, with its purlieus and approaches, was considered to be within the rules of the Queen's Bench, by an order of that Court, until their abolition. Patients are admitted by petition to the Governors from a near relation or friend ; forms to be obtained at the Hospital. The visiting days are two Mondays in each month ; for taking in and discharging patients, every Friday. Strangers are admitted, on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, to view the Hospital by Governors' orders ; and foreigners and Members of Parliament by orders from the president, treasurer, or Secretary of State ; but the average yearly

  
    CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. number of visitors does not exceed 550. Still, few sights can be more interesting than the present condition of the interior of Bethlem. The scrupulous cleanliness of the house, the decent attire of the patients, and the unexpectedly small number of those under restraint, (sometimes not one person throughout the building), lead the visitors, not unnaturally, to conclude that the management of lunatics has here attained perfection ; while the quiet and decent demeanour of the inmates might almost make him doubt that he is really in a madhouse. The arrangements, however, are comparatively, in some instances, defective : the building being partly on the plan of the old Hospital in Moorfields, in long galleries, with a view to the coercive system there pursued, is, consequently, ill adapted to the present improved treatment. Above the door of the entrance-lodge are sculptured the arms of the Hospital, — Argent, two bars sable, a file of five points gules, on a chief azure an etoile of sixteen rays or, charged with a plate, thereon a cross of the third, between a human skull placed on a cup, on the dexter side, and a basket of Wastell bread, all of the fifth, on the sinister. Bishop Tanner observes, however, that he was informed by John Anstis, Garter King of Arms, that the ensigns were, Argent, two bars sable, a label of three points gules, on a chief azure a comet with ten rays or, oppressed with a torteau charged with a plain cross of the field, between a chalice or, with an hosty of the first, and a basket of the same. AVith respect to any signification to be assigned to these bearings, there is, probably, no positive information extant ; but, supposing them to be really ancient, it may be observed, that the bars and file in the principal part of the shield were, most likely, the arms of Simon Fitz-Mary, the founder, which would account for their very prominent situation. The etoile, or blazing star, on the blue chief, evidently refers to the star seen in the sky at the birth of Christ, which led the wise men to Bethlehem, and, therefore, properly became its peculiar badge ; whilst the cross in the centre indicates the crucifixion of the Saviour for all mankind. The basket of bread has, probably, also an allusion to Bethlehem ; since the best translation of that word is considered to be " the house of bread," as implying a fertile soil in the production of barley and wheat, noticed in the book of Ruth, chapter ii. ; but, as wastell cakes were, anciently, especially used in Christian ceremonies and festivals, they might be designed as the English emblem of the birth-place of the Lord. Perhaps, no satisfactory signification can be assigned to the present bearing of a cup containing a skull ; but if the blazon of these arms, given by Anstis to Uishop Tanner, be accepted, the chalice, surmounted by the consecrated wafer, will then be intended for the usual ecclesiastical figure of the sacrament ; and, perhaps, also expresses that the Saviour, born at Bethlehem, the house of bread, was " the living bread which came down from heaven." Upon the same principle of interpretation, however, if the star be regarded as indicating Christ and his passion, the cup with the skull might be meant to designate, the " death which he tasted for every man," in the cup of his own sufferings at Gethsemane, and at Golgotha, " the place of a skull." Another armorial ensign, assigned to the ancient hospital of Bethlehem, is, Azure, an etoile of eight points or ; and the connexion between this foundation and that of Bridewell, which is under the same governor, is indicated by the latter bearing the star of Bethlehem, on a chief azure, between two fleurs-de-lis. — Pamphlet by Peter Laurie, Esq., LL.B. ; privately printed. BILLINGSGATE IS stated to take its name from having been the gate of Belin, a king of the Britons, about 400 B.C. But this rests upon no better authority than Geoffrey of Monmouth, and is doubted by Stow, who suggests that the gate was called from some owner named Beling or Billing : Stow describes it as " a large water-gate, port, or harborough for ships and boats, commonly arriving there with fish, both fresh and salt, shell-fishes, salt, oranges, onions, and other fruits and roots, wheat, rye, and grain of divers sorts, for the service of the City. It has been a quay, if not a market, for nearly nine centuries — since the customs were paid here under Ethelred II., a.d. 979 ; and fishing-boats paid toll here, according to the laws of Athelstan, who died 940 Its present appropriation dates from 1699, when, by an Act of William III., it was made " a free and open market for all sorts of fish ;" and was fixed at the western extremity of the Custom House, a short distance below London Bridge. The Market, for many years, consisted of a collection of wooden pent-houses, rude sheds, and benches : it commenced at three o'clock A.M. in the summer and five in the winter: in the latter season it was a strange scene, its large flaring oil-lamps showing a crowd struggling amidst a Babel din of vulgar tongues, such as rendered "Billingsgate " a byword for low abuse : " opprobrious, foul-mouth language is called Billingsgate discourse." — (Martin's Dictionary, 1754, second edit.) In Bailey's Dictionary we have " a Billingsgate, a scolding, impudent slut." Tom Brown gives a very coarse picture of her character; and Addison refers to " debates which frequently arise among the ladies of the British fishery." She wore a strong stuff gown, tucked up, and showing a large quilted petticoat ; her hair, cap, and bonnet flattened into a mass by carrying a basket upon her head ; her coarse, cracked cry, and brawny limbs, and red, bloated face, completing a portrait of the " fish-fag " of other days.

  
    BLACKFRIABS. 55 Not only has the virago disappeared, but the market-place has been rebuilt, and its business regulated by the City authorities, with especial reference to the condition of the fish ; and in 1849 was commenced the further extension of the market. There is no crowding, elbowing, screaming, or fighting, as heretofore ; coffee has greatly superseded spirits ; and a more orderly scene of business can scarcely be imagined. The market is daily, except Sundays, at five A.M., summer and winter, announced by ringing a bell, the only relic of the olden rule. The fishing-vessels reach the quay during the night, and are moored alongside a floating wharf, which rises and falls with the tide. The oyster-boats are berthed by themselves, the name of the oyster cargo is painted upon a board, where they are measured out to purchasers. The other fish are carried ashore in baskets, and there sold, by Dutch auction, to fishmongers, whose carts are waiting in the adjoining streets. The wholesale market is now over; the hummarees supply the costermongers, &c. All fish is sold by tale, except oysters and shell-fish, which are sold by measure, and salmon by weight. In February and March, about thirty boxes of salmon, each one cwt., arrive at Billingsgate per day ; the quantity gradually increases, until it amounts in July and August, to 1000 boxes (during one season it reached to 2500 tons) — the fish being finest when it is lowest in price. Of lobsters, Mr. Yarrell states a twelvemonths' supply to be 1,90 1,000 ; of turbots, 87,958. The speculation in lobsters is very great : in 1816, one Billingsgate salesman is known to have lost 1200Z. per week, for six weeks, by lobsters ! Periwinkles are shipped from Glasgow, fifty or sixty tons at a time, to Liverpool, and sent thence by railway to London, where better profits are obtained, even after paying so much sea and land carriage. Sometimes there is a marvellous glut of fish : thus, in two days from 90 to 100 tons of plaice, soles, and sprats have been landed at Billingsgate, and sold at two and three lbs. a penny ; soles, 2d. ; large plaice, Id. each. A full season and scarce supply, however, occasionally raise the price enormously ; as in the case of four guineas being paid for a lobster for sauce, which, being the only one in the market, was divided for two London epicures ! During very rough weather, scarcely an oyster can be procured in the metropolis. In the Time.?, Nov. 9, 1859, we read: "In consequence of the gales which have recently prevailed, the price of fish \^ has risen so much, that cod-fish fetched the enormous sum of 11. 15s., yesterday morn- ^ ing in Billingsgate market." Mackerel were, in 1698, first allowed to be cried through the streets on a Sunday ; but, by the 9 and 10 Victoria, passed August 3, 1846, the sale of mackerel on a Sunday was declared illegal. The wholesale fish-trade of Billingsgate having greatly increased in 1854, Mr. Dunning, the City architect, completed a sub-market on the site of Billingsgate Dock ; the carriage of fish by railway to London having greatly superseded the use of sailing vessels for that purpose. A new granite wharf-wall extends the entire river frontage of the market ; and the foundations of the fish-market were constructed on the blue clay beneath the bed of the river, without the aid of a coffer-dam. Few persons are aware of the great consumption of fish in the metropolis. In the Parliamentary Keport on the Sea Fisheries, 1866, is a calculation showing that nearly as much fish as beef is consumed in London. About 90,000 tons of fish are brought yearly, of which some 80,000 tons are large fish, the remainder being whiting and small fish. BLACKFRIARS IS the district between Ludgate Hill and the river Thames ; where anciently a monastery of Black or Dominican Friars, removed from Holborn in 1276, to a piece of ground given them by Gregory Rocksley, Mayor. The monastery, church, and a mansion were erected with the stone from the tower of Montfichet, and from part of the City wall. Edward I. and his Queen Eleanor were great benefactors to the new convent. Here the King kept his charters and records; and great numbers of the nobility dwelt in the precinct. In the church, divers parliaments and other great meetings were held. In 1522 the Emperor Charles V. of Spain was lodged here by Henry VIII. ; and here, 1524, was begun the sitting of a parliament, adjourned to the

  
    56 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Black Monks at Westminster, and therefore called the Black Parliament. Henry's divorce from Katherine of Arragon was decided there ; and the parliament which condemned Wolsey, assembled at Blackfriars. The precinct was very extensive, was walled in, had four gates, and contained many shops, the occupiers of which were allowed to carry on their trades, although not free of the City, privileges maintained even after the dissolution of the monasteries. Part of the church was altered and fitted up for parochial use ; it was destroyed by the Great Fire of 1666, and the church of St. Andrew by the Wardrobe erected in its place. Beneath the Times office, upon the site of the King's Printing-house, is a fragment of the Roman wall, upon which is a Norman or early English reparation ; and upon that are the remains of a passage and window, which probably belonged to the Blackfriars monastery. Taking advantage of the sanctuary privilege, Richard Burbage and his fellows, when ejected from the City, built a playhouse in the Blackfriars precinct, and here maintained their ground against the powerful opposition of the City and the Puritans. Shakspeare had a share in this theatre. In the volume of the Calendar of State Papers, edited by Mr. Bruce, F.S.A., we get some interesting information of the Blackfriars theatre, part of the site of which is still called Playhouse-yard, where was a piece of ground " to turne coaches in." Under the date of Nov. 16, 1633, we find — "Notes by Sec. Windebank, of business transacted at the council this day. — Blackfriars Playhouse. The players demand 21,0002. The commissioners valued it at near 30002. The parishioners offer towards the removing of them 1001. An order of the board to remove the coaches from thence, and to lay the coachmen of whomsoever by the heels. That no coaches stay between Paul's Chain and the Fleet Conduit. The officers to be punished if they do not their duties. The Lord Mayor to have his commandment directed to him, and every ward to be answerable." Hard by is another Shakspearean locality of note, the town property of the poet, first pointed out by Mr. Halliwell — viz., the site of the house purchased by Shakspeare of Henry Walker, in March, 1612-13, the counterpart of the conveyance of which is preserved in the Guildhall Library (bought in 1841, for 1652. 15*.,) with Shakspeare's signature attached, and which is there described as " abutting upon a streete leading doune to Pudle Wharfe (Black friers), in the east part, right against the Kinge's Majesties Wardrobe." The v ery house was, most probably, destroyed in the Great Fire ; but the present one stands upon its exact site ; and, until these few years, it had been tenanted by the Robinson family, to whom Shakspeare leased it. The house was bequeathed by the poet to his daughter, Susannah Hall. Three eminent painters resided in Blackfriars : Isaac Oliver, the celebrated miniature-painter, who died in 1617, and is buried in St. Anne's ; Cornelius Jansen, the portrait-painter, employed by King James I., and who painted Milton at ten years old. And here Vandyck was lodged amongst the King's artists, in 1631, when he arrived a second time in London; thither His Majesty Charles I. frequently went by water, and viewed his paintings. The painter kept here a splendid establishment and a sumptuous table ; but his luxurious and sedentary life brought on gout ; he died here in the Blackfriars, in 1641, and was buried in St. Paul's Cathedral, with great funeral pomp. In 1735, the right of the City to the jurisdiction of the precinct was decided in their favour in an action against a shalloon and drugget seller, tried in the Court of King's Bench ; since which Blackfriars has been one of the precincts of Farringdon Ward. At Hunsdon House, in the Friary, occurred the catastrophe long remembered as the " Fatal Vespers." It was on the anniversary of the Gunpowder Plot that some 300 persons had assembled in a small gallery over the gateway of the lodgings of the French ambassador, to hear a sermon from the Jesuit, Father Drury, when the whole congregation were precipitated, with the timber, plaster, and rubbish, into the vacant apartments some 20 feet below. Drury was killed, and with him about 100 persons of his congregation ; the bodies were buried, coffinless, in two large pits. In a " Note of Liberties," in the State Paper Office, we find in a list of persons " as well honourable as worshipful, inhabiting the Precincts of the Blacke and White

  
    BLACKWALL. 57 d* Friers," in the middle of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, or about the year 1581, the following : — " The Earl of Lincoln, Lord Admirall of England ; the Bishop of Wigorne ; the Lord Cobham; the Lord Chcynie ; the Lord Laware ; the Lord Kussell ; the Lord Clinton ; Sir Ambrose Jermyn ; Sir Nicholas Povnes ; Sir Thomas Gerrarde ; Sir William Morgan ; the Lord Buekhurst ; the Lord Chief Justice of England ; the Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas ; the Master of the Holies ; the Queen e's Sollicitour; Mr. Thomas Faushawe; Peter Osborne; Mr. Powle, of the Chancery." In Earl-street was the house of the British and Foreign Eible Society, upon the exact site of the premises in which the Committee of six of the forty-seven " distinguished scholars" ordered by James I. to furnish our present translation of the Bible used to meet in the early part of the seventeenth century, to review the whole work ; and which was finally revised there by Dr. Smith and Dr. Bilson, Bishop of Winchester, then approved of by the King, and printed in the year 1611. When the Bible Society purchased the above house of Mr. Enderby, there was in it a curious fourpost bedstead, carved and painted, and the following inscription in capitals at the head : — " Henri, by the Grace of God, Kynge of Englonde and of Fraunce, Lorde of Irelonde, Defendour of the Faythe, and Supreme Heade of the Churche of all Englonde. An. Dmi. mcccccxxxix." Below the inscription, on each side, is the King's motto, with the initials of Henry and his Royal Consort, Anne Boleyn : " Dieu et mon droit." " H. A." A new house for the Bible Society was founded in June, 1866. In the operations necessary for carrying the London, Dover, and Chatham Railway from the viaduct across the Thames at Blackfriars, great part of the east side of Bridgestreet was removed in 1863-4; the railway being carried on brick arches parallel with the street line; and a large passenger-station, 150 feet in width, was erected. In the requisite clearances was removed the York Hotel, the house which Mylne, the architect of Blackfriars Bridge, built for his private residence. On its southern face, in Little Bridge-street, was a medallion, with the initials, " R. M .," surmounted by his crest and the date mdcclxxx. ; the walls of the principal rooms bore several medallions of classic figures. Mylne also planned the noble approach to Blackfriars Bridge, and superintended the covering of the Fleet ditch. He planned well his houses in Blackfriars, although many of them were altered or rebuilt for insurance offices. In the house No. 5, opposite the York Hotel, lived Sir Richard Phillips : in the rear, Bride-court, he published his Monthly Magazine ; and here, as became i L an author-publisher, he formed a considerable collection of pictures, mostly portraits of ' eminent men of letters. BLACKWALL, ON the north bank of the Thames, and at the eastern extremity of the West India Docks, is said to have been originally called Bleakwall, from its exposed situation on the artificial bank or wall of the river, through the winding of which it is nearly eight miles from the City, though less than half that distance by land. Here, on the Brunswick Wharf or Pier, is the handsome Italianized terminus (by Tite) of the Blackwall Railway from Fenchurch -street, A\ miles in length. To the large taverns at Blackwall and Greenwich gourmets flock to eat whitebait, a delicious little fish caught in the Reach, and directly netted out of the river into the frying-pan. They appear about the end of March or early in April, and are taken every flood-tide until September. Whitebait are caught by a net in a wooden frame, the hose having a very small mesh. The boat is moored in the tideway, and the net fixed to its side, when the tail of the hose, swimming loose, is from time to time handed in to the boat, the end untied, and its contents shaken out. Whitebait were thought to be the young of the shad, and were named from their being used as bait in fishing for whitings. By aid of comparative anatomy, Mr. Yarrell, however, proved whitebait to be a distinct species, Clupea alia. Pennant describes whitebait as esteemed by the loioer order of epicures. If this account be correct, there must have been a strange change in the grade of the epicures frequenting Greenwich and Blackwall since Pennant's days ; for at present the fashion of eating whitebait is sanctioned by the highest authorities, from the Court of St. James's in the West to the Lord Mayor and his court in the East ; besides the philo �

  
    CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. sophers of the Royal Society j and her Majesty's Cabinet Ministers, who wind up the Parliamentary session with their " annual fish dinner," the origin of which is stated to be as follows : — On the banks of Dagenham Lake or Reach, in Essex, many years since, there stood a cottage, occupied by a princely merchant named Preston, a baronet of Scotland and Nova Scotia, and sometime M.P. for Dover. He called it his " fishing cottage," and often in the spring he went thither, with a friend or two, as a relief to the toils of parliamentary and mercantile duties. His most frequent guest was the Right Hon. George Rose, Secretary of the Treasury, and an Elder Brother of the Trinity House. Many a day did these two worthies enjoy at Dagenham Reach ; and Mr. Rose once intimated to Sir Robert, that Mr. Pitt, of whose friendship they were both justly proud, would, no doubt, delight in the comfort of such a retreat. A day was named, and the Premier was invited ; and he was so well pleased with his reception at the " fishing cottage"— they were all two if not three bottle men — that, on taking leave, Mr. Pitt readily accepted an invitation for the following year. For a few years the Premier continued a visitor, always accompanied by Mr. George Rose. But the distance was considerable ; the going and coming were somewhat inconvenient for the First Minister of the Crown. Sir Robert Preston, however, had his remedy, and he proposed that they should in future dine nearer London. Greenwich was suggested : we do not hear of Whitebait in the Dagenham dinners ; and its introduction, probably, dates from the removal to Greenwich. The party of three was now increased to four ; Mr. Pitt being permitted to bring Lord Camden. Soon after a iifth guest was invited — Mr. Charles Long, afterwards Lord Farnborough. All were still the guests of Sir Robert Preston ; but, one by one, other notables were invited — all Tories — and, at last, Lord Camden considerately remarked, that, as they were all dining at a tavern, it was but fair that Sir Robert Preston should be relieved from the expense. It was then arranged that the dinner should be given, as usual, by Sir Robert Preston, that is to say, at his invitation ; and he insisted on still contributing a buck and champagne : the rest of the charges were thenceforth defrayed by the several guests, and, on this plan, the meeting continued to take place annually till the death of Mr. Pitt. Sir Robert was requested, next year, to summon the several guests, the list of whom, by this time, included most of the Cabinet Ministers. The time for meeting was usually after Trinity Monday, a short period before the end of the Session. By degrees the meeting, which was originally purely gastronomic, appears to have assumed, in consequence of the long reign of the Tories, a political, or semipolitical character. Sir Robert Preston died; but Mr. Long, now Lord Farnborough, undertook to summon the several guests, the list of whom was furnished by Sir Robert Preston's private secretary. Hitherto, the invitations had been sent privately : now they were despatched in Cabinet boxes, and the party was, certainly for some time, limited to the members of the Cabinet. — Communicated to the Timet. An important thing to be noticed is the vast extent of iron shipbuilding carried on here, an art of construction but of thirty years' growth. A great portion of Blackwall and the Isle of Dogs is occupied in this building trade, with its clanking boilerworks, and its Cyclopean foundries and engineering shops, in which steam istheprimum mobile. In the East India Docks, at Blackwall, arrived, April, 1848, a large Chinese Junk, the first ever seen in England. BLIND-SCHOOL (THE), OR the School for the Indigent Blind, was established in 1799, at the Dog and Duck premises, St. George's Fields; and for some time received only fifteen blind persons. The site being required by the City of London for the building of Bethlem Hospital, about two acres of ground were allotted opposite the Obelisk, and there a plain school-house for the blind was built. In 1826, the School was incorporated ; and in the two following years three legacies of 500£. each, and one of 10,000£., were bequeathed to the establishment. In 1834, additional ground was purchased, and the school-house remodelled, so as to form a portion of a more extensive edifice in the Tudor or domestic Gothic style, designed by John Newman, F.S.A. The tower and gateway in the north front are very picturesque ; the School will now accommodate 220 inmates. The pupils are clothed, lodged, and boarded, and receive a religious and industrial education ; so that many of them have been returned to their families able to earn from 6*. to 8s. per week. Applicants are not received under twelve, nor above thirty, years of age ; nor if they have a greater degree of sight than will enable them to distinguish light from darkness. The admission is by votes of the subscribers ; and persons between the ages of twelve and eighteen have been found to receive the greatest benefit from the instruction. The pupils may be seen at work between ten and twelve A.M., and two and five p.m., daily, except Saturdays and Sundays. The women and girls are employed in knitting stockings and needlework ; in spinning, and making household and body linen, netting silk, and in fine basket-making ; besides working baby-hoods, bags, purses, watch■oockets, &c., of tasteful design, both in colour and form. The women are remarkably /uick in superintending the pupils. The men and boys make wicker baskets, cradles,

  
    BREWERIES. 59 and hampers ; rope door-mats and worsted rugs ; and they make all the shoes for the inmates of the School. Reading is mostly taught by Alston's raised or embossed letters, in which have been printed the Old and New Testament, and the Liturgy. Both males and females are remarkably cheerful in their employment : they have great taste and aptness for music, and they are instructed in it, not as a mere amusement, but with a view to engagements as organists and teachers of psalmody ; and once a year they perform a concert of sacred music in the chapel or music-room : the public are admitted by tickets, the proceeds from the sale being added to the funds of the institution. An organ and pianoforte are provided for teaching; and above each of the .inmates of the males' working-room usually hangs a fiddle. They receive, as pocketmoney, part of their earnings , and on leaving the school, a sum of money and a set of tools, for their respective trades, are given to them. Among the other Charities for the Blind is the munificent bequest of Mr. Charles Day (of the firm of Day and Martin, High Holborn), who died in 1836, leaving 100,000/. for the benefit of persons afflicted, like himself, with loss of sight ; the dividends and interest to be disbursed in sums, of not less than 10/., or more than 20/., per year, to each blind person, the selection being left to Trustees : the Charity is named " The Blind Man's Fund." BREWERIES. THE great Breweries of London are described by Stow, in 1598, as for the most part remaining "near to the friendly water of Thames," which was long thought to be superior to any other for brewing ; but Richardson, an experienced authority, alleges this to be a mistake, as some of the principal brewers find the New River water equally good ; they have also been at great expense in sinking wells upon their own premises. In the Annual Register for 17G0 the London beer trade is traced from the Revolution down to the accession of George the Third. The great increase in the trade appears to date from the origin of Porter. " Prior to the year 1730, publicans were in the habit of selling ale, beer, and two-penny, and the 'thirsty souls' of that day were accustomed to combine either of these in a drink called half-and-half. From this they proceeded to spin ' three threads,' as they called it, or to have their glasses filled from each of the three taps. In the year 1730, however, a certain publican, named Horwood, to save himself the trouble of making this triune mixture, brewed a liquor intended to imitate the taste of the ' three threads,' arid to this he applied the term ' entire.' This concoction was approved, and being puffed aa good porter's drink, it speedily came to be called Porter itself." — Quarterly Seciew, 1854. By Act of Parliament, beer and porter can only be made of malt and hops, the great council of the nation having omitted all mention of the water, which the brewers have added as a necessary ingredient. It has been well said that all nations know that London is the place where porter was invented ; and Jews, Turks, Germans, Negroes, Persians, Chinese, New Zealanders, Esquimaux, Copper Indians, Yankees, and Spanish Americans, are united in one feeling of respect for the native city of the most universally favourite liquor the world has ever known. The increase of brewers has kept pace with London's increase in other respects. Whitbread's Brewery, in Chiswell-street, Finsbury, dates more than two centuries back : we find it at the head of the list in 1787 ; and so it continued until 1806 in the Picture of London, for which year Whitbread's is described as the largest Brewery in the metropolis, the year's brewing of Porter being above 200,000 barrels. ■ There is one stone cistern," says the account, " that contains 3600 barrels ; and there are 49 large oak vats, some of which contain 3500 barrels ; one is 27 feet in height and 22 feet in diameter. There are three boilers, each of which holds about 5000 barrels. One of Mr. Watt's steam-engines works the machinery. It pumps the water, wort, and beer; grinds the malt, stirs the mash-tubs, and raises the casks out of the cellars. It is able to do the work of seventy horses, though it is of a small size, being only a twenty-four inch cylinder, and does not make more noise than a spinning-wheel. Whether the magnitude or ingenuity of contrivance is considered, this Brewery is one of the greatest curiosities that is to be anywhere seen ; and little less than half a million sterling is employed in machinery, buildings, and materials." To the Brewery of Barclay, Perkins and Co., in Park -street, Southwark, has, however, attached a greater celebrity, from its great extent. It may be inspected by a letter of introduction to the proprietors; and a great number of the foreigners of distinction who visit the metropolis avail themselves of such permission. The Brewery and its appurtenances occupy about twelve acres of ground, immediately

  
    60 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. adjoining Bankside, and extending from the land-arches of Southwark Bridge nearly half of the distance to those of London Bridge. Within the Brewery walls is said to be included the site of the famous Globe Theatre, " which Shakspeare has bound so closely up with his own history." In an account of the neighbourhood, dated 1795, it is stated that " the passage which led to the Globe Tavern, of which the playhouse formed a part, was, till within these few years, known by the name of Globe-alley, and upon its site now stands a large storehouse for Porter." We are inclined to regard this evidence merely as traditional. However, the last Globe Theatre was taken down about the time of the Commonwealth ; and so late as 1720, Maid-lane (now called New Park-street), of which Globe-alley was an offshoot, was a long, straggling place, with ditches on each side, the passage to the houses being over little bridges with little garden-plots before them (Strype's Stow). Early in the last century there was a Brewery here, comparatively very small ; it then belonged to a Mr. Halsey, who, on retiring from it with a large fortune, sold it to the elder Mr. Thrale ; he became Sheriff of Surrey and M.P. for Southwark, and died in 1758. About this time the produce of the Brewery was 30,000 barrels a year. Mr. Thrale's son succeeded him, and found the Brewery so profitable and secure an income, that, although educated to other tastes and habits, he did not part with it ; yet the Brewery, through Thrale's unfortunate speculation elsewhere, was at one time, according to Mrs. Thrale, 130,0002. in debt, besides borrowed money ; but in nine years every shilling was paid. Thrale was the warm friend of Dr. Johnson, who, from 1765 to the brewer's death, lived partly in a house near the Brewery, and at his villa at Streatham. Before the fire at the Brewery, in 1832, a room was pointed out, near the entrance gateway, which the Doctor used as a study. In 1781 Mr. Thrale died, and his executors, of whom Johnson was one, sold the Brewery to David Barclay, junior, then the head of the banking firm of Barclay and Co., for the sum of 135,0002. " We are not here," said Johnson, on the day of the sale, " to sell a parcel of boilers and vats, but the potentiality of growing rich beyond the dreams of avarice." While on his tour to the Hebrides, Johnson mentioned that Thrale paid 20,0002 a year to the revenue, and that he had four vats, each of which held 1600 barrels, above 1000 hogsheads. David Barclay placed in the brewing firm his nephew from America, Robert Barclay, who became of Bury Hill; and Mr. Perkins, who had been in Mr. Thrale's establishment — hence the firm of " Barclay and Perkins." Robert Barclay was succeeded by his son, Charles Barclay, who sat in Parliament for Southwark ; and by his sons and grandsons. Forty years since, the Brewery was of great extent; in 1832 a great portion of the old premises was destroyed by fire, but was rebuilt, mostly of iron, stone, and brick. The premises extend from New Park-street, southward, tbrough Park-street, both sides of which are the Brewery buildings, connected by a light suspension bridge ; to the right is the vast brewhouse and principal entrance. There are extensive ranges of malt-houses extending northward, with a wharf to Bankside. From the roof of nearly the middle of the premises may be had a bird's-eye view of the whole. The water used for brewing is pumped up by a steam-engine through a large iron main, which passes under the malt warehouses, and leads to the " liquor-backs," two cast-iron cisterns, on columns, reaching an elevation of some 40 feet. By this means the establishment may be supplied with water for brewing to the extent of a hundred thousand gallons daily. There is on the premises an Artesian well 367 feet deep ; but its water, on account of its low temperature, is principally used for cooling the beer in hot weather. The machinery is worked throughout the Brewery by steam. The furnace-shaft is 19 feet below the surface, and 110 feet above ; and, by its great height, denotes the situation of this gigantic establishment among the forest of Southwark chimneys. The malt is deposited in enormous bins, each of the height or depth of an ordinary three-storied house. The rats are kept in check by a standing army of cats, who are regularly fed and maintained. The malt is conveyed to be ground in tin buckets upon an endless leather band (" Jacob's Ladder") ; and thus carried to the height of 60 or 70 feet, in the middle of the Great Brewhouse, built entirely of iron and brick, and lighted by eigbt large and

  
    BREWERIES. 61 lofty windows. The Brewhouse is 225 feet long by 60 in width, and of prodigious height, with an elaborate iron roof, the proportions reminding us of Westminster Hall. Within this compass are complete sets of brewing apparatus, perfectly distinct in themselves, but connected with the great supply of malt from above, of water from below, and of motive force from the steam-engine behind, vast coolers, fermenting vats, &c. Each of the copper boilers cost nearly 5000/., and consists of a furnace, a globular copper holding 320 barrels, and a cylindrical cistern to contain 120 barrels, an arrangement equally beautiful and useful from its compactness and the economy of heat. There is no continuous floor ; but looking upwards, whenever the steamy vapour permits, there may be seen at various heights, stages, platforms, and flights of stairs, all subsidiary to the Cyclopean piles of brewing vessels. The coals, many tons per day, are drawn up from below by tackle, and wheeled along a railway. " The hot water is drawn from one of the copper boilers to the corresponding mash-vat below ; and machinery working from a centre on a cog-rail that extends over the circumference of the vat, stirs the malt. The mash-vat has a false bottom, which in due time lets off the wort through small holes to an under-pan, whence it is pumped back to the emptied copper, from whence it receives the hot water, and there, mixed with hops, it is boiled, and again run otf into a vast cistern, where passing through a perforated bottom, it leaves the hops, and is pumped through the cooling tubes or refrigerators into the open cooler, and thence to the fermenting cases ; whence, in a few days, it is drawn off into casks, again fermented, and when clearer put into the large vat." The surface of one of the fermenting cases nearly filled is a strange sight : the yeast rises in rock-like masses, which yield to the least wind, and the gas hovers in pungent mistiness over the ocean of beer. The largest vat will contain about 3500 barrels of porter, which, at the retail price, would yield 9000/. The " Great Tun of Heidelberg" would hold hut half this quantity. Nearly every portion of the heavy toil is accomplished by the steam-engine. The malt is conveyed from one building to another, even across the street, by machinery, and again to the crushing rollers and mash vat. The cold and hot water, the wort and beer, are pumped in various directions, almost to the exclusion of human exertions. With so much machinery and order, few men comparatively are required for the enormous brewing of 3000 bushels of malt a day. The stables are a pattern of order. The name of each horse is painted upon a board over the rack of each stall. The horses are mostly from Flanders, are about 200 in number, and cost from 70/. to 80/. each. Truman, Haribury, Buxton, Sf Co.'s Brewery is situated in Brick-lane, Spitalfields, and covers nearly six acres of ground. Here are two mash tuns, each to contain 800 barrels, the mashing being performed by a revolving spindle with huge arms, like a chocolate-mill. The wort is then pumped into large coppers, of which there are five, containing from 300 to 400 barrels each ; it is then boiled with the hops, of which often two tons are used in a day. The boiling beer is now pumped up to the cooler on the roof of the brewery, which presents a black sea of 32,000 square feet, partly open to the air. There are sixteen large furnace-chimneys connected with this brewery, the smoke of which is consumed by Juckes's apparatus. There is a vast cooperage for the 80,000 barrels ; a farrier's, millwright's, carpenter's and wheelwright's shop ; a painter's shop for sign-boards; all which surround the central gear or beer-barrel dep6t. The malt bins are 20 feet across and 35 deep. The stables are of great extent, and there are a score of farriers. The drayman is sui generis ; there are some 80 in number, taller than the Guardsmen, and heavier by two stone. Meux's Brewery (now Held Sf Co.'s), in Liquorpond-street, Gray's Inn-lane, was described by Pennant, in 1795, as " of magnificence unspeakable." In this year Meux built a vessel 60 feet in diameter, and 23 feet in height, which cost 5000/. building, and would contain from 10,000 to 12,000 barrels of beer, valued at 20,000/. Their vats then held 100,000 barrels. Messrs. Meux removed from Liquorpond-street to their great brewery at the end of Tottenham Court-road. The head of the firm, Sir Henry Meux was created a baronet in 1831, when he had a fortune of 200,000/., which by his income from the brewery, increased in after years to between 500,000/. and 600,000/. The handsomest edifice of this class in the metropolis is the Lion Brewery, built for Goding, in 1836, in Belvedere-road, next Waterloo-bridge, and surmounted with a colossal stone lion. The top of the building is a tank to contain 1000 barrels of water, pumped up from a well 230 feet deep, or from the Thames ; this supplies the floor

  
    62 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. below, where the boiled liquor is cooled — 200 barrels in less than an hour ; when cooled it is received on the floor beneath into the fermenting tuns j next it descends to the floor for fining ; and lastly, to the cellars or store-vats. The steam-engine passes the beer under the Belvedere-road ; loads or unloads barges ; conveys malt by the Archimedes Screw or Jacob's Ladder ; and pumps water and beer to every height and extreme position, displaying the advantage of mechanic power, by its steady, quiet regularity. The Metropolitan Breweries have their signs, which figure upon the harness of their dray-horses ; thus, Barclay and Perkins, the Anchor ; Calvert's (now the City of London), the Hour-glass ; Meux, Horseshoe, &c. BRIDEWELL HOSPITAL. UPON one of the oldest historic sites in the City of London stood the ancient palace of Bridewell, which extended nearly from Fleet-street to the Thames at Blackfriars. It was founded upon the remains of a building supposed to be Roman, and inhabited by the Kings of England previous to the Conquest. Here our Norman Kings held their Courts. Henry I. gave stone towards rebuilding the palace ; and in 1847, in excavating the site of Cogers Hall, in Bride-lane, was discovered a vault, with Norman pellet-moulding, and other remains of the same date. The palace was much neglected until, upon the site of the old Tower of Mountfiquit, Henry VIII. built "a stately and beautiful house thereupon, giving it to name Bridewell, of the parish and well there." — (Stow.) This house was erected for the reception of Charles V. of Spain, though only his nobles were lodged here, " a gallery being made out of the house over the water [the Fleet], and through the wall of the City into the Emperor's lodgings in the Blackfriars." — (Stoio.) The whole third act of Shakspeare's Henry VIII. is laid in " the palace at Bridewell," which is historically correct. Subsequently the King, taking a dislike to the palace, let it fall to decay. The " wide, large, empty house" was next presented to the City of London by King Edward VI., after a sermon by Bishop Ridley, who begged it of the King as a workhouse for the poor and a house of correction ; the gift was made for " sturdy rogues," and as " the fittest hospital for those cripples whose legs are lame through their own laziness." It was endowed with lands and furniture from the Savoy. All this history is, by a curious licence, transferred to Milan, by Decker, in the second part of the old play of the Honest Whore. The account is very exact, compared with Entick's History of London, iv. 284. (Nares's Glossary, new edit. 1859.) The gift was confirmed by charter only ten days before the death of the King. Nearly two years elapsed before Queen Mary confirmed her brother's gift ; and in February, 1555, the Mayor and Aldermen entered Bridewell and took possession, with seven hundred marks land, and all the bedding and other furniture of the house of the Savoy. But the gift soon proved costly and inconvenient to the citizens by attracting thither idle and abandoned people from the outskirts of London, when the Common Council issued acts against " the resort of masterless men." In 1608, the City erected here twelve large granaries for corn and two storehouses for coals. In Aggas's plan of London, the buildings and gardens of the hospital extend from the present site to the Thames, on the bank of which a large castellated mansion is represented ; as also in Van der Wyngrerde's (1542) view, in the Bodleian Library ; but in Hollar's view, after the Great Fire, most of the buildings are consumed. The Hospital was rebuilt as we see it in Kip's view, 1720, in two quadrangles, the principal of which fronted the Fleet River, now a vast sewer under the middle of Bridge-street. Within the present century were built the committee-room and prisons ; the chapel was rebuilt and the whole latterly formed only one large quadrangle, with a handsome entrance from Bridge-street ; the keystone of the archway is sculptured with the head of King Edward VI. Hatton thus minutely describes the hospital in 1708: — It is a prison and house of correction for idle vagrants, loose and disorderly servants, night-walkers, strumpets, &c. These are set to hard labour, and have correction according to their deserts ; but have their clothes and diet during their imprisonment at the charge of the house. It is also an hospital for indigent persons, and where twenty art-masters (as they are called), being decayed traders— as shoemakers, taylors, flax-drapers, &c. have houses, and their servants or appren �

  
    BRIDEWELL HOSPITAL. 63 ticcs (being about 140 in all) have clothes at the house charge, and their masters having the profit of their work, do often advance by this means their own fortunes. And these boys, having served their time faithfully, have not only their freedom, but also £10 each towards carrying on their respective trades, and many have even arrived from nothing to be governors. The Bridewell boys were distinguished by a particular dress, and were very active at fires with an engine belonging to the hospital. In 1755 they had, however, grown unruly, and so turbulent in the streets as to be a great annoyance to peaceable citizens. Their peculiar costume was then laid aside, and they became more peaceable. The Hogging at Bridewell for offences committed without the prison is described by Ward in his London Spy ; both men and women were whipped on their naked backs, before the Court of Governors. The president sat with his hammer in his hand, and the culprit was taken from the post when the hammer fell. Hogarth, in his " Harlot's Progress," gives the peculiar features of the place. In the Fourth Plate men and women are beating hemp under the eye of a savage taskmaster ; and a lad, too idle to work, is seen standing on tiptoe to reach the stocks, in which his hands are fixed, while over his head is written, " Better to work than stand thus." * When Howard visited Bridewell he found the building damp and unhealthy, and the rooms, cells, and corridors confined and dark, and altogether a bad specimen of a prison. " Lob's Pound " was a cant name for Bridewell, the origin of which so puzzled Archdeacon Nares, that he said : " Who Lob was, is as little known as the site of Lipsbury Pinfold." In Sudibras the term is employed as a name for the stocks intowhich the Knight put Crowdero : — Crowdero, whom, in irons bound, L/hi Thou basely threw'st into Lob's Pound. ^ ' Miss Baker suggests, in her Northamptonshire Glossary, that the name originated from " lob," a looby or clown, rather than any specific individual — Bridewell being the place of correction for the petty offences of that class. Bridewell is named from the famous well in the vicinity of St. Bride's Church ; and this prison being the first of its kind, all other houses of correction, upon the same plan, were called Bridewells. In the Nomenclator, 1585, occurs " a workhouse where servants be tied to their work at Brideivell ; a house of correction ; a prison." We read of a treadmill at work at Bridewell in 1570. Bridewell was, until lately, used as a receptacle for vagrants committed by the Lord Mayor and sitting Aldermen ; as a temporary lodging for persons previous to their being sent home to their respective parishes; and a certain number of boys were brought up to different trades ; and it is still used for apprentices committed by the City Chamberlain. The male prisoners sentenced to and fit for hard labour were employed on the treadwheel, by which corn was ground for the supply of Bridewell, Bethlehem, and the House of Occupation ; the younger prisoners, or those not sentenced to hard labour, were employed in picking junk and cleaning the wards ; the females were employed in washing, mending, and getting up the linen and bedding of the prisoners, or in picking junk and cleaning the prison. The punishments for breaches of prison rules were diminution of food, solitary confinement, and irons, as the case might be.] In 1842 were confined here 1324 persons, of whom 233 were under seventeen, and 466 were known or reputed thieves. In 1818 no employment was furnished to the prisoners. The seventh Report of the Inspectors of Prisons returned Bridewell as answering no one object of improvement except that of safe custody ; it does not correct, deter, or reform ; and nothing could be worse than the association to which all but the City apprentices were subjected. However, in 1829, there was built, adjoining Bethlehem Hospital, in Lambeth, a " House of Occupation," whither young prisoners were thenceforth sent from Bridewell to be taught useful trades. The prison of Bridewell was taken down in 1863 ; and the committals are now made to the City Prison, at Holloway. Meanwhile a portion of Bridewell Hospital will be reserved for the detention and reformation of incorrigible City apprentices committed here by the Chamberlain from time to time ; this jurisdiction being preserved by the Court of Chancery in dealing with the matters which concern the * This background is, however, incorrect ; since the harlot, being1 sentenced by a Westminster magistrate, would not have been flogged in the City Bridewell.

  
    64 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. disposal of the building and the estates of the governors of the Hospital. Reformatory schools are also to be built from the revenue of Bridewell, stated at 12,000/. per annum. At the Social Science Congress, in 1862, the worthy Chamberlain read a paper on the peculiar jurisdiction of his Court. In the prison, special care was taken to prevent the apprentices making the acquaintance of the low vagrants and misdemeanants who ordinarily occupied the building. The apprentices were placed in small cells, closed in with double doors, which shut out sound as effectually as sight ; communication was, therefore, nearly impossible. Hereafter, only the apprentices will be confined here. The number of committals rarely exceeds twenty-five annually. At the date of our last visit there was but one apprentice confined here. Although the number is so small, the power of committal, which the Chamberlain has most praiseworthily asserted and successfully maintains, acts as a terror to evildoers, keeping in restraint about 3000 of these lads of the City. In a piece of ground, leased for the burial-place of Bridewell Precinct, Robert Levett, the old and faithful friend of Dr. Johnson, and an inmate of his house, was buried, in 1732. Not a vestige of the ancient Bridewell remains. The noblest feature of the later buildings was the court-room — 85 ft. 4 in. by 29 ft. 8 in., wainscoted, and hung with the great picture of Edward VI. granting the Boyal Charter of Endowment to the Mayor. Beneath was a cartoon of " The Good Samaritan," by the youthful artist Dadd. The other pictures are a fine full-length of Charles II., by Sir Peter Lely ; and portraits of the Presidents, including Sir William Withers, 1708, a very large equestrian portrait, with St. Paul's in the background. But the most valuable embellishments were the tables of benefactions, ranging from 500/. to 50/., " depensilled in gold characters." In this hall the governors dined annually, each steward contributing 15/. towards the expenses, the dinner being dressed in the spacious kitchen beneath, only used for this purpose. This hall and kitchen were taken down at the close of the year 1862 — the official buildings facing Bridge-street remain. The great picture of Edward VI. transferring Bridewell Palace to the City of London, which was engraved by Vertue in 1750, and afterwards adopted into the series of historical prints published by the Society of Antiquaries, was long accredited as painted by Holbein, whereas, it represents an occurrence which took place in 1553, ten years after Holbein's death. Consequently, it is simply impossible that he could have painted it, notwithstanding that one of the figures in the background was asserted by Vertue and by Walpole to be Holbein's own portrait, Upon this picture, Mr. J. Gough Nichols, F.S.A., remarked, in 1859, that " it is not now regarded as Holbein's work, as it bears no comparison with his capital picture at Barber-Surgeons' Hall of King Henry VIII. granting his charter to that Company." " But," adds Mr. Nichols, " after all, though not a masterly work of art, it is a valuable item among a very few historical pictures, and it would be desirable to recover its real history, of which we literally know nothing." — ArchcBologia xxxix. 21. A very interesting historical fact in connexion with Bridewell remains to be noticed. Mr. Lemon, of the State Paper Office, has discovered in that depository a manuscript showing that in the old Bridewell were imprisoned the members of the Congregational Church first formed after the accession of Elizabeth. On the evening of the 20th of June, 1567, the gates of the old prison were opened to receive a company of Christian men and women, who were committed to the custody of the gaoler for an indefinite term, at the pleasure of the authorities, who consigned them to his care. The Lord Mayor, in pity for their condition, urged them to make the required acknowledgment ; but they conscientiously refused. Then were led to their cells, men unknown to fame, but who discovered the long-neglected principles of Church Government in the New Testament, which have wrought in silence much mighty and beneficial changes. It is, no doubt, to this company that Bishop Grindal refers, in his letter to Bullinger, July 11, 1568 : " Some London citizens," he says, " with four or five ministers, have openly separated from us, and sometimes in private houses, sometimes in fields, and, occasionally, even in ships, they have held meetings and administered the Sacraments. Besides this, they have ordained ministers, elders, and deacons after their own way. The number of the sect is about two hundred, but consisting of more women than men. The Privy Council have lately committed the heads of this faction to prison, and are now using means to put a timely stop to the sect."

  
    BRIDGES. 65 Dr. Waddington has also discovered some papers written by the members of this Church in the Bridewell, signed chiefly by Christian women ; together with a document containing a brief statement of their principles, by Richard Fitz, their pastor. It appears from these records — which have been kept for nearly three hundred years — that Richard Fitz, their minister ; Thomas Rowland, deacon ; Partridge, and Giles Fowler ; died in prison. From the enlarged proportions the congregational denomination has since reached in Great Britain and America, considerable interest is attached to Bridewell because of these associations. Dr. Waddington, following the current of history from this hidden source, shows, by indisputable evidence from original papers in the public archives, that the succession of Congregational Churches from this period is continuous : the Bridewell may thus be regarded as the starting-point of Congregationalism after the Reformation.* These touching and simple memorials have been preserved by the Metropolitan Bishop, and finally transferred to the royal archives. The name of Fitz was known to the Christian exiles in Holland associated with the Pilgrim Fathers. Henry Ainsworth speaks of " that separated Church, whereof Mr. Fitz was pastor, in the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign." It was reserved for us to identify him in his relation to the " Flock of Slaughter," suffering bonds and imprisonment in the Bridewell. These original papers enable us with certainty to trace the origin of the first voluntary Church in England after the Marian persecution, as contemporaneous with the Anglican movement. — See Historical Papers : No. 1, Richard Fitz. BRIDGES. THERE is no feature of the metropolis calculated to convey so enlarged an idea of the wealth, enterprise, and skill of its population, as the Eight Bridges, which have been thrown across the Thames within the present century. Until the year 1750, the long narrow defile of Old London Bridge formed the sole land communication between the City and the suburbs on the Surrey bank of the Thames ; whereas now, westward of the structure built to replace the ancient Bridge, are Southwark, Blackfriars, Waterloo, Lambeth Suspension, Westminster, Vajixhall, and Chelsea Bridges, besides the Railway Bridges to be described elsewhere. London Beidge, the first Bridge across the Thames at the metropolis, was of wood, erected in the year 994, opposite the site of the present St. Botolph's Wharf: it is mentioned in a statute of Ethelred II., fixing the tolls to be paid by boats bringing fish to " Bylynsgate." The first wooden bridge is stated to have been built by the pious Brothers of St. Mary's monastery, on the Bankside ; which house was originally a convent of sisters, founded and endowed with the profits of a ferry at this spot, by Mary, the only daughter of the ferryman, who is traditionally said to be represented by an antique monumental figure in St. Saviour's Church. This bridge is described with turrets and roofed bulwarks in the narrative of the invasion of the fleet of Sweyn, King of Denmark, in 994 ; and it was nearly destroyed by the Norwegian Prince Olaf in 1008. It was rebuilt before the invasion of Canute in 1016, who is said to have sunk a deep ditch on the south side, and dragged his ships to the west side of the bridge. It was easily passed by Earl Godwin in 1052 ; but it was swept away by flood in 1091 ; rebuilt in 1097 ; burnt in 1136 ; and a new bridge erected of elm-timber in 1163, by Peter, chaplain of St. Mary Colechurch, Poultry. The same pious architect began to build a stone bridge, a little to the west of the wooden one, in 1176 ; when Henry II. gave towards the expenses the proceeds of a tax on wool, which gave rise to the popular saying that " London Bridge was built upon woolpacks." Peter of Colechurch died in 1205, having, it would appear, left the bridge unfinished four years previously ; since the Patent Roll of the third year of the reign of King John informs us that the King was anxious to bring the Bridge to perfection, and in 1201 took upon himself to recommend to the Mayor and citizens of London for that purpose, Isenbert, Master of the Schools of Xainctes, who had already constructed a bridge there, and at Rochelle. A translation of this Royal Writ is given in the * Sec Walks and Talks about London, 1865, pp. 31-38.

  
    66 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Chronicles of Old London Bridge (pp. 70, 71). In it the King states that, hy the advice of Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, and others, he had entreated Isenbert to undertake the building (or rather completion) of the bridge, and that he had granted the profits of the edifices Isenbert was to build on the bridge to be for ever applied to its repair and sustentation ; in another document mention is made of the houses built upon the bridge, as well as to a plan of lighting the bridge by night, according to Isenbert's plan. {See Mr. Hardy's Introduction to the Patent Rolls, and Mr. W. Sidney Gibson's communication to Notes and Queries, 2nd s., ix., 119.) The bridge was, accordingly, finished in 1209. It consisted of a stone platform, 926 feet long and 40 in width, standing about 60 feet above the level of the water; and of a drawbridge and 19 broad-pointed arches, with massive piers. It had a gate-house at each end; and towards the centre, on the east side, a Gothic chapel, dedicated to St. Thomas of Canterbury ; in the crypt of which, within a pier of the bridge, was deposited, in a stone tomb, the body of Peter of Colechurch. Up to the year 1250, a toll of twelve pence, a considerable sum at that time, had been levied upon every ship passing under London Bridge, i.e. through the drawbridge in the middle. The many edicts about the nets used upon the Thames show how carefully the fisheries were watched, and how productive they must have been. Norden describes the bridge, in the reign of Elizabeth, as "adorned with sumptuous buildings and statelie and beautiful houses on either syde," like one continuous street, " except certain voyd places for the retyre of passengers from the danger of cars, carts, and droves of cattle, usually passing that way," through which vacancies only could the river be seen over the parapet-walls or palings. Some of the houses had platform roofs, with pretty little gardens and arbours. Near the drawbridge, and overhanging the river side, was the famed Nonsuch House, of the Elizabethan age : it was constructed in Holland, entirely of timber, put together with wooden pegs only, and was four stories high, richly carved and gilt. There is a view of London Bridge by Norden, which is a pearl of great price among print collectors. One impression, in the Sutherland Clarendon, in the Bodleian Library, is in the second state, and differs materially from the view published by Norden, in the reign of Elizabeth, twenty-seven years earlier than the Sutherland impression. Of the first named view, an early impression was discovered in Germany in 1863, by Mr. J. Holbert Wilson ; the old houses upon the bridge are neatly engraved ; and a cluster of traitors' heads is placed upon poles on the top of the bridge gate. The print in the second state has lost five inches in depth, and the dedication states that Norden had described it in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, but the plate had been "neare these twenty years, embezzed and detained by a person till of late unknown j" it was, therefore, not published until late in the reign, of James I., then in a mutilated state ; though the above is evidence of impressions of the first state. This is, therefore, the oldest known view of London Bridge. We may here mention another old view of London Bridge — one of a series published by Boydell and Co., in 1818, with a note stating it to have been copied from a print engraved in 1751, from a "very antient picture; but the plate (which was a private one) was afterwards mislaid." This view is birdseye, reaching from the bridge to St. Katharine's ; in it appears St. Paul's, with the spire, which was burnt in 1561. Beneath the view this is stated to be " the oldest view of London extant ;" but we have Van den Wyngrerde's (1543) view, in the Sutherland Collection. In neither of these views, however, is London Bridge so distinctly shown as in Norden's horizontal view : the detail of the houses on the bridge is surprisingly minute. The chronicles of this stone bridge through nearly six centuries and a quarter form, perhaps, the most interesting episode in the history of London. The scenes of fire and siege, insurrection and popular vengeance, of national rejoicing and of the pageant victories of man and of death, of fame or funeral — it were vain for us to attempt to recite. In 1212, within four years after the bridge being finished, there was a terrific conflagration at each end, when nearly 3000 persons perished; in 1264, Henry III. was repulsed here by De Montfort, Earl of Leicester, and the populace attacked the Queen in her barge as it was preparing to shoot the Bridge ; in 1381, the rebel Wat Tyler entered the City by this road ; in 1392, Richard II. was received here with great pomp by the citizens ; in 1415, it was the scene of a grand triumph of Henry V., and in 1422 of his funeral procession ; in 1428, the Duke of Norfolk's barge was lost by upsetting at the bridge, and his Grace narrowly escaped ; in 1450 — " Jack Cade hath gotten London Bridge ; the citizens Fly and forsake their houses :" but the rebel was defeated, and his head placed upon the Gate-house : in 1477, Falconbridge attacked the Bridge, and fired several houses ; in 1554, it was one of the daring scenes of Sir Thomas Wyatt's rebellion ; in 1632 more than one-third of the houses

  
    BRIDGE— OLD LONDON. 67 were consumed in an accidental conflagration ; and in 16(16 the labyrinth of dwellings was swept away by the Great Fire : the whole street was rebuilt within twenty years ; but, in 1757, the houses were entirely removed, and parapets and balustrades erected on each side ; in this state the Bridge remained till its demolition in 1832. In 1582, at the west side of the City end of the Bridge, Waterworks were commenced by Morice, with water-wheels turned by the flood and ebb current of the Thames passing through the purposely contracted arches, and working pumps for the supply of water to the metropolis ; this being the earliest example of public water service by pumps and mechanical powers which enabled water to be distributed in pipes to dwelling-houses. Previously, water had only been supplied to public cisterns, from whence it was conveyed at great expense and inconvenience in buckets and carts. These Waterworks were not removed until 1822, when the proprietors received for their interest 10,000Z. from the New River Company. The Bridge shops had signs, and were " furnished with all manner of trades." Holbein is said to have lived here ; as did also Herbert, the printseller, and editor of Ames's Typographical Antiquities, at the time the houses were taken down. On the first night Herbert spent here, a dreadful fire took place on the banks of the Thames, which suggested to him the plan of a floating fire-engine, soon after adopted. Tradesmen's Tokens furnish but few records of the Bridge shopkeepers. "As fine as London Bridge" was formerly a proverb in the City; and many a serious, sensible tradesman used to believe that heap of enormities to be one of the Seven Wonders of the World, and, next to Solomon's Temple, the finest thing that ever art produced. Pin-makers, the first of whom was a negro, kept shops in considerable numbers here, as attested by their printed shop-bills. The Bridge was also the abode of many artists : here lived Peter Monamy, the marine painter, who was taught drawing by a sign and house painter on London Bridge. Dominic Serres once kept shop here ; and Hogarth lived here when he engraved for old John Bowles, in Cornhill. Swift and Pope have left accounts of their visits to Crispin Tucker, a waggish bookseller and author-of-all-work, who lived under the southern gate. One Baldwin, haberdasher, born in the house over the Chapel, at seventy-one could not sleep in the country for want of the noise of the roaring and rushing tide beueath, which " he had been always used to hear." A most terrific historic garniture of the Bridge was the setting up of heads on its .gate-houses : among these ghastly spectacles were the head of Sir William Wallace, 1305; Simon Frisel, 1306; four traitor knights, 1397; Lord Bardolf, 1408 ; Bolingbroke, 1440; Jack Cade and his rebels, 1451 ; the Cornish traitors of 1497; and bf Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, 1535, displaced in fourteen days by the head of Sir Thomas More. In 1577, the several heads were removed from the north end of the Drawbridge to the Southwark entrance, thence called Traitors' Gate. In 1578, the head of a recusant priest was added to the sickening sight ; and in 1605, that of Garnet the Jesuit, as well as those of the Romish priests executed under the statutes of Elizabeth and James I. Hentzner counted above thirty heads on the Bridge in 1598. The display was transferred to Temple Bar in the reign of Charles II. The narrowness of the Bridge arches so contracted the channel of the river as to cause a rapid ; and to pass through them was termed to " shoot the bridge," a peril taken advantage of by suicides. Thus, in 1689, Sir William Temple's only son, lately made Secretary at War, leaped into the river from a boat as it darted through an arch : he had filled his pockets with stones, and was drowned, leaving in the boat this note : " My folly in undertaking what I could not perform, whereby some misfortunes have befallen the King's service, is the cause of my putting myself to this sudden end ; I wish him success in all his undertakings, and a better servant." Pennant adds to the anecdote that Sir William Temple's false and profane reflection on the occasion was, that " a wise man might dispose of himself, and make his life as short as he pleased !" In 1737, Eustace Budgell, a soi-disant cousin of Addison, and who wrote in the Spectator and Guardian, when broken down in character and reduced to poverty, took a boat at Somerset Stairs ; and ordering the waterman to row down the river, Budgell threw himself into the stream as they shot London Bridge. He, too, had filled his pockets with stones, and rose no more : he left in his secretary a slip of papa-, If 2

  
    68 CUBIOSITIES OF LONDON. on which was written a broken distich : " What Cato did, and Addison approved, cannot be wrong." This is a wicked sophism ; there being as little resemblance between the cases of Budgell and Cato as there is reason for considering Addison's Cato written in defence of suicide. Of a healthier complexion is the anecdote of Edward Osborne, in 1536, leaping into the Thames from the window of one of the Bridge houses, and saving his master's infant daughter, dropped by a nurse-maid into the stream. The father, Sir William Hewet, was Lord Mayor in 1559, and gave this daughter in marriage to Osborne, whose great-grandson became the first Duke of Leeds. In 1716, a very remarkable phenomenon occurred at London Bridge. The Thames, from long continued drought, and the consequent stopping of the supplies by its tributaries, was reduced to so low a pitch, that many persons walked over its bed from Southwark to the city, and vice versa. During the twenty-four hours which this extraordinary ebb — assisted as it was by a gale of wind from W.S.W. — lasted, many interesting observations were made in respect to the foundation of the bridge, and a variety of relics were found. To allow of extensive changes and repairs, a temporary wooden bridge was built on the sterlings, or ancient coffer-dams, to protect the piers; it was burnt April 10, 1758, but rebuilt in a month. The centre pier and two arches adjoining were then taken down and replaced by one large arch, the bridge widened several feet, and reopened in 1759. These alterations are said to have cost the large sum of 100,000*. The annual loss of life and property that occurred through the dangerous state of the navigation under the arches (the fall being at times five feet), and the perpetually recurring expense of keeping the Bridge in repair, suggested, about the beginning of \o the present century, its demolition and rebuilding; but not until 1824 was the new structure commenced, the first pile being driven March 15. It was designed by John Rennie, F.R.S., and is about 100 feet westward of the old Bridge. In excavating the foundations, were discovered brass and copper coins of Augustus, Vespasian, and later Roman emperors; Venetian tokens, Nuremberg counters, and a few Tradesmen's Tokens ; brass and silver rings and buckles, ancient iron keys and silver spoons, the remains of an engraven and gilt dagger, an iron spear-head, a fine bronze lamp (head of Bacchus), and a small silver figure of Harpocrates : the latter preserved in the British Museum. We may here notice, that upon the old Bridge grew abundantly Sisymbrium Iris, or London Rocket, with small yellow flowers and pointed leaves : this plant probably appeared here soon after the Great Fire of 1666, when it sprung up thickly from among the City ruins. Mr. Rennie died in 1821 ; but the works were continued by his sons, Mr. (now Sir John) Rennie and Mr. George Rennie ; the builders being Mr. W. Jolliffe and Sir Edward Banks. On June 15, 1825, the first stone was laid in a coffer-dam nearly forty-five feet below high-water mark, opposite the southern arch (fourth lock), with great ceremony, by the Lord Mayor (Garratt), in the presence of the Duke of York ; and in the evening the Monument was illuminated with portable gas, to commemorate the event. Two large gold medals were also struck on the occasion. The first arch was keyed August 4, 1827 ; the last Nov. 19, 1828 ; and the Bridge was opened with i ' great state, August 1, 1831, by King William IV. and Queen Adelaide, who went and returned by water, and were present at the banquet given on the Bridge ; the Lord Mayor (Key) presiding ; and the King and Queen partaking of the loving-cup. New London Bridge is unrivalled in the world " in the perfection of proportion and the true greatness of simplicity." " It consists of five semi-elliptical arches, viz. two of 130 feet, two of 140 feet ; and the centre, 152 feet 6 inches span, and 37 feet 6 inches rise, is perhaps the largest elliptical arch ever attempted : the roadway is 52 feet wide. This bridge deserves remark, on account of the difficult situation in which it was built, being immediately above the old bridge, in a depth of from 25 to 30 feet at low water, on a soft alluvial bottom, covered with large loose stones, scoured away by the force of the current from the foundation of the old bridge, the whole of which had to be removed by dredging, before the coffer-dams for the piers and abutments could be commenced, otherwise it would have been extremely difficult, if not impracticable, to have made them water-tight; the difficulty was further increased by the old bridge being left standing, to accommodate the traffic, whilst the new bridge was building ; and the restricted water-way of the old bridge occasioned such an increased velocity of the current as materially to retard the operations of the new bridge, and at times the tide threatened to carry away all before it. The great magnitude and extreme flatness of the arches demanded unusual care in the selection of

  
    BEIDGE-LOKDON. 69 the materials, which were of the finest blue and white granite from Scotland and Devonshire; great accuracy in the workmanship was also indispensable. The piers and abutments stand upon platforms of timber resting upon piles about 20 feet long. The masonry is from 8 feet to 10 feet below the bed of the river.— Sir John Rennie, FM.S. The time occupied in the erection of the Bridge, from driving the first pile, March 15, 1824, to its completion in July, 1831, was seven years five months and thirteen days, during which it employed upwards of 800 men. Its huilding was attended with so many local difficulties, that forty persons lost their lives in the progress of the works. The total quantity of stone in the bridge is stated at 120,000 tons ; and the ends of the parapets consist of the largest blocks of granite ever brought to this country. A single cornice runs along the upper part of the bridge, supported on dentils formed of solid beams of granite, marking externally the line of the roadway; this is surmounted by a close parapet, four feet high, upon which are lofty and massive bronzed standards, with gas lanterns. The amount paid to Messrs. Jolliffe and Banks for this bridge was 425,0812. 9s. 2d. ; but the whole sum expended on it, including the approaches, was 1,458,3112. 8s. 11-jd. The latter are very fine, especially the roadway into the City, where, at the suggestion of Mr. Alderman Gibbs, a granite statue of King William was set up, to commemorate the opening ; and a bronze equestrian statue of the Duke of Wellington, in front of the Royal Exchange, was erected as an acknowledgment by the citizens of his Grace's exertions in facilitating the means of erecting the new bridge. The old Bridge was not entirely removed until 1832, when the bones of the builder, Peter of Colechurch, were found beneath the masonry of the chapel, as if to complete the eventful history of the ancient structure. The superstructure was enormously thick. The roadway was 8| feet above the crowns of the arches, and had apparently risen by the accumulations of five different strata, one of which was composed of charred wood, the debris of the houses that had been destroyed by fire. The foundations were very defective. The masonry was but 2^ feet below low-water mark, and rested on oak planking 16 inches wide by 9 inches thick, which in turn was supported by a mass of Kentish rubble, mixed with chalk and flints, thrown in and held together by starlings. Parts of the piers had been faced at some early period, but very ill and carelessly, and no part of the original work rested on piles. At the sale of the materials of this Bridge, Mr. Weiss, the cutler, of the Strand, purchased all the iron, amounting to fifteen tons, with which the piles had been shod; and such portions as had entered the ground produced steel infinitely superior to any which Mr. Weiss had ever met with. Upon examination, it was inferred that the extremities of the piles having been charred, the straps of iron closely wedged between them and the stratum in which they were imbedded, must have been subjected to a galvanic action, which, in the course of some six or seven hundred years, produced the above effects. The stone proved finely-seasoned material : a portion of it was purchased of Alderman Humphery by Alderman Harmer, and used in building his seat, Ingress Abbey, near Greenhithe; the balustrades, of good proportions, were preserved. Many snuff-boxes and other memorials were turned from the pile-wood. The traffic across the old Bridge, in one day of July, 1811, amounted to 89,640 persons on foot, 769 waggons, 2924 carts and drays, 1240 coaches, 485 gigs and taxed carts, and 764 horses. The present Bridge is capable of accommodating four continuous streams of vehicles, with the addition of wide pavements for foot-passengers. The traffic over the Bridge during the 24 hours ending at 6 P.M. has comprised : — Vehicles — cabs, 4483 ; omnibuses, 4286 ; waggons, carts, &c, 9245 ; other vehicles, 2430 ; horses, led or ridden, 54 — total, 20,498. Passengers : — In vehicles, 60,836 ; on foot, 107,074 — total, 167,910. — [See Chronicles of London Bridge, by an Antiquary (Richard Thomson), 1827 ; where the researches of a lifetime appear to be condensed into a single volume.] Westminster Bridge was opened in 1750, until when the only communication between Lambeth and Westminster was by the ferry-boat near Lambeth Palace Gates, the property of the Archbishop of Canterbury, granted by patent under a rent of 20d. and for the loss of which ferry 22052. were given to the see.

  
    70 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Attempts to obtain another bridge over the Thames, besides that of London, were made in the several reigns of Elizabeth, James I., Charles I. and II., and George I. ; but it was not until the year 1736 (10 Geo. II.), that Parliament authorized the building of a second bridge. The architect was Charles Labelye, a native of Switzerland : the first stone was laid by the Earl of Pembroke, Jan. 29, 1738-9; and the bridge was opened Nov. 18, 1750. It consisted of fifteen semicircular arches, the centre seventy-six feet span ; 1223 feet long by 44 feet wide. It was originally intended for a wooden bridge, and was partly commenced on this principle. The bottom courses of the piers, were laid, or built, in floating- vessels, or caissons, which when so loaded, were conducted to their proper positions, and there sunk upon the natural alluvial bed of the river ; the bottom of the caissons thus forming, when the sides had been removed, the platforms or foundations of the masonry, unsustained by underpiling, or any other support than that of the gravel or sand on which they rested. In the Gentleman's Magazine for 1750, a view of Westminster Bridge as then finished is given, with this memorandum : — " This structure is certainly a very great ornament to our metropolis, and will be looked on with pleasure or envy by all foreigners. The surprising echo in the arches, brings much company with French horns to entertain themselves under it in summer ; and with the upper part, for an agreeable airing, none of the public walks or gardens can stand in competition." For the protection of passengers over it at night there was at this time a watch of twelve men ! Labelye states the quantity of stone in this Bridge to be nearly double that employed in building St. Paul's Cathedral. " The caissons contained upwards of 150 loads of timber, and were of more tonnage than a forty-gun vessel." (Sutton's Tracts). The original cost of the Bridge is given as 393,1 89Z., of which 145,057/. went to contractors and 248,132/. to other parties. The approaches cost 109,054?. It is worthy of note that long before Labelye's bridge was erected, the place of crossing was known as Westminster Bridge. (See Dr. Wallis to S. Pepys, Oct. 24, 1699.) In the old maps the landing-place on the north shore is so marked. Vast sums were expended in the repair of this Bridge. Within forty years it cost nearly half a million of money ; whereas the property of the Bridge only realized 7464/. 11*. 8d. In 1838, Mr. W. Cubitt found the caissons in a perfect state, the wood (fir) retaining its resinous smell. After the removal of London Bridge, as Telford foresaw, more than one of the Westminster piers gave way ; to stay their sinking, in Aug. 1846 the thoroughfare was closed ; the balustrades and heavy stone alcoves were removed, the stone-work stripped to the cornice, and the roadway lowered, thus lightening it of 30,000 tons weight j timber palings were put up at the sides, and the Bridge was re-opened. The proportions of the sides are stated to have been so accurate, that if a person spoke against the wall of any of the niches on one side of the way, he might be distinctly heard upon the opposite side ; even a whisper was audible in the stillness of the night. This was the last metropolitan bridge which had a balustrade parapet, that of Blackfriars Bridge having been removed in 1839. Westminster Bridge was built of magnesian limestone, containing from 24 to 42 per cent, of carbonate of magnesia, from which Epsom salts are obtained by the application of sulphuric acid. " If," said Dr. Ryan, in a lecture before 'the Royal Agricultural Society, " Westminster Bridge, built of that rock, were covered with water and sulphuric acid, it would be converted into Epsom salts." It was upon Westminster Bridge, September 3, 1803, that Wordsworth poured forth this truly majestic sonnet : — Earth has not anything to show more fair : Dull would he be of soul who could pass by A sight so touching in its majesty : This City now doth like a garment wear The beauty of the morning ; silent, bare, • Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples, lie Open unto the fields, and to the sky, All bright and glittering in the smokeless air. Never did sun more beautifully steep In hi3 first splendour valley, rock, or hill; Ne'er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep ! The river glideth at its own sweet will : Dear God ! the very houses seem asleep, And all that mighty heart is lying still 1 At length the construction of a new Bridge was commenced as near as possible to the old one, the latter being used as a temporary bridge. The works were com �

  
    BRIDGE— WESTMINSTER. 71 menced by T. Page, C.E., somewhat lower down the river, in the middle of 1859. No coffer-dams were used; hut on the site of each pier, elm piles were driven deep below the bed of the river into the London clay. Round these again were forced massive iron circular piles, grooved at the edges, so as to admit of great sheets of cast iron being slid down like shutters between them; the space they shut in being carefully dredged out of mud to the bed of the river, the piles tied together with iron rods, and the space filled in between with concrete up to low-water mark, when the masonry — euormous slabs of granite, weighing from eight to twelve tons — was fixed for the pier, and on these were raised the massive stone piers themselves. The arches of the Bridge are seven in number, each formed of seven ribs, which are of cast-iron nearly up to the crown, where, to avoid danger from the concussion of heavy loads, they are of wrought metal. The arches vary in span, from the smallest, of 90 ft., to the largest in the centre, of 120 ft., and from a height above high- water level of from 16 ft. to 20 ft. In the spandrels of the arches are Gothic quatrefoils, filled with shields of the arms of Westminster and England. The materials used in the constraction of the whole bridge were 4200 tons of cast and 1400 tons of wrought-iron, 30,000 cubic yards of concrete, 21,000 cubic yards of brickwork set in Portland cement, 165,000 cubic feet of granite, and 46,000 cubic feet of timber. Its gradient is 12 ft. lower than the old Bridge, and its total width more than double, so that it is, size for size, the cheapest Bridge over the Thames that has yet been built, costing per superficial foot less than half the price of any similar structure in London. The length, breadth, and cost of each of the metropolitan Bridges have been as follows : — Length. Breadth. Cost per Feet. Ft. in. Square ft. London  901 . . 53 6 . . £11 6 0 Southwark  800 . . 42 6 . . 11 5 10 Blackfriars  994 . . 42 0 . . 3 15 6 Waterloo  1380 . . 41 6 . . 10 0 0 Hungerford . ■  1536 . . 13 4 . . 4 16 6 Westminster, old . . . . ■ . 1160 . . 43 0 . . 7 16 0 Westminster, new  990..85 0.. 400 Vauxhall  840 . . 36 2 . . 9 16 0 Chelsea  922 . . 40 0 . . 2 5 0 New Bridge at Blackfriars . . . 930 . . 76 0 . . 3 5 0 Thus it will be seen that the new Bridge is very nearly twice as wide as any of the bridges over the Thames. Within the parapets it is 84 ft. 2 in. Of this the footways occupy 28 ft., the road for the light traffic 39 ft., the tramways 14 ft. 8 in., and the space between them 2 ft. 6 in. The tramways consist of iron-plates, bolted to timbers, and laid upon an elastic bed of cork and bitumen. The kerb of the footway is formed of Ross of Mull granite; the footway itself is of Blashfield's terra-cotta, in diamondshaped tiles, grooved transversely. The Bridge was completed in 1863, and opened May 24, Her Majesty's birthday, at a quarter to 4 o'clock, the precise time when the Queen was born ; and at that hour a salute of 25 guns was fired, a number corresponding to the years of her reign. " The unparalleled width produces a most striking effect as yon pass on to the Bridge : if you approach it from the Surrey side of the river, it is singularly imposing, as it stretches its wide way before you, spanning the broad unseen river, and backed by the magnificent mass of the Houses of Parliament, — never so well seen before, the visitor should see it for the first time thus— it is a thing to remember. From the river the Bridge is less impressive. It is not so majestic as London Bridge, nor so beautiful as Waterloo. The arches seem to press upon the water." — Companion to the Almanack, 1S63. Still, with certain artistic defects, this is a noble bridge. The old Bridge was taken down in 1861 ; the last arch, April 25, and the foundations three months later : altogether, including the arches, more than 2,100,000 cubic feet of masonry and brickwork were taken out. Blacktkiabs Beidge originated with a committee appointed, in 1746, to examine Labelye's designs for improving London Bridge ; though the architect of Blackfriars Bridge was Robert Mylne, a native of Edinburgh. " The first pile of it was driven in the middle of the Thames, June 7, 1760 ; and the foundation-stone was laid by Sir Thomas Chitty, Lord Mayor, Oct. 31. On Nov. 19, 1768, it was made passable as a bridle-way, exactly two years after its reception of foot-passengers; and it was finally and generally opened on Sunday, Nov. 19, 1769. There was a toll of one halfpenny

  
    72 CVBIOSITIES OF LONDON. for every foot-passenger, and one penny on Sundays ; but on January 22, 1785, the tolls were redeemed by Government. The toll-house was burnt down in the Riots of 1780, when all the account-books were destroyed." — (Chronicles of London Bridge, pp. 568, 569.) The total cost of building and completing the Bridge and avenues thereto was 261,5792.0*. %\d:; including 21,2502. lis. 6d. paid to the Watermen's Company for the Sunday ferry. " Under the foundation-stone were placed several pieces of gold, silver, and copper coins of George II., together with a silver medal given to Mr. Mylne, the architect, by the Academy of St. Luke, with a copper rim round it, having the following inscriptions. On the one side, ' In architectura prastantise prremium (ipsa Roma judice), Roberto Mylne pontis hujus architectoni grato animo posuit.* " Upon " a plate or plates of pure tin" was a Latin inscription, stating the Bridge to have been undertaken by the Common Council of London (amidst the rage of an extensive war), and that there might remain to posterity a monument of this city's affection to the man, who, by the strength of his genius, the steadiness of his mind, and a certain kind of happy contagion of his probity and spirit (under the Divine favour and fortunate auspices of George II.) recovered, augmented, and secured the British Empire in Asia, Africa, and America, and restored the ancient reputation and influence of this country amongst the nations of Europe, the citizens of London unanimously voted this bridge to be inscribed with the name of William Pitt. It was for a short time called '* Pitt Bridge," which was soon changed to Blackfriars Bridge; but the names of William and the Earl of Chatham still live in William-street, Earl-street, and Chatham-place. Mylne's success was owing, in a great measure, to the exertions of his friend, John Paterson, City Solicitor ; and they being of the Anti- Wilkes party, and of the same country as Lord Bute, the unpopular First Minister of the Crown, Churchill, in his poem founded on the Cock-lane Ghost story, has scathed both Mylne and Paterson. The Bridge was built of Portland stone, and consisted of nine semi-elliptical arches, then introduced about the first time in this country, in opposition to Gwyn, who, in his design, proposed the semicircular arch. The columns were the most objectionable feature in Mylne's design, architecturally ; for the line of the parapet being a curve, the pillars were necessarily of different heights and diameters. Between 1833 and 1 840, the Bridge was thoroughly repaired by Walker and Burgess, at an expense of 74,0352., it is stated at a loss to the contractors. The foot and carriage ways were lowered; the removal of the balustrades, and the substitution of a plain parapet, altogether spoiled the architectural beauty of the structure. It is traditionally said that our great landsape-painter, Richard Wilson, used to make frequent visits to Blackfriars Bridge, to study the magnificent view of St. Paul's Cathedral obtained from it. q At length, the Court of Common Council resolved to build a new Bridge upon the W-" site of the old Bridge, but much wider ; and the design of Joseph Cubitt was selected ■—to consist of five iron arches, surmounted by an ornamental cornice and parapet, and the iron floor covered with a layer of concrete, and paved with granite ; each of the four piers having a massive i lumn o" red polished granite. A temporary wooden bridge 900ft. in length, having three arches of 75ft. span tor the river traffic; the carriage-way is 26ft. wide, aid above it, at an elevation of 16ft., two footways, each 9ft. wide, were erected : the old bridge was then closed, and its demolition commenced forthwith ; the rubble and masonry above the arch-turnings was nearly 20,000 tons weight. The cost of this Bridge, four equestrian statues, and the temporary bridge, is stated at 265,0002., or 32. per foot super. At 150 feet eastward an iron lattice girderbridge hud been constructed for the London, Chatham, and Dover Railway. Vauxhall Bridge, communicating with Millbank, had, in consequence of disputes, four engineers : Ralph Dodd, Sir Samuel Bentham, John Rennie, F.R.S. ; and lastly, James Walker, who carried the design into effect at the expense of a public Company. The Bridge is of cast-iron, but was originally intended to be of stone : hence the narrowness of the nine arches, which would not have been necessary for an iron structure. The first stone of the pier begun by Mr. Rennie was laid by Lord Dundas, as proxy for the Prince Regent, May 9, 1811. The building was then suspended, but transferred to Mr. James Walker ; the first stone of the resumed works was laid by the late Duke of Brunswick, August 21, 1813 ; and on June 4, 1816, the bridge was opened. The width of the river is 900 feet at this Bridge, the length of which, clear of the abutments, is 806 feet ; its 9 arches are each 78 feet span, and its 8 piers, each 13 feet wide ; height of centre arch, at high water, 27 feet. The bridge cost upwards of 300,0002. ; its half-year's clear revenue from tolls in 1849-50 was 29862. 3*. 4d. The

  
    BRIDGES— WATERLOO— SOUTEWARK. 73 low grounds west of the bridge, and formerly known as the Neathouse Gardens, were elevated to a level with the Pimlico-road, by transporting hither the soil excavated from St. Katherine's Docks ; and upon this artificial foundation several streets were built. The roadway on the south side crosses the site of the Cumberland Tea Gardens. Waterloo Bridge has been dignified by Canova as " the noblest bridge in the world," and by Baron Dupin as " a colossal monument worthy of Sesostris and the Caesars." It was partly projected by George Dodd, the engineer, and designed for him by John Linnell Bond, architect, who died in 1837 ; but the bridge was eventually built for a public Company by John Rennie, F.R.S. It crosses the Thames from the Strand, between Somerset Place and the site of the Savoy, to Lambeth, at the" centre . ^, of the site of Cuper's Gardens, where the first stone was laid October 11, 1811. This Bridge consists of nine semi-elliptical arches, each 120 feet span and 35 feet high, supported on piers 20 feet wide at the springing of the arches; with "useless and inappropriate Grecian-Doric columns between the piers, surmounted by the anomalous decoration of a balustrade upon a Doric entablature." — (Elmes.) The width of the Thames at this part is 1326 feet at high water ; the entire length of the bridge is 2456 feet — the bridge and abutments being 1380 feet, the approach from the Strand 310 feet, and the land-arch causeway on the Surrey side 766 feet. The roadway upon the summit of the arches is carried upon brick arches to the level of the Strand ,• and by a gentle declivity upon a series of brick arches over the roadway upon the Surrey bank of the river to the level of the roads near the Obelisk by the Surrey Theatre. This district, until the building of the Bridge, was known as Lambeth Marsh, was low-lying and swampy, with thinly scattered dwellings; but in a few years it became covered with streets of houses. The Bridge is built of granite, " in a style of solidity and magnificence hitherto unknown. There elliptical arches, with inverted arches between them to counteract the lateral pressure, were carried to a greater extent than in former bridges ; and isolated coffer-dams upon a great scale in a tidal river, with steam-engines for pumping out the water, were, it is believed, for the first time employed in this country ; the level line of roadway, which adds so much to the beauty as well as the convenience of the structure, was there adopted." — (Sir John Rennie, F.R.S!) The Bridge was opened by a procession of the Prince Regent and the Dukes of York and Wellington, y^ and a grand military cavalcade, on June 18, 1817, the second anniversary of the battle of Waterloo, whence it is named. The Bridge itself cost about 400,000?., which, by the expense of the approaches, was increased to above a million of money — a larger sum than the cost of building St. Paul's, the Monument, and seven of our finest metropolitan churches. It has been a ruinous speculation to the Company, the tolls amounting to little more than 20,000?. per annum. Formerly, the average number of suicides annually committed from Waterloo Bridge was 40 ; in September, 1841, there were nine attempts made, within a few days, to commit suicide from Blaekfriars Bridge. Southwaee Bridge, designed by John Rennie, F.R.S., was built by a public Company, and cost about 800,000/. It consists of three cast-iron arches : the centre 240 feet span, and the two side arches 210 feet each, about forty-two feet above the highest spring-tides : the ribs forming, as it were, a series of hollow masses, or voussoirs, similar to those of stone, a principle new in the construction of cast-iron bridges, and very successful. The whole of the segmental pieces and the braces are kept in their places by dove-tailed sockets and long cast-iron wedges, so that bolts are unnecessary ; although they were used during the construction of the bridge, to keep the pieces in their places until the wedges had been driven. The spandrels are similarly connected, and upon them rests the roadway of solid plates of cast iron, joined by iron cement. The piers and abutments are of stone, founded upon timber platforms, resting upon piles driven below the bed of the river. The masonry is tied throughout by vertical and horizontal bond-stones, so that the whole acts as one mass in the best position to resist the horizontal thrust. The first stone was laid by Admiral Lord Keith, May 23, 1815, the Bill for erecting the Bridge having been passed May 6, 1811. The iron-work, weight 5700 tons, had been so well put together by the Walkers, of Vto

  
    cA o 74 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Rotherham, the founders, and the masonry hy the contractors, Jolliffe Banks ; that when the work was finished, scarcely any sinking was discernible in the arches. From experiments made to ascertain tWI extent of the expansion and contraction between the extreme range of winter and summer temperature, it was found that the arch rose in the summer about 1 inch to 1| inch. The works were commenced in 1813, and the bridge was opened by lamp-light, March 24, 1819, as the clock of St. Paul's Cathedral tolled midnight. Towards the middle of the western side of the bridge is a descent from the pavement to a steamboat pier. The bridge was opened free of toll, for six months, by the Lord Mayor (Lawrence), Nov. 8, 1864, with a view to its purchase, ultimately, by the City of London. " Within a fraction, London Bridge has as much traffic as all the rest put together, the proportions being — London equal to all ; Westminster half of London ; Blackfriars half of Westminster ; Waterloo one third of Blackfriars ; and Southwark one-fourth of Waterloo." — Bennoch on the Bridges of London, 1853. Httngeefoed StisPENSiON-BEiDGE,from Hungerford Market to Belvedere Road, Lambeth, was constructed by I. K. Brunei, F.R.S., and was a fine specimen of mechanical skill. It consisted of two lofty brick piers, or towers, in the Italian style, designed by Bunning, 58 feet above the road, and built in brickwork and cement on the natural bed of the river, without piles. In the upper part of these towers, four chains passed over rollers, so as to equalize the strain : they carried the platform or roadway, in two lines, with single suspension rods, 12 feet apart ; the chains being secured in tunnels at the abutments to iron girders, embedded in brickwork and cement, and strengthened with concrete. There were three spans, the central one between the piers being 676^ feet, or 110 feet wider than the Menai Bridge ; and second only to the span of the wire suspension-bridge atFribourg, which is nearly 900 feet. The length between the abutments of the Hungerford Bridge was 1352^ feet. The roadway was in the centre 32 feet above high-water mark, or 7 feet higher than the crown of the centre arch of Waterloo Bridge. The height above the piers was 28^ feet. Thus was gained additional height for the river traffic, and a graceful curve, with the appearance of swagging prevented. The Bridge was commenced in 1841, and was built without any scaffolding but a few ropes, consequently, without impediment to the navigation of the river. The iron-work, between 10,000 and 11,000 tons, was by Sandys and Co., Cornwall. The entire cost of the Bridge was 110,000/., raised by a public Company. The toll was a halfpenny each person each way. The Bridge was opened May 1, 1845, when, between noon and midnight, 36,254 persons passed over. Hungerford was then the great focus of the Thames steam -navigation, the embarkations and landings here exceeding 2,000,000 per annum. The Bridge was taken down in 1863, and the chains were carried to Clifton, for the Suspension-Bridge erecting there. Upon its site has been constructed the Bridge for the Charing Cross Extension of the South Eastern Railway : it has on each side a foot-path and ornamental balustrade ; and in the centre four lines of rails, expanding fanwise into seven lines on approaching the Charing Cross terminus. The Bridge for carrying the Railway across the Thames to the City terminus, in Upper Thames-street, is similar to the Charing Cross Bridge, but 12 feet wider. Hammebsmith Suspension-Bbidge is one of the most elegant structures of its kind j and, unlike other suspension-bridges, has part of the roadway supported on, and not hanging from, the main chains. The weight of the masonry abutments on each bank is 2160 tons, to resist the pull of the chains. Cost, 80,000/. ; engineer, W. Tierney Clarke; first stone laid by the Duke of Sussex, May 7, 1826 ; finished 1827. Chelsea Sttspension-ISbidge, opened in 1858, forms a communication between Pimlico, Belgravia, and Chelsea, on one side of the Thames, and Battersea Park, and the neighbourhood, on the other (the Middlesex roadway crossing the site of Ranelagh), and was built with funds granted by Parliament in 1846 ; Geo. Gordon Page, engineer. The length of the Bridge is 704 feet : it consists of a centre opening of 333 feet, with two side openings 166 feet 6 inches each. The piers terminate in

  
    BUCELEBSBTTRY—BUNHILL-FIELDS. 75 curved cutwaters: the width of the Bridge is 47 feet; the roadway at the centre of the Bridge is 24 feet 6 inches above high-water, and has a curve of 18 inches rise, commencing at the abutments. The towers and ornamental portions are of cast-iron. The girders and flooring of the platform are of wrought iron : ironwork by Howard, Ravenhill, & Co. The piers are built upon caissons, below which the ironwork spreads out at the bottom on bed-plates that rest upon York stone landings, laid on piles, and concrete supports ; externally, the piers are cased with ornamental ironwork. The abutments and piers rest upon piles driven 20 feet beyond low-water mark. On each side of the carriage way is a tram for heavy traffic. A very large amount of additional strength is obtained over the ordinary suspension construction by two longitudinal lattice girders, of wrought iron, which separate the roadway from the footpaths. At each end of the bridge are rectangular lodges, with terra-cotta terminations. The four iron towers that rise from the caissons and piers have their upper portions of moulded copper, gilded and painted to resemble bronze, and crowned with globular lamps. The towers bear the royal arms and V. A. Yet, this public way across the Thames — although built ostensibly with the public money to afford the inhabitants of Middlesex access to Battersea/ree park — had a horse, carriage, and foot toll, an anomaly which was loudly reprehended. At a short distance eastward is the Bridge for the Victoria Station and Phnlico Railway; the ironwork by Bray and Waddington, of Leeds; Fowler, engineer; opened in 1860. The stone piers, and the framework of the spandrels of the four flat and segmental iron arches, each 175 feet span, and the iron cornice, render this one of the handsomest railway bridges over the Thames. Lambeth Suspension Bbidge, connects Horseferry-road, Westminster, with Church-street, Lambeth, P. W. Barlow, engineer ; and though constructed for both carriage and foot traffic, it cost, including the approaches, only 40,000Z. Its entire length is 1040 feet ; it has three spans of 280 feet each, of wire cable, bearing wroughtiron platforms, suspended from piers, each of two iron cylinders, 12 feet in diameter, sunk into the London clay, 18 feet below the bed of the river, filled with concrete and brickwork ; the novelty consists in placing under the bridge, on each side, a longitudinal tubular iron girder, a cross girder between, so as to reduce to the minimum the upward, downward, and lateral movement. B UCKLJERSB UR Y, A SHORT street at the point where the Poultry meets Cheapside : here formerly stood the great Conduit which brought water from Conduit Mead, near Oxfordroad and Paddington. Stow writes : " Bucklersbury, so called of a manor and tenements pertaining to one Buckle, who dwelt there, and kept his courts." The manorhouse, in Stow's time, bore the sign of the Old Barge, from its being said, that when Walbrook lay open, barges were rowed or towed out of the Thames up here : hence the present Barge Yard. Bucklersbury was a noted place for grocers and apothecaries, drugsters and furriers. In Shakspeare's days it was, probably, a herb-market ; for he has the comparison of smelling " like Buckler's-bury in simple-time." — {Merry Wives of Windsor, Act iii. sc. 3.) B UNHILL-FIELDS, TVTEAR Finsbury-square, one of the three great fields of the manor of Finsbury, J- ' named Bonhill Field, Mallow Field, and the " High Field, or Meadow Ground, where the three windmills stand ;" Bonhill was erected in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, on a deposit made of " more than 1000 cartloads" of bones removed from the charnel of old St. Paul's, which, it is believed, gave rise to the name Bonehill or Bunhill Fields. In 1553, a lease was granted to the Corporation of this with other land, being the property of the Prebendal Stall of Finsbury, in St. Paul's Cathedral ; and by various renewals of this lease, the Corporation held the land until 1769, when the last of the leases expired. Prior to this the Statute of Charles II. had passed, by which persons of all degrees were prohibited from granting leases of Church property

  
    76 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. for longer periods than forty years ; and thus, in 1769, the growth of London having rendered it desirable that the land should be built over, a private Act was passed authorizing the then Prebend, Dr. Wilson, to lease the land to the Corporation for ninety-nine years, upon the terms of two-sixths of the net income to be received by them being paid to the Prebend as his own property (in lieu of any fine for the grant of the lease), one-sixth to the Prebendal Stall, and the remaining three-sixths to be retained by the Corporation. This lease will expire in 1868. Wilson-street is named from the Prebend, the Rev. Dr. Wilson. The earliest known record of the Bunhill-fields themselves, as distinguished from the rest of the land in the lease, is that the City leased them to one Tindal, for fifty-one years, from Christmas, 1661 : in that lease they are described as meadow-land, and the lease contains a provision for the citizens using them for recreation. Both this provision and the description of the land are at direct variance with its having been used as a place of burial up to that date. In four years, afterwards, however (1665), London was visited with the Great Plague, and in the next year with the Great Fire ; and it is extremely probable that in the disturbance of social order which these two visitations caused, the living sought for their dead a burial-place outside the City, and found it at Bunhill-fields. Certain it is, that before the expiration of Tindal's lease it had become a burial-ground. As such, however, the Corporation had nothing to do with it, until the year 1788, when they determined not to renew the lease, but take it into their own hands, and so it has remained to this day. Since 1788 the Prebend has year by year received his moiety of the income of the ground as a cemetery, and as that cemetery now reverts to those claiming under the Prebend, i.e., the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, they have imposed upon them the obligation of preserving the ground for the purpose for which they have received the money. There remains but one point from which liability is sought to be imposed upon the Corporation. It is said the Act of Parliament authorized the renewal of the lease in perpetuity, and that the City, through their negligence in not having obtained a renewal of the lease, must indemnify the owners of graves. It were to be wished, for the City's sake, that the renewal were authorized, as they lose in 1868, through the expiring of the lease, an income of 4O,000Z. per annum ; but, unfortunately, this is not the fact. The mistake has arisen from the marginal note saying the lease is renewable ; but there is nothing in the Act to warrant the note, and no one at this distance of time can explain how the error has arisen. — (Communicated to the City Press.) Curll published a Register of the interments here to 1717, with the inscriptions, &c Among these are the following : — " Here lyeth interred the body of Edward Tucker, late of Weymouth, who (by his own prediction) departed this life, March 4th, 1706-7, aged 86 years." "This ground, six foot long eastward, is bought for Elizabeth Chapman." This notice is valuable, as conclusively showing that, even at that early period, graves were sold in perpetuity, and any attempt to sell the soil for secular purposes would be a most unwarrantable desecration. " Here lyeth the body of Francis Smith, Bookseller, who in his youth was settled in a separate congregation, sustaining, between 1659 and 1688, great persecutions, by Imprisonments, exile, fines, and for printing petitions for caling of a Parliament, with several things against Popery. After nearly 40 imprisonments, he was fined 5001. for printing and selling the speech of a noble peer, and three times suffered corporeal punishment. He was for said fine five years a prisoner in the King's Bench, 'which hard duress utterly impaired his health. He dyed Housekeeeper in the Custom House, December 22nd, 1691." Engraved on the side of a handsome tomb, " Mordecai Abbott, Esq., Receiver-General of His Majesty's Customs, obiit 29 Feby. 1699, setat. 43: Here Abbott, virtue's great example, lies, The charitable, pious, just, and wise ; But how shall fame in this small Table paint The Husband, Father, Master, Friend, and Saint? A soul on Earth so ripe for glory found ; So like to theirs, who are with glory crown'd, That 'tis less strange such worth so soon should go To Heaven, than that it staid so long below." Mr. A. J. Jones, in a volume published in 1849, gives a transcript of most of the inscriptions that remained in Bunhill-fields at that period, about three hundred. Among the eminent persons interred here, in an altar-tomb, east end of the ground, is Dr. Thomas Goodwin, the Independent preacher, who attended Oliver Cromwell on his deathbed. Also Dr. John Owen, Dean of Christchurch and Vice-Chancellor of Oxford when Cromwell was Chancellor j he preached the first sermon before the Parlia �

  
    BUNHILL-FIELDS. 77 ment after the execution of Charles I. But more attractive is the resting-place of John Bunyan, in the vault of his friend Strudwick, the grocer, Holborn Bridge, at whose house Bunyan died. His name is not recorded in the Register, nor is it in Curll's List ; hut the place was long marked by a monument, with this inscription : — " Mr. John Bunyan, Author of The Pilgrim's Progress, oh. 31 Aug. 1688, aet. 60. The ' pilgrim's* progress now is finished, And Death has laid him in this earthly bed." This inscription was cut many years after Bunyan's funeral. Southey tells us, with grave humour, " People like to be buried in company, and in good company. The Dissenters regarded Bunhill Fields' Burial-ground as their Campo Santo, and especially for Bunyan's sake. It is said that many have made it their desire to be interred as near as possible to the spot where his remains are deposited." In May, 1852, the above me- ^ morial was replaced by an altar-tomb, upon which is the recumbent figure of Bunyan, book in hand; the end panels have sculptures from The Pilgrim's Progress. Here, too, sleeps Lord-Deputy Fleetwood, of the Civil Wars, Oliver Cromwell's souin-law, and husband of the widow of Ireton : there was a monument to his memory, which has been obliterated or removed. Here also rest Dr. Daniel Williams, founder of the Library in Redcross-street ; John ^ Dunton, author of his own Life and Errors ; the Rev. D. Neal, author of the History of the Puritans ; Dr. Lardner, author of the Credibility of the Gospel History ; Dr. John Guise, Dr. Gill, Dr. Stennett, Dr. Harris ; Dr. Richard Price, author of Reversionary Payments ; Dr. Henry Hunter, Dr. Fisher, the Rev. Theophilus Lindsey ; Dr. A. Rees, editor of the Cyclopaedia ; George Walker, of Nottingham and Manchester ; and the Rev. Thomas Belsham, the Unitarian Minister. Defoe, the author of Robinson Crusoe, who was born and died in the parish of St. Giles, Cripplegate, is buried in Bunhill-fields, with his second wife, the spot unknown. The entry in the register, written, probably, by some ignorant person who made a strange blunder of his name, is as follows : — " 1731, April 26. Mr. Dubow, Cripplegate." Here lies, with a headstone to her memory, Susannah Wesley, mother of John Wesley, founder of the people called Methodists ; and Charles Wesley, the first person who was called a Methodist. Near the centre of the ground is a monument to Dr. Isaac Watts ; Joseph Ritson, the antiquary, lies here, spot unmarked ; William Blake, the painter and poet, 25 feet from the north wall, without a monument ; and Thomas Stothard, R.A., best known by his Canterbury Pilgrimage. Near the street rails is a monument to Thomas Hardy, who was tried for treason in company with John Home Tooke. Hardy's memorial bears a long and somewhat defiant semi-political inscription. In 1864, Mr. Deputy Charles Reed, F.S.A., presented to the Common Council a memorial, influentially signed, praying the Court to take steps for the preservation of Bunhill-fields burial-ground. This memorial eloquently says :— " In this burying-ground are interred men whose memory and writings are among the most precious of our national heirlooms ; some of the most fearless assert ers of civil and religious liberty at critical periods of our history ; notable men of all professions and of all religious communities ; divines, artists, reformers ; a crowd of worthies and confessors whose learning, piety, and public services not only adorned the age in which they lived, but have proved a permanent blessing to the land, and whose names the world will not willingly let die. The Nonconformist bodies, especially, look upon this as the holy field of their illustrious dead, because here lie buried those whose remains were refused interment in the graveyards of the churches in which they had long faithfully ministered, and whose memory is reverently cherished in the hearts and homes of their religious descendants." George Fox, founder of the Society of Friends, is erroneously said to have been buried here ; but he lies in Coleman-street, which was part of Finsbury Manor Farm, and was, before Fox's death, acquired by the Friends as their place of interment; besides, the Friends were looked upon in no favourable manner by the other dissenting bodies, who had acquired Bunhill-fields. In Fox's diary it is related how, after the meeting in White Hart Court, Gracechurch- street, he went to Henry Goldney's, close by, and there admitted to others that " he thought he felt the cold strike to his heart as he came out of the meeting." It was " the 13th of the 11th month," 1690, being in the 67th year of his age, that Fox died. On the day appointed for his interment a meeting of Friends was held in White Hart Court, and " the body was borne, accompanied by very great numbers, to the Friends' burying-ground, near Bunhill Fields." Hasty readers have inferred from this that it was in the larger cemetery George Fox was buried.

  
    78 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. CANONBURY TOWER, fi\ A T the northern extremity of the parish of Islington, denotes the site of the country-£*- house of the Prior of the Canons of St. Bartholomew ; hence, it is supposed, the name of Canons' -bury, bury being synonymous with burgh, a dwelling. On a gardenhouse hard by is sculptured the rebus or device of Bolton, the last prior — a bolt, or arrow for the crossbow, through a tun : " Old Prior Boltou, with his bolt and tun." The Tower, which is of red brick, is believed to have been built by Sir John Spencer, of Crosby-place, who purchased the estate in 1570. Elizabeth, his only daughter and heiress, married William, second Lord Compton, who is traditionally said to have contrived her elopement from her father's house at Canonbury in a baker's basket. In 1618, he was created Earl of Northampton, and from him the present owner of Canonbury, who is the eleventh Earl and third Marquis of Northampton, is lineally descended. The Tower is 17 feet square, and nearly 60 feet in height, and consists of seven stories and 23 rooms. For many years it was let in lodgings. Amongst its tenants was Ephraim Chambers, whose Cyclopcedia was not only the basis of Rees's work, but originated all the modern Cyclopaedias in the English and the other European languages. Chambers died at Canonbury, May 18, 1740, and was buried in Westminster Abbey, under a short Latin inscription, his own composition. Newbery, the bookseller, lodged here ; and in his apartments Goldsmith often lay concealed from his creditors, and under a pressing necessity he there wrote his Vicar of Wakefield ; " he was the most diligent slave that ever toiled in the mill of Grub-street." " A silly notion at one time prevailed that there was formerly a subterranean communication between Canonbury House and the Priory of St. Bartholomew. Similar vulgar and absurd stories are current at most of the large monasteries ; as Malmesbury, Netley, Glastonbury, Sec." — (Godwin's Churches of London.) The ancient priory mansion covered the entire site now occupied by Canonburyplace, and had attached to it a park of about four acres, with large gardens, a fishpond, &c. ; most of which were included in the premises of Canonbury Tea-gardens and Tavern, in the middle of the last century but a small ale-house. It was enlarged and improved by a Mr. Lane, who had been a private soldier j but its celebrity was chiefly owing to the widow Sutton, who resided here from 1785 to 1808, and laid out the bowling-green and grounds. The streets which now cover the Canonbury estate are mostly named from the titles of the Marquis of Northampton, the ground landlord. CARVINGS IN WOOD. THE art of Sculpture in Wood has ever been royally and nobly encouraged in England ; and the metropolis contains many fine specimens of ancient and modern skill in this tasteful branch of decoration. The figures carved upon the chestnut roof of Westminster Hall show the degree of excellence the art had attained in this country so early as the reign of Richard II. The sculptured arms on the corbels are those of France and England, quarterly ; and of St. Edward the Confessor, as borne by Richard II. ; whose favourite badge, viz., the white hart, lodged, ducally gorged and chained, and his crest of a lion guardant crowned, standing on a chapeau and helmet, are also carved, in alternate succession, on the cornice. There is every reason to suppose the timber architecture of Old London to have been elaborate and beautiful. Till about the year 1625, nearly all the houses were built of wood : the interiors of the better sort were often richly carved, particularly in the panels of rooms, chimney-pieces, ceilings, and staircases j and the exteriors displayed a similar love of ornament in the doors and barge-boards, and story corbels. The Great Fire of 1666 spared few specimens of early wood-carving ; but several exist in quarters not reached by the destroyer. Of existing Gothic work may be

  
    CARVINGS IN WOOD. 79 mentioned the decorations of Crosby Hall, much injured, however, by " restoration." The excellently carved stalls in the church of St. Helen, Bishopsgate, and those of the Chapel of Henry VII. at Westminster, are unusually magnificent, and were mostly executed by foreign workmen summoned to England by Henry VII. In the reign of Elizabeth, not only the houses of the nobility were decorated, but furniture made of British woods was richly carved : the late Mr. Cottingham, F.S.A., assembled many unique specimens of this period, which were dispersed in 1851. In the Elizabethan style may also be mentioned : — Two splendid brackets (griffins), dated 1592, supporting the yard entrance at 21, Princes-square, Wilson-street, Finsbuiy. Two house-fronts in Aldersgate-strect. Some boldly carved brackets (1595), at the Old Boar's Head, Gray's-Inn-lane. Panel and trusses over the mantel of the Cock Tavern, Fleet-street (temp. James I.). The room was formerly panelled opposite the fire-place. The sign bird, over the entrance doorway from Fleet-street, is in the manner of Gibbons, and gilt. Brackets (temp. James I.) at the back of the house, 61, Gray's-Inn-lane. There was 6ome fine Elizabethan panelling in the Star Chamber at Westminster, taken down in 1835 ; but restored for the Hon. E. Cust, Leasowe Castle. Brackets, very fine, at the corner of Cloth Fair, Smithfield. House-front, 91, Fenchurch-street. Several house-fronts, rather later, in Whitechapel Market. The Sir Paul Pindar's Head, Bishopsgate-street-without, has a finely carved front, and a carved ceiling in one of the unmodernized rooms. The projecting house-front (now gilt), 17, Fleet-street, opposite Chancery-lane. Mask brackets (temp. James J.), at the front and back of the Old Cheshire Cheese, 48, Hart-street, City; and a spirited grotesque head (same date) within the court of Red- Lion-place, Cock-lane. A fine staircase, attributed to Inigo Jones (probably later), at 96, St. Martin's-lane, Charing Cross. At the White Horse Inn, Church-street, Chelsea, (burnt Dec. 14, 1840,) were four grotesque Elizabethan brackets, carved chimney-pieces ; and a carved frame for the sign, dated 1509. The most celebrated carver after the Great Fire was Grinling Gibbons, who, Walpole tells us, so delicately carved a pot of flowers, that they shook in the room with the motion of coaches passing in the street. Most of the interior carvings of St. Paul's Cathedral were executed by Gibbons, or by Dutch workmen under his superintendence; the cherubs in the choir are in the highest style of the art. One of the best carvers employed by Wren was Philip Wood, who came up a poor lad from Suffolk, and carved as a specimen of his skill a sow and pigs, for which he received ten guineas. According to the Commissioners' Report, between the years 1701 and 1707, Wood was paid large sums of money for carved work in St. Paul's Cathedral. It is not generally known that the pulpit at St. Paul's was designed by Mylne, and executed about sixty years since by one of the finest flower-carvers of the time, named Mowatt, then employed by a relative of Edward Wyatt, the carver and gilder, in Oxford-street. The pulpit is carved in Spanish mahogany and satin-wood ; the foliage is marvellously played with in the volutes. Many of the Halls of the City Companies are decorated with reputed Gibbons's work ; as well as the interiors of most of the churches built by Sir Christopher Wren. St. James's, Piccadilly, has some fine pulpit, altar, and pew carvings; and the churchwardens' pews at Allhallows Barking (with the symbols of the four Evangelists), are amongst the most delicate decorations of their time in the metropolis. The Hall of Heralds' College is also well enriched in the Gibbons style ; and a beautiful specimen of Gibbons's skill in fruit, fish, game, shells, &c. is preserved at the New River House, Clerkenwell. At Canonbury House, Islington, the great chamber contains a quaintly carved oak fireplace, in which are small statues of Mars and Venus draped. The room had originally wood panelling and carved pilasters placed at intervals ; all this, with the exception of two or three pilasters, has disappeared ; the doorway with the busts of the old English gentleman and dame in the quaint costume of the time, is very curious. These doorways generally projected like small screens into these great rooms, and were used as a protection from the cold. Its Roman moulding and enriched frieze-like running ornament throughout the building of the same character as the latter. The ceiling of the room bears the date 1559, probably that year when Sir John Spencer came to reside on the spot. Besides the great chamber, there are several other long rooms full of rich carvings, especially one on the ground-floor, which retains all its original decoration : this was formerly the parlour of the old mansion. The whole of the carving of these old buildings is carefully protected by the noble owner, the present Marquis

  
    80 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. of Northampton : the tenants heing strictly directed in their leases to uphold, maintain, &c, all the several antiquities submitted to their charge. (J. C. Richardson, Architect?) In 1861, there was sold amongst the old materials of No. 108, Cheapside, which stood immediately opposite Bow Church, the " fine old oak panelling of a large diningroom, with chimney piece and cornice to correspond, elaborately carved in fruit and foliage, in excellent preservation, 750 feet superficial." This " oak-clad room," was bought by Mr. Morris Charles Jones, of Gunrog, near Welshpool, in North Wales, for 72£ 10s. 3d., including commission and expenses of removal, being about 1*. Sd. per foot superficial. It has been conveyed from Cheapside to Gunrog. This room was the principal apartment of the house of Sir Edward Waldo, and stated, in a pamphlet by Mr. Jones, " to have been visited by six reigning sovereigns, from Charles II. to George III., on the occasion of civic festivities and for the purpose of witnessing the Lord Mayor's Show." (See Mr. Jones's pamphlet, privately printed, 1864.) A contemporary (the Guilder) doubts whether this room can be the work of Gibbons ; " if so, it is a rare treasure, cheaply gained. But except in St. Paul's, a crown and ecclesiastical structure, be it remembered — not a corporate one — there is not a single certain example of Gibbons's art to be seen in the City of London proper." About the same year that Gibbons died, Nicholas Collet was born. This clever carver lived until 1804. He executed the carving of Queen Anne's state-carriage, and it is probable that to him we are indebted for the best of the decorated doors in Ormond-street, Queen-square. William Collins, the inseparable companion of Gainsborough the painter, was an excellent modeller and carver. Smith, in his London Antiquities, says — " Samuel Monette, a native of Paris, now living in London, claims the highest encomiums I can possibly bestow : his art is principally confined to flowers, and when I say that Grinling Gibbons was a mouse to him, I shall not utter too much ; his carvings in wood are so light and playful, that they may be blown away." This artist designed the pulpits of St. Paul's Cathedral, St. Paul's, Covent-garden, St. Margaret's Westminster, &c. Smith also speaks well of the carving of Burns, famous for carving wheat-sheafs; one of these wheat-sheafs still remains in a shop in the West Strand, not far from the Electric Telegraph Station.— Builder, 1854. Gog and Magog, the giants in Guildhall, which are masterly examples of carving, are of wood and hollow : they are composed of pieces of fir, and are said to be the production of a ship-carver. It is also reported that they were presented to the City by the Stationers' Company, which, if true, might have given rise to the common report of their being made of paper. London once abounded in richly-carved doorways and over-doors of the 17th and 18th centuries : there were good examples in Great Ormond-street ; in Shire-lane, Temple Bar, where Gibbons once lived ; in Cavendish-square, especially at No. 33 ; the entrance to Langbourn Chambers, Fenchurch-street ; and some old mansions in Mark-lane ; there was formerly a very fine one over the door of .the Ship Tavern, Water-lane. State Coaches present fine carving. Such are the Lord Mayor's Coach, kept at the Green Yard, Whitecross-street ; the Queen's Coach, at the Royal Mews, Pimlico ; and the Speaker's Coach, Prince's-street, Westminster. In private collections, some magnificent specimens of early carving are preserved : such were the Italian bedstead-pillars of the 16th century, and the bas-relief after Rubens, in the Earl of Cadogan's collection; and the collection, dating from the 15th to the 18th centuries, the property of G. Field, Esq., of Lister House, Clapham. Carving received considerable check from the introduction of stucco in the reign of George II. ; but the art has received a fresh impetus in the present century. Some fine church carving was executed in 1839-42 for the Temple Church ; and in 1847-8 for the choir of Westminster Abbey, then refitted with canopied stalls, organ-case, screen, &c, by Messrs. Ruddle, of Peterborough. The church of St. Mary-at-Hill, Billingsgate, was redecorated in 1849-50, by W. Gibbs Rogers : the pulpit alone cost upwards of 6001. ; the stairs have an elaborate string-course, and all the banisters are on the rake ; the bosses and flowers of the sounding-board exceed a foot in projection : the organ-gallery front has flowers festooned with musical instruments, and the pretty conceit of a crab crawling over a violin. Mr. Rogers has also carved, from a design

  
    CEMETERIES. 81 suggested by the Queen, a boxwood cradle in rich Italian style, most delicately finished, and first used for the infant Prince Arthur, born 1850 : it is cleverly engraved and described in the Art Journal for August 1850. St. Michael's Church, Cornhill, has also been redecorated by Mr. Rogers, with carvings of elaborate detail, which will be described hereafter, from the carver's pamphlet. The interior enrichments of the New Palace at Westminster present some fine specimens of contemporary carving. Much of the work has, however, been executed by machinery, and finished by hand. The new Hall of Lincoln's Inn has also some fine new work. The great depository for old carvings is Wardour -street, Oxford-street, where the dealers mostly keep shop : much discrimination is requisite in making purchases. CEMETERIES, OR public burial-grounds, planted and laid out as gardens around the metropolis, are a novelty of our times; although they were suggested just after the Great Fire of 1666, when Evelyn regretted that advantage had not been taken of that calamity to rid the City of its burial-places, and establish a necropolis without the walls. He deplores that " the churchyards had not been banished to the north walls of the City, where a grated inclosure, of competent breadth, for a mile in length, might have served for an universal cemetery to all the parishes, distinguished by the like separations, and with ample walks of trees; the walks adorned with monuments, inscriptions, and titles, apt for contemplation and memory of the defunct, and that wise and excellent law of the Twelve Tables restored and renewed." The several Cemeteries in the suburbs are the property of Joint-Stock Companies. From the costliness of interment in them, they at first but little abated the evil of intramural burial, as stated in the Report of the Board of Health in 1850. By the Metropolitan Interment Act, passed in the above year, the evil has been abolished, and Cemeteries provided for the several metropolitan parishes. Kexsal Green Cemeteey was the first established. It lies upon high ground, left of the Harrow Road and the hamlet of Kensal Green, about two miles from Paddington Green. It is divided into two grounds : the westernmost consecrated Nov. 2, 1832 ; the smaller ground being for the interment of persons whose friends desire a funeral service differing from that of the Church of England. The same distinction is observed in each of the Cemeteries ; and each is planted and laid out in walks, parterres, and borders of flowers, and other styles of landscape-gardening. A register is kept of interments for both portions of the grounds, and a duplicate is lodged with the registrars of parishes in the diocese. Each Company has its scale of charges for interment in catacomb, vault, or grave. Within three years from the opening of the Kensal-Green Cemetery, there took place in it about 1000 interments. Each ground has its chapel and colonnades ; in the latter are placed mural tablets, and beneath are vaults or catacombs. The memorials in this Cemetery are very numerous : altar- tombs, " monumental urns," sarcophagi, and the broken column ; capacious tomb-houses, encompassed with flower-beds or overhung with funereal trees; pillars, bearing urns; weeping and praying figures, medallion portraits, and groups of insignia are most frequent ; though emblems are borrowed alike from the Pagan temple and the Christian church. The cross, in its picturesque varieties, and the plain but massive slab, are side by side. Among the most conspicuous is, at the entrance, a monument to Madame Soyer, by a Belgian sculptor ; the pedestal and a colossal figure of Faith are upwards of twenty feet in height. The tombs of St. John Long, the " counter-irritation " surgeon ; of Morison, the " hygeist ;" and of Ducrow, the equestrian ; are also prominent : the latter left a sum of money for flowers, shrubs, and repairs. The memorial to Thomas Hood, the popular humorist, with sculptures from his poems, is in better taste. Here is interred the Duke of Sussex, according to especial directions left by that prince : his grave, near the chapel, is covered by an immense granite tomb ; and near it rest the remains of the Princess Sophia, his sister, beneath a handsome sarcophagus tomb of Sicilian marble G

  
    82 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. erected in 1850, by subscription of Queen Victoria, the King of Hanover, Adolphus Duke of Cambridge, and the Duchess of Gloucester. Beyond Kensal Green, is a large Cemetery for Roman Catholics : here is interred Cardinal Wiseman. The South Metropolitan and Norwood Cemetery was consecrated Dec. 6, 1837 : the chapels, by Tite, in the pointed style, are very beautiful ; and the grounds are hilly, and picturesquely planted. Higjigate and Kentish Town Cemetert, consecrated May 20, 1839, lies immediately below Highgate Church. It has a Tudor gate-house and chapel, and catacombs of Egyptian architecture ; the ground is laid out in terraces, tastefully planted ; and the distant view of the overgrown Metropolis, from among the tombs, is suggestive to a meditative mind. Abney Park Cemetery and Arboretum, lying eastward, at Stoke-Newington, was opened by the Lord Mayor, May 20, 1840. It was formed from the Park of Sir Thomas Abney, the friend of Dr. Isaac Watts, to mark whose thirty-six years' residence here a statue of the Doctor, by Baily, R.A., was erected in 1845. The Abney mansion was taken down in 1844 ; many of the fine old trees remain. Westminster and West of London Cemetery, Earl's Com-t, Fulham-road, was consecrated June 15, 1840; it has a domed chapel, with semi-circular colonnades of imposing design. In the grounds is a large altar-tomb, with athlete figures, modelled by Baily, and erected by subscription, to Jackson the pugilist. Nunhead Cemetery, Peckham, was consecrated July 29, 1840. The City op London and Tower Hamlets Cemetery, lies at the extremity of Mile-End Boad, north of Bow Common ; and Victoria Park Cemetery, about eleven acres, at Bethnal Green, north of the Eastern Counties Railway. There are also large Cemeteries for Marylebone and Paddington ; Islington and St. Pancras. A few suburban churchyards are planted similarly to the Cemeteries ; as that of St. John's Wood Chapel, where are buried Joanna Southcot ; Richard Brothers " the prophet ;" and John Jackson, R.A., the portrait-painter. The churchyard of St. Giles'sin-the-Fields, Lower Pancras Road, consecrated so long ago as 1804, has many flowery graves : here is the handsome tomb of Sir John Soane, overhung with cypresses. The burying-ground of St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, Pratt-street, Camden Town, is also planted : here lies Charles Dibdin, the song- writer. The burial-grounds for Jews are mostly laid out and planted in the cemetery manner. Formerly their burial-place was outside the City Wall, at Leyrestowe, " without Cripplegate." CHANCER Y-LANE " A CQTJIRED its ominous name about the time of Richard I. There is extant Lx. a deed, by which Longchamp, Bishop of Ely, devised certain messuages in the Chancellor's-lane, heretofore the New-street." — (Archcaological Journal, No. 12, p. 375.) This is the greatest " legal thoroughfare" in London, and extends from Fleet-street, opposite Inner Temple Gate, to Holborn, nearly opposite Gray's Inn. In Edward I.'s time it was so foul and miry as to be barred up, to prevent accidents. Entering by Fleet-street, on the left were until lately some half-timbered houses, with projecting windows, overhanging stories, and gabled fronts. Izaak Walton kept a draper's shop at the second house on the left, taken down when that end of the lane was widened; he subsequently removed, according to Sir Harris Nicolas's Life of Walton, five doors higher up in the lane. Opposite is Serjeants' Inn, rebuilt by Sir Robert Smirke in 1838 ; but the old Hall remains. Higher up, on the west, is the Law Institution, with a noble Grecian- Ionic portico, built of stone by Vulliamy, in 1842 ; it contains a library and club accommodation for the legal profession. In this ancient thoroughfare have been built several edifices of ornamental character, including the large premises for the Union Bank, at the cost of 30,000£. The Bishop of Chichester formerly had a palace in Chancery-lane, where are still

  
    CHARING CROSS. Chichester Rents and Symonds Inn ; the latter, to this day, owned hy the see. The large old house, with low-built shops before it, and between Bream's Buildings and Cursitor-street, is said to have been the Bishop's palace. Nearly opposite is the redbrick gatehouse of Lincoln's Inn ; a Tudor arch betweeu two massive towers, built by Sir Thomas Lovell, 1518, and bearing his arms. The Survey of Aggas, in 1560, shows Chancery-lane with only a few houses at the end, the intervening road flanked with gardens; and there is no reason to doubt Aubrey's statement that young Ben Jonson worked with his father-in-law, a bricklayer, in building the garden-wall of Lincoln's Inn, when, as Fuller says, " having a trowel in his hand, he had a book in his pocket." The stone buildings at the northern end of the lane are the Accountant- General's and Inrolment Offices. Opposite, upon the site of Southampton Buildings, was Southampton House, inherited by the ill-fated William, Lord Russell, by his marriage with the daughter of Thomas, last Earl of Southampton. " It was in passing this house, the scene of his domestic happiness, on his way to the scaffold in Lincoln' s-lnn- fields, that the fortitude of the martyr for a moment forsook him (W. Lord Russell) ; but over-mastering his emotion, he said ' The bitterness of death is now past.' It is from this house that some of Lady Rachel Russell's celebrated letters are dated. A former entrance to the chapel of Southampton House appears to correspond with the moulding of the flat timbered roof, which is of the time of Henry VII. This part of the edifice retains its original proportions, except that its height is divided by a modern floor. Its length is about 40 feet by about 20. Other portions of Southampton House have been incorporated with the surrounding dwellings, one of which contains a beautiful Elizabethan staircase. Old mouldings and panelling appear likewise in 47, Southampton Buildings, which house seems to have been constructed upon a portion of the ancient mansion." — J. Wykeham Archer. CHARING CROSS. THE large area at the meeting of the Strand, Whitehall, and Cockspur-street, with Trafalgar-square on the north, is named from the Village of Cherringe, near Westminster, and seems to have been the border or neutral ground between the City and the King's western palace. Tradition traces it to the stone cross erected there, to Eleanor, the Chere Reine of Edward I. ; but this tradition is fanciful. In the narrative of the quarrel between the merchants of London and Northampton, in the IAber de Antiquis Legibus, the following passage occurs : — " Quibus Uteris impetratis, ecce ! rumores quod predicti p'sones fuerunt apud Cherringe juxta Westmonasterium ubi Maior et Ballivi Norehamptone illos adduxerunt." This was in 1260, and Queen Eleanor (the Chere Reine in question) died in 1291. But, the association is of older date, for in King Edward I., Neale's Works, edited by Dyce, we read :— " Erect a rich and stately carved cross Whereon her statue shall with glory shine, And henceforth see you call it Chariug Cross ; For why ? the chariest and the choicest queen, That ever did delight my royal eyes There dwells in darkness." This was the last spot at which the Queen's body rested on its way to Westminster for burial. Mr. Hudson Turner, in Manners and Household Expenses of England in the \3t7i and 15th Centuries, gives some curious particulars of the nine Eleanor Crosses, of which two were those at Charing and Cheap. Charing Cross was built of Caen stone, and Dorset marble steps, by Richard and Roger de Crundale; it was highly decorated, and had paintings and metal figures, gilt; besides Eleanor and others, sculptured in Caen stone by Alexander of Abingdon, and modelled by Torel, a goldsmith, probably an Italian. It has been much discussed whether this and the other Eleanor Crosses were erected by Edward I. as memorials of his " conjugal affection," or by him as one of the executors of the Queen ; but, surely, " the very last thing that a husband who desired to express his own affection for the deceased wife would do would be to appear, not in his proper person, but as one of her legal representatives." — (Athen&um.) That the Crosses were raised by command of the King is founded on the authority of Walsingham and his predecessors, handed down by Sandford and others to the present day : see Mr. Abel's paper upon the Inquiry. The Cross appears in the Sutherland View, 1543, with only a few houses near it, and St. Martin's Church literally " in the fields." A century later, puritanical bigotry was at its full height ; and April 23, 1643, " by order of the Commission or Committee Q 2

  
    84 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. appointed by the House, the sign of a tavern, The Golden Cross, at Charing Cross, was taken down as superstitious and idolatrous." Next followed the Cross itself, it being pulled down in June, July, and August 1647, and knife-hafts made of some of the stone, or marble. Then the wits had their gibe : "Undone, undone, the lawyers are, — They wander about the towne, Nor can find the way to Westminster, Now Charing Cross is downe. At the end of the Strand they make a stand, Swearing they are at a loss, And chaffing say, That's not the way, They must go by Charing Cross. The Downfalle of Charing Cross. Next, regicides were executed " at the said place, where Charing Cross stood." In 1674, was placed here the noble equestrian statue of Charles I., by Le Soeur, which had been cast in 1633, but long lay concealed. A memorandum in the State-Paper Office points to the statue having been originally ordered of Le Sceur by Lord Treasurer Weston, afterwards Earl of Portland, to be set up in his gardens at Roehampton. The stone pedestal, long attributed to Gibbons, is proved by written evidence to be the work of Joshua Marshall, master-mason to the Crown. Where the Post-office at Charing Cross now stands, there was once a hermitage, within which the patent rolls of the 47th Henry III. grant permission to William de Kadnor, Bishop of Llandaff, to lodge with all his retainers, whenever he came to London. Opposite this stood the ancient Hospital of St. Mary Roncevalles, founded by William Marechal, Earl of Pembroke. It was suppressed by Henry V. as an alien priory, restored by Edward IV., and finally suppressed by Edward VI., who granted it to Sir Thomas Carwarden, to be held in free soccage of the honour of Westminster. Canalletto painted for his patron, Algernon Sidney, Baron Percy, created in 1749 Earl of Northumberland, a view of Northumberland-house and Charing Cross ; the picture is now in that mansion ; it was painted about 1746 ,and shows the houses of the street-lines, with their signs, among which is prominent the Golden Cross. Charing Cross was a favourite pitch for Punch, or Punchinello, as he is termed in sundry entries in the Overseers' books of St. Martin's- in-the-Fields, dated 1666, March 29, which Mr. Cunningham states to be the earliest mention of Punch in England. It was at the Rummer Tavern, Charing Cross, that Matthew Prior was brought up by his uncle, the landlord, who had him educated at Westminister School. The Swan, at Charing Cross, was a favourite tavern of Ben Jonson. Proclamations were read here : hence Swift, " Where all that passes inter nos, May be proclaimed at Charing-cross," ■ — a popular saying in our day. Edmund Curll, the notorious bookseller, stood here in the pillory. Sir Harry Vane, the younger, had bis residence next to Northumberland House. Isaac Barrow, the divine, died in mean lodgings over the saddler's long shop at Charing Cross, which lasted till our time. Rhodes, the bookseller, hung out his sign of the Ship in the same locality. Here, according to Pyne, William Hogarth stood at a window of the old Golden Cross making sketches of the heralds and the sergeant trumpeter's band, and the yeoman guard, who rendezvoused at Charing Cross, purposing to make a picture of the ceremony of proclaiming the new King, George III. On June 21, 1837, Queen Victoria was proclaimed herein fitting state : the High Constable and High Bailiff of Westminster, Knight-marshalmen, drums and trumpets, sergeants- at- arms, pursuivants, heralds, and other authorities, in official costume, standing within a cordon of Life Guards, round the statue, and the Somerset Herald reading aloud the proclamation. " I talked," says Boswell, " of the cheerfulness of Fleet-street, owing to the quick succession of people which we perceive passing through it." Johnson — " Why, Sir, Fleet-street has a very animated appearance, but I think the full tide of human existence is at Charing Cross." (Boswell, Croker's ed., p. 433). The changes at Charing Cross within the last forty years have been very striking. We well remember the paved area about St. Martin's Church, with the surrounding labyrinth of courts, and alleys, and lanes, which the gallants of Elizabeth

  
    CHARTERHOUSE. 85 or James's time, who had cruised in search of Spanish galleons, wittily named " the Bermudas." " Here the valorous Captain Bobadil must have lived in Barmecidal splendour, and have taught his dupes the true conduct of the weapon. Justice Overdo mentions the Bermudas with a righteous indignation. ' Look,' says that great legal functionary, ' into any angle of the town, the Streights or the Bermudas, where the quarrelling lesson is read, and how do they entertain the time but with bottled ale and tobacco ? At a subsequent period the cluster of avenues exchanged the title of Bermuda* for that of the C'ribbee Islands, the learned possessors corrupting the name into a happy allusion to the arts cultivated there. Gay, writing in 1715, describes the small streets branching from Charing Cross as resounding with the shoeblacks' cry, ' Clean your honour's shoes ?' Porridge Island was the cant name for a paved alley near St. Martin's Church, which derived its name from being full of cookshops. A writer in The World (1753) describes a man like Beau Tibbs, who had his dinner in a pewter-plate from a cookshop in Porridge Island, and with only 100Z. a year was foolish enough to wear a laced suit, go every evening in a chair to a rout, and return to his bedroom on foot, shivering and supperless, vain enough to glory in having rubbed elbows with the quality of Brentford." — Pictures of the Period. In the improvements, commenced in 1829, was swept away the lower part of St. Martin's-lane. Westward disappeared Duke's-court, where lived Roger Payne, the celebrated bookbinder, whose chef-d'oeuvre, iEschylus, in Lord Spencer's library, cost fifteen guineas binding. Then, at the Mews'-gate, lived honest Tom Payne, the bookseller, whose little shop in the shape of L was named the Literary Coffee-house, from its knot of literary frequenters. CHAR TERHO USE. NOT far from Smithfield, once the town-green of the City of London, the chivalrous Sir Walter Manny, Lord of the town of Manny, in the diocese of Cambray, and Knight of the Garter in the reign of Edward III., founded in 1371 a monastery of Carthusian monks. The site (now Charterhouse-square) was in part a lonely field, bearing the name of " No Man's Land." Ralph Stratford bought it as a place of burial for the victims of the pestilence of 13 i9, "where was buried in one year," says Camden, " no less than sixty thousand of the better sort of people." Thirteen acres of adjoining ground, bought at about the same time of St Bartholomew's Spittle, and called the Spittle Croft, had also been enclosed and consecrated. The monastery was devoted to the use of the Carthusian monks, whose name of Chartreuse time has corrupted into Charterhouse. It was the third Carthusian monastery instituted in this country, and its title and address was — " The House of the Salutation of the Mother of God, without the Bars of West Smithfield, near London." The last prior was executed at Tyburn, May 4, 1535 — his head set on London Bridge ; and one of his limbs over the gateway of his own convent — the same gateway, it is said, which is still the entrance from Charterhouse-square. The priory, thus sternly dissolved, was first set apart by King Henry VIII. as a place of deposit for his " hales and tents " — i.e., " his nets and pavilions." It was afterwards given by the King to Sir Thomas Audley, Lord Chancellor, by whom it was sold to Sir Thomas North, Baron North of Kirtling. Lord North subsequently parted with it to John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland, on whose execution and attainder in 1553 it reverted to Lord North by a grant from the Crown. In 1565, by deeds, and in consideration of the sum of 2820/., Roger, second Lord North, sold it to Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, on whose execution and attainder in 1572 it again reverted to the Crown. Queen Elizabeth subsequently granted it to the Duke's second son, Thomas, afterwards Earl of Suffolk, founder of Audley End, in Essex, and father of Frances, Countess of Essex and Somerset, the infamous heroine of " the great Oyer of Poisoning," in the reign of James I. On May 9, 1611, the property was sold by Lord Suffolk to Thomas Sutton, of Camps Castle, in the county of Cambridge, for 13,000/. His wealth was great : he had discovered rich veins of coal near Newcastle-on-Tyne, which he worked so profitably as to be reputed worth the then vast sum of 50,000/. He added greatly to his fortune by marriage ; and in privateering service he captured a Spanish vessel with a cargo valued at 20,000/. On June 22, follows his purchase of Charterhouse ; Sutton endowed it as a charity by the name of " the Hospital of King James," " for poor brethren and scholars." Sutton died almost an octogenarian in the same year, Dec. 12th, before his good work was complete, and was buried in the chapel of the Hospital, beneath a

  
    86 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. sumptuous monument, the work of Stone and Jansen. On opening the vault, in 1842, the body of the founder was discovered " lapt in lead," like an Egyptian mummy-case. Sutton has been charged with avarice in acquiring the money he bequeathed, and has been pointed out as the original of Volpone, the Fox ; but this Gilford disproves. In the chapel, Burrell, the preacher to the Hospital, paid the first tribute of praise to the memory of Sutton in a sermon, printed in 1629, but now as rare as a manuscript. The buildings and grounds of Charterhouse occupy about thirteen acres of land. Entering by the gate over which one of the quarters of the last prior of the monastery was placed, on the right is part of the " fair dwelling " erected about 1537 ; the Middle or Monitors' Court is of about the same date, though the Long Gallery is reduced by half; the Washhouse Court is one of the few remaining portions of the monastery. The Preacher's Court contains the chapel, which, from a plan, date about 1500, seems to be identified with the monastery chapel. In some repairs in 18 12 an ancient ambrie was discovered towards the south corner of the east wall. The Chapel contains several fine monuments, besides that of Sutton. The Ante-Chapel, which, like the Evidence Room above it, has a groined roof, bears the date 1512. The Great Chamber, or Old Governors' Room, was either built or decorated by Thomas, fourth Duke of Norfolk, between 1565 and 1571 : it was restored in 1838, and is now the most perfect Elizabethan apartment in London. It has a chimney-piece of wood, a centre and two wings, in two stories, Tuscan and Ionic, reaching to the ceiling, decorated with escutcheons of the House of Norfolk. In this room Queen Elizabeth and James I. kept their court on their visits here. And here, on Founder's Day, is delivered the Annual Oration : the walls are richly painted, and hung with six pieces of tapestry. The Great Hall has a screen, music-gallery, sculptured chimney-piece, and lantern in the roof: here hangs a noble portrait of Sutton, and here is celebrated " the Founder's Day," Dec. 12, when the Carthusians dine together by subscription. At the Poor Brothers' celebration was formerly sung the old Carthusian melody, with this chorus : — "Then blessed be the memory Of good old Thomas Sutton, "Who gave us lodging — learning, And he gave us beef and mutton." In the Upper Hall the foundation scholars dine daily; and, in another Hall, the Master, the Preacher, and other officers. This " triple good," as Bacon calls it — this " masterpiece of Protestant English charity," as it is called by Fuller, — was also " the greatest gift in England, either in Protestant or Catholic times, ever bestowed by any individual." It is under the direction of the Queen, fifteen Governors selected from the great officers of state ; and the Master of the Hospital, whose income is 800?. a year, besides a capital residence within the walls. The value of the estates bequeathed by Sutton has increased tenfold ; yet the gross rental, which was, in the year 1691, 5391?., is stated to average less than 21,000?. Upon the foundation are maintained eighty pensioners, or poor brothers, whom the Governors nominate in rotation ; they live together in collegiate style, provided with apartments, and all necessaries, except apparel, in lieu of which they are allowed 14?. a year and a gown each. Next are the scholars, in two divisions— the foundation, or gown boys, and the boarders received by the masters ; the former are fed and clothed at the expense of the Hospital ; the latter by their friends. The foundation scholars also enjoy the right of election to exhibitions of from 80?. to 100?. a year, at either university, besides the preference over the scholars of presentation to valuable church preferments in the gift of the Governors. The sum of 40?. was formerly paid with every boy, either to advance him in college, or as an apprenticefee in trade ; but no youth has been apprenticed from the school since John Philip Ivemble was bound to his uncle, the comedian, to learn the histrionic art. The total number of scholars does not exceed 200 ; formerly the number was 480, when boarding-houses were allowed in the neighbourhood ; now the scholars are only allowed to reside within the walls. The present school-house is a modern brick building (1803), on a mound in the playground ; the large central door is surrounded by stones bearing the names of former

  
    CHARTERHOUSE. 87 Head Masters, and the names of the boys as they leave the school. The internal economy of the establishment is vested in the Master ; the manciple, or house-steward, provides the diet of the Hospital, for which he has " to pay in ready money." Charterhouse is more healthily placed than any other public school in the metropolis. John Wesley imputed his after health and long life to his strict obedience to his father's injunction — that he should run round the Charterhouse playing-green three times every morning. There are two play-greens — for the " Uppers" and " Unders ;" and by the wall of the ancient monastery is a gravel-walk upon the site of a range of cloisters. The Master has his flower-garden, with its fountain ; there are courts for tennis, a favourite game with Carthusians ; a wilderness of fine trees, intersected by grass and gravel walks; the cloisters, where football and hockey are played; the old school, its ceiling charged with armorial shields ; the great kitchen, probably the banqueting-hall of the old priory ; the chapel ; and lastly, the burial-ground for the poor brethren. There are besides solitary courts, remains of cloisters and cells, and old doorways and window-cases, which assert the antiquity of the place ; and the Governors have wisely extended the great object of the founder by the grant of a piece of ground, where a church and schools for the poorer classes have been built. There are three schoolrooms : one very large, and two smaller, for French and study. The system of education includes Greek and Latin and mathematics ; modern history, geography, natural science ; the French and German languages ; and singing, fencing, and drilling classes. The foundation scholarships are competed for annually. There are other prizes, including the Havelock Exhibition, founded in I860, in honour of General Sir Henry Havelock, who was a Carthusian. Oliver Cromwell was elected Governor in 1652, and was succeeded by his son Richard, in 1658. The most eminent Master of the house was Dr. Thomas Burnet, author of The Sacred Theory of the Earth ; and the most eminent Schoolmaster, the Rev. Andrew Tooke, author of the Pantheon. Upon the register of pupils are many illustrious names, including Crawshay, the poet ; Isaac Barrow, the divine and mathematician ; Sir William Blackstone, author of the Commentaries ; Joseph Addison, and Richard Steele, both here together; John Wesley, the founder of the Wesleyans ; Lord Chief- Justice Ellenborough (buried in the Chapel) ; the Prime Minister, Lord Liverpool ; Bishop Monk ; Baron Alderson ; and General Sir H. Havelock — " Old Phlos," he was called in the school : he is described to have been then a gentle and thoughtful lad, who used to stand looking on while others played, and whose general meditative manner procured for him the name of " Philosopher," and occasionally " Old Philos ;" W. M. Thackeray, the novelist ; and John Leech, the celebrated artist; Sir C. L. Eastlake, President of the Royal Academy ; the two eminent historians of Greece, Bishop Thirlwall and Mr. George Grote, were both scholars together in the same form, under Dr. Raine. Among the Poor Brethren were Elkanah Settle, the rival and antagonist of Dryden; John Bagford,the antiquary, originally a shoemaker in Turnstile ; Isaac de Groot, nephew of Hugo Grotius ; and Alexander Macbean, who assisted Dr. Johnson in his Dictionary. In the Master's Lodge are several excellent portraits : the Founder, engraved by Vertue; Isaac Walton's good old Bishop Morley; Charles II.; Villiers, Duke of Buckingham ; the Duke of Monmouth ; Lord Chancellor Shaftesbury ; William, Earl of Craven ; Archbishop Sheldon ; Lord Chancellor Somers ; and one of Kneller's finest works, the portrait of Dr. Thomas Burnet. ■ Dr. Burnet, elected Master in 1665, died here in 1715, and was buried in the chapel of the institution. Soon after Burnet's election, James II. addressed a letter to the Governors, ordering them to admit one Andrew Popham as pensioner into the Hospital upon the first vacancy, without tendering to him any oath, or requiring of him any subscription or recognition in conformity with Church of England doctrine, the King dispensing with any statute or order of the Hospital to the contrary. Burnet, as junior Governor, was called upon to vote first, when he maintained that by express Act of Parliament, 3 Car. I., no officer could be admitted into that Hospital without taking the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. An attempt was made, but without effect, to overrule this opinion. The Duke of Ormond supported Burnet, and on the vote being put, Popham was rejected : and notwithstanding the threats of the King and the Popish Party, no member of the communion was ever admitted into the Charterhouse." The history of this noble foundation has been written by Bearcroft, Hearne, and Smythe; and in 1847 appeared Chronicles of Charterhouse, by a Carthusian, a clever work, with illustrations. Charterhouse is also well described in Staunton's

  
    CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Great Schools of England, 1865, where are thus sketched the saturnalia of the " fags," now abolished : — " In former times there was a curious custom of the School termed ' pulling-in,' by which the lower boys manifested their opinion of the seniors in a rough but very intelligible fashion. One day in the year the fags, like the slaves in Rome, had freedom, and held a kind of saturnalia. On this privileged occasion they used to seize the upper boys one by one and drag them from the playground into the Schoolroom, and accordingly as the victim was popular or the reverse he was either cheered and mildly treated, or was hooted, groaned at, and sometimes soundly cufted. The day selected was Good Friday ; and, although the practice was nominally forbidden, the officials for many years took no measures to prevent it. One ill-omened day, however, when the sport was at the best, ' the Doctor ' was espied approaching the scene of battle. A general se sauve qui pent ensued ; and in the hurry of flight a meek and quiet lad (the Hon. Mr. Howard), who happened to be seated on some steps, was crushed so dreadfully that, to the grief of the whole school, he shortly after died. ' Pulling-in ' was thenceforth sternly interdicted." In the head monitor's room is preserved the iron bedstead on which died W. M. Thackeray ; and in the chapel are memorial tablets to Thackeray and Leech, erected by fellow Carthusians. CHEAPSIDE, THE street extending from the Poultry and Bucklersbury to St. Paul's and Newgate-street, was, some three centuries ago, worthily called " the Beauty of London ;" and was famed for its " noted store " of goldsmiths, linendrapers, haberdashers, &c. It is named from the Saxon word Chepe, or market : the name, therefore, is the Market-side. "In 1269, the pillory that stood in Chepe was broken through the negligence of the Bailiffs, and for a long time unrepaired ; wherefore, in the meantime no punishment was inflicted upon the bakers, who made their loaves just as they desired, so much so that each of their loaves was deficient in onethird of the weight that it ought to weigh ; and this lasted for a whole year and mote." — Chronicle of the Mayors and Sheriffs, p. 127. In 1331 the south side only was built upon, and the north side was an open field, where jousts, tournaments, or ridings, were often held. By this road passed many a royal pageant ; as when, in the reign of Edward I., Queen Margaret came from the Tower, "there were two bretassches (wooden towers) in the road of Chepe, from which there were eight outlets discharging wine from above ; the road was covered with cloths-of-gold against her first coming." The Chepe was also the scene of many tragical deaths ; as when, in the reign of Edward II., Stapleton, Bishop of Exeter, who had been proclained a traitor, was met near Saint Paul's Church, dragged from his horse and carried into Chepe, and there he was despoiled, and his head cut off; and one of his esquires, and his warden, were beheaded the same day in Chepe. Stow describes one of the joustings held in the reign of Edward III., Sept. 21, 1331 ; when, "the stone pavement being covered with sand, that the horses might not slide when they strongly set their feet to the ground, the King held a tournament three days together, with the nobility, valiant men of the realm, and other strange knights. And to the end the beholders might with the better ease see the same, there was a wooden scaffold erected across the street, like unto a tower, wherein the Queen Philippa, and many other ladies, richly attired, and assembled from all parts of the realm, did stand to behold the jousts." This frame brake down; after which the King had a stone shed built " for himself, the queen, and other estates, to stand on, and there to behold the joustings and other shows, at their pleasure, by the Church of St. Mary Bow." This shed, or " seldam," was similarly used in after reigns, especially to behold the Great Watches on the eve of St. John Baptist and St. Peter at Midsummer. In 1510, on St. John's Eve, King Henry VIII. came to this place, then called the King's Head in Chepe, in the livery of a yeoman of the guard, with an halbert on his shoulder, and there beholding the watch, departed privily when the watch was done ; " but on St. Peter's night next following, he and the Queen came royally riding to the said place, and there with their nobles beheld the Watch of the City, and returned in the morning." When Bow Church was rebuilt, Wren provided, in place of the shed or sild, a balcony in the tower, immediately over the principal entrance in Cheapside ; and though the age of tournaments had passed away, the Lord Mayor's pageants were long viewed from this balcony. Opposite Bow Church was taken down, in 1861, No. 108, the house built by Sir

  
    CHELSEA. 89 Edward Waldo, after the Great Fire, and subsequently leased to David Barclay, linendraper ; which house was visited by six reigning sovereigns, from Charles II. to George III., on civic festivities, and for witnessing the Lord Mayor's Show ; in this house Sir Edward Waldo was knighted by Charles II. ; and the Lord Mayor, in 1714, was created a baronet by George I. When the house was taken down in 1861, the fine old oak-panelled dining-room, with its elaborate carvings, was purchased entire, and removed to Gunrog, near Welshpool, Montgomeryshire, whose proprietor, Mr. M. C. Jones, has written a description (privately printed) of the panelling, the royal visits, the Barclay family, &c. (See Caevings, p. 80.) Cheapside Cross, which stood facing Wood-street, was the most magnificent (except that of Charing) of the crosses built by Edward I. to his Queen Eleanor, and was (Mr. Hudson Turner states) the work of Alexander of Abingdon. It was " re-edified" by John Hatberly, Mayor, by license procured in 1441 of Henry VI. ; it was regilt in 1522, for the visit of the Emperor Charles V. ; and in 1533 for the coronation of Henry VIII. and Anne Boleyn ; newly burnished at the coronation of Edward VI.; and again newly gilt, 1554, against the arrival of King Philip. After this the Cross was presented by juries as standing " in the highway to the let of carriages ;" but they could not get it removed ; and it was by turns defaced and repaired, and its images stolen and replaced, until May 2, 1643, when it was demolished to the " noyse of trumpets," the workmen being protected by soldiery. Nearly opposite Honey-lane was the Standard, the place of execution ; and between Bucklersbury and the Poultry stood Westcheap, or the Great Conduit, which brought the first supply of sweet water to London, from Paddington; facing Foster-lane stood the Little Conduit. Westward of the site of the Great Conduit, on the north side, is Mercers' Hall and chapel, rebuilt after the Great Fire of 1666; the original chapel being an hospital purchased at the Dissolution by means of Sir Richard Gresham. Westward, next No. 142, is Saddlers' Hall ; the old street front has been taken down, and replaced by an elegant stone facade. The handsome stone-fronted house, No. 73, built by Sir C. Wren, was, before the erection of the Mansion House (1737), sometimes tenanted by the Lord Mayor, during his year of office : here Mr. Tegg, the publisher, amassed a large fortune ; he restored the house front, which has since been considerably altered. Nearly opposite, between Ironmonger-lane and King-street, is the Atlas Insurance Office, with three enriched fronts, granite basement, and stone superstructure : built in 1839. The house-front, No. 39, has the sign-stone of the noted Nag's Head tavern, which stood at the east end of Friday-street. CHELSEA, A LARGE and populous parish upon the north bank of the Thames: it was a village of three hundred houses in the last century, but now extends from beyond Battersea or Chelsea Bridge almost to Hyde Park Corner. It lies about fifteen feet above the river ; and, according to Norden, is named from its strand, " like the chesel (ceosel or cesel) which the sea casteth up of sand and pebble-stones, thereof called Cheselsey, briefly Chelsey, as is Chelsey (Selsey) in Sussex." In a Saxon charter, however, it is written Cealchylle ; in Domesday, Cerechede and Chalced ; and Sir Thomas More wrote it Chelehith, though it began to be written Chelsey in the sixteenth century. The Rev. J. Blunt derives the name from Cealc, chalk, and Hyd, or Hythe, a harbour, adding that this Hythe was used for landing chalk, and so had given a name to the place. It was at Chelsea that two important councils were held under OfFa, King of Mercia. Among the possessors of the manor were Sir Reginald Bray (temp. Henry VII.) ; it was given by Henry VIII. to Katherine Parr as a portion of her marriage settlement ; here she lived with her second husband, Thomas Seymour, the Lord Admiral, afterwards beheaded ; and here, in the same house with them, lived Queen Elizabeth, when a girl of thirteen. The manor was bought of Lord Cheyne by Sir Hans Sloane in 1712, from whom it passed by marriage and bequest to Baron Cadogan of Oakley, in whose family the property remains : hence the names of Cheyne Walk, Cadogan and Hans Places, and Sloane and Oakley Streets.

  
    cb 90 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. At Chelsea lived Sir Thomas More, in a mansion at the north end of Beaufort-row, with gardens extending to the Thames. Here More was visited by Henry VIII., who, " after dinner, in a fair garden of his, walked with him by the space of an hour, holding his arm about his neck ;" and used to ascend with him to the house-top to observe the stars and discourse of astronomy. A more illustrious visitor was Erasmus, who describes the house as " a practical school of the Christian religion." Holbein worked here for near three years, upon portraits of the Chancellor, his relations, and friends. More also hired a house for aged people in Chelsea, whom he daily relieved. His own establishment was large : Erasmus says, " there he converseth with his wife, his son, his daughters-in-law, his three granddaughters with their husbands, with eleven great-grandchildren." More resigned the Great Seal in 1533, and retired to Chelsea for study and devotion; but dismissed his retinue, and gave his barge to his successor in the Chancellorship. More's mansion was purchased by Sir Hans Sloane, and taken down in 1740. Sloane dwelt in the New Manor-House, nearly opposite the site of the present Pier. The grounds of More's house were extensive, and the porter's lodge hecame the Clockhouse and Herb-distillery, in the King's-road. After the death of Katherine Parr the Duke of Somerset obtained a grant of the manor and palace of Marlborough, which had formed part of the Queen's dower. On the attainder and death of Somerset, it was granted by the young King (Edward VI.) to the heir of Northumberland, and after his attainder and death, to John Caryll, who sold it to James Basset; yet, in the Herald's order for the funeral of Anne of Cleves, who died at Chelsea, July, 1557, the manor is described as Crown property. Elizabeth, in the second year of her reign, granted it to the widowed Duchess of Somerset, who lived there. The Lords Cheyne then became Lords of the Manor, whence the ground on which stood the Queen's palace and the palace of the Bishop of Winchester, from Morley in 1633 to North in 1820. Further west, near the river side, was the Chelsea China Manufactory. Lady Llanover, in her piquant notes to the Autobiography, <^c. of Mrs. Delany, thus notices Blacklands in the Marlborough-road, Chelsea, formerly called Blacklands-lane. " Bowiick, in his Antiquities of Middlesex (1700), says : — William Lord Cheyne, Viscount Newhaven in Scotland, has two good seats in Chelsea. The first is the mansion-house, where Queen Elizabeth was nursed, east end of the town, near the Thames. The other some distance north of the town, called Blacklands House, both (1705) let to French boarding-schools." It adjoins the old manor-house at Chelsea, which forms part of the premises of Messrs. Scott and Cuthbertson (paper manufacturers), called AVhitelands. Blacklands has still a good garden and old iron gates ; and the centre of the house is evidently part of the original structure. The beautiful Duchess of Mazarin (niece of tbe Cardinal) died in difficulties, in 1699, in a small house which she rented of Lord Cheyne. Lysons had heard that it was usual for the nobility and others who dined at her house to leave money under their plates to pay for their entertainment ; she appears to have been in arrears for the parish-rates, during the whole time of her residence at Chelsea. Here too was Lindsey House, the residence of the Berties, Earls of Lindsey, now the site of Lindsey-row ; Danvers House, where lived Sir John Danvers, the site is now Danvers-street. Here were also Essex House, and Shrewsbury or Alstone House j Laurence-street is named from Sir John Laurence (temp. Charles I.) and his descendants. In Chcyne-walk was the Museum and Coffee-house of Don Saltero, renowned in the swimming exploits of Dr. Franklin. The landlord, James Salter, was a noted barber, who made a collection of natural curiosities which acquired him the name (probably first given him by Steele) of Don Saltero. (See Tatter, Nos. 34, 195, and 226.) The tavern was taken down in 1866, but the Museum was dispersed about 1807. In a large meanly-furnished house in Cheyne-walk, died August 30, 1852, John Camden Ncild, who bequeathed 500,000Z. to Queen Victoria. The old Chelsea Bun-house possessed a sort of rival Museum to Don Saltero's. It was taken down in 1839. Eastward is the Royal Hospital; and on part of its garden was the gay Ranelagh, from 1740 to 1815. Here, too, are the Apothecaries' Company's Gardens ; one of the fine old cedar trees was blown down in 1854. Nearly opposite was the Red House at Battersea, fifty yards west of which Caesar is believed by some antiquaries to have forded the Thames. Chelsea has two churches dedicated to St. Luke. The old river-side church was built in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and has an eastern chapel added by Sir Thomas More. In the chancel is a black marble tablet to More, placed there by himself in 1532, three years before his death : it was restored by Sir John Lawrence about 1644, and by subscription in 1833 : the inscription, in Latin, is by More. Here are also memorials of Jane, wife of the ambitious John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland ; and of Lady Jane Cheyne, by Bernini. In the churchyard is the tomb of Sir Hans Sloane, egg-shaped and entwined with serpents ; also monuments to Philip Miller, the writer on gardening j and Cipriani the painter. St. Luke's new church, between King's-road and Fulhain -road, was built by Savage, in 1820, in the style of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, and has a pinnacled tower 142 feet high.
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    CHELSEA BUNS. 91 Above Battersea Bridge was Cremorne House, formerly the elegant villa of Lord Cremorne, who had here a fine collection of Italian and Flemish pictures; adjoining was the residence of Dr. Benjamin Hoadly (son of the bishop), the author of The Suspicious ^ ' 9 Husband. Cremorne has been converted into a place of public entertainment, for which the grounds are well adapted. Chelsea was once a place of courtly resort : many of the nobility, as well as scholars and philosophers, resided here ; and its noted taverns and public gardens were much frequented in the 17th and 18th centuries. The principal features now are its palaceHospital for soldiers, its Botanic Gardens, its Dutch-like river terrace (Cheyne-walk), mostly brick-built, and fronted by lofty trees ; and its olden church, with a brick tower. In a river-side cottage, beyond the church, upon the road to Cremorne Gardens, J. M. W. Turner, the great landscape-painter, ended his days, having shut up his house in Queen Anne-street. His fondness for Thames scenery was great: he fell sick at Chelsea, at the close of 1851, but was daily wheeled in a chair to the window of his room, that he might look on the calm December sunshine, the river, and its craft. From a sort of gallery upon the house-top the great painter enjoyed the river traffic, and watched those beautiful atmospheric changes which Turner could so ably transfer to canvas. Here, in these cheap Chelsea lodgings, Turner, under the assumed name of " Admiral Booth," \ $, went to his rest, on the 19th of December, 1851. * In the hamlet of Little Chelsea lived Bulstrode Whitelock ; Mr. Pym, member of the Long Parliament ; Bishop Fowler, Sir Richard Steele, Addison, and John Locke ; Lord Shaftesbury, author of the Characteristics, in the house now St. George's additional workhouse ; and here Tobias Smollett retired after his failure in practice at Bath. Dean Swift bad lodgings " a little beyond the church ;" and Sir Bobert Walpole had a house adjoining Gough House ; hence, Walpole-street. The Five Fields, Chelsea, are commemorated by Steele in the Tatler ; and at the Willow Walk, Jerry Abershaw (that other Johnny Armstrong) had his secluded house, in the midst of " cuts," or reservoirs of water. In the King's-road, on the spot where is now the West London Literary and Scientific Institution, the Earl of Peterborough was stopped by highwaymen, in what was then a narrow lane ; and the robbers, being watched by the soldiers on guard at the gate of the Chelsea College, were fired at from behind the hedge. One of the highwaymen was a student in the Temple, named Brown, whom Mr. Vernon, the Secretary of State, in a letter to the Duke of Shrewsbury, says, " a friend of his (Sir John Talbot) knew well ; and his father, losing his estate, Mr. Brown lived by play, sharping, and a little on the highway." Numerous signs at Chelsea have military associations : as " The Snow Shoes," a recollection of Wolfe's glorious campaign; "The General Elliot ;" and " The Duke of York;" and "Nell Gywnne" from association with Chelsea Hospital. Chelsea Water-works were originally constructed in 1724 ; a print of the Works was published by Boydell, in the year 1756. CHELSEA BUNS. CHELSEA has been famed for its Buns since the commencement of the last century. Swift, in his Journal to Stella, 1712, writes : — " Pray are not the fine buns sold here in our town, as the rare Chelsea buns ? I bought one to-day in my walk," &c. They were made and sold at " the Old Original Chelsea Bun-house," in Jews'-row, a one-storied building, with a colonnade projecting over the foot-pavement. It was customary for the Royal Family and the nobility and gentry to visit the Bun-house in the morning. George II., Queen Caroline, and the Princesses frequently honoured the proprietor, Richard Hand, with their company ; as did also George III. and Queen Charlotte; her Majesty presented Mrs. Hand with a silver half-gallon mug, and five guineas in it. On Good Friday morning upwards of 50,000 persons were assembled here, when disturbances often arose among the London mob ; in one day more than 250/. have been taken for buns. The Bun-house was also much frequented by visitors to Ranelagh, after the closing of which the bun-trade declined. Notwithstanding, on Good Friday, April 18, 1839, upwards of 240,000 buns were sold here. Soon after, the Bun-house was sold and pulled down ; and at the same time was dispersed a collection of pictures, models, grotesque figures, and modern antiques, which had for a century added the attractions of a museum to the bun celebrity. Another

  
    92 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. bun-house was built ; but the olden charm of the place had fled. In the Mirror for April 6, 1839, are two views of the old Bun- house, sketched just before its demolition. Here is a glance at the sale of the curiosities : There were two leaden figures of Grenadiers, about three feet high, in the dress of 1745, presenting arms, which sold for U. 10*. An equestrian plaster figure of William Duke of Cumberland, with other plaster casts, 21. 2*. A whole length painting of " Aurengzebe, Emperor of Persia," 41. is. A large old painting, an interior, with the King and Queen seated, and perhaps the baker, &c, 21. 10*. A model of the Bun-house, with painted masquerade figures on two circles, turned round by a bird whilst on its perch in a cage at the back of the model, 19*. A large model in cut paper, called St. Mary Ratcliff Church, sold with its glazed case for 21. 2s. A framed picture, worked by a string, recalled the exploits of the Bottle Conjuror. After the death of Mrs. Hand the business was carried on by her son, an eccentric character, who dealt also largely in butter, which he carried round to his customers in a basket on his head. Upon his death his elder brother came into possession ; he had been an officer in the Stafford Militia, was one of the Poor Knights of Windsor, and not much less eccentric than his brother. It is not known that he left any relations, and his property, it is said, reverted to the Crown. There is a folio-print, engraved in the reign of George II.; under it, "A perspective View of David Loudon's (probably the owner before Hand) Bunn House at Chelsey, who has the honour to serve the Royal Family. 52 by 21 ft." Over the print, in the centre, is the Royal Arms. On each side stands a grenadier, three figures of Freemasons, with Masonic emblems ; and on the left hand is a coat of arms. These arms are reversed, as if copied on the copper immediately from a piece of silver plate. Below them is a motto (not reversed), "For God, my King, and Country." It is not impossible that these were the arms of some respectable family, whose servant David Loudon had been. )4a Chelsea Bun-house has given name to one of Miss Manning's clever novels, published in 1854. CHELSEA HOSPITAL OCCUPIES the site of " Chelsea College," commenced by Dr. Sutcliffe, Dean of ' Exeter, in the reign of James I., but only in part built. Its object was to maintain fellows in holy orders, " to answer all the adversaries of religion," and others to write the history of their own times. It was nicknamed " Controversy College " by Archbishop Laud ; the whole scheme and its originator were mercilessly ridiculed by the wits of the day, and thus failed. It was given by Charles II. to the then newlyestablished Royal Society, who, in 1681-82, sold the property to Sir Stephen Fox for 1300Z., as a site for a Royal Hospital for aged and disabled soldiers, the building of which has been attributed to the influence of Nell Gwynne, which tradition is kept in countenance by the head of Nell Gwynne having been for very many years the sign of a public-house in Grosvenor-row, Pimlico. But more than one entry in Evelyn's Diary proves, that Sir Stephen Fox " had not only the whole managing " of the plan, but was himself " a grand benefactor " to it. He was mainly advised by Evelyn, who arranged the offices, "would needes have a library, and mentioned several bookes." Here are a few other evidences : The idea, it is said, originated with Nelly, and I see no reason to doubt the tradition, supported, as it is, by the known benevolence of her character, her sympathy with the suffering, and the (act that sixty years ago at least Nelly's share in its foundation was recorded beneath her portrait serving as the sign of a public-house adjoining the Hospital. (Lysons.) The sign remains, but not the inscription ; yet the tradition is still rife in Chelsea, and is not soon likely to die out. Ormonds, and Granbys, and Admiral Vernons disappear, but Nelly remains, and long may she swing with her favourite lamb in the row or street commemorated for ever in the Chelsea Pensioners of Wilkie — ( Peter Cunningham's Story of Nell Gwynne, 1852, p. 146.) Nell's residence at Sandy End is doubted; but it is certain that her mother lived near the Neate House, in Pimlico. In the records of Knightsbridge Chapel, Jan. 13, 1667, is the marriage of Robert Hand and Mary Gwin, thus connecting Nelly's family with the Chelsea Bun-house. Sir Christopher Wren was appointed architect of the Hospital ; and the foundation stone was laid, Feb. 16, 1682, by Charles II., who promised to provide the funds, and was assisted by public subscription. The progress of the building is recorded hi this inscription on the southern front : — " In subsidium et levamen emeritorum venio, belloque fraetorum, condidit Carolus Secundus, auxil. Jacobus Secundus, perfecere Gulielmus et Maria, Bex et Regina, mdcxc." The building, which cost 150,000Z., is of red brick, with stone quoins, cornices, pediments, and columns, and is remarkable for its harmonious proportions. It consists of three courts, two of which are spacious quadrangles ; the third, the central one, is open on the south side, next the Thames ; and in the area is a statue of Charles II., in Roman imperial armour, sculptured by Gibbons, for Tobias Rustat. In the eastern and western wings of this court are the wards of the Pensioners. At the extremity of

  
    CHELSEA HOSPITAL. 93 the eastern wing is the Governor's house, with a state apartment ; and portraits of Charles I., his queen, and two sons — Charles, Prince of Wales, and James, Duke of York; Charles II., William III., and George III. and Queen Charlotte. The north front is of great extent, and faced by avenues of limes and horse-chestnuts. In the centre is a tetrastyle Roman-Doric portico, surmounted by a handsome lofty clockturret in the roof. Beneath are the principal entrances. To the right is the chapel, the furniture and plate of which were given by James II., and the organ by Major Ingram; the altarpiece has a painting of the Ascension, by Sebastian Ricci. In the left wing is the Hall, wherein the Pensioners dine : here is an equestrian portrait of Charles II., by Verrio and H. Cooke ; and an allegorical picture of the victories of the Duke of Wellington, by James Ward, R.A. Both the Hall and Chapel are paved with black and white marble : in each are suspended colours captured by the British army ; in the chapel are thirteen eagles taken from Napoleon I. : and in the Hall fragments of the standards captured at Blenheim ; in addition are dragon Chinese banners, and the trophies of the Sikh campaign of 1840. In the Hall the remains of the gTeat Duke of Wellington lay in state, Nov. 11-17, 1852. The Vestibule, Hall, and Chapel were hung with black drapery. On a dais in the Hall, upon a cloth-of-gold carpet, and black velvet bier, was placed the coffin, crimson and gold ; above the bier were suspended stars and orders, " in numbers and importance far surpassing anything of the kind ever possessed by a single individual." The whole bier was surrounded with a silver balustrade adorned with heraldic devices, and the Marshal's eight batons, and the Duke's standard and guidon ; and attached to all, gold lion supporters, two feet high, bearing shields and banners. At the back of the bier was her Majesty's escutcheon, surrounded by the Wellington bannerols, upon a cloth-ofgold hanging, surmounted by a magnificent canopy, with a plume of feathers — the curtains being: of black velvet, with linings, cornice, and fringes of silver, and draped in graceful festoons. The Hail was lighted with wax-tapers, and the dais with twelve magnificent silver candelabra, each with five wax-lights ; here were also ten columns of spears, feathers, laurel, and escutcheons, lighted by gas. Along the side walls stood picked soldiers of the Grenadier Guards, their arms reversed ; around the catafalque, Yeomen of the Guard, and seated mourners; and the chair of the chief mourner concealed at the head of the coffin. The whole was designed by Mr. Cockerell, the architect. Two persons died, and several were seriously hurt by the pressure of the vast crowd of spectators. The old soldiers receive pensions from funds voted by Parliament : in 1850 there were nearly 70,000 out- pensioners, who received 6d.,9d., and Is. per diem ; there were 539 in-pensioners, who were well clothed and fed in the Hospital, and were allowed Id. a day for tobacco, which is called " her Majesty's bounty." They wear long scarlet coats, lined with blue, and the original three-cornered cocked hats of the last century : undress, a foraging cap, inscribed R.H. Their ages vary from 60 to 90 years, and two veterans had in 1850 attained the age of 104. The annual rate of mortality among the Pensioners is 27 per cent. Adjoining the Hospital is a burial-ground for Pensioners, wherein are the following data: — William Hisland, died 1732, aged 112 — he married when upwards of 100 years old ; Thomas Asbey, died 1737, aged 112 ; Captain Laurence, died 1865, aged 95 ; Robert Comming, died 1767, aged 115 ; Peter Dowling, 1768, aged 102; a Soldier who fought at the battle of the Boyne, 1772, aged 111 ; Peter Bennet, of Tinmouth, died 1773, aged 107. In 1739 was interred here Christian Davis, abas Mother Ross, who had served in campaigns under William III. and the Duke of Marlborough, and whose third husband was a Pensioner in the Hospital. The Hospital Gardens are, in a measure, open to the public, but are little frequented. The river terrace is bordered with dwarf limes, and there are besides some tine shady trees. " The Old Men's Gardens " have been cleared away. North of the Hospital is the Royal Military Asylum, for the support and education of the children of soldiers and non-commissioned officers : the first stone of the building was laid by the Duke of York, in 1801. The Hospital and Asylum may be seen daily, from 10 till 4 : the boys parade on Fridays. Eastward of the Hospital was the famous Ranelagh, which see. Upon part of the site was built a large house, with a portion of the materials of Ranelagh : it had a large Queen Anne staircase : this house was taken down in 1854, in forming the road A p to the new Chelsea Bridge.

  
    94, CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. CHELSEA PORCELAIN. THE earliest manufactories of porcelain in England were those at Bow* and Chelsea, both which have long been extinct. " The Chelsea ware, bearing a very imperfect similarity in body to the Chinese, admitted only of a very fusible lead glaze ; and in the taste of its patterns, and the style of their execution, stood as low, perhaps, as any on the list." (A. Aikin; Trans. Soc.Arts.) This character, however, applies only to the later productions. The period of the greatest excellence of the Chelsea porcelain was between 1750 and 1763; and there was so much demand for it, that dealers are described as surrounding the doors of the works, and purchasing the pieces at large prices, as soon as they were fired. Faulkner, in his History of Chelsea, (1829,) states : " The Chelsea China Manufactory was situate at the corner of Justice-walk, and occupied the houses to the upper end of the street. Several of the large old houses were used as show-rooms. It lias been discontinued for more than forty years, the whole of the premises pulled down, and new houses erected on the site." Justice-walk took its name from a magistrate who resided in the house at the south corner of Church-street, whence formerly an avenue of lime-trees extended to Lawrencestreet ; and in the latter were the ovens of the Chelsea China Manufactory, where Dr. Johnson made experiments on tea-cups. Johnson had conceived the idea that he was possessed of a peculiar "secret for making porcelain ; he obtained permission to have his compositions baked in the ovens at Chelsea, and here he watched them day by day. He was not allowed to enter the mixing-room, but had free access to all other parts of the manufactory, and roughly modelled his composition in a room by himself. He failed in all his trials, for none of the articles he formed would bear the heat of firing. He at last gave up his attempts in disgust. He always conceived that one simple ingredient was sufficient to form the body of porcelain ; whereas Stephens, who managed the manufactory, declared to him that in the composition of the Chelsea paste no less than sixteen different substances were blended together. " The premises were not far distant from Church -street, and near the water-side. They subsequently became a stained paper manufactory, conducted by Messrs. Echardts and Woodmason, in 1786; afterwards by Messrs. Bowen and Co.; and in 1810 by Messrs. Harwood and Co." (T. Crofton Croker, F.S.A.) The works were discontinued in 1764, and the manufacture was then removed to Derby, and the ware was called Chelsea-Derby : it has the mark of a D crossed by an anchor ; it is very beautiful, but as dear as silver. In July, 1850, we saw in the stock of Mr. Heigham, Fulham-road, a set of three Chelsea vases, remarkably fine in form and colour ; each bearing a view of the old church at Chelsea and the china-manufactory. " Martin Lister mentions a manufacture at Chelsea as early as 1698, comparing its productions with those of St. Cloud, near Paris. It was patronized by George II., who brought over artificers from Brunswick and Saxony ; whence, probably, M. Brongniart terms Chelsea a ' Manufacture Boyale.' Its reputation commenced about 1740 ; and in 1745 the celebrity of Chelsea porcelain was regarded with jealousy by the manufacturers of France, who therefore petitioned Louis XV. to concede to them exclusive privileges. About 1750, it was under the direction of M. Spremont, a foreigner. The productions of the Chelsea furnaces were thought worthy to vie with those of the celebrated manufactories of Germany. Walpole, in his correspondence with Sir Horace Mann, mentions a service of Chelsea porcelain sent by the King and Queen to the Duke of Mecklenburg, which cost 1200/. The Duke of Cumberland took much interest in promoting the success of this interesting manufacture. The mark is an Anchor, in gold, burnished on the best specimens, and red on the inferior."— Forster's Rotes to the Stowe Catalogue, 1848. At Stowe, iu 1848, the finest specimen " of rare old Chelsea-china " sold was a pair of small vases, painted with Roman triumphs, 23Z. 10*. Few specimens of Chelsea ware were sold at Strawberry Hill, in 1842. At the sale of Sir John Macdonald's collection, in 1850, a pair of Chelsea cups and saucers, painted with birds, brought 36Z. 15*. In 1854, some fine examples of Chelsea porcelain were exhibited in the Crystal Palace, Sydenham. There was a Chelsea tea-pot which had belonged to Dr. Johnson. In the Bernal Collection, sold in March, 1855, a pair of Scalloped Chelsea Vases, painted with birds, brought 110Z. 5s. ; a pair of oval dishes, 13Z. 13*. ; a two-handled cup and saucer, 21/. ; and an ecuelle, very delicately painted with flowers, 271. 6s. * Bow China, formerly made at Stratford-le-Bow, is always marked with a crescent, or bow : it much resembles in quality the old Worcester or Derby, and is mostly of blue pattern ; it is scarce, but never fine.

  
    CHRIST'S HOSPITAL. 95 CSJESS CLUBS. IN 1747, the principal, if not the only Chess Club in the metropolis met at Slaughter's Coffee-house, St. Martin's-lane. The leading players of this Club were — Sir Abraham Jannsen, Philip Stamma (from Aleppo), Lord Godolphin, Lord Sunderland, and Lord Elibank ; Cunningham, the historian j Dr. Black and Dr. Cowper ; and it was through their invitation that the celebrated Philidor was induced to visit England. Another Club was shortly afterwards founded at the Salopian Coffee-house, Charing Cross : and a few years later, a third, which met next door to the Thatched House Tavern, in St. James's- street. It was here that Philidor exhibited his wonderful faculty for playing blindfold ; some instances of which we find in the newspapers of the period : — " Yesterday, at the Chess Club in St. James's-street, Monsieur Philidor performed one of those wonderful exhibitions for which he is so much celebrated. He played three different games at once without seeing either of the tables. His opponents were Count Bruhl and Mr. Bowdler (the two best players in London), and Mr. Maseres. He defeated Count Bruld in one hour and twenty minutes, and Mr. Maseres in two hours ; Mr. Bowdler reduced his games to a drawn battle in one hour and threequarters. To those who understand Chess, this exertion of M. Philidor's abilities must appear one of the greatest of which the human memory is susceptible. He goes through it with astonishing accuracy, and often corrects mistakes hi those who have the board before them." In 1795, the veteran, then nearly seventy years of age, played three blindfold matches in public. The last of these, which came off shortly before his death, we find announced in the daily newspapers thus : — " Chess Club, 1795. Paksloe's St. James's Stbbet. By particular desire, Mons. Philidor, positively for the last time, will play on Saturday, the 20th of June, at two o'clock precisely, three games at once against three good players ; two of them without seeing either of the boards, and the third looking over the table. He most respectfully invites all the members of the Chess Club to honour him with their presence. Ladies and gentlemen not belonging to the Club may be provided with tickets at the above-mentioned house, to see the match, at five shillings each." Upon the death of Philidor, the Chess Clubs at the West-end seem to have declined ; and in 1807, the stronghold and rallying point for the lovers of the game was " the London Chess Club," which was established in the City, and for many years held its meetings at Tom's Coffee-house, in Cornhill. To this Club we are indebted for many of the finest chess-players of the age ; and after the lapse of nearly a century, the Club still flourished, and numbered among its members some of the leading proficients. About the year 1833, a Club was founded by a few amateurs in Bedford-street, Covent Garden. This establishment, which obtained remarkable celebrity as the arena of the famous contests between La Bourdonnais and M'Donnell, was dissolved in 1840 ; but shortly afterwards, through the exertions of Mr. Staunton, was re-formed under the name of "the St. George's Club," in Cavendish-square, since removed to 20, King-street, S.W. In addition to the above, and the London Chess Club, which held its meetings at the George and Vulture Tavern, Cornhill, there are many minor institutions in various parts of the metropolis and its environs, where Chess, and Chess only, forms the staple recreation of the members. There are also the magnificent Cigar Divan, No. 100, Strand, belonging to Mr. Ries ; and Kilpack's well-appointed Divan, 42, King-street, Covent Garden ; at each of which the leading Chess publications are accessible to visitors, and where as many as twenty Chess-boards may often be seen in requisition at the same time. CHEISrS HOSPITAL. WE owe the foundation of this, " the noblest institution in the world," to the exertions of the City of London to provide for a large houseless population, in which good work the citizens were greatly assisted by grants from King Henry VIII. It was long customary to designate King Edward VI. as its special founder ; but historical records show that King Edward had little to do with the foundation of Christ's

  
    96 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Hospital : both the house itself, and the revenues for its support, came from his predecessor, or were raised by the bounty of the citizens themselves ; the young King Edward bestowed upon the Hospital its name, and conferred upon it certain grants for its support, in connexion with the hospital of Bridewell, which the King had founded ; and St. Thomas's which the citizens themselves had purchased. The story runs, that the King's attention was directed to this foundation by a sermon preached before him by Bishop Ridley, in the year 1552 j and that in consequence, the King sent by the Bishop a letter to the Mayor, " declaring his special commandment, that the Mayor should travail therein," which are the words of the old chronicler Grafton. But this was not until after the citizens bad done what they could, and found that they required certain aid from the Crown. Bishop Ridley himself, in his farewell letter to his friends, written shortly before his martyrdom, attributed the chief merit to the City magistrates ; first to Sir Richard Dobbs, in whose mayoralty the renewed effort was made ; and next to his successor, Sir George Barnes. When the Grey Friars came to London in the thirteenth century, they established themselves on the north side of what we now call Newgate-street. Here, aided by the citizens, they built first a chapel, then a church, and then again a much larger church, — the latter between 1301 and 1327. In 1539 they surrendered to King Henry VIII., in whose hands the house remained for some time. Just before his death, he provided that the church of the Grey Friars should become the parish church of " Christ's Church within Newgate." It appears that Christ's Hospital was not originally founded as a school ; its object was to rescue young children from the streets, to shelter, feed, clothe, and lastly to educate them. The citizens had already received from the King the monastery of the Grey Friars ; and from its new parish church came the name of " Christ's Hospital." When the citizens had collected sufficient funds, they repaired the Grey Friars buildings, and on the 23rd of November, 1552, the poor children were received to the number of almost four hundred. When the Lord Mayor and Aldermen rode to St. Paul's on the following Christmas-day, all the children stood in array " from St. Laurence-lane-in-Cheap towards Paul's," attired in a livery or dress of russet cotton, the boys with red caps, and the girls with kerchiefs on their heads, having a woman keeper between every twenty children; and accompanied also by the physician and four surgeons, and the masters of the Hospital. At the following Easter, the boys and " mayden children" were in * plonket," or blue ; hence Christ's Hospital also became called the Blue Coat School. It has been imagined that the coat was the mantle, and the yellow, as it is technically termed, the sleeveless tunic of the monastery ; the leathern girdle also corresponding with the hempen cord of the friar. There is an old tradition among the boys that the dress was originally of velvet, fastened with silver buttons, and an exact fac-simile of the ordinary habit of King Edward VI. It is most reasonable to regard the dress as copied from the costume of the citizens of London at this period (1552), when long blue coats were the common habit of apprentices and serving-men, and yellow stockings were generally worn [the School is vulgarly called " the Yellow Stocking School ] ; the coat fits closely to the body, but has loose sleeves, and beneath is worn a sleeveless yellow under-coat ; around the waist is a red leathern girdle ; a clerical band round the neck, and a small flat black cap about the size of a saucer, complete the costume. While the citizens were perfecting the good work, King Edward was seized with small-pox, from the effects of which he never recovered. When, however, the scheme for the endowment of the Royal Hospitals was placed before the pious prince, and according to the usual practice, a blank had been left for the amount of property which the City were to receive for this object, Edward, with his own hand, wrote in the sum, •' four thousand marks by the year ;" and then exclaimed, in the hearing of his Council, " Lord, I yield Thee most hearty thanks that Thou hast given me fife thus long, to finish this work, to the glory of Thy name !" Among the early bequests is the following : — When the Hospital was erected and put into good order, there was one Richard Castel, alias Casteller, shoemaker, dwelling in Westminster, a man who was called " the Cock of Westminster," because

  
    CHRIST'S HOSPITAL. 97 both winter and summer he was at work by four o'clock in the morning. This man, thus steadily and honestly labouring for his living, purchased lands and tenements at Westminster, worth 44Z. per annum ; and having no child, with the consent of his wife, who survived him, gave the same lands wholly to Christ's Hospital, and for the " succour of the miserable sore and sick harboured in other hospitals about London." The ancient Hospital buildings suffered materially in the Great Fire of 1666, when the church of the monastery was entirely destroyed. The Hospital was rebuilt by the Governors, anticipating its revenue from the endowment of the King, and other sources. The Great Hall was rebuilt by Alderman Sir John Frederick, at a cost of 50001. The first important addition to the foundation, after the Fire, was the Mathematical School, founded by Charles II. 1672, for forty boys, to be instructed in navigation : they are called " King's boys," and wear a badge on the right shoulder Lest this mathematical school should fail for want of boys properly qualified to supply it, one Mr. Stone, a governor, left a legacy to maintain a subordinate Mathematical School of twelve boys (" the Twelves"), who wear a badge on the left shoulder ; and to these have been added " the Twos." The Mathematical School was originally designed by Samuel Pepys, then Secretary to the Admiralty. There is preserved a collection of letters between Pepys and Major Aungier, Sir Isaac Newton, Halley, and other persons, relating to the management of the Mathematical School ; and containing details of the career of some of the King's scholars after leaving school. The letters extend from 1692 to 1695, and are the original letters received by Pepys, with his drafts of the answers. (Notes and Queries, No. 227.) Pepys, it appears, printed and handed about privately, some letters about the abuses of Christ's Hospital ; he certainly saved from ruin the Mathematical foundation. This was the first considerable extension of the system of education at the Hospital, which originally consisted of a grammar school for boys, and a separate school for girls j the latter being taught to read, sew, and mark. Pepys relates the following curious story of a Blue-coat girl : — " Two wealthy citizens are lately dead, and left their estates, one to a little Blue-coat boy, and the other to a Blue-coat girl, in Christ's Hospital. The extraordinariness of which has led some of the magistrates to carry it on to a match, which is ended in a public wedding — he in his habit of blue satin, led by two of the girls, and she in blue with an apron green, and petticoat yellow, all of sarsnet, led by two of the boys of the house, through Cheapside to Guildhall Chapel, where they were married by the Dean of St. Paul's, she given by my Lord Mayor. The wedding dinner, it seems, was kept in the Hospital halL"— Pepys to Mm. Steward, Sept. 20, 1695. The East Cloister and South front were next (in 1675) rebuilt by Sir Robert Clayton, alderman, and cost him about 7000Z. ; but it was not known who was the benefactor until the whole was finished. The Writing School was built by Sir Christopher Wren, in 1694, at the expense of 50001. to Sir John Moore, of whom a marble statne is placed in the front : this school is situated on the west side of the playground, and is supported on cloisters, which shelter the boys in bad weather j the ward over the east side cloister was rebuilt in 1705, by Sir Francis Child the banker ; and in 1795 was erected the Grammar School. Some of the buildings of the ancient monastery were standing early in the present century, but they had become ruinous and unsafe ; and in 1803 was commenced a fund for rebuilding the whole, the Corporation of London granting 5000Z., and many private benefactions being made. The refectory of the monastery originally served as the dining-hall of the Hospital : after the Great Fire, the hall was rebuilt ; this was taken down, and partly upon its site, and partly on the ancient City wall, was erected a vast edifice in the Tudor style by John Shaw, F.R.S., F.S.A., architect ; the first stone laid by the Duke of York, April 25, 1825. The back wall stands on the site of the ditch that anciently surrounded London, and is built on piles driven twenty feet deep ; in excavating for the foundation there were found some Roman arms and coins, and some curious leathern sandals. The southern or principal front, facing Newgate-street, is supported by buttresses and has an octagonal tower at each extremity ; and the summit is embattled and pinnacled. On the ground story is an arcade open to the play -ground; here also are the Governors' meeting-room, and the Hospital wardrobe ; and in the basement are the vast kitchen, 67 feet by 33 feet ; and butteries and cellars. In the rear of the Hall is the Infirmary ; and on the east and west sides of the cloister are the dormi �

  
    98 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. tories. The arcade beneath the Hall is built with blocks of llaytor granite, highly wrought ; the remainder of the front is of Portland stone. Over the centre arch of the arcade is a bust of Edward VI. The area in front or play-ground, is enclosed by handsome metal gates, enriched with the arms of the Hospital : argent, across gules, in the dexter chief, a dagger of the first {The City of London), on a chief azure, between two fleurs-de-lis or, a rose argent. The Dining-hall, with its lobby and organ-gallery, occupies the entire story, which is 187 feet long, 51 feet wide, and 47 feet high ; it is lit by nine large windows, filled with stained glass on the south side ; and is, next to Westminster Hall, the noblest room in the metropolis. In the Great Hall hangs a large picture of King Edward VI. seated on his throne, in a scarlet and crrained robe, holding the sceptre in his left hand, and presenting with the other the charter to the kneeling Lord Mayor. By his side stands the Chancellor, holding the seals, and next to him are other officers of state. Bishop Ridley kneels before him with uplifted hands, as if supplicating a blessing on the event; whilst the Aldermen, &c, with the Lord Mayor, kneel on both sides, occupying the middle ground of the picture; and lastly, in front, are a double row of boys on one side, and girls on the other, from the master and matron down to the boy and girl who have stepped forward from their respective rows, and kneel with raised hands before the King. This picture was long erroneously attributed to Holbein ; but it is now considered to be of the period of James I., or Charles I. ; it is SO feet long. Here is also a still larger picture, in which James II. is receiving the " Mathematical boys," though there are girls as well as boys. This was painted by Verrio, who also painted the full length of Charles II., which hangs near it. Here are likewise full-length portraits of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, by Grant ; and a picture of Brook Watson's escape, when a boy, from a shark, with the loss of a leg, while bathing, painted by Copley, father of Lord Chancellor Lyndhurst. In the Treasurer's house is a portrait of Edward VI., considered by Mr. J. Gough Nichols to have been evidently painted towards the end of the King's life. There is also at the Hospital another portrait, inscribed " Edwardus, Walliaj Princeps, anno aetatis suae 9." These portraits have been ascribed to Holbein ; but by the recent discovery of the will of Holbein, it is proved that at his death Edward VI. was only in his sixth year. Neither is there better evidence of the Charter picture in the Great Hall : the event took place in 1553 ; and " it is now ascertained beyond dispute that Holbein could have produced no work later than the year 1534 ; whilst hitherto his era has been extended for eleven years longer." — Nichols. See also Archceologia ; vol. xxxix., pt. 1, 1863. In the Hall the boys, now about 800 in number, dine; and here are held the " Suppings in Public," to which visitors are admitted by tickets, issued by the Treasurer and by the Governors. The tables are laid with cheese in wooden bowls ; beer, in wooden piggins, poured from leathern jacks ; and bread brought in large baskets. The official company enter ; the Lord Mayor, or President, takes his seat in a state-chair, made of oak from St. Katherine's church by the Tower j a hymn is sung, accompanied by the organ ; a " Grecian," or head-boy, reads the prayers from the pulpit, silence being enforced by three drops of a wooden hammer. After prayer, the supper commences, and the visitors walk between the tables. At its close, the " trade-boys" take up the baskets, bowls, jacks, piggins, and candlesticks, and pass in procession, the bowing to the Governors being curiously formal. The " Suppings in Public" are held every Sunday, from Quinquagesima Sunday to Easter Sunday, inclusive ; they are a picturesque sight, and always well attended. This interesting spectacle was witnessed by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, on Sunday evening, March 9th, 1845. In this Hall, too, St. Matthew's Day (September 21st) the day of the annual Commemoration is a festival set apart from the first year of their foundation for the General Court of the several Royal Hospitals j and it is still observed with the usual solemnity. The Lord Mayor and Aldermen having met the Governors of each hospital in theGreat Hall, the children pass before them, leading the way to Christ Church, where tbe sermon is preached. The company ■ return to the Hall to hear the Grecians, or head-boys, deliver Orations before the Lord Mayor, Corporation, and Governors, and their friends ; this being a relic of the scholars' disputations in the cloisters. After the Orations, a collection is made for the speakers in furtherance of their support at the University. Trollope, in 1834, stated about 1201. to be usually contributed. The de �
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    CHRIST'S HOSPITAL. 99 livery of the list of Governors follows the collection ; and, according to the " Order of the Hospitals," all the beadles are called before the Court, and, delivering up their staves, retire to the bottom of the Hall, " that the opinion of the Court may be heard touching the doing of their duties : to the intent, if any of them be faultye, that he or they may be rebuked or dismissed, at the discretion of the said Court; and thereupon to deliver unto suche as then remayne their staves, and again astablishe them." These forms concluded, the Court is dissolved, and the company, having partaken of refreshments, retire. It appears from the journal of Sheriff Hoare, 1740-41, that " sweet cakes and burnt wine" were then handed round on these occasions, and the usual breakfast was " roast beef and hurnt wine." The Spital or Hospital Sermons are preached in Christ Church, Newgate-street, on Easter Monday and Tuesday. On Monday the children proceed to the Mansion House, and return in procession to Christ Church, with the Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress, and City authorities, to hear the sermon. On Tuesday the children again go to the Mansion House, and pass through the Egyptian Hall, before the Lord Mayor, each boy receiving a glass of wine, two buns, and a shilling ; the monitors half-a-crown each, the probationers half-a-guinea each, and the Grecians a guinea — all in coins fresh from the Mint ; they then return to Christ Church, as on Monday. The boys formerly visited the Royal Exchange on Easter Monday ; but this has been discontinued since the burning of the last Exchange, in 1838. At the first drawing-room of the year the forty Mathematical boys are presented to the Sovereign, who inspects their charts, and who gives them 81. 8*. as a gratuity. To this other members of the Royal Family formerly added smaller sums, and the whole was divided among the ten boys who left the school in the year. During the illness of King George III. these presentations were discontinued; but the Governors of the Hospital continued to pay 11. 3s., the amount ordinarily received by each, to every boy on quitting. The practice of receiving the boys was revived by William IV., and is continued by her present Majesty. Each scholar having passed his Trinity- House examination, and received testimonials of his good conduct, is presented with a watch, as a reward, worth from 91. to 131. ; in addition to an outfit of clothes, books, mathematical instruments, a Gunter's scale, a quadrant, and a sea-chest. Christ's Hospital, by ancient custom, possesses the privilege of addressing the Sovereign on the occasion of his or her coming into the City to partake of the hospitality of the Corporation of Londou. On the visit of Queen Victoria in 1837, a booth was erected for the Hospital boys in St. Paul's Churchyard ; and on the Royal carriage reaching the Cathedral west gate, the senior scholar, with the Head Master and Treasurer, advanced to the coach-door, and delivered a congratulatory address to her Majesty, with a copy of the same on vellum. The School has always been famous for its penmen. The education consists of reading, writing, and arithmetic, French, the classics, and the mathematics. There are sixteen Exhibitions for scholarships at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, besides a " Pitt Scholarship," and a " Times Scholarship," the latter founded by the proprietors of that journal, with a fund subscribed by the public in testimony of their detection of the Bogle Fraud, 1841. Among the more eminent Blues, as the scholars are termed, are Joshua Barnes, editor of Anacreon and Euripides; Jeremiah Markland, the eminent critic, particularly in Greek literature ; Camden, the antiquary ; Bishop Stillingfleet. [Pepys has this quaint entry in his Diary. "January 16, 16G6-7, Sir R.Ford tells me how the famous Stillingfleet was a Blue Coat boy."] Samuel Richardson, the novelist; Thomas Mitchell, the translator of Aristophanes ; Thomas Barnes, many years editor of the Times newspaper; and Coleridge, Charles Lamb, and Leigh Hunt, who have published many interesting reminiscences of their contemporaries in the School. Lamb's " Recollections of Christ's Hospital," and " Christ's Hospital Five and Thirty Years Ago" (says Peter Cunningham, once a Deputy Grecian), have done much to uphold the dignity of the School. The Library is a recent addition ; it is a spacious room, divided into boxes and provided with tables : on the walls hang useful maps, and engravings of the steam-engine j

  
    100 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. at one end is stored a small but well-chosen collection of books, and on the table are several illustrated periodicals. Another addition is the erection of a Gymnasium. The old cloister of the Grey Friars Priory, repaired by Wren, and nearly deprived of its ancient appearance, formerly served as a public thoroughfare from Newgate-street to Smithfield, but has been stopped up. In 1855, in excavating for some new houses on the north side of Newgate-street, were exposed, under Christ's Church yard three pointed arches, 10 feet in span, and covered with masses of chalk and concrete, to within three feet of the surface, the rest being earth ; these being vestiges of the Grey Friars buildings ; as also are the gateway and a portion of the brick building under which it opens, together with the cloistered passage in rear of the basement. The brickwork of the superstructure, of about Elizabeth's reign, is marvellously fine. The customs of the School have varied with time. Formerly the Saints' days were kept as holidays j money-boxes for the poor were kept in the cloister ; and unruly boys were kept confined in dungeons ; but these regulations have been discontinued. Bread and beer are no longer the breakfast. Nor do the boys perform common menial offices as heretofore. The wards or dormitories, in which the boys sleep, are seventeen in number ; each boy makes his own bed, and each ward is governed by a nurse and two or more monitors. There is a curious feature in most of the sleeping wards : in one corner, near the roof, and reached by a staircase, is a wooden box, which serves as a resting-place and study for the " Grecian " of the ward. From this eminence he is enabled to notice any delinquency below. The general burial-ground of the Hospital is between the south cloister and the houses in Newgate-street, where the funerals formerly took place by torch-light, and the service was preceded by an anthem, thus reviving the monastic associations of the place. The Burials are now by daylight. A book is preserved, containing the records of the Hospital from its foundation, and an anthem sung by the first children. The income of the institution has known much fluctuation ; and consequently, also, the number of inmates. The 340 children with which the Hospital opened had dwindled in 1580 to 150. The object of the institution has also, in the lapse of time, become materially changed, which may in a great measure be attributed to the influence of the Governors, or benefactors, its chief supporters. The government is practically vested in a committee of 50 almoners. The system of education is not considered to have kept pace with the requirements of the times. We have seen that there were abuses in the management of the Hospital in Pepys's time ; they have lasted to our day. In 1810, Mr. Waithman, one of the Common Councilmen for the Ward in which the Hospital is situated, showed that instead of being a benefit to the children of the poor and friendless, it was engrossed almost exclusively by the rich. Presentations were, at that time, sold at an average of thirty guineas each. By recommendation of Sir Samuel Romilly, and Mr. Bell, the Lord Chancellor was petitioned for an inquiry into the conduct of the Hospital Committee ; but, in 1816, its object failed. As testimonies to the original designs of the foundation, a statue of a Blue Coat Boy, in each of the four corners of the cloister, had, within the recollection of several persons living, the following painted notice underneath : " This is Christ's Hospital, where poor Blue-Coat boys are harboured and educated." — ILughson'* \ '; \0 Walks through London. There is printed annually, and freely circulated, " A True Report of the Number of Children and other poor People maintained in the several Royal Hospitals in the City of London, under the pious care of the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Governors thereof, for the year last past." This document, in appearance, resembles a sheet almanack : it is .headed by the Easter anthem set to music ; and it is enclosed in a woodcut border, the design of which indicates the custom of printing these Reports to have been of long standing. In the upper portion of the border are the Royal Arms ; at the sides are the City Arms, ancient and modern ; in medallions at the corners are three figures of the Christ's Hospital boys, and one of a girl ; at the foot is an emblematic group, with the old Hospital in the background ; and beneath it is inscribed on a ribbon, " Pray remember the Poor." The income arising from early endowments and bequests, which may be set down as exceeding 40,000/!. per annum, is largely augmented by the contributions of Governors, of whom, on an average, twenty-five are elected annually ; and as they give 500J. each on election, 12,500^. a year arises from this source. In 1SC5, the gross receipts amounted to 71,8552. 13«. 1CW., more than one half of which is derived

  
    CHURCHES AND CHAPELS. 101 from the rents of estates, quit-rents, tithe-rent charges, &c. The benefactions were 802U. ; legacies, 6930Z. 2s. lid. The expenditure contains among other items, 2720J. 18*. 9rf. payments under'benefactions, wills, deeds of gift, &c, to various parishes and companies for their poor and for other objects, to pensioners, for relief of prisoners for debt, for setting up in business young men and women educated in the Hospital, and other purposes, 2S27£. The sum available for the purposes of the Hospital was 67,3892. 0*. lid. The washing at the two establishments amounted to 20102. 9s. 6d. The provisions and stores (less the sum received by sale of kitchen-stuff and dripping), amounted to 10,3422. 0*. 4d.; coals and fuel, 7831. 18*. 8d. ; gaslighting and water supply, 15652. 7*. ; the charges for apparel, linen, bedding, shoes, and leather, were 64082. The average number of children maintained and educated in the London and Hertford establishments in 1865 was 1205 ; and the average expenditure per child, 412. Is. 7\d. Boys, whose parents may not be free of the City of London, are admissible on Free Presentations, as they are called ; as are also the sons of clergymen of the Church of England. The Lord Mayor has two presentations annually ; and the Court of Aldermen one each : it was the good practice of the late Alderman Humphery, to give his presentations to inhabitants of the Ward over which he presided. The rest of the Governors have presentations once in three years. A list of the Governors who have presentations for the year is printed every Easter, and may be had at the Countinghouse of the Hospital. No boy is admitted before he is seven years old, or after he is nine ; and no boy can remain in the School after he is fifteen, King's boys and Grecians alone excepted. There are about 500 Governors, at the head of whom are the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and Prince Alfred. The President is the Duke of Cambridge, whose election to that office was a departure from the custom, which had hitherto been to elect the Lord Mayor for the time being. The qualification for a Governor is payment of 5002*. ; but an Alderman has the power of nominating a Governor for etection at half price. About 200 boys are admitted annually (at the age of from seven to ten years), by presentations in rotation, so that the privilege occurs about once in three or four years. A list of the Governors having presentations is published annually in March, and is to be had at the counting-house of the Hospital. The subordinate establishment is at Hertford, to which the younger boys are sent prepiratory to their entering on the foundation in London, which takes place as vacancies occur. The building at Hertford was erected by the Hospital Governors in 1683, and has extensive grounds for recreation ; when full, it will contain 416 children, of whom about 200 are taught the classics. There is likewise accommodation here for 80 girls. The Report published in 1865 states that all the early and chief gifts of the property held by the Hospital are expressed to be for the benefit of poor children, without distinction of sex; nor does the Hospital during the early period of its institution appear to have been appropriated more to boys than to girls. For many years past, however, up to a recent period, only six girls were admitted (at Hertford) every year, besides those received under specific trusts. The education of a boy so as to advance him in life was thought to be of much greater material advantage to a family than the education of a girl ; so that it was a common expression that a governor " threw away " his presentation on nominating a girl. But the purpose of the foundation being the public good, it is considered that the general good would have been better promoted if at least an equal share of the tunds of the Hospital had been expended in the education of girls. In 1853, there were 61 girls in the establishment at Hertford, which, in its teaching, was below the level of a good parifh school ; the number of scholars has since been reduced to 26. Improved schemes of education have been suggested, to comprise instruction in needlework, washing, cooking, and other household work. Apart from the special purpose for which Christ's Hospital was endowed, there are seven distinct Charities appropriated, in part or in whole, to entirely separate objects. The annual income from six of these charities may be stated at 9000Z. The seventh, the Charity to the Blind, by the Rev. W. Hetherington, since augmented by many benefactors, is the wealthiest of all : in one year, 65202". have been paid to 652 aged blind persons. To this fund the late Richard Thornton, Esq., bequeathed 10,000J. CHURCHES AND CHAPELS. AN episcopal see was founded in London in the time of the Roman occupation of Britain, but very little is known concerning it. From the establishment of the Saxons in Britain to the mission of Augustine, in 596, there is no record of any Bishop in London; but when Augustine had established himself at Canterbury, he consecrated Mellitus Bishop, in the year 604. The East Saxons relapsed into paganism, on the death of Sebert, their king, when Mellitus was driven out, and

  
    102 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. London remained without a Bishop until 656, in which year Cedd (or Chad), at the invitation of King Sigebert the Good, re-established the see, which has ever since continued without any material interruption or lengthened vacancy. London and the suburbs, in the Middle Ages, contained, according to Fitzstephen, " 13 churches belonging to convents, besides 126 lesser parish churches." Of those belonging to convents eleven may be traced. Thus, we find in Fitzstephen's time, Trinity Priory, Aldgatej St. Bartholomew's, West Smithfield; Bermondsey, Southwark ; St. James's Priory, Clerkenwell ; the Priory of St. John the Baptist, Holywell, Shoreditch ; St. Katharine's Hospital by the Tower ; St. Thomas Aeon, at the southwest corner of King-street, Cheapside, upon the site of the birth-place of St. Tbomas k Becket ; St. John of Jerusalem, Clerkenwell ; the Temple ; St. Mary Overie, Southwark; and St. Martin's-le-Grand, so named from its magnificence. All, except Bermondsey, are shown in Wyngrerde's View cf London, 1543, in the Sutherland Collection, at Oxford. Stow states the entire number of parish churches at his time (1525 — 1605), in and about London, within four miles' compass, at 139. Within the walls, at the Great Fire, there were 98 churches, of which 85 were burnt down, and 13 unburnt ; 53 were rebuilt, and 35 united to ether parishes. The following were the City Churches burnt and not rebuilt :— Allhallows, Honey-lane; near the City School. Alihallows the Less, in Thames-street, near Coleharbour-lane, graveyard remains. St. Andrew Hubbard, near to the site of the Weigh House Chapel. St. Ann, Blackfriars, Ireland-yard, now graveyard. St. Benet Sherehog, Pancras-lane, near Bucklersbury, now graveyard. St. Botolph Billingsgate, over against Botolph-lane, Thames-street ; buryingground, and the site built upon. St. Faith was under the lien of the late Cathedral of St. Paul's, in the f round of which, previous to the Intramural Act, the parishioners had a right of interment. St. Gabriel, 'enchurch, in Fenchurch-street, graveyard exists. St. Gregory, in St. Paul's-ehurehyard, near where the statue of Queen Anne now stands. St. John Baptist, on Dowgate-hill, the corner of Cloak-lane, now graveyard. St. John Evangelist, in Watling-street, corner of Friday-street, now graveyard. St. John Zachary, corner of Silver-street, Falcon-square, now graveyard. St. Laurence Pountney, on Laurence Pountney-hill, now graveyard. St. Leonard's, Eastc'heap, now graveyard. St. Leonard, Foster-lane, the graveyard part of the site of the General Post Office. St. Margaret Moses, in Passiny:alley, late a burying-ground, now Little Friday-street. St. Margaret, New Fish-street, church and burial ground, where the Monument now stands. St. Martin Pomeroy, in Ironmonger-lane, on part of the ground now the graveyard. St. Martin Orgar, in St. Martin's-lane, where there is now a French Church, bt. Martin's Vintry, College-hill, Thames-street, now graveyard. St. Mary Bothaw, in Turnwheellane, now graveyard. St. Mary Colechurch, in Old Jewry, where the Mercers' Hal lwas, and Frederickplace now is. St. Mary Magdalen, Milk-street, and ground, where part of Honey-lane Market now stands. St. Mary Mounthaw, on Labour-in-vain-hill, now graveyard. St. Mary Staining, on the north side of Oat-lane, on a part of the graveyard remaining, opposite Titus Oates' House, now pulled down. St. Mary AVoolchurch and graveyard, where the Mansion House now stands. St. Miehael-le-Querne, near Paternoster-row, in Cheapside, where a conduit formerly stood. St. Nicholas Aeons, in Nicholas-lane, now graveyard. St. Nicholas Olave, in Bread-street-hill, now graveyard. St. Olave, Silver-street, south side of Noble-street, now graveyard; under part of which some remains of the church have been discovered. St. Pantras Soper lane, in Pancras-lane, near Queen-street, where is the graveyard. St. Peter Cheap, corner of Wood-street, Cheapside, where the graveyard still remains, and where the plane-tree still flourishes, on which the rooks, till lately, annually built their nests. St. Peter Paul's-wharf, at the bottom of Peter's-hill, Thames-street, now graveyard. St. Thomas the Apostle, now graveyard, corner of Cloak-lane. The Holy Trinity church, where there is now a Lutheran church, corner of Little Trinitylane. St. Christopher-le-Stocks church, in Threadneedle-street, pulled down in 1781, for the enlargement of the Bank of England. Pepys records this odd circumstance concerning the London churches destroyed in the Great Fire : " January 7th, 1667-8. It is observed, and is true, in the late Fire of London, that the fire burned just as many parish churches as there were hours from the beginning to the end of the lire ; and next that there were just as many churches left standing in the rest of the City that was not burned, beiug, I think, thirteen in all of each; which is pretty to observe." Sir Christopher Wren built, besides St. Paul's and the western towers of Westminster Abbey, fifty churches in the metropolis, at sums varying from less than 2500?. to upwards of 15,000Z. In " Gothic," or, as Wren proposed to call it, " Saracenic," architecture, he was certainly not a successful practitioner ; although in the adaptation of a steeple (a form peculiar to Pointed architecture) to Roman buildings, he has manifested much ingenuity, and produced some light and graceful forms of almost endless variety. This may be seen by reference to Mr. Cockerell's picturesque grouping of the principal works of Wren, the drawing of which was exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1838, and has been engraved in line by Richardson. In the reign of Queen Anne were built or commenced eleven churches. In the next two reigns were completed three large churches, eacb distinguished by a noble Corinthian portico : viz., St. George's, Bloomsbury ; St. Martin's-in-theFields ; and St. George's, Hanover-square. With the exception of St. Peter-le-Poor

  
    & CHURCHES AND CHAPELS. 103 (1791) and St. Martin's Outwich (1796) not one church was huilt from the commencement of the reign of George III. nearly to the Regency, an interval of more than half a ceutury. The two Grecian orders, Doric and Ionic, were then adopted in church- building ; this pseudo classic-style was superseded hy the Old English of various periods. The increase of churches did not, however, keep pace with the population ; though the appeals to the public for funds were, in some instances, answered with rare munificence. Thus, in the subscription-list in 1836 for building new churches we find the following donation : " A clergyman seeking for treasure in heaven, 5000£." In 1839, Lord John Russell stated in Parliament, that in Loudon there were 34 parishes, with a population of 1,170,000, and church accommodation for only 101,000 ; and in these 34 parishes were only 69 churches, and including proprietary chapels, only 100 places of worship in the whole; whereas, if we allot a church to every 3000, there ought to be 379, leaving a deficiency of 279. In the following year, 1840, the Bishop of London remarked to the House of Lords : — " If you proceed a mile or two eastward of St. Paul's, you will find yourself in the midst of a population themost wretched and destitute of mankind, consisting of artificers, labourers, beggars, and thieves, to the amount of 800,000 or 400,000 souls ! Throughout this entire quarter there is not more than one church for 10,000 inhabitants ; and in one, nay in two districts, there is but one church for 45,000 souls." The Rev. Dr. Cumming next stated that in a radius of eight miles around St. Paul's there was a population of two millions, of whom not more than 60,000 were communicants in any church or chapel whatever. Instead of five-eighths, or 1,300,000, of the population being church-goers, the greatest extent of attendance at any place of worship did not exceed 400,000, and not more than 600,000 could he accommodated. In a small district of Covent Garden there were 354 houses : 338 were of the most wretched description ; these contained 1216 individuals, of whom only 134 attended church ; and in that small locality there were no fewer than 44 shops regularly open on the Sabbath. In some cases there was a population of 100,000 in the parish, with only one rector and one curate. The above startling statistics led to a "Metropolis ^ Churches Fund," established in 1836, by which means several churches have been built ^ 0 and provided for. The great number of the City churches is, however, now disproportionate to its requirements. In 1834, Mr. Lambert Jones stated in the Court of Common Council, that the population of the City had within a century decreased one-half; that the number of inhabitants did not then exceed 53,000, and for them were 66 churches. The population of the City may now be set down at 55,000, for whom there are 60 churches, a proportion very different to that which exists in other parts of the metropolis. At St. Mildred's, Poultry, on a Sunday morning, there has been only one person to form a congregation, and there was, consequently, no service. By a Parliamentary return, the largest income is 2081Z. 9s. 4d., for St. Botolph, Bishopsgate ; and the smallest hut one is 401., for St. Helen, Bishopsgate. In one church (St. Laurence Jewry and St. Mary Magdalen, Milk-street), with sittings for 1000 persons, the average attendance is only 30. At another church, with 700 sittings, the average attendance is 30. In 1853, the congregations were, in some cases, below 16, and in many under 50 : average about 33. Various remedies have been proposed, as the union of benefices, and the removal of churches to ill-provided parishes. " The Bishop of London's Fund" has been formed. In the 211 parishes of the metropolis there are nearly 1,000,000 persons for whom the Church of England ought eventually to provide, which is sought to be done by raising a fund of 3,000,0002. *' One of the most important movements of our time originated in the late Bishop of London's sense of the great church destitution observable principally in the Bethnal-green district, which became even at the outset metropolitan. It has resulted up to the present time in the erection, and more or less complete endowment, of no less than seventy-eight new churches in and near London, at a cost of more than half a million ; independently of seven new churches, the entire erection and endowment of which by seven separate individuals (one being the Bishop himself), is wholly attributable to the impulse derived from the appeal made to the public on the first formation of the Metropolitan Churches Fund. This is a great achievement, and it will go down in history a lasting honour to Bishop Blomfield's name. Yet it is remarkable that the first publication of this great design very nearly coincided in point of time with that of the publication of the first Tracts for the Times; and its success was most materially aided by the munificent zeal with which Dr. Pusey, in particular, and the then Oxford residents generally, the Tract-writers and their friends, took it up and forwarded it ; but it was the Bishop's conception and execution." — The Guardian.

  
    104 CuBIOSITIES OF LONDON. OLD SAINT PAUL'S. THE present Cathedral of St. Paul is the third church dedicated to that saint, and huilt very nearly upon the same site. The first church was founded ahout A.D. 610, hy Ethelbert, King of Kent, hut destroyed by fire in 1087. Its rebuilding was commenced by Bishop Maurice, whose successor completed the enclosing walls, which extended as far as Paternoster-row and Ave Maria-lane, on one side ; and to Old Change, Carter-lane, and Creed-lane on the other. This second church, " Old Saint Paul's," was built of Caen stone: it was greatly injured by fire in 1137 ; but a new steeple was finished in 1221, and in 1240 a choir. The entire edifice was 690 feet long, and 130 feetbroad; and its tower and spire rose 520 feet, or 116 feet higher than the spire of Salisbury Cathedral ; 64 feet loftier than that of Vienna ; 50 feet higher than that of Strasburg ; surpassing the height of the Great Pyramid of Egypt ; and higher than the Monument placed upon the cross of the present Cathedral. It had a bowl of copper-gilt, 9 feet in compass (large enough to hold 10 bushels of corn), supporting a cross 15^ feet high, surmounted by an " eagle-cock of copper-gilt, 4 feet long." In 1314, the cross fell ; and the steeple of wood covered with lead, being ruinous, was taken down, and rebuilt, with a new gilt ball. The French Chronicle notices this reparation, and describes the extraordinary relics which were found in the old ball, and replaced, with additions, in the new one. In 1444, the steeple was nearly destroyed by lightning, and not repaired till 1462. In 1561, the Cathedral was partly burnt, but was restored in 1566, except the spire, which was never rebuilt. Heylin, in his Cosmography, says of the above catastrophe : — " It was by the carelessness of the sexton consumed with fire, which happening in a thundering and tempestuous day, was by him confidently affirmed to be done by lightning, and was so generally believed till the hour of his death ; but not many years since, to disabuse the world, he confessed the truth of it, on which discovery, the burning of St. Paul's steeple by lightning was left out of our common almanacks, where formerly it stood among the ordinary epochs or accounts of time." The church was of the Latin cross form, with a Lady chapel at the east end, and two other chapels, St. George's north, and St. Dunstan's south. At the eastern extremity of the churchyard stood a square clocher, or bell-tower, with four bells, rung to summon the citizens to folkmotes held here. These bells belonged to St. Faith's under St. Paul's, a church so situated, hut demolished about 1256, when part of the crypt beneath the Cathedral choir was granted to 'the parishioners for divine service. Hence the popular story in our time of there being a church under St. Paul's, and service in it once a year. At the south-west corner was the parish church of St. Gregory. Fuller wittily describes Old St. Paul's as being "truly the mother-church, having one babe in her body — St. Faith's — and another in her arms — St. Gregory's." On the south side of the Cathedral, within a cloister, was a chapter-house, in the Pointed style; and on the north, on the walls of another cloister, next to the charnelhouse, was a " Dance of Death," or, as Stow calls it, *' Death leading all Estates, curiously painted upon board, with the speeches of Death, and answer of every Estate," by John Lydgate. It was painted at the cost of John Carpenter, Town Clerk of London, temp. Henry V. and VI. On special saints' days it was customary for the choristers of the Cathedral to ascend the spire to a great height, and there to chant solemn prayers and anthems : the last observance of this custom was in the reign of Queen Mary, when, " after even-song, the quere of Paules began to go about the steeple singing with lightes, after the olde custome." A similar tenure-custom is observed to this day at Oxford, on the morning of May 1, on Magdalen College tower. Camden relates, that on the anniversary of the Conversion of St. Paul, January 25, held in the church, a fat buck was received with great formality at the choir entrance by the canons, in their sacerdotal vestments, and with chaplets of flowers on their heads; whilst the antlers of the buck were carried on a pike in procession round the edifice, with horns blowing, &c. On the buck being offered at the high altar, one shilling was paid by the Dean and Chapter.

  
    CHURCHES— OLD SAINT PAUL'S. 105 St. Baude, in lieu of twenty-two acres, bequeathed a fat doe in winter, and a buck in summer, which was received at the altar crowned with roses by the chapter annually, till the reign of Elizabeth. On the north side near the east end stood Paul's or Towly's Cross, with a pulpit whence sermons were preached, the anathema of the Tope thundered forth, heresies recanted, and sins atoned for. The Cross was hexagonal in form ; of wood, raised on stone steps, with a canopy covered with lead, on which was elevated a cross. Stow could not ascertain its date : we first read of it in 1259, when, by command of Henry III., striplings were here sworn to he loyal : and in the same year the folkmote Common Hall assembled here by the tolling of St. Paul's great bell. At preaching the commonalty sat in the open air ; the king, his train, and noblemen in covered galleries. All preachers coming from a distance had an allowance from the Corporation, and were lodged during five days " in sweete and convenient lodgings, with fire, candle, and all necessary food." Bishop Northburgh lent small sums to citizens on pledge, directing that if at the year's end they were not restored, then that " the preacher at Paul's Cross should declare that the pledge, within fourteen days would be sold, if unredeemed." An earthquake overthrew the Cross in 1382 ; it was set up again by Bishop Kemp in 1419. Ralph Baldoc, Dean of Paul's, cursed from the Cross all persons who had searched in the church of St. Martin' s-in-the-Fields for a hoard of gold. In 1493, Jane Shore, with a taper in one hand, and arrayed in her " kertell onelj e," did open penance at the Cross. In the same year, Dr. Shaw and Friar Pinke aided the traitorous schemes of Duke Richard; the preacher took for his text these words, " Bastard slips shall never take deep root." Stow in forms us that the Doctor so repented his " shamefuf sermon " that it struck him to the heart, and " within a few days he withered and consumed away." Friar Pinke lost his voice while preaching, and was forced to leave the pulpit. Royal contracts of marriage were notified from the Cross. Henry VIII. sent preachers to the Cross every Sunday to preach down the Pope's authority. In 1538, Bishop Fisher exposed at the Cross the famous rood ot grace from Boxlcy Abbey. From his attendance there, as a preacher, Richard Hooker dated the miseries of his married life. Queen Mary caused sermons to be preached at the Cross in praise of the old religion, but they occasioned serious riots. The Cross was pulled down in 1643, by order of Parliament j its site was long denoted by a tall elm tree. The interior of the church was divided throughout by two ranges of clustered columns ; it had a rich screen, and canopied doorways ; and a large painted rosewindow at the east end. The walls were sumptuously adorned with pictures, shrines, and curiously wrought tabernacles; gold and silver, rubies, emeralds, and pearls glittered in splendid profusion ; and upon the high altar were heaped countless stores of gold and silver plate, and illuminated missals. The shrine of St. Erkenwald (the fourth bishop), at the back of the high altar, had' among its jewels a sapphire, believed to cure diseases of the eye. The mere enumeration of these treasures fills twenty-eight pages of Dugdale's folio history of the Cathedral. King John of France offered at St. Erkenwald's shrine; King Henry III. on the feast of St. Paul's Conversion, gave 1500 tapers to the church, and fed 15,000 poor in the garth, or close. There are several notices of miracles said to have been wrought in St. Paul's at " a tablet," or picture, set up by Thomas Earl of Lancaster, who, after his execution at Pontefract, was reckoned a martyr by the populace. The tablet was removed by royal order, but replaced a few years later. At the base of one of the pillars was sculptured the foot of Algar, the first prebendary of Islington, as the standard measure for legal contracts in land, just as Henry I., Eichard 1., and John, furnished the iron ell by their arms. On the north side of the choir, " on whose monument hung his proper helmet and spear, as also his target covered with horn " (Ifugdale), stood the stately tomb of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, and Blanche, his first wife. In St. Dunstan's chapel was the fine old tomb of Henry Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, from whom Lincoln's Inn derives its name. In the middle aisle of the nave stood the tomb of Sir John Beauchamp, constable of Dover Castle, and son to Guy Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick. Between tbe choir and south aisle was a noble monument to Sir Nicholas Bacon, father of Lord Chancellor Bacon ; and " higher than the post and altar," (Bishop Corbet), between two columns of the choir, was the sumptuous monument of Sir Christopher Hatton ; and near it was a tablet to Sir Philip Sidney, and another to his father-in-law, Sir Francis Walsingham, The stately appearance of Hatton's monument and the plainness of Walsingham's and Sidney's tablets, gave rise to this epigram by old Stow : — "Philip and Francis have no tomb, For great Sir Christopher takes all the room."

  
    106 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. In the south aisle of the choir were the tombs of two of the Deans ; Colet the founder of Paul's school, a recumbent skeleton ; and Dr. Donne, the poet, standing in his stony shroud : the latter is preserved in the crypt of the present Cathedral. In a vault, near John of Gaunt's tomb, was buried Van Dyck ; but the outbreak of the wars under Charles I., prevented the erection of any monument to his memory. The state obsequies were a profitable privilege of the Cathedral : the choir was hung with black and escutcheons ; and the herses were magnificently adorned with banner-rolls and other insignia of vainglory. The floor of the church was laid out in walks : " the south alley for usurye and poperye; the north for simony and the horse-fair; in the midst for all kinds of bargains, meetings, brawlings, murthers, conspiracies, &c." The middle aisle, " Pervyse of Paul's," or " Paul's Walk," was commonly called " Duke Humphrey's Walk," from Sir John Beauchamp's monument, unaccountably called " Duke Humphrey's Tomb," being the only piece of sculpture here ; and as this walk was a lounge for idlers and hunters after news, wits and gallants, cheats, usurers, and knights of the post, dinnerless persons who lounged there were said to dine with Duke Humphrey. Here " each lawyer and serjeant at his pillar heard his client's cause, and took notes thereof upon his knee." (Dugdale's Orig. Jurid.) Here masterless men, at the Si quis door, set up their bills for service. Here the font was used as a counter for payments. Here spur money was demanded by two choristers from any person entering the Cathedral during divine service with spurs on. Hither Fleetwood, Recorder of London, came " to learn some news" to convey by news-letter to Lord Burghley. Ben Jonson has laid a scene of his Every Man out of his Humour in "the middle aisle in Paule's;" Captain Bobadil is a " Paul's man f and Falstaff bought Bardolph in Paul's. Greene, in his Theeves Falling Out, Sfc., says : " Walke in the middle of Paul's, and gentlemen's teeth walk not faster at ordinaries, than there a whole day together about enquiry after news." Bishop Earle, in his Microcosmographia, 1629, says : " Paul's Walk is the Land's Epitome, or you may call it the lesser He of Great Brittaine. * * * * The noyse in it is like that of Bees, in strange hummings or buzze, mixt of walking, tongues, and feet; it is a kind of still roare, or loud whisper." It was a common thoroughfare for porters and carriers, for ale, beer, bread, fish, flesh, fardels of stuff, and " mules, horses, and other beasts ;" drunkards lay sleeping on the benches at the choir-door ; within, dunghills were suffered to accumulate ; and in the choir people walked " with their hatts on their heddes." Dekker, in his Gull's Hornbook, tells us that the church was profaned by shops, not only of booksellers, but of other trades, such as " the semster's shops," and " the new tobacco office." So great had the nuisances become, that the Mayor and Common Council in 1554, prohibited, by fine, the use of the church for such irreverent purposes. The desecration of the exterior of the church was more abominable. The chantry and other chapels were used for stores and lumber, as a school and a glazier's workshop ; parts of the vaults were occupied by a carpenter, and as a wine-cellar ; and the cloisters were let out to trunkmakers, whose " knocking and noyse" greatly disturbed the church-service. Houses were built against the outer walls, in which closets and window-ways were made : one was used " as a play-house," and in another the owner " baked his bread and pies in an oven excavated within a buttress ;" for a trifling fee, the bell-ringers allowed wights to ascend the tower, halloo, and throw stones at the passengers beneath. The first recorded Lottery in England was drawn at the west door in 1569. Dekker describes " Paul's Jacks," automaton figures, which struck the quarters, on the clock. We read, too, of rope-dancing feats from the battlements of St. Paul's exhibited before Edward VI., and in the reign of Queen Mary, who, the day before her coronation, also witnessed a Dutchman standing upon the weathercock of the steeple, waving a five-yard streamer ! Another marvel of this class was the ascent of Bankes, on his famous horse Marocco, to the top of St. Paul's, in the year 1600, to the delight of " a number of asses" who brayed below. The steed was " a middlesized bay English gelding," and Bankes was a vintner in Cheapside, and had taught his horse to count and perform a variety of feats. When the novelty had somewhat lessened in London, Bankes took his wonderful horse to Paris, and afterwards to

  
    CHURCHES— ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL. 107 Rome. " He had better have stayed at home, for both he and his horse (which was shod with silver) were burnt for witchcraft." (Ben Jonson's Epigrams.) Shakspeare alludes to " the dancing horse" (Lovefs Labour Lost) ; and in a tract called Maroccus Lxtaticus, qto., 1595, there is a rude woodcut of the unfortunate juggler and his famous gelding. — Cunningham's Handbook. Several attempts were made to restore the Cathedral ; and money, Stow says, was collected for rebuilding the steeple ; but no effectual step for the repairs was taken until 1633, when Inigo Jones, to remove the desecration from the nave to the exterior, built, it is stated at the expense of Charles I., at the west end, a Corinthian ^portico of eight columns, with a balustrade in panels, upon which he intended to have placed ten statues : this portico was 200 feet long, 40 feet high, and 50 feet deep; but its classic design, affixed to a Gotbic church, must be condemned, unless it be considered as an instalment of a new cathedral. Laud was then Bishop of London. The sum collected was 101,3302. ; and the repairs progressed until about one-third of the money was expended, in 1642, when they were stopped by the contests between Charles and his people : the funds in hand were seized to pay the soldiers of the Commonwealth, and Old St. Paul's was made a horse-quarter for troops. Shortly after the Restoration, the repairs were resumed under Sir John Denham ; and " that miracle of a youth," Wren, drew plans for the entire renovation. A commission was appointed, but before the funds were raised, the whole edifice was destroyed in the Great Fire : — "The daring flames peep'd in, and saw from far The awful beauties of the sacred quire; But since it was profan'd by civil war, Heav'n thought it fit to have it purg'd by fire." Dryden's Annus Mirabilis. Evelyn thus records the catastrophe :— "I was infinitely concerned to find that goodly church, St. Paul's, now a sad ruin, and that beautiful portico (for structure, comparable to any in Europe) now rent in pieces, flakes of vast stone split asunder, but nothing remaining entire but the inscriptions, showing by whom it was built, which had not one letter defaced. It was astonishing to see what immense stones the heat had in a manner calcined, bo that all the ornaments flew off, even to the very roof, where a sheet of lead covering a great space was totally melted. The lead over the altar at the east end was untouched, and among the monuments the body of one bishop remained entire." According to Dugdale, this was the corpse of Bishop Braybrooke, which had been inhumed 260 years, being " so dried up, the flesh, sinews, and skin cleaving fast to the bones, that being set upon the feet it stood as still as a plank, the skin being tough like leather, and not at all inclined to putrefaction, which some attributed to the sanctity of the person offering much money." In the Great Fire the church was reduced to a heap of ruins ; and books valued at 150.000Z., which had been placed in St. Faith's (the crypt) for safety by the stationers of Paternoster-row, were entirely destroyed. After the Fire, Wren removed part of the thick walls by gunpowder, but most he levelled with a battering-ram ; some of the stone was used to build parish churches, and some to pave the neighbouring streets. Tradition tells that Serjeants' Inn, Fleet-street, being then ecclesiastical property, was not forgotten in the distribution of the remains of Old St. Paul's ; and there remained to our day a large number of blocks of Pur beck stone, believed to have formed part of the old Cathedral. The west end of the old church was not taken down till 1686. In the same year a great quantity of old alabaster was beaten into powder for making cement. Those fragments were, doubtless, monumental effigies or other ornaments of the old church. In 1688 the tower was pulled down, and 162 corpses taken from its cemetery and reburied at the west end of the old foundation, at 6c?. each. ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL. NEARLY eight years elapsed after the Great Fire ere the ruins of the old Cathedral were cleared from the site. Meanwhile, Wren was instructed " to contrive a fabric of moderate bulk, but of good proportion; a convenient quire, with a vestibule and porticoes, and a dome conspicuous ahove the houses." A design was accordingly prepared, octagonal in plan, with a central dome and cupolettas, and affording a vast
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    103 CUBIOSITIES OF LONDON. number of picturesque combinations, as shown in the model, preserved to this day. It is of wood, and some 10 feet in height to the summit of the dome ; it is thus large enough to walk bodily into it. Wren aimed at a design antique and well studied, conformable to the best style of the Greek and Koman architecture. The model is accurately wrought, and carved with all its proper ornaments, consisting of one order, the Corinthian only. The model, after the finishing of the new fabric, was deposited over the Morning Prayer Chapel, on the north side. Wren's model had neither side aisles nor oratories, though they were afterwards added, because as Spence, in his Anecdotes, imagines, the Duke of York (James II.) considered side aisles would be an absolute, necessity in a cathedral where he hoped the Romish ritual would soon be practised.* These innovations sadly marred the uniformity of the original design, and when decided upon, drew tears of vexation from the architect. He was paid 160 guineas only for the model. The Surveyor next devised " a cathedral form, so altered as to reconcile, as near as possible, the Gothic to a better manner of architecture ;" which being approved, Charles II. issued his warrant for commencing the works May 1, 1675. In digging the foundation, a vast cemetery was discovered, in which Britons, Romans, and Saxons had been successively buried ; and on digging deeper, marine shells were found, thus proving that the sea once flowed over the site of the jyesent cathedral. Wren did not, however, "  — -"' find any remains to support Relative positions of the Old and Xew Cathedrals. t]ie tradition of a Roman temple to Diana having once occupied this spot. The accompanying ground-plan shows the relative positions of the Old and New Cathedrals. The first stone of the new church was laid June 21, 1675, by the architect and his lodge of Freemasons ; and the trowel and mallet then used are preserved in the Lodge of Antiquity, of which Wren was master. The mallet has a silver plate let into the head ; and it bears this inscription : — " By Order of the M. W. the Grand Master, His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, &(?., &c, and W. Master of the Lodge of Antiquity, and with the Concurrence of the Brethren of the Lodge, this plate has been engraved and affixed to this Malikt. A.L. 5831, A.D. 1827. To commemorate that this, being the same Mallet with which His Majesty King Charles the Skcokd levelled the foundation Stone of St. Paul's Cathedral, A.L. 5677, A.D. 1673, was presented to the Old Lodge of St. Paul's, now the Lodge of Antiquity, acting by immemorial Constitution. Bx Brother Sir Christopher Wren, R.W.D.G.M., Worshipful Master of the Lodge, and Architect of that Edifice." Portland stone had been selected, principally on account of the large scantlings procurable from those quarries, and yet no blocks of more than four feet in diameter could be procured. This led to the choice of two orders of architecture, with an attic story like that of St. Peter's at Rome, that the just proportions of the cornice might be preserved. In commencing the works, Wren accidentally set out the dimensions of the dome upon a piece of a gravestone inscribed Resurgam (I shall rise again) ; which propitious circumstance is commemorated in a Phoenix rising from the flames, with the motto Resurgam, sculptured by Cibber in the pediment over the southern portico. In 1678 Wren set out the piers and pendentives of the dome.

    [image: Image 3]
  
    CHURCHES— ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL. 109 During the building, the Commissioners, with Sir Christopher Wren, issued the following veryproper order : — " Whereas, among labourers, &c., that ungodly custom of swearing is too frequently heard, to the dishonour of God and contempt of authority ; and to the end, therefore, that such impiety may be utterly banished from these works intended for the service of God and the honour of religion, it is ordered that customary swearing shall be sufficient crime to dismiss any labourer that comes to the call; and the clerk of the works, upon sufficient proof, shall dismiss them accordingly. And if any master, working by task, shall not upon admonition, refrain this profanation among his apprentices, servants, and labourers, it shall be construed his fault, and he shall be liable to be censured by the' Commissioners. Dated 26th September, 1695." By 1685, the walls of the choir and its side aisles, and the north and south semicircular porticoes, were finished ; the piers of the dome were also Drought up to the same height. On Dec. 2, 1697, the choir was opened on the day of Thanksgiving for the peace of Ryswick, when Bishop Burnet preached before King William. On Feb. 1, 1699, the Morning Prayer Chapel, at the north-west angle, was opened; and in 1710 the son of the architect laid the last stone — the highest slab on the top of the lantern. There is a strange story of a conspiracy against Queen Anne, who was to have been crushed to death in St. Paul's ; the screws of some part of the building being loosened beforehand for the purpose, and intended to be removed when she should come to the Cathedral, and thus overwhelm her in the fall. Notices of this imaginary plot will be found in Boyer's Annals of Queen Anne, Nov. 9, 1710, and in Oldmixon's Hist, of England, f. 452. The latter states, that "Mr. Secretary St. John had not been long in office before lie gave proofs of his fitness for it, by inserting an advertisement in the Gazette of some evil-designing persons having unscrewed the timbers of the west roof of the cathedral. Upon this foundation, Mrs. Abigail Masham affirmed that the screws were taken away that the cathedral might tumble upon the heads of the Court on the Thanksgiving-day, when it was supposed her Majesty would have gone thither. But upon inquiry, it appeared that the missing of the iron pins was owing to the neglect of some workmen, who thought the timber sufficiently fastened without them ; and the foolishness, as well as malice, of this advertisement made people more merry than angry." Thus, the whole edifice was finished in thirty-five years; under one architect, Sir Christopher Wren ; one master-mason, Mr. Thomas Strong ; and while one Bishop, Dr. Henry Compton, occupied the see. For his services, Wren obtained, with difficulty, 200?. per annum ! " and for this," said the Duchess of Marlborough, " he was content to be dragged up in a basket three or four times a week." The fund raised for the rebuilding amounted, in ten years, to 216,000?.; a new duty laid on coals for this purpose produced 5000?. a year ; and the King contributed 10,000?. annually. Exterior. — St. Paul's occupies very nearly the site of the old Cathedral, in the centre and most elevated part of the City ; though its highest point, the cross, is 36 feet lower than the Castle Tavern, on Hampstead Heath. The plan of the Cathedral is a Latin cross, and bears a general resemblance to that of St. Peter's. Its length, from the east to the west wall, is 500 feet; north to south, 250 feet ; width, 125 feet, except at the western end, where two towers, and chapels beyond, make this, the principal front, facing Ludgate-hill, about 180 feet in width. The chapels are, the Morning Prayer, north; and the Consistory Court, south. The exterior generally is of two orders, 100 feet in height — the upper Composite, Ground Plan of St. Paul's Cathedral.— A. Nave. B. Great Dome. C. North Transept. D. South Transept. E. Choir.
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    110 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. and the lower Corinthian ; and the surface of the church is Portland stone, rusticated or grooved throughout. At the east end is a semicircular recess, containing the altar. At the west end, a noble flight of steps ascends to a double portico of coupled columns, twelve in the lower, Corinthian ; and eight in the upper, Composite ; terminated by a pediment, in the tympanum of which (61 feet long and 17 feet high) is the Conversion of St. Paul, sculptured in pretty high relief by Bird ; on the apex is a colossal figure of St. Paul, and on the right and left, St. Peter and St. James. Beneath the lower portico are the doors, and above them a sculptured group, in white marble, of St. Paul preaching to the Bereans. This double portico has been much censured: Wren pleaded that he could not obtain stone of sufficient height for the shafts of one grand portico ; " but," says Mr. Joseph Gwilt, " it would have been far better to have had the columns in many pieces, and even with vertical joints, than to have placed one portico above another." At the extremities of this front rise, 220 feet, two campanile towers, terminating in open lanterns, " covered with domes formed by curves of contrary flexure, and not very purely composed, though, perhaps, in character with the general facade." (Gwilt.) Each dome has a gilt pine-apple at the apex : the south tower contains the clock, and the north is a belfry ; and in the west faces are statues of the four Evangelists. At the northern and southern ends of the transepts, the lower order, Corinthian, is continued into porticoes of six fluted columns, standing, in plan, on the segment of a circle, and crowned with a semi-dome. In the upper order are two pediments, the south sculptured with the Phoenix, and the north with the royal arms and regalia ; and on each side are five statues of the Apostles. The main building ts surmounted with a balustrade, not in Wren's design, the obtrusion of which by the Commissioners caused the architect to say : " I never designed a balustrade ; ladies think nothing well without an edging." The Cathedral was scientifically secured from lightning, according to the suggestion of the Royal Society, in 1769. The seven iron scrolls supporting the ball and cross are connected with other rods (used merely as conductors), which unite them with several large bars descending obliquely to the stone-work of the lantern, and connected by an iron ring with four other iron bars to the lead covering of the great cupola, a distance of forty-eight feet; thence the communication is continued by the rainwater pipes to the lead-covered roof, and thence by lead water-pipes which pass into the earth ; thus completing the entire communication from the cross to the ground, partly through iron and partly through lead. On the clock-tower a bar of iron connects the pine-apple at the top with the iron staircase, and thence with the lead on the roof of the church. The bell-tower is similarly protected. By these means the metal used in the building is made available as conductors ; the metal employed merely for that purpose being exceedingly small in quantity. — (Times, Sept. 8, 1842, abridged.) The height to the top of the cross is thrice the height of the roof, or 365 feet from the ground, 356 from the floor of the church, and 375 from that of the crypts. In most accounts the height is stated 404 feet, which may be taken from the bottom of the foundations, or the level of the Thames. In height it stands third, exceeding the Pantheon by 70 feet ; about equalling St. Sophia, but falling short of the Florence cupola by 50 feet, and of St. Peter's by 150. — Weale's London, p. 186. The following account of the constructive details is from Mr. Joseph Gwilt's Lncyclopadia of Architecture : — " The entrances from the transepts lead into vestibules, each communicating with the centre, and its aisles formed between two massive piers and the walls at the intersections of the transepts with the choir and nave. The eight piers arc joined by arches springing from one to the other, so as to form an octagon at their springing points ; and the angles between the arches, instead of rising vertically, sail over as they rise and form pendentives, which lead, at their top, into a circle on the plan. Above this a wall rises in the form of a truncated cone, which, at the height of 168 feet from the pavement, terminates in a horizontal cornice, from which the interior dome springs. Its diameter is 100 feet, and it is 60 feet in height, in the form of a paraboloid. Its thickness is 18 inches, and it is constructed of brickwork. From the haunches of this dome, 200 feet above the pavement of the church, another cone of brickwork commences, 85 feet high, and 94 feet diameter at the bottom. This cone is pierced with apertures, as well for the purpose ot diminishing its weight as for distributing light between it and the outer dome. At the top it is gathered into a dome, in the form of a hyperboloid, pierced near the vertex with an aperture 12 feet in diameter. The top of this cone is 285 feet from the pavement, and carries a lantern 55 feet high, terminating in a dome, whereon a ball and (aveline) cross is raised. The last-named cone is provided with corbels, sufficient in number to receive the hammer-beams of the external dome, which is of oak, and its base 220 feet from the pavement, — its summit being level wi'h the top of the cone. In form it is nearly hemispherical, and generated by radii 57 feet in length, whose centres are in a horizontal diameter, passing through its base. The cone and the interior dome are restrained in their lateral thrust on the supports by four tiers of strong iron chains (weighing 95 cwt. 3 qrs. 23 lbs.), placed in grooves prepared for their reception, and run with lead. The lowest of these is inserted in the masonry round their common base, and the other three at different heights on the exterior of the cone. Externally, the intervals of the columns and pilasters are occupied by windows and niches, with horizontal and semicircular heads, and crowned with pediments.

  
    CHURCHES— ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL. Ill " Over the intersection of the nave and transepts for the external work, and for a height of 25 feet above the roof of the church, a cylindrical wall rises, whose diameter is 146 feet. Between it and the lower conical wall was a space, but at intervals they are connected by cross walls. This cylinder is quite plain, but perforated by two courses of rectangular apertures. On it stands a peristyle of thirty columns of the Corinthian order, 40 feet high, including bases and capitals, with a plain entablature crowned by a balustrade. In this peristyle, every fourth intercolumniation is filled up solid, with a niche, and connexion is provided between it and the wall of the lower cone. Vertically over the base of that cone, above the peristyle, rises another cylindrical wall, appearing above the balustrade. It is ornamented with pilasters, between which are two tiers of rectangular windows. From this wall the external dome springs. The lantern receives no support from it. It is merely ornamental, differing entirely in that respect from the dome of St. Peter's. Externally the dome is of wood, covered with lead; at its summit is The Golden Gallery (with gilt railing), where the lantern commences. " The interior of the nave and choir are each designed with three arches longitudinally springing from piers, strengthened, as well a3 decorated, on their inner faces by an entablature, whose cornice reigns throughout the nave and church. Above this entablature, and breaking with it over each pilaster, is a tall attic, from projections on which spring semicircular arches which are formed into arcs doubleaux. Between the last, pendentives are formed, terminated by horizontal cornices. Small cupolas of less height than their semi-diameter, are formed above these cornices. In the upright plane space on the ■walls above the main arches of the nave, choir, and transepts, a clerestory is obtained over the attic order, whose form is generated by the rising of the pendentives." Mr. Wightwick, in a paper read to the Institute of British Architects, says : — " It was by command of the Popish Duke of York, that the north and south chapels, near the western end, were added, to the reduction of the nave aisles, and the lamentable injury of the return fronts of the two towers, which therefore lost in apparent elevation, by becoming commingled with pieces of projecting facade on the north and south sides. Thus were produced the only defects in the longitudinal fronts of the church. The independence of the towers is destroyed ; their vertical emphasis obliterated ; and a pair of excrescences is the consequence which it were well to cut away. All that could be done to diminish the evil was accomplished; but no informed eye can view the perspective of the Cathedral from the north-west or south-west, without seeing how no architect, who only admitted a •variety of uniformities,' could have intentionally formed a distinct component in an exterior of otherwise uniform parts, by a tower having only one wing, and that, too, flush with its face ! With this exception, the general mass of the cathedral is faultless, i.e., as the result of a conciliation between the architect's feeling for the Roman style, and his compelled obedience to the shape prescribed. With this consideration the grand building under notice must be judged. This it is which excuses the application of the upper order as a mere screen to conceal the clerestory and flying buttresses ; for it must be admitted that uninterrupted altitude of the bulk, in the same plane, is absolutely necessary to the substructure of the majestic dome, which is indeed the very crown of England's architectural glory. The four projections which fill out the angles formed by the intersecting lines of the cross, finely buttress up the mountain of masonry above ; and the beautiful semicircular porticoes of the transepts still further carry out the sentiment of stability. " As to the dome in itself, it stands supreme on earth. The simple stylobate of its tambour ; its uninterrupted peristyle, charmingly varied by occasionally solid intervening masonry, so artfully masking the buttress-work as to combine at once an appearance of elegant lightness with the visible means of confident security ; all these, with each subsequently ascending feature of the composition, leave us to wonder how criticism can have ever spoken in qualified terms of Wren's artistic proficiency. "The western front must be criticised as illustrating, in great measure, a Gothic idea Romanized. Instead of twin spires (as at Lichfield), we have two pyramidal piles of Italian detail ; instead of the high-pointed gable between, we have the classic pediment, as lofty as may be ; the coupled columns and pilasters answer to the Gothic buttresses ; and a minute richness and number of parts, with picturesque breaks in the entablatures (though against the architect's expressed principles), are introduced in compliance with the general aspect and vertical expression of the Gothic facade." The ascent to the Whispering Gallery is by 260 steps ; to the outer, or highest Golden Gallery, 560 steps : and to the Ball, 616 steps. The Library, in the gallery over the southern aisle, was formed by Bishop Compton, whose portrait it contains. Here are about 7000 volumes, besides some manuscripts belonging to Old St. Paul's. The room has some fine brackets, and pilasters with flowers, exquisitely carved by Gibbons ; and the floor consists of 2300 pieces of oak, parquetted, or inlaid without nails or pegs. At the end of this gallery is a Geometrical Staircase, of 110 steps, built by Wren, for private access to the Library. In crossing thence to the northern gallery, a fine view is gained of the entire vista of the Cathedral from west to east. You then reach the Model Room, where are Wren's first design for St. Paul's, and some of the tattered flags formerly suspended beneath the dome. Keturning to the southern gallery, a staircase leads to the south-western campanile tower, where is the Clock Room. The Clock is remarkable for the magnitude of its wheels, and fineness of works, and cost 300L It was made by Langley Bradley in 1708 : it has two dial-plates, one south, the other west ; each is 51 feet in circumference, and the hour-numerals are 2 feet 2\ inches in height. The minute-hands are 9 feet 8 inches long, and weigh 75 lbs. each ; and the hour-hands are 5 feet 9 inches long, and weigh 44 lbs. each. The pendulum is 16 feet long, and the bob weighs 180 lbs. ; yet it is suspended by a spring no thicker than a shilling : its beat is 2 seconds — a dead beat, 30 to a minute, instead of 60.

  
    112 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. The Clock, " going eight days," strikes the hour on the Great Bell* suspended about 40 feet from the floor : the hammer lies on the outside brim of the hell ; it lias a large head, weighs 145 lbs., is drawn by a wire at the back part of the clockwork, and falls again by its own weight upon the bell. The clapper weighs 180 lbs. The hour struck by this clock has been heard, in the silence of midnight, on the terrace of Windsor Castle. {See p. 45.) Below the Great Bell are two smaller bells, on which the clock strikes the quarters : the larger of these weighs 24 cwt. 2 qrs. 25 lbs. : the smaller, 12 cwt. 2 qrs. 9 lbs. The northern tower contains the bells tolled for prayers. The Whispering Gallery is reached by returning towards the dome, and again ascending. Here a low whisper, uttered on one side, may be distinctly heard at the opposite side, of the gallery. The phenomenon is thus explained by Dr. Paris : — " M shows the situation of the mouth of the speaker, and E that of the ear of the hearer. Now since sound radiates in all directions, a part of it will proceed directly from M to E, while other rays of it will proceed from M to u, and from M to z, &c. ; but the ray that impinges upon « will be reflected to E, while that which first touches z will be reflected to y and from thence to E ; and so of all intermediate rays, which are omitted in the figure to avoid confusion. It is evident therefore, that the sound at E will be much stronger than if it had proceeded immediately from M without the assistance of the dome ; for, in that case, the rays at z and u would have proceeded in straight lines, and consequently could never have arrived at the point E." — Philosophy in Sport made Science in Earnest, p. 310. The organ, built by Bernard Schmydt, in 1694, at a cost of 2000?., was originally placed upon the wrought-iron screen which separates the choir from the nave, where it marred the full effect of the imposing architectural merits of the edifice. From Dr. Rimbault's clever book on The Organ we learn that Sir Christopher Wren himself was averse from placing it over the screen. There it is stated : — " In consequence of the reputation which ' Father Smith' had acquired by these instruments, he was made choice of to build an organ for St. Paul's Cathedral, then in the course of erection. A place was accordingly fitted up for him in the Cathedral to do the work in, but it was a long time before he could proceed with it, owing to a contention between Sir Christopher Wren and the Dean and Chapter. Sir Christopher Wren wished the organ to be placed on one side of the choir, as it was in the old Cathedral, that the whole extent and beauty of the building might be had at one view. The Dean, on the contrary, wished to have it at the west-end of the choir ; and Sir Christopher, after using every effort and argument to gain his point, was at last obliged to yield. Smith, according to his instructions, began the organ, and when the pipes were finished found that the case was not spacious enough to contain them all; and Sir Christopher, tender of his architectural proportions, would not consent to let the case be enlarged to receive them, declaring the beauty of the building to be already spoilt by the box of whistles." Steele suggested, in a paper in the Spectator, that the organ should be placed over the great west entrance, and be constructed on so majestic a scale as to resound throughout the whole of the Cathedral. It has been removed to the first arch from the altar on the north side of the choir, the position chosen by Wren himself, as shown in a drawing lately discovered, and preserved among the Cathedral records. This instrument, though deservedly regarded as a chef-d'oeuvre at the time of its completion, was singularly deficient in most of the mechanical appliances for an easy and effective performance now in vogue in organs of comparatively recent date. An enormous organ, built for the Alhambra, Leicester-square, has also been placed in the south transept : it is intended for the use of the Special Evening Services, and the Annual Services under the dome. The Monuments (exceeding forty) have been for the most part voted by Parliament in honour of naval and military officers j there are a few also to authors and artists, and philanthropists. But, in general, while civil eminence has been commemorated in Westminster Abbey, St. Paul's has been made a Pantheon for our heroes. At the entrance of the choir is a colossal statue of John Howard, with an inscription by Samuel Whitbread, this being the first monument erected in the church (1796) ; at a corresponding point is a colossal statue of Dr. Johnson, the inscription by Dr. Parr : both statues are by Bacon, R.A. : Howard with his keys, is often mistaken for St. * The New Great Tom of Lincoln, cast in 1834, is 6 cwt. heavier than the Great Bell of St. Paul's. Its tone is generally considered to be about the same as that of St. Paul's, but sweeter and softer. Mr. E. B. Denison, however, "thinks St. Paul's far the best of the four large bells of England, though it is the smallest of them, being about 5 tons ; while York is 12, Lincoln b\, and Oxford 7t, which last is a remarkably bad bell."— Treatise on Clock and Watch Making, 1850.

  
    CHURCHES— ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL. 113 Peter ; and Johnson, with his scroll, for St. Paul. Near Howard is a statue of Hallam, the historian, by Theed. At opposite piers are statues of Sir Joshua Reynolds, by Flaxman, R.A., and Sir William Jones, by Bacon, R.A. Under the great choir arch is a monument to Lord Nelson, by Flaxman ; the statue is characteristic, but the figures about the pedestal are absurd. Opposite is a monument to Lord Cornwallis, by Rossi, R.A. : the Indian river gods are most admired. In the south transept are monuments to Sir Ralph Abercrombie and Lord Collingwood, by Sir R. Westmacott, R.A., and to Lord Howe, by Flaxman, R.A. ; statue of Lord Heathfield, by Rossi, R.A. ; monument to Sir John Moore, by Bacon, R.A.; statue of Sir W. Hoste, by Campbell ; and Major-General Gillespie, by Chantrey, R.A. In the north transept, the principal are monuments to Lord Rodney and to Captains Mosse and Riou, by Rossi, R.A. j Capt. Westcott, by Banks, R.A. ; Gen. Ponsonby, a graceful composition, by Baily, R.A. ; Major-Gen. A. Gore and J. B. Skerrett, by Chantrey, R.A. ; statue of Earl St. Vincent, by Baily, R.A. ; Gen. Picton, who fell at Waterloo, by Gahaghan ; Admiral Duncan, an elegant figure, by Sir R. Westmacott, R.A. ; Major-Gen. Dundas, by Bacon, R.A. ; and the Hon. Monntstuart Flphinstone, the historian of India, by M. Noble. In the south aisle of the Nave is a monument to Dr. Middleton, the first Protestant Bishop of India, by Lough ; and in the south aisle of the Choir is a kneeling figure of Bishop Heber, by Chantrey, R.A. Here also are two statues — Sir Astley Cooper, by Baily, R.A. ; and Dr. Babington, by Behnes. Opposite is a statue of Admiral Lord Lyons, by M. Noble. Two of the finest and most touching works here are Chantrey's battle-piece monuments to Colonel Cadogan, mortally wounded at the battle of Vittoria ; and Major-General Bowes, slain at the head of his men at the storming of Salamanca : these are poetic pictures of carnage closing in victory. Near the great northern entrance are statues, by G. G. Adams, of Sir Charles Napier, the hero of Scinde ; and Sir William Napier, the historian of the Peninsular War; and in the north aisle of the Nave is the memorial to Viscount Melbourne — two angels, sculptured by Marochetti. The Crypt is now used only as a place of interment. In the south aisle, on the site of the ancient high altar, is the grave of Sir Christopher Wren, covered by a flat stone, the English inscription upon which merely states that he died in 1723, aged 91 : suspended on the adjoining wall is a tablet bearing the Latin epitapb : Subtus eonditur hujus ecclesise et Urbis conditor, Christopher Wren, Qui visit annus ultra nonaginta, Non sibi sed bono publico. Lector, Si monumentum requiris, Circumspice. Obiit XXV. Feb., Anno MDCCXXIII., aetat. 91. Beneath lies Christopher "Wren, builder of this church and City, who lived upwards of ninety years, not for himself but for the public good. Reader, if thou wouldst search for his monument, look around. Next Wren's remains are those of his son; and here is a tablet in memory of his granddaughter, aged 95 : Sir Christopher was 91, and his son 97. Here are the graves of our great painters. It has been remarked : " if Westminster Abbey has its Poets' Corner, so has St. Paul's its Painters' Comer. Sir Joshua Reynolds's statue, by Flaxman, is here, and Reynolds himself lies buried here; and Barry, and Opie, and Lawrence are around him ; and, above all, the ashes of the great Van Dyck are in the earth under the Cathedral." (C E. Leslie, M.A.) On December 30, 1851, the remains of J. M. W. Turner, our greatest landscape-painter, were laid next the grave of Reynolds ; George Dance, the architect, and the last survivor of the original forty of the Royal Academy, also lies here, with Fuseli ; and the Presidents, West, and Martin Archer Shee. The grave of Dr. Boyce, next to Purcell, perhaps, the greatest English musician, is also here ; with the altar-tombs of Robert Mylne, the architect of the first Blackfriars Bridge; and John Rennie, who designed the present London Bridge. In the middle of the Crypt, under an altar-tomb, Jan. 9, 1806, were deposited the remains of the great Nelson : they were placed beneath a black marble sarcophagus made by order of Cardinal Wolsey, but left unused in the tomb-house adjoining St. (ieorge's Chapel, Windsor. It is surmounted with a viscount's coronet upon a cushion ; on the pedestal is inscribed, " Horatio Viscount Nelson." The coffin, made from part of the mainmast of the ship L' Orient, which blew up at the battle of the Nile, was I
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    114 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. presented to Nelson by his friend Ben Hallowell, captain of the Siviftsure. Nelson's Hag was to have been placed with the coffin ; but just as it was about to be lowered, the sailors who had borne it, moved by one impulse, rent it in pieces, each keeping a fragment. Lord Collingwood, as he requested, was laid near Nelson, beneath a plain altar-tomb ; and opposite lies Lord Northesk, distinguished at Trafalgar. On the day of the funeral of the great Duke of Wellington, Nov. 18, 1852, his coffin was placed on the top of the sarcophagus which covered the remains of Nelson, the coronet and cushion of the Viscount having been previously removed ; and here the coffin of the Duke remained nearly two years, inclosed by a wood casing. The Duke's coffin was then (in 1854) removed to the middle of a square chamber about forty feet eastward, almost immediately under the entrance to the choir of the church, in which compartment of the crypt no interment had previously taken place. Meanwhile, the Duke's tomb was prepared from the design of Mr. Penrose, the conservating architect of the Cathedral. The material is porphyry, from Luxalyan in Cornwall, and a huge block, originally weighing seventy tons. This has been sculptured into a grand and simple sarcophagus form. Upon one side is inscribed " Arthur, Duke of Wellington ;" and on the opposite side, " Born May, 1769 ; died Sept. 14, 1852." At each end, and upon the porphyry boss, is an heraldic cross, which, and the inscriptions, are in gold outline. The sarcophagus is placed upon a massive basement of Aberdeen granite, and at each corner is sculptured the head of a guardian lion. Within the sarcophagus is deposited the rich coffin of the Duke, and upon it the coronet and cushion, and over it the porphyry lid, hermetically sealed. The floor of this compartment of the crypt is laid with Minton's tiles ; and in each of the four angles is a candelabrum of polished red granite, surmounted by a ball, from which rise the gas-jets to light the place. As you stand at the left-hand corner, looking westward, the sarcophagus of Nelson is seen in the distance, and that of Wellington in the foreground. This view of the tombs of two of England's most illustrious heroes at one glance is impressive. In another compartment of the Crypt is deposited the State Car upon which the body of Wellington was conveyed to the cathedral at his funeral. 1. The Car and its equipments consisted of the coffin at the summit, uncovered, and upon it the cap, sword, &c. ; beneath a canopy of rich tissue, supported by halberds. 2. The bier, covered with a black velvet pall, diapered with the Duke's crest, and Field Marshal's baton across, fringed with laurel leaves, and the legend " Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord," — the whole worked in silver. 3. The platform of the car, inscribed with the names of the Duke's victories ; and at the four sides military trophies of modern arms, helmets, guns, flags, and drums, real implements, furnished by the Board of Ordnance. The whole is placed on a carriage richly ornamented with bronze figures of Fame, holding palms, panels of Fame, lions' heads, and the Duke's arms. Attached to the Car are model horses three abreast, with velvet housings embroidered with the Duke's arms. The whole was designed by the Department of Practical Art : its merits, were grandeur, solemnity, and reality : coffin, bier, trophies, and metal carriage, were all real. The public are admitted to see the tomb, and the funeral car, for a small fee, to defray the expense of gaslights and attendants. In June, 1859, the remains of General Sir Thomas Picton were removed from the burial-ground of St. George's Chapel, Bayswater-road, to St. Paul's Cathedral, and there deposited in the Crypt, nearly adjoining the tomb of Wellington. The north aisle of the Crypt is appropriated to the parishioners of St. Faith, as a place of sepulture, from whom the Dean and Chapter receive a trifling gratuity for each body there interred. Beneath the semicircular apsis are deposited all that remain of the monuments saved from the old cathedral. The Inner Dome (which Wren intended to have lined with mosaic) is plastered on the under side, and painted by Sir James Thornhill with events in the life of St. Paul : 1, His Conversion ; 2, The Punishment of Elymas the Sorcerer ; 3, Cure of the Cripple at Lystra ; 4, Conversion of the Gaoler ; 5, Paul Preaching at Athens ; 6, Burning of the Books at Ephesus ; 7, Paul before Agrippa ; 8, Shipwreck on the Isle of Melita. For these paintings Thornhill received only 40*. per square yard ! Putting on one side the vital error hi the general arrangement, whereby the endeavour is made by painting to transform the cupola into a drum of upright walls, the pictures, about 40 feet high, are works of merit, and the heads are painted with much force : the figures are each from 14 to 16 feet high. In 1853, the restoration of the plaster- work, and repainting of the pictures, were commenced by Mr. Parris,bvaidof shifting scaffolding and platforms and wire-ropes, ingeniously constructed for the purpose ; the medium used by Mr. Parris being encaustic, his own " marble medium," and the tone of the
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    CHURCHES— ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL. 115 pictures being much heightened. This labour occupied Mr. Parris three years, slung in an aerie at from 1G0 to 200 feet high. The paintings are best seen from the Whispering Gallery, by the flood of lisrht which flows from the lantern through the opening at the crown of the dome. When looking down into the church from this point, men seem but as children, and the immensity of the structure is altogether best felt. From the Whispering Gallery we ascend to The Stone Gallery, outside the base of the dome, where the gigantic height of the figures (11 feet) on the western pediment, and the outlines of the campanile towers, are very striking. There is a second outer gallery, still below the base of the dome ; and thence you ascend to The Outer Golden Gallery (regilt in 1845, at a cost of 68?.), at the summit of the dome; the Inner Golden Gallery being at the base of the lantern. Through this the ascent is by ladders, to the small dome immediately below the inverted consoles which support The Ball and Cross : ascending through the iron-work in the centre, we look into the dark Ball, which is 6 feet 2 inches in diameter, and will hold eight persons ; its weight is 5600 pounds : thence to the Cross is 39 feet ; the Cross, which is solid, is 3360 pounds weight. The Ball and Cross have been renewed, and re-gilt within thirty years from that date. In 1862 (Exhibition year), the vergers' receipts for showing the Crypt and Ball, amounted to 1160?. The View from the Outer Golden Gallery is very minute : the persons in the streets below " appear like mice ;" London seems little else than a dense mass of housetops, chimneys, and spires ; the Thames being conspicuous from its glittering surface, but the bridges appearing as dark lines across at intervals. Here, and at the higher points, in clear weather, the metropolis is seen as in a map, with the country 20 miles round. The north division of London rises gently from the Thames, to Hampstead and Highgate. On the east and west are fertile plains extending at least 20 miles, and watered by the Thames. On the south the view is bounded by the high grounds of Richmond, Wimbledon, Epsom, Xorwood, and Blackheath ; terminating in the horizon by Leith Hill, Box Hill, and the Beigate and Wrotham hills. Shooter's Hill is conspicuous eastward, and, in a more easterly direction, parts of Epping Forest and other wooded uplands of Essex. When Mr. Horner, in 1821-2, made his sketches for the Great View of London, painted at the Colosseum, he built for himself an observatory upon the Cross of St. Paul's. He describes the strange scene from this lofty summit at three o'clock in the morning as very impressive ; for here he frequently beheld " the Forest of London" without any indication of animated existence. It was interesting to mark the gradual symptoms of returning life, until the rising sun vivified the whole into activity, bustle, and business. In high winds, the creaking and whistling of the scaffolding resembled those of a ship labouring in a storm ; and once Mr. Horner's observatory was torn from its fastenings, and turned partly over the edge of the platform.* Churchyard. — The enclosed ground-plot of the Cathedral is 2 acres 16 perches 70 feet. In the area before the west front, marking the site of St. Gregory's Church, is the statue of Queen Anne, with figures, by Bird, of Britain, France, Ireland, and America, at the comers of the pedestal. Garth wrote some bitter lines upon this group : "France above with downcast eyes is seen, The sad attendant of so good a queen." Her Majesty's nose was struck off by a lunatic, about a century ago, and was not repaired for many years. The Churchyard is enclosed with a dwarf stone wall, on which is a noble iron balustrade, 5 feet 6 inches high ; there are in it seven ornamental gates, which, with the 2500 rails, weigh 200 tons 81 lbs. They were designed by M. Tijoue, and cast at Gloucester Furnace, Lamberhurst, in Kent > they cost 6d. per pound, and with other charges, amounted to 11,202/. Os. 6d. The cost of the Church * An accident somewhat more perilous befel Mr. Gwyn, when measuring the top of the dome for a section of the Cathedral. While intent on his work his foot slipped, and he slid down the convex surface of the dome until his descent was fortunately obstructed by a small projecting piece of the lead, lie thus remained until released from the impending danger by one of his assistants, who providentially discovered his awful situation.— Mr. Horner's Narrative. I 2

  
    116 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. was 736,752/. 2*. 3d. ; in all, 747,954/. 2s. 9d., equal to 1,222,437/. present money. Nine-tenths of this sum were raised by a tax on coals received into the port of London. The admission-fee originated in " the Stairs-foot Money," fixed by Jennings, the carpenter, in 1707 ; the proceeds of which were applied to the relief of those men to whom accidents happened during the progress of the works. In 1819, the sum received from visitors to the body of the Cathedral, at 2d. each, was 430/. 3s. 8c/., which vas divided among the four vergers. This fee is now discontinued. Nearly opposite the North Door of St. Paul's Churchyard is the Convocation or Chapter House of the Cathedral, where a kind of clerical parliament is summoned with every new Imperial Parliament. The Chapter is composed of a Dean and four Canons, or Prebends, 12 Minor Canons, 6 Lay Vicars, and 12 Choristers. There are 30 Prebendary Stalls, or Honorary Canonries ; they are of great antiquity, having been founded by Gregory the Great himself. Two of the brightest wits of their day, the Rev. Sydney Smith '(Peter Plymley), d. 1845, and the Rev. R. H. Barbara (Thomas Ingoldsby), d. 1845, were at the same period Canons of St. Paul's. In 1849, the Rev. H. H. Milman (the poet) was appointed Dean, an office hitherto held by the Bishop of'Llandaff for the time being. The Lord Mayor's chaplain is the preacher on all State holidays ; viz., 30th January, 29th May, 20th June, and 5th November, on the first Sunday in term, and the anniversary of the Great Fire of 1666. The State processions to St. Paul's have been very imposing. Queen Anne came yearly to return thanks for the brilliant successes of Marlborough, who carried the sword of state before Her Majesty; as did Wellington before the Prince Regent, on the day of Thanksgiving for Peace in 1814. George III. went to St. Paul's, to return public thanks for his recovery from derangement, in 1789 ; and in 1797, in Thanksgiving for naval victories. The last procession of this kind was on Nov. 29, 1820, when Queen Caroline went to St. Paul's in Thanksgiving for her deliverance from the Bill of Pains and Penalties. The Cathedral is the scene of other impressive celebrations: as the AnniversaryFestival of the Sons of the Clergy, in May, preceded by sacred music by Handel, Boyce, Atwood, and others, aided by the choirs of St. Paul's, Westminster Abbey, and the Chapel Royal. The great annual gathering of the Charity children, about 8000 in number, is held here in June, the amphitheatre of seats being erected under the great dome : the effect of the grouping of the children ranged in their rows of seats, tier above tier, with the banners of their various schools placed in order in the uppermost circle of the amphitheatre, is remarkably striking. The attendance of the Judges and other law officers, and civic authorities, is another impressive service. " For external elegance/' says Mr. Gwilt, " we know no church in Europe which exhibits a cupola comparable with that of St. Paul's ; though in its connexion with the church by an order higher than that below it, there is a violation of the laws of the art. While, notwithstanding its inferior dimensions (it would stand within St. Peter's), the external appearance of St. Paul's has been preferred by many to that of St. Peter's, it is admitted by all that the interior of the English cathedral will bear no comparison with that of the Roman. The upward view of the dome of St. Paul's, however, conveys an impression of extraordinary magnificence : though not so elevated as St. Peter's, it is still very lofty : the form of the concave, which approaches considerably nearer to that of a circle — the height being equal to a diameter and a half, while in St. Peter's it is equal to two diameters — has also been considered more beautiful than that of its rival." The crossing of Ludgate Hill by a railway viaduct interferes materially with the view of St. Paul's. Mr. Penrose, the architect, remarks : — " About 180 yards eastward of Temple Bar, the dome of St. Paul's begins to be seen, and, when fully opened out a little further on, presents a combination, unsurpassed in Europe, with the exquisite campanile of St. Martin's and the suggested access to the Cathedral by the winding street. It is true that the viaduct does not thus far hide any part of the Cathedral, but it obtrudes itself on the sight, and destroys the spectator's pleasure in the view almost as effectually. But from about 60 yards before reaching Farringdon-street it actually hides more or less of the western facade, and gives in exchange nothing but its deep sides and cavernous soffit, at least 40 feet wide."
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    CHURCHES,— WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 117 In defence of this obstruction it was objected that already the steeple of St. Martin's church on Ludgate-hill was constantly getting in the way when you wished to see the dome of St. Paul's ; which is altogether an error, as the thin proportions of the steeple, in strong contrast, add to the effect of the dome. From the east end of Bride-court, Bridge-street, you get a striking view of the dome ; as well as from the Farringdon-road. Annexed is a recapitulation of the main dimensions of the Cathedral : — ft. in. Circumference of the Cathedral  2292 0 Height of Centre, exclusive of Dome  2)0 0 Height of Nave, Choir, and Transepts  100 0 Height from floor of Crypt to top of Cross  404 0 Height from Nave pavement to top of Cross  S30 0 Height of Western Towers  220 0 Height of Western Front  133 0 Diameter of Interior Dome  100 0 Height of Dome  00 0 Height of Dome from ground-line  215 0 Diameter of opening at top of Dome  14 10J Height of Lantern Gallery  274 9 Diameter of opening at top of Upper Dome  8 0 The following are the comparative dimensions of St. Paul's and St. Peter's : E. to W. West end, Ditto, Tran- Height within. in. out. sept. to top. St. Paul's . 500 100 138 223 360 English feet. St. Peter's . 669 226 395 442 432 St. Peter's occupies an acre of  227.069 superficial feet. St. Paul's  84J025 „ The Cathedral is now in course of repair and redecoration, the funds being raised by subscription.* The organ and screen have been removed, and a new eastern transept formed. The great central area of the dome, found by experiment to be the part of the Cathedral best adapted to the voice, has been made available for Special Evening Services, and 3500 persons can there be seated in chairs. The marble pulpit under the dome, was given by his friends, as a memorial of the late Captain Fitzgerald. The church can now be warmed by Gurney stoves, placed in the crypt, whence the heated air ascends through ornamental openings in the floor. The lighting is mainly by the corona of gas which was left round the Whispering Gallery at the time of the funeral of the Duke of Wellington. The Cathedral was first lighted with g:is in 1822 ; Moore, in his Diary, says : " May 6, — Went with Lord and Lady Lansdowne, at ten o'clock, to St. Paul's, to see it lighted up with gas, for, I believe, the first time." The embellishment of the Cathedral, as originally designed by Sir Christopher Wren, will consist in filling eleven windows at the ends of the choir, nave, and transepts, with painted glass of the highest quality, uniform in style, design, and execution ; in filling'tbe spandrels of the dome, vaults, and other suitable compartments, and ultimately the dome itself, with paintings in mosaic; and generally in gilding and incrusting with coloured marbles parts of the architecture. The four great arches leading from the dome, and the vaultings of the choir, have been richly gilded. The spandrels of the dome, vaultings, and other compartments are to be filled with paintings in mosaic upon a gold ground, by Salviati ; and the series of painted windows has been commenced with two aisle windows, by Clayton and Bell, containing life-size figures of St. Peter and St. Paul. The great west window, containing the Conversion of St. Paul, the gift of Mr. Brown (of the firm of Longman and Co.), is to cost 1000Z. WESTMINSTER ABBEY. THE earliest foundation of Westminster Abbey is enveloped in obscurity, but is attributed by the early chroniclers to the British King Lucius, a.d. 184, or to King Sebert, a.d. 616, its site being then called "Thorney Island;" but it is really a * "The Fabric Fund" for keeping the building in repair, produces only 1200J. a year: there are more than 8500 square feet, or two acres, of lead work exposed to the sun, the soot, and the weather, and the bad work of the dome has demanded very extensive repairs ; there are also about 450,00') feet, or ten and a half acres, of stonework likewise exposed to the sulphureous vapours and smoke of London ; to say nothing of the interior, of which the superficial area (including crypt) is about twelve acres. A considerable portion of the fund (236J# is devoted to insuring the church from fire to the extent of 95,000/. its total value may be estimated at 1,500,000/., but damage by fire could not be done to a greater extent than, perhaps, 600,000/.

  
    118 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. peninsula of the purest sand and gravel, which may be seen in the foundations of the Abbey. The Island is named from this circumstance : " Sebert, nephew to Ethelbert, King of Kent and King of the East Saxons, having received baptism from the hands of Mellitus, who, coming over with Austin the Monk, was placed Bishop of London, pulled down a Pagan temple at a place called Thorney, from being overgrown with thorns, about two miles' distance from London, and founded upon the place a church to the honour of St. Peter." (Dean Buckland.) This church was not, however, completed until about 361 years after, by King Edgar, when it was named from being the " Min ster West of St. Paul's." It was in a decayed and almost expiring condition when King Edward the Confessor, in fulfilment of a vow he bad made during his exile from the kingdom, erected a church and abbey in a style hitherto unparalleled in English architecture, at Westminster, and, according to William of Malmesbury, the earliest Norman church in the island. King Edward gave to its treasury rich vestments, a golden crown and sceptre, a dalmatic, embroidered pall, spurs, &C, to be used on the day of the Sovereign's coronation : here our Kings and Queens have been crowned, from Edward the Confessor to Queen Victoria, and here very many of them are buried, some with and others without monuments. The Confessor lived just long enough to see his intention fulfilled. On the Festival of the Holy Innocents, Dec. 28, 1065, the new Abbey was dedicated, and the King, who died eight days afterwards, was buried by his own desire in front of the high altar in the Church of which he had just witnessed the completion. The Abbey as it now exists was for the most part rebuilt by Henry III. (a.d. 1220 to 1269), out of regard to the memory of the Confessor ; but it covers the same ground, and there are vestiges of the original building to be seen. The remains of the Confessor were removed from before the high altar to the present shrine in 1269 by Henry III. From the Fabric Rolls we gather that the outlay going on at Westminster for the King's Palace and the Abbey Church was from 20,000/. to 40.000Z. a year ; or, in fifteen years, more than half a million of our money value. A great diversity of materials was used. The early portion (Henry III.) was built with the green sand or God-stone, which gave the name to the place in Surrey ; a large portion, including the Jerusalem Chamber, was of this stone. Purbeck marble and Caen* stone were used j and in some of the old cloisters, magnesian limestone, similar to that in the New Houses of Parliament. The enormous and massive fabric stands on a level with the adjacent causeway — not having a basement story, like St. Paul's — built upon a fine close sand, secured only by its very broad, wide, and spreading foundations. From a Norman-French verse of the time of Henry III., there is no doubt that during that king's reign there existed a central tower and two others at the west end. Sir Christopher Wren distinctly stated that the commencement of a central tower existed in his time, and one of Hollar's views shows clear indications of it. As to what kind of central tower over the crossing was originally intended, Mr. Gilbert Scott, K.A., concludes, chiefly from the slightness of the exquisitely graceful piers of the central crossing, that nothing but a light fleche, after the French fashion, was ever thought of. Mr. Scott, who has so ably illustrated the architecture of the Abbey, says : — " Of the original details of the exterior it is nearly impossible to form anything like a correct idea. The whole was greatly decayed at the commencement of the last century, and was re-cased, almost throughout, with Oxfordshire stone, by Sir Christopher Wren and his successors, the details being altered and pared down in a very merciless manner : and the work, thus renewed, has again become greatly decayed. There is, in fact, scarcely a trace of any original detail of the eastern portion of the exterior left." The Bayeux tapestry shows the Abbey-church in outline. Dugdale, however, says : — " The Church, as far as rebuilt in the reign of Henry III., may be easily distinguished from the parts erected at a later period. It consists of Edward the Confessor's Chapel, the side aisles and chapels, the choir (to somewhat lower than Sir Isaac Newton's monument), and the transepts. The four pillars of the present choir, which have brass fillets, appear to finish Henry's work : the conclusion of which is also marked by a striped chalky stone, which forms the roof." — Dugdale's Monasticon, vol. i.p. 273. In 1862, it was discovered that in the south cloister wall of the Abbey the whole extent of its lower half consists of masonry of the age of Edward the Confessor. This * On the coast of France, in the neighbourhood of Caen, resides an old lady, on whose property are some valuable stone quarries, from whence the English Commissioners proposed to purchase the materials for building our Houses of Parliament. It is a curious fa*t that, by some, old records in her family, she can prove that the blocks of stone used in building our Westminster Abbey were derived from the very same source.— A Portion of the Journal of T. Bailees, Etq.
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    CHURCHES,— WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 119 stone of a.d. 1060 is uninjured to this day ; though the vaulting above, of the date of 1380, has perished considerably. Both are equally exposed to the air and to external influences. The western towers, of shelly Portland oolite, are sound. Nicholas Litlington, Abbot in the reign of Edward III., added several abbatial buildings, including the Hall; a great chamber called "the Jerusalem;" the west and south sides of the Great Cloister; and the Granary. Remains of the Jewel House, built by Richard II., exist. The walls, even to the parapets and the original doorways, are perfect ; the interior, however, has been altered to fit it for a depository of the records of the House of Lords ; the original groined vaults remain in the basement. The walls of this ancient strong house are 6 feet thick ; and the masonry, generally, is of a similar character to that of the cloisters and other vaulted substructures built by Abbot Litlington. On the bosses of the vaulting in the parts of the cloisters attributed to this abbot the initials N. L. may be traced — rendering conjecture as certain as it may be. It has lately been brought to light that the nave of the Abbey was rebuilt in 1413 by Richard Whittington and Richard Harrowden (a monk of the Abbey), to whom Henry V. issued a commission for the purpose. It has been plausibly argued by Mr. Lysons, in his recent memoir of Lord Mayor Whittington, that this personage was the very man named in the Royal Commission. The story goes that, when the King was unable to repay the sums which Whittington had advanced, the creditor magnanimously destroyed the bonds. There is every reason to believe that the old Norman Nave was left standing until that time. In 1502, Henry VII. pulled down the Chapel of the Virgin, at the east end, and replaced it with the beautiful chapel now called by his name. It was originally built with Caen stone, and was restored within the present century, but with stone now in a state of decomposition. From the first opening of the edifice until after the reign of Elizabeth, the Abbey was regarded as a safe Sanctuary : hither the Queen of Edward IV. fled with her five daughters and the young Duke of York when the crafty Richard Duke of Gloucester was plotting to seize the crown. " The Queen," says Sir Thomas More, " sate low on the rushes, all desolate and dismayed;" whilst the Thames was full of boats of Gloucester's servants, watching that no man should go to Sanctuary. On the reverse cf Edward IV., in 1470, his Queen, Elizabeth Woodville, took shelter in the Sanctuary, where, " in great penury, forsaken of all her friends," she gave birth to Edward V. The dedication of the Church to St. Peter (the tutelar saint of fishermen) led to their offerings of salmon upon the high altar ; the donor on such occasions having the privilege of sitting at the convent-table to dinner, and demanding ale and bread from the cellarer. Successive kings and abbots continued the building on the plan of Henry III., but so slowly, that the west-end towers in 1714 were unfinished ; these Sir Christopher Wren pulled down, and erected the present western towers, in Grecianized Gothic style ; he also proposed a central spire, as originally intended, for its beginnings appear on the corners of the cross, " but left off before it rose so high as the ridge of the roof." Of the old west front there is a view by Hollar, in Dugdale's Monasticon. "The Abbey Church," says Mr. Bardwell, " formerly arose a magnificent apex to a royal palace, surrounded by its own greater and lesser sanctuaries and almonries : its bell-towers (the principal one 72 feet 6 inches square, with walls 20 feet thick), chapels, prisons, gatehouses, boundary-walls, and a train of other buildings, of which we can at the present day, scarcely form an idea. In addition to all the land around it, extending from the Thames to Oxford-street, and from Vauxhall Bridge road to tho Church of St. Hary-le-Strand, the Abbey possessed 97 towns and villages, 17 hamlets, and 216 manors ! Its officers fed hundreds of persons daily ; and one of its priests (not the Abbot) entertained at his ' pavilion in Tothill' the King and Queen, with so large a party, that seven hundred dishes did not suffice for the first table; the Abbey butler, in the reign of Edward III., rebuilt at his own private expense, the stately gatehouse which gave entrance to Tothill-street, and a portion of the wall which remains to this day." — Brief Account of Ancient and Modern Wettminxter. At the Dissolution, the Abbey was resigned to Henry VIII. by Abbot Benson; and the King ordered the Church to be governed by a Dean and Prebendaries, making Benson the Dean. In 1541, the Church was turned into an Episcopal See, having Middlesex for its diocese ; but was soon again placed under a Dean and Prebendaries.

  
    120 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Mary, in 1556, dissolved this institution, and reappointed an Abbot and monies ; but Elizabeth, on her accession, placed it under a dean and 12 secular canons, as a Collegiate Church, besides minor canons, and others of the choir, to the number of SO; 10 other officers, 2 schoolmasters, 40 scholars, and 12 almsmen, with ample maintenance for all ; besides stewards, receivers, registrars, library-keepers, and other officers, the principal being the High Steward of Westminster. In the time of Cromwell, most of the revenues were devoted to the public service, but afterwards restored. As the abbots of the monastery had in former times possessed great privileges and honours annexed to the foundation, such as being entrusted with the keeping of the regalia for the coronation, &c, having places of necessary service on days of solemnity, and also exercising archiepiscopal jurisdiction in their liberties, and sitting as spiritual lords in Parliament ; so the Deans of the Collegiate Church succeeded to most of them, and still possess considerable privileges. The Chapter still have a jurisdiction, not only within the city and liberty of Westminster, but also the precincts of St. Martin's-le-Grand, first annexed to it by Henry VII. We give a precis of the most ancient remains, by Mr. Scott :— " As Westminster Abbey is about the earliest work of its kind in this country, and as the building of the first portion of it by Henry III. extended over a space of twenty-four years, i.e. from 1215 to 1269, it becomes important to ascertain how early in this period the style of its architecture can be proved to have been defined. Now, a single entry in the documents in question has for ever settled this point. 1 have before stated that the most advanced part of the work (as to style) is the Chapter-house, as that contained traceried windows of four and five lights in a very developed form ; the tracery is not confined to circles, but containing great quatrefoils, and the heads of the lights being trefoiled, which is not the case in the church. Now it would be most useful to know the exact date of these windows, for, though Matthew Paris gives 1250 as the year of commencement of the Chapter-house, it may have spread over an indefinite length of time, and the windows have belonged to twenty years after that date. Let us look then to the bills. Here we find in a roll, bearing date 37th Henry III., or 1253, and expressly called the eighth year from the beginning of the work, an item of ' 300 yards of canvas for the windows of the Chapter-house,' followed immediately by items for the purchase of glass, showing that the windows in question were completed in 1253, which I see was a year before the King, in company with St. Louis, visited the Sainte Chapelle, at Paris, which was then scarcely completed, and the style of which indicates exactly the same degree of advancement. I find also, that during the same year, the beautiful entrance or vestibule to the Chapter-house was erected." A ground-plan, which is made by the gradations of its shading to represent the several ages of each part of the structure, shows us that the Chapel of the Pyx and the whole vaulted undercroft, extending southward under the old dormitory, which is the present Westminster school-room — besides the lower story of the refectory, which forms the south side of the cloister — are remains of Edward the Confessor's work, in the Late Saxon or Early Norman style. The superficial decoration of the inner wall is, as is well known, of the most exquisite kind of Pointed Architecture— that of the reign of Henry III. Late Norman is only found in the remains of St. Catherine's Chapel, supposed to have been the Infirmary Chapel, which are visible to the east of the Little Cloister. The Choir, Chevet, and Transepts of the Abbeychurch, and the Chapter-house with its vestibule, belong to the great rebuilding undertaken by Henry III. The eastern half of the Nave, with the corresponding part of the Cloister, was built in the First Pointed manner of Edward I. Later in the same style is the south-eastern angle of the Cloisters. All the west end of the Nave, with the remainder of the Cloisters, and the Abbot's house (now the Deanery), including the famous Jerusalem Chamber, were built in the Earlier Third Pointed ; while the eastern Chapel of Henry VII., replacing the Lady Chapel of Henry III., was added in the Tudor times of the expiring Gothic. The church is remarkable as marking, first, the introduction of the French arrangement of chapels which, however, failed to take root here; and, secondly, the completed type of bar tracery, which was no sooner grafted on an English stock than it began to shoot forth in most vigorous and luxuriant growth. The Exterior of the Abbey is best viewed from a distance : the western front from Tothill-street ; the picturesque North Transept from King-street ; and the south side from College-street. St. Margaret's Church, so often condemned as a disfigurement in viewing the Abbey, renders its height much greater by contrast. "Distant peeps of the Abbey towers, springing lightly above the trees, may be caught on the rising ground of the Green-park, and from the bridge over the Serpentine; and the superior elevation of the whole Abbey is seen with great effect from the hills about Wandsworth

  
    CHURCHES— WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 121 and Wimbledon." — {Handbook, by H. Cole.) The importance of the western towers is, however, lessened by the loftier tower of the New Houses of Parliament. The North Transept, though its niches are statueless, is remarkable for its pinnacled buttresses, its triple porch and clustered columns, and its great rose-window, 90 feet in circumference — so as to have been called, for its beauty, " Solomon's porch." From the west side of this Transept, judicious restorations are in progress. At the ai ched doorway leading into the North Aisle terminates the portion of the Abbey completed by Edward 1. The Western Front bears the date of 1735 : the height of the towers (225 feet) tells nobly ; they were used as a telegraph station during the last French war. The great west window was the work of Abbot Estney, in 1498. The base of the south tower is hidden by the gable of the Jerusalem Chamber, now used as the Chapterhouse. Parallel with the Jerusalem Chamber are the College Dining Hall and Kitchen, built by Abbot Litlington. The Westminster scholars dined in the hall until the year 1839 ; in the centre fagots blazed on a circular stone hearth, the smoke finding egress through the lantern in the roof. The South Side is approached from Dean's Yard, on the east side of which an old doorway leads into a court where is Inigo Jones's rustic entrance to the school-room of the College, refounded, in 1560, by Queen Elizabeth. To the left are the old grey Cloisters, with groined arches of the fourteenth century, surrounding a grassy area — monastic solitude in contrast with the scene on the opposite side of the Church. The Ecmbrandtish lights in these cloisters are very fine ; and here the South Aisle of the Church, with its huge buttresses, is best seen. The North Cloister is distinguished by its trefoiled arches, with circles above them, of the twelfth century. The East Cloister (temp. Edward III.) is rich in flowing tracery and foliations. Here is the entrance to a chapel of the Confessor's time, and now " the Chamber of the Pyx," wherein are kept the standards used at the trial of the Pyx, the three keys of its double doors, being deposited with distinct officers of the Exchequer. The groined roofs are supported by ltomanesque or semicircular arches, and thick, short, round shafts. Eastward is the magnificent entrance to the Chapter-house, which is to be repaired under the direction of Mr. Scott. Its beauty is evident, notwithstanding its neglected condition. In the course of the works, the architect has discovered the ancient entrance to the dormitory, which he re-opened, and restored as the entrance to the library. This has enabled him to get rid of the modern entrance to the library, which was cut through the groining of this passage, leading to the vestibule of the Chapterhouse. The Interior. — The best entrance to the Abbey is through the little door into the South Transept, or Poets' Corner; whence the endless perspective lines lead into mysterious gloom. From Poets' Corner we see, almost without changing the point of sight, the two Transepts, and part of the Nave and Choir. The interior consists, as it were, of two grand stories, or series of groined arches of unequal height : a lower story, which comprises the outer aisles of the Transepts, of the Nave, and the ambulatory of the Choir : and a higher story, forming the middle aisles of the Nave, Transepts, and the Choir. The lower story mostly exhibits the remains of a series of three-headed arches or trefoil-headed arcades, resting on a basement seat : and above these arcades are pointed windows, each divided in the centre by a single mullion, surmounted by a circle. Among the marked features of the whole of the upper and inner story are the mural decorations of the spandrels of the arches ; above them, the gallery or triforium j and over this a clerestory of lofty windows. — (See Handbook, by H. Cole, pp. 45, 46.) The Interior, viewed from the western entrance, shows the surpassing beauty of the long-drawn aisles, with their noble columns, harmonious arches, and fretted vaults, " a dim religious light " streaming through the lancet windows. The general plan of the Church is cruciform : besides the Nave, Choir, and Transepts, it contains 12 chapels, the principal of which are those dedicated to St. Edward of England, to the Blessed Virgin (Henry VII.'s), the easternmost building, and those in the northern and southern sides of the building : four on the south, viz., those of St. Blaise, St. Benedict, St. Edmund, and St. Nicholas ; on the north those of St. Andrew, St. Michael, St. John the Evangelist, St. Erasmus, St. John the Baptist, and St. Paul. Of these, 10 are nearly filled with monumental tombs ; the Chapel

  
    122 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. of Henry VII. containing but the monument of its founder ; and that of St. Paul having hut one tomh. The South Transept is less decorated than its fellow on the north ; and the lower part is concealed by the Library and Chapter-house. Here, in what is appropriately termed Poets' Corner, are the graves or monuments of the majority of our greatest poets, from Chaucer to Campbell. To the right of the entrance-door is the tomb of " the Father of English Poetry " (d. 1400) : it is a dingy and greasy recess, on which may be traced with the finger Galfridus Chaucer, the only part of the inscription which was originally chiselled; the other lines have disappeared. This memorial was partly placed here in 1556, by Nicholas Brigham, a student at Oxford, and a poet, too: the altar-tomb originally covered Chaucer's remains, removed from here by Brigham, who placed over it the canopy : it is altogether in decay, but in 1850 was proposed to be restored. Nearer the door is the large monument erected by Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham, to Dryden, whose name it simply bears, witli a noble bust of him by Scheemakers. Pope wrote for the pedestal this couplet : — "This Sheffield raised : the sacred dust helow Was Dryden once : the rest, who does not know ? " Next is a wreathed urn, by Bushnell, erected by George Duke of Buckingham over Abraham Cowley, as the Latin inscription declares, the Pindar, Horace, and Virgil of England : this full-blown flattery, by Dean Sprat, greatly provoked Dr. Johnson. From Chaucer's tomb, eastward, the monuments are placed as follows : — To John Philips, who wrote The Splendid Shilling, Cider, and other poems : profile in relief, within a wreath of apple and laurel leaves. Barton Booth, the eminent actor, the original Calo in Addison's play : a bust, erected by Booth's widow. Michael Drayton, who wrote the Polyolbion : a bust on pediment, with a beautiful epitaph, attributed to Dryden ; erected at the expense of Clifford, Countess of Dorset, who also put up a monument to Edmund Spenser, author of the Faerie Queene : tablet and pediment, renewed in marble in 1778. Spenser was the second poet interred in the Abbey ; he "died for lake of bread," in King-street, Westminster, and was buried here by Devereux, Earl of Essex. Ben Jonson : medallion on the wall, by Rysbrack, after Gibbs ; " 0 rare Ben Jonson !" inscribed beneath the head. Samuel Butler, author of Hudibras : bust, placed here by Alderman Barber, the patriotic printer (see Alderman, p. 5). John Milton, buried in St. Giles's Church, Cripplegate : bust and tablet, erected by Mr. Auditor Benson, who, " in the inscription, has bestowed more words upon himself than upon Milton." Thomas Gray, buried at Stoke Pogeis : a figure of the Lyric Muse holding a medallion of the poet, by Bacon, E.A., with inscription by William Mason, Gray's biographer, who lies next : profile medallion, with inscription by Bishop Hurd. Matthew Prior : bust by Coysevox, presented to Prior from Louis XIV. ; and statues of Thalia and Clio, by Rysbrack. St. Evremond, the French Epicurean wit : bust and tablet ; and below it, profile medallion, by Chantrey, P. A., of Granville Sharp, Negro Slavery Abolitionist, erected by the African Institution of London. Thomas Shadwell, poet-laureate early in the reign of William III., buried at Chelsea : but crowned with bays, above Prior's monument. Christopher Anstey, author of the New Bath Guide : tablet on the next column ; and at the back of St. Evremond's monument, a tablet to Mrs. Pritchard, the eminent tragic actress. William Shakspeare: the subscription monument; a statue by Scheemakers, after Kent, with absurd and pedantic accessories : the lines on the scroll are from the play of the Tempest. James Thomson, buried in Richmond (Surrey) Church : statue, paid for by a subscription edition of his Seasons, &c, in 1762. Nicholas Rowe, dramatist and poet-laureate (George I.), and his daughter Charlotte : busts by Rysbrack ; inscription by Pope. John Gay, who wrote the Beggars' Opera: winged boy and medallion portrait, erected by the Duke and Duchess of Queensbury : the scoffing couplet, " Life's a jest," is Gay's own unworthy composition ; the lines beneath it are by Pope. Oliver Goldsmith, poet, dramatist, and essayist : medallion by Nollekens, R.A., over doorway to the Chapel of St. Blaise ; the place chosen by Sir Joshua Reynolds ; the Latin inscription written by Dr. Johnson. John Duke of Argyll : statues of the warrior and orator as a Roman, with History, Eloquence, Britannia, &c, by Roubiliac : Canova said of the figure of Eloquence : " This is one of the noblest
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    CHURCHES,— WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 123 statues I have seen in England." George Frederick Handel, the great musician : statue, heneath a winged harper and stupendous organ ; the last work of Roubiliac, who took the mould from Handel's face after death. Above the niche is a record of the " Commemoration," in 1784 ; the gravestone is beneath. Joseph Addison, buried in Henry YII.'s Chapel: a poor statue on pedestal, by Westmacott, R.A. Addison's visits here are ever to be remembered -. " When I am in a serious humour," writes he, " I very often walk by myself in Westminster Abbey, where the gloominess of the place, and the use to which it is applied, with the solemnity of the building, and the condition of the people who lie in it, are apt to fill the mind with a kind of melancholy, or rather thoughtfulness, that is not disagreeable." Isaac Barrow, " the unfair preacher," temp. Charles II. : bust and tablet. Sir Richard Coxe, Taster (of food) to Queen Elizabeth and James I. : marble tablet. Isaac Casaubon, the learned editor of JPersius and Polybius : marble monument. Camden, the great English antiquary, and a Master of Westminster School : half-length figure ; buried before St. Nicholas's Chapel. David Garrick, the eminent actor: statue, with medallion of Shakspeare; a coxcombical piece of art. The most remarkable gravestones in the South Transept are those of Richard Cumberland, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, Samuel Johnson, and David Garrick and his wife ; " Thomas Parr, of ye county of Sallop, born in a.b. 1483. He lived in the reignes of ten princes, viz., King Edward IV., King Edward V., King Richard III., King Henry VII., King Henry VIII., King Edward VI., Queen Mary, Queen Elizabeth, King James, and King Charles ; aged 152 years, and was buryed here Nov. 15, 1635 ;" Sir William Chambers, architect of Somerset House ; R. Adam, architect of the Adelphi; John Henderson, the actor; James Macpherson, Esq., M.P. (Ossian Macpherson) ; William Gifford, critic ; Davenant (inscribed, " 0 rare Sir William Davenant !"), in the grave of Thomas May, the poet, whose body was disinterred, and his monument destroyed, at the Restoration ; Francis Beaumont, " Fletcher's associate ," and Sir John Denhaui, K.B., author of Cooper's Hill. Near Shakspeare's monument is a bust, by Weekes, of Robert Southey, poetlaureate (buried in Crosthwaite Church, Keswick) ; and next is the gravestone over Thomas Campbell, author of the Pleasures of Hope, with an exquisite statue of the poet, by W. C. Marshall. Here also is a sitting statue of Wordsworth, by Theed. Large fees are paid to the Dean and Chapter for the admission of monuments : from 200/. to 300Z. for a statue, and from 150Z. to 200Z. for a bas-relief; for Lord Holland's monument, 20 feet square, 300Z. The statue of Lord Byron, by Thorwaldsen, was refused admission ; and after lying twelve years in the London Dock cellars, in 1845 it was placed in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge. " The power of granting or refusing permission to erect monuments in the Abbey rests exclusively with the Dean, except when the House of Commons, by a vote and grant of public money, takes the matter out of his hands. The Dean invariably refuses to allow the erection of statues, as encroaching on space which ought to belong to worshippers, and is already unduly encumbered with stone and marble." Over the grave of Lord Maoaulay is placed a tablet, with the following simple inscription : " Thomas Babington, Lord Macanlay, born at Rothley Temple, Leicestershire, October 25, 1800. Died at Holly Lodge, Campden-hill, December 28, 1859. ' His body is buried in peace, but his name liveth for evermore.' " On the end of the gallery, westward, are the remains of a supposed fresco, a White Hart, " couchant, gorged with a gold chain and coronet," the device of Richard II. The Chapel of St. Blaise, or the Old Revestryr, which occupies the space between the South Transept and the Vestibule, leading from the Cloisters to the Chapterhouse, is known to few visitors : its beautiful bit of sexpartite groining, and its mural paintings, are very curious. The Chapel of St. Blaise occupies the place of what is known at St. Alban's and elsewhere as the " slype." At the east end of the chapel are the remains of an elaborate painting of a figure holding a gridiron, supposed, therefore, to represent St. Faith ; beneath which is the Crucifixion : there is also a monk at his devotions ; and the remainder of the pointed arch is filled with red and other coloured zigzag Qrnamcnts, inscriptions, and devices ; and although the original altar has been removed, the low deration, with a peculiar circle in front, may still be traced. Immediately above the Blaise Chapel is some .Norman masonry,— a piece of the exterior of the former Abbey.

  
    124 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. From Poets' Corner (Goldsmith first mentions the felicitous name), in passing to the first Chapel may be seen, preserved under glass, the remains of an altar-painting, including a figure, probably intended for Christ ; an angel with a palm-branch on each side, and a figure of St. Peter ; considered by the late Sir C. L. Eastlake, P.R.A., to be " worthy of a good Italian artist of the fourteenth century," yet executed in England : of the costly enrichments there remain coloured glass, inlaid on tinfoil, and a few cameos and gems. The following is the order of the Chapels, only the most remarkable of their monumental Curiosities being noticed. The Chapels, both on the north and south sides are nearly alike, and architecturally in character with Henry III.'s structure : they are lighted by lofty windows, with arches enclosing circles, above which are windows within triangles, also enclosing circles. | 1 CLOISTERS I | Ground Plan of Westminster Abbey.— A. Jerusalem Cbamber. B. College Dining Hall. C. Kitchen. I). Larder. E. Ancient remains. F. Confessor's building (Pix). G. Dark Cloisters. H. Hall of Kefectory. 1. High Altar. 2. Henry V.'s Chapel. 3. Porch to Henry Vll.'s Chapel. 4. Henry VII.'s Tomb. 1. St. Benedict's Chapel. — The oldest tomb here is that of Langham, Archbishop of Canterbury (d. 1376) ; his effigies robed and mitred. 2. St. Edmund's Chapel : Tomb of William de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, and halfbrother to Henry III. (d. 1296), the effigies encased in metal — the earliest existing instance in this country of the use of enamelled metal for monumental purposes ; tomb of John of Eltham, son of Edward II., but without its beautiful canopy covering the whole with delicate wrought spires and mason's work, everywhere intermixed and adorned with little images and angels, according to the fashion of those times, supported by eight pillars of white stone, of the same curiously wrought -work (d. 1334) j alabaster figures of William of Windsor and Blanch de la Tour, children of Edward III.

    [image: Image 5]
  
    CHURCHES,— WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 125 the boy in a short doublet, the girl in a horned headdress ; portrait brasses, in the area, of Eleanora de Bohun, Duchess of Gloucester, as a nun of Barking Abbey (d. 1399), and Robert de Waldeby, Archbishop of York (d. 1397)— both the most perfeet in the Church ; alabaster figure of Lady Elizabeth Russell, long absurdly said by the guides to have died from the prick of a needle; wall monuments to Lady Jane Seymour (d. 1560) and Lady Jane Grey (d. 1553) ; black marble gravestone of Lord Herbert of Cherbury (d. 1678) ; and Sir Bernard Brocas (d. 1170), altar statue and decorated canopy. This Chapel contains altogether about twenty monuments, including one of the finest brasses in the Abbey. There are also some interesting specimens of enamelling on the well-known fine monument to Edward III., with metal statuettes on the side opposite the entrance to this chapel. These enamels are of later date (Edward III. died in 1377) and are probably of English make. 3. St. Nicholas's Chapel : Perpendicular stone screen, with quatre-foiled arches highly decorated, and embattled frieze of shields and roses, once coloured; entrance, over the grave of Sir Henry Spelman, the antiquary ; rich in Elizabethan tombs, bright with gold and colour, alabaster, touchstone, porphyry, and variegated marbles, Gothic canopies, Corinthian pillars, kneeling and recumbent figures, &c. : marble tomb of the wife of the Protector Somerset; portrait brass of Sir Humphrey Stanley, knighted by Henry VII. on Bosworth Field ; gorgeous monument of the great Lord Burghley to his wife Mildred and their daughter Anne ; costly altar-tomb of Sir George Villiers, erected for his wife, by N. Stone, cost 560/., the year before her death ; monument of Bishop Dudley, his original brass effigies gone, and the figure of Lady Catherine St. John in its place ! Here rests Katherine of Valois, Queen of Henry V., removed on the pulling down of the old Chapel of the Virgin ; her body was for nearly three centuries shown to visitors, not being re-interred until 1776. Next is the vault of the Percys, with a large marble monument, designed by Adam ; here the Dukes of Northumberland have been interred with great state; their funeral processions reaching from Northumberland House to the Abbey western door. In the Ambulatory, opposite St. Nicholas's Chapel, are the eastern side of the tomb of Edward III., and the chantry of Henry V., where Mr. Scott discovered tabernaclework and statuettes within the masonry, and niches filled with blue glass. The entire work contained, when perfect, more than seventy statues and statuettes, besides several brass figures on the surrounding railing. Looking thence, in a few square feet, we have specimens of Gothic architecture, in several of its stages, as it flourished from the time of Henry III. to Henry VII. Through a dark vestibule you ascend to 4. Henry VII.' s Chapel, consisting of a Nave and two aisles, with five chapels at the east end. The entrance- gates are of oak, cased with brass-gilt, and richly dight with the portcullis, the crown, and twined roses. The vaulted porch is enriched with radiated quatrefoils and other figures, roses, fleurs-de-lis, &c. ; Henry's supporters, the lion, the dragon, and the greyhound ; his arms and his badges : a rose frieze and embattlement. The fan-traceried pendentive stone roof of the Chapel is encrusted with roses, knots of flowers, bosses, pendants, and armorial cognizances; the walls are covered with sunk panels, with feathered mouldings ; and in a profusion of niches are statues, and angels with escutcheons ; and the royal heraldic devices, the Tudor rose and the fleur-de-lis under crowns. The edifice is lighted by eight clerestory windows. In the Nave are the dark oaken canopied stalls of the Knights of the Bath, who were installed in this Chapel until 1812 : these stalls are studded with portcullises, falcons on fetterlocks, fruit and flowers, dragons and angels; and above each still hangs the banner of its knight. In the centre of the apsis, or east end, within rich and massive gates of brass, is the royal founder's tomb : a pedestal, with the effigies (supposed likenesses) of Henry and his Queen Elizabeth, originally crowned ; the whole adorned with pilasters, relievos, rose-branches, and images, on graven tabernacles, of the Kings and patron Saints, all copper-gilt ; at the angles are seated angels. This costly tomb is the six years' work of Pietro Torrigiano, a Florentine, who received for it the large sum of 1500/. : the Perpendicular brazen screen, resembling a Gothic palace, is fine English art : it formerly had thirty-six statues, of which but six remain. The only remnant of old glass in the Chapel is a figure called Henry VII. in the east window. From Henry VII. to George II., most of the English sovereigns have been interred
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    126 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. here. Edward VI. was buried near the high altar, but is without tomb or inscription. In the North Aisle, in the same tomb, lie the Queens Mary and Elizabeth, with a large monument to Elizabeth, by Maximilian Coulte, erected by James I. * The bigot Mary rests in the Abbey Church of Westminster, but no storied monument, no costly tomb, has been raised to her memory. She was interred with all the solemn funeral rites used by the Church, and a mass of requiem, on the north side of the chapel of Henry VII. During1 the reign of her successor not the slightest mark of respect was shown to her memory by the erection of a monument ; and even at the present day no other memorial remains to point out where she lies, except two small black tablets at the base of the sumptuous tomb erected by order of King James I. over the ashes of Elizabeth aud her less fortunate sister. On them we read as follows : BEGXO CONSOBTES ET VEITA HIC OBDOEjinu-s elizabetha ET MAEIA SOKOHIS IN SPE BESTBBECTIOKIS. Sir JF. Madden; Privy-Purge Expenses of the Princess Mary, i(c. Near Queen Elizabeth's monument is an alabaster cradle and effigy of the infant daughter of James I. ; which King, with his Queen Anne, and son Prince Henry, the Queen of Bohemia, and Arabella Stuart, lie beneath. Next is a white marble sarcophagus, containing the supposed remains of Edward V. and his brother Richard, murdered in the Tower by order of their uncle, King Richard III. Near it is a recast* bent figure, by Sir R. Westmacott, R. A., of the Duke of Montpensier, brother of Louis Philippe, King of the French. Next is the grave of Addison, whose elegant and impressive essay on the Abbey Church and its monuments is inseparable from its history ; and close by is the great pyramidal monument of Addison's friend and patron, the Earl of Halifax. The headless corpse of Charles I. was buried at Windsor. The Protector was buried in Henry VII.'s Chapel, but in about two years his remains were removed. In the South Aisle was interred Charles II., " without any manner of pomp, and soon forgotten" (Evelyn). James II. has no place here; the vacant space next his brother's remains being occupied by William III. and his Queen. Anne and Prince George complete the royal occupants of the vault. In the centre of the Chapel, in another vault, are the remains of King George II. and Queen Caroline, as it were in one "receptacle, a side from each coffin having been removed by the King's direction. In the same vault rests Frederick Prince of Wales, father of George III., beside the Duke of Cumberland, the hero of Culloden. In the South Aisle is the altartomb of Margaret Countess of Richmond, mother of Henry VII., with a brass effigy by Torrigiano ; a very fine altar-tomb, with effigy, of Lord Darnley's mother, who " had to her great-grandfather King Edward IV., to her grandfather King Henry VII., to her uncle King Henry VIII., to her cousin-german King Edward VI., to her brother King James V. of Scotland, to her son (Darnley, husband of Mary Queen of Scots), King Henry I. (of Scotland), and to her grandchild King James VI. (of Scotland)," and I. of England. Here also is the tomb, with effigy, of Mary Queen of Scots, erected by Cornelius Cure for James L, who removed his mother's remains thither from Peterborough Cathedral. In the same aisle lies Monk, Duke of Albemarle, whose funeral Charles II. personally attended : the statue monument is by Kent. Here likewise are interred George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham (assassinated 1G28), and his son, the profligate Duke. Henry VII. did not live to see this Chapel finished ; but his will, dated a.d. 1509, contains orders and directions for its completion. In several parts of the walls is repeated a rebus, formed by an eye and a slip or branch of a tree, indicating the name of the founder, Islip. The Chapel had, at the beginning of the present century, been built only about 300 years ; within a period of thirty -three years no less a sum than nearly 70,000£. was spent in repairs, chiefly of the exterior.* In 1793, James Wyatt stated that the repairs, necessary and ornamental, would amount to 25.200Z. The restoration was commenced in 1810; contrary to Wyatt's estimate, it occupied thirteen years instead of three, and cost over 42.000J. The choristers had a right to levy a fine on any person who entered this Chapel with spurs : * Henry the Seventh's Chapel is built of stone from the quarries between the town of Rcigate audthe chalk hills to the north. — Webster; Oeolog. Trans,
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    CHURCHES— WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 127 Bishop Finch had to pay eighteenpencc for offending; and even the Koyal Duke of Cumberland, excusing himself with this reply, " It is only fair I should wear my spurs where they were first buckled on," complied with the custom. It was made the Chapel ofthe Knights of the Bath, May 18, 1725; the last installation occurred in 1811. On May 9, 1803, according to old custom, the King's cook met the Knights at Poets' Corner with a chopping-knife, and addressed them with these words : " If you break your oath, by virtue of my office I will hack your spurs from off your heels." 5. St. Paul's Chapel is crowded with Cinque-cento tombs, rich in marble, gilding, and colour : the tombs of Sir Thomas Bromley, Queen Elizabeth's Chancellor, hung with banners ; of Lord Bourchier, standard-bearer to Henry V. at Agincourt ; and of Sir Giles Daubney, are among the best specimens of the period. In frigid and colossal contrast with their beauty, and hiding the Raffaelesque sculptures of Henry the Fifth's chantry, is the sitting statue of James "Watt, the engineer, by Chantrey, R.A., strangely out of place in a mediaeval Church : the inscription, which contains not a word of flattery, is by Lord Brougham. Next westward you ascend a small staircase, lending to 6. Edward the Confessor's Chapel, in the rear of the high altar of the Abbey. A square of red tiles marks the site of St. Edward's altar, which was standing at the coronation of Charles II., and used as the depositary of the regalia. In the centre is the Shrine of the Confessor, erected at the expense of Henry III., and enriched with mosaic, priceless jewels, and images of gold and silver ; and bearing a Latin inscription, now almost effaced. Northward is the altar-tomb of Edward I. (d. 1307), of Purbeck marble, " scantly fynysshed :" it was opened in 1774, when the King's body was nearly entire. Next is the canopied altar-tomb of Henry III. (1272), once richly dight with glittering marbles and mosaic work of gold, and still bearing a fine brass effigies of the King. At the east end is the altar-tomb and effigies of Eleanor, Queen of Edward I. ; its beautiful iron-work, wrought by a smith at Leighton Buzzard in 1293-4, was restored in 1849. To Fabyan's time, two wax tapers had been kept burning upon Eleanor's tomb, day and night, from her burial. The statue of the Queen Eleanor is of English workmanship, by William Torel, a goldsmith, and citizen of London. There has been an attempt to prove that he was a member of the Italian family of Torelli ; but the name of Torel occurs in documents from the time of the Confessor down to the said William. When the beauty of the statue of the Queen is examined it will be understood how acceptable is this discovery : " her image most curiously done in brass, gilt with gold ; her hair dishevelled, and falling very handsomely about her shoulders ; on her head a crown, under a fine canopy, supported by two cherubim, all of brass gilt." The stone-work ofthe Queen's tomb was constructed by Master Richard de Crundale, mason, who began the Charing Cross. Above the effigy was originally a canopy of wood, made by Thomas de Hockington, carpenter. This canopy was painted by Master Walter de Durham, who also executed the paintings on the side of the tomb. Richard II. and his Queen, Anne of Bohemia, are commemorated by a tomb of Petworth marble, inlaid with latten ; the fabric cost 2507., the images 400/., and the building of the effigies of copper and latten gilt, linked hand in hand, 400 marks. Henry V., who removed Richard's remains from Langley, established a Chantry of " sad and solemn priests," for his soul's repose. The altar-tomb and chantry of Henry V. occupy the east end of the chapel; the head of the King, of solid silver, was stolen from the tomb at the Reformation. " In Harry the Fifth's time," says Sir Philip Sidney, " the Lord Dudley was his lordsteward, and did that pitiful office in bringing home, as the chief mourner, his victorious master's dead body, as who goes but to Westminster in the church may see." At the King's burial, three chargers, with their riders excellently armed, were led according to custom, up to the high altar. The iron gates were wrought in the reign of King Henry VI. The screen, flanked with two octagonal towers, is a mass of images of saints, sculptures of his coronation, and heraldic badges. A mutilated effigy of oak lies upon the tomb ; above him arc the remains ofthe armour which he offered here in thanksgiving, the saddle-tree stripped of its blue velvet housings powdered with fleur-de-lys ; the small shield, its green damask semee with lilies of France ; and that renowned sore broken helmet, its crest deeply dinted with the stroke of D'Alenenn's battle-axe that stunned him at Agincourt, when it clove away half of his golden crown. The canopies and niches, filled with statues of kings, bishops, abbots, and saints, are very fine. The archway had formerly ornamented iron gates, made by a London smith, in 1431, but now among the Abbey stores. Next, by 7. St. Erasmus's Chapel, you enter
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    128 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. 8. St. John the Baptist's Chapel, with a groined roof, coloured end wall, and sculptured arcades. Here are buried several early Abbots of Westminster. An altar-tomb, of freestone, bears the effigy of William de Colchester, wearing gold bracelets bordered with pearls and set with stones, and a gold mitre covered with large pearls, and crosses and stars of precious gems, — a rare piece of monumental costume. Here is a large Cinque-cento monument to Cary, Lord Hunsdon, first cousin and Chamberlain to Queen Elizabeth ; in the centre of the area is the altar-tomb of Thomas Cecil, Earl of Exeter, and his two wives, the second of whom refused to allow her statue to be laid in the left side space, still vacant. The alabaster monument to Colonel Edward Popham. '"oneof the Parliament Generals at sea," was the only one spared at the Restoration. Nearly all the old tombs have lost their canopies. The view from here is very picturesque and varied ; and in leaving the Chapel, the eye ranges across the north transept, and down the north aisles of the choir and nave, through a high o'erarching vista of " dim religious light,''" brightened by a gemmy lancet window. 9. Abbot Islip's Chapel is elegantly sculptured, and contains his altar-tomb, with an effigy of the Abbot in his winding-sheet. In this chapel was the Wax-work Exhibition, which originated in the olden custom of waxen figures of great persons being formerly borne in their funeral processions, then for a time deposited over their graves, and subsequently removed. Other figures were added ; the sight was called by the vulgar, " The Play of the Dead Volks," and was not discontinued until 1839. Next the Chapel is the monument to General Wolfe, by Wilton, R.A., with a lead-bronzed basrelief of the landing at Quebec, executed by Cappizoldi. We now enter the East Aisle of the North Transept, formerly divided by enriched screens into the Chapels of St. John, St. Michael, and St. Andrew. Here is the celebrated tomb of Sir Francis Vere {temp. Elizabeth), his effigy recumbent beneath a canopy on which are his helmet, breastplate, &c, supported by four kneeling knights at the four corners ; the design is said to have been borrowed from a tomb at Breda, attributed to Michael Angelo. Roubiliac was found one day with his looks fixed on one of the knights' figures; " Hush ! hush \" said he to the Abbey mason, laying his hand on his arm as he approached, and pointing to the figure, " he will speak presently." Near this tomb is Roubiliac's famous monument to Mr. and Mrs. Nightingale, where Death, as a skeleton, is launching his dart at the beautiful wife, who sinks into the arms of her agonized husband . her right arm is the perfection of sculpture : " life seems slowly receding from her tapering fingers and quivering wrist." (Allan Cunningham.) Roubiliac died the year after its erection, 1762 : this work touches every heart, but the figure of Death is too literal and melodramatic. Upon the spot, formerly the oratory of St. John the Evangelist, is a marble statue of Mrs. Siddons by Campbell j she is in her famous walking dream as Lady Macbeth. Here is also an alto-relievo, by J. Bacon, jun., to Admiral R. Kempenfeldt, drowned by the sinking of the Royal George, 1782 : " When Kempenfeldt went down With twice four hundred men." Opposite is the colossal statue of Telford, the eminent engineer, by Baily, R.A.; and a tablet to Sir Humphry Davy. Eastward is the north side of Henry the Fifth's Chantry, with his coronation ceremony, and its equestrian war-group, whose poetic grandeur of sculpture so charmed Flaxman. The shrine of Henry V. is excellently carved. The figures, which are carried along: the screen, in niches, are mostly habited in long gowns, fastened by a buckled belt, and reaching to the feet, with a cloak over them : others represent ecclesiastics ; and several of them have books. The coronation, in a square compartment, is supposed by Gough to represent the coronation of Henry V. in this church, by Thomas Arundel, Archbishop of Canterbury, and Henry Beaufort, the king's uncle. The canopies over the coronation, and nine small figures, are surmounted by devices of the swan and antelope alternately. The large cornices under the figures are likewise ornamented with swans and antelopes, collared and chained to a tree, on which is a flaming cresset light. Near to this Chantry is the tomb of Philippa of Hainault, Queen of Edward III., in the account of its cost stated to have been executed by one " Hawkin Liege, from France," though its character is Flemish. The monument consists of an altar tomb of dark marble overlaid with niches of open work in white alabaster. These niches contained thirty statuettes of different personages, connected by relationship or marriage with the queen. Nearly the whole of the tabernacle-work, though shown as perfect hi the prints of the early part of the last century, has since disappeared.

  
    CHURCHES— WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 129 Next is the highly decorated altar-tomb and effigies of Edward III., with the richest and most perfect canopy in the Abbey : it is Early Perpendicular, and elaborately carved ; six statues of Edward's children remain, of brass-gilt, set in niches ; the metal table and effigy are of latten; the head of the King is eulogized by Lord Lindsay as one of almost ideal beauty. The sword, 7 feet in length, and weighing 18 lb., and the plain rough shield of wood, coarsely lined with buckram and rough leather, recal " the mighty victor, mighty lord." The state sword and shield were carried before Edward III. in France : " The monumental sword that conquered France." — Dryden. Here, also, are three small tombs of children of Edward III., Edward IV., and Henry VII. ; likewise, a brass of John de Waltham, Bishop of Salisbury, and Lord High Treasurer, buried, by favour of Richard II., in this " Chapel of the Kings." This is parted from the Choir by a shrine of fifteenth-century work, its frieze bearing the following 14 sculptures, from the life of the last legitimate Anglo-Saxon King : 1. Prelates and nobles doing fealty to Edward the Confessor before he was born. 2. Birth of the Confessor. 3. The Confessor's Coronation. 4. The Confessor witnessing the Devil dancing on the Danegelt Tax in casks. 5. Edward admonishing the thief stealing his treasure. 6. Christ appearing to Edward. 7. Vision — King of Denmark falling into the sea. 8. Tosti and Harold's quarrel. 9. Vision — Emperor Theodosius and Cave of Seven Sleepers of Ephesus. 10. Edward giving his ring to St. John Evangelist. 11. Restoration of the Blind, by use of water in which Edward had washed. 12. St. John giving Edward's ring to Pilgrims. 13. Pilgrims returning the ring to Edward. 14. Called " Dedication of Edward the Confessor's Church." The two upper stories of the Shrine are of wainscot, and were probably erected by Abbot Feckenham, in Queen Mary's reign. The massive iron-bound oaken coffin containing the ashes of the pious Edward, within the ancient stonework, may be seen from the parapet of Henry V.'s Chapel. Two illuminations from the life of St. Edward, in the University Library, Cambridge, show — 1. One end of the Shrine in which the saint was, probably, first deposited after canonization, with the infirm persons creeping through the openings left in his tomb for this purpose. There is a pillar on either side of the Shrine surmounted by statues of St. John the Evangelist and Edward the Confessor. It is therefore probable that the two large twisted columns which we now see at the basement of the Shrine served for a similar purpose. 2. The side of the same Shrine. The lid is raised, upheld by several persons ; and four other persons, one of whom is doubtless intended to represent Gundulph, who vainly endeavoured to abstract one of the hairs of the beard, are readjusting the saint's remains. His features and beard are shown as in perfect preservation ; and there is a crown upon his head. Mr. John Gough Nichols, from diaries kept during the days of Queen Mary, shows that the body of the Confessor had been removed, and the Shrine, wholly or in part, taken down at the Dissolution, but restored in Queen Mary's time, when the present wooden Shrine, cornice, modern inscription, and painted decorations were added. Mr. Scott, however, thinks the marble substructure to have been only in part removed. There is, in Abbot Litlington's service-book in the Abbey Library, a view of the Shrine — it is feared, an imaginary one. The substructure is speckled over to represent mosaic work, but the seven arched recesses for pilgrims to kneel under, which really occupy two sides and an end, are all shown on one side ! The Shrine has on its sloped covering a recumbent figure of the Confessor. Mr. Scott opened the ground round the half-buried pillars at the west end, and found them to agree in height with those at the east, which they so much exceed in diameter ; and he recovered the broken parts of one of the eastern pillars, and refitted and refixed its numerous fragments with the help of one new piece of only a few inches in length ; so that we have now one perfect pillar. Some seven years ago, Mr. P. Cunningham found in the Accounts of the Paymaster of Works and Buildings, belonging to the Crown during the reign of King James II., the following entry : — " Paid to Mathew Bankes, for a large coffin by him made to enclose the body of St. Edward the Confessor, and setting it up in its place, in the year 1685,-6/. 28. 8d. And to William Backe, locksmith, for large hinges and rivetts, and 2 crossebarrs for the said coffin, — 21. 17*. 7d." " I have seen " (says Keepe) "a large chest or coffin, bound about with strong bands of iron, lying about the midst of the inside of this shrine, where I suppose the body of the pious Confessor may still be conserved." Keepe's work was published in 1681 ; and four years after, at the taking down of the X

  
    130 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. scaffolding, erected for the coronation of James II., a hole was either accidentally or purposely broken in the lid of the Confessor's coffin. " On putting my hand into the hole " (says Keepe) , " and turning the hones which 1 felt there, I drew from underneath the shoulder-bones a crucifix, richly adorned and enamelled, and a gold chain, twenty-four inches long." The crucifix and chain of the last but one of our Saxon kings were accepted by the last of our Stuart kings. Their destiny is, I believe, unknown. With their hacks to the screen stand the two Coronation Chairs used at the crowning of the British sovereigns. One was made by order of Edward I. to hold the Scone stone, of legendary fame, and which had been for ages the coronation seat of the Scottish kings : it is of reddish-grey sandstone, 26 by 16f inches, and \0\ inches thick. The companion chair was made for the coronation of Mary, Queen of William III. Both chairs are of architectural design : the ancient one, St. Edward's Chair, is supported upon four lions ; and both are covered with gold-frosted tissue, and cushioned, when used at coronations. Mr. Burges believes that the Chair was ornamented with painting, gilding, glass, jewels, and enamels in a similar mode as were the sedilia and retabulum. The gilding of the chair was effected by a process not hitherto detected. After the usual " gesso " was applied, and the gold laid on by means of white of egg, and the ground thus formed was still elastic, a blunt instrument was used to prick out the pattern. By the aid of a dark lantern and a strong lens, the decorations have been made out by Mr. Tracey. At the back of the chair are remains of the representation of a king there, seated on a cushion diapered with lozenges, with his feet resting on a lion. On the dexter side are traces of birds and foliage ; — on the sinister a diaper of compound quatrefoils with a different subject, such as a knight, a monster, a bird, foliage, in each quatrefoil. In the Wardrobe Accounts of Edward I.'s time there is a charge by Master Walter, the painter, for the costs and expenses incurred by him for making one step at the foot of the new chair (in which is the stone from Scotland), set up near the altar in St. Edward's Shrine in the Abbatial Church at Westminster, in pursuance of the order of the King, for the wages of the carpenter and painter for painting the same, together with making a case for covering the chair. The cost of this was 11. 19s. 7d. The coronation-stone is placed within the framework of the chair : at each end is a circular iron handle, affixed to a staple within the stone itself, so that it might be lifted up. In 1297, according to Stow, Edward I. offered at the Confessor's Shrine the chair, containing the famous stone ; and the sceptre and crown of gold of the Scottish sovereigns, which he had brought from the Abbey of Scone. The Prophetic or Fatal Stone is named from the belief of the Scots that whenever it was lost, the power of the nation would decline ; it was also superstitiously called Jacob's Pillow. The mosaic pavement of this chapel, by Abbot Ware, is as old as the Confessor's Shrine : its enigmatical designs in tesserae of coloured marbles, porphyry, jasper, alabaster, &c, are very curious. The North Transept, from its number of political memorials, is sometimes called Statesmen's Corner, in correspondence with Poets' Corner, in the South Transept. The North Transept contains some important modern monuments : such are Bacon's statue of the great Lord Chatham, with allegorical figures ; and Nollekens's large group of pyramid, allegory, and medallion, to the three Captains mortally wounded in Rodney's victory of April 12, 1782 : these are national tributes, erected by the King and Parliament. The memorials to naval commanders here are numerous, and their heroic suffering is usually narrated in medallion. Mrs. Warren and child, sometimes entitled " Charity," for pathetic treatment has few rivals in modern sculpture ; it is by Sir R. Westmacott, R.A. One of the grandest works here is Flaxman's sitting statue of Lord Chief- Justice Mansfield, supported by figures of Wisdom and Justice ; in the rear of the pedestal is the crouching figure of a condemned youth, with the torch of life reversed, or it is better described as " a criminal, by Wisdom delivered up to Justice." (Cunningham's Handbook of Westminster Abbey.) Lord Mansfield rests beneath this memorial : it cost 2500Z., bequeathed by a private individual for its erection. In the pavement here are buried Chatham, Pitt, and Fox; Castlereagh, Canning, and Grattan ; Lord Colchester and William Wilberforce : "Now — taming thought to human pride I— The mighty chiefs sleep side by side. Drop upon Fox's grave the tear, 'Twill trickle to his rival's bier ; O'er Pitt's the mournful requiem sound, And Fox's shall the notes rebound." Sir Walter Scott. Fox's memorial, by Westmacott, shows the orator dying in the arms of Liberty, attended by Peace and a kneeling negro. Canova said of the figure of the African in this group, that " neither in England nor out of England had he seen any modern work in marble which surpassed it." King George IV. subscribed 1000 guineas

  
    CHURCHES— WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 131 towards this monument. Pitt's monument, by the same sculptor, is over the great western door of the Nave. In the north aisle of the Choir, leading to the Nave, are Chantrey's marble portrait-statues of Horner, Canning, Malcolm, and Raffles ; a statue of Follett, by Behnes; John Philip Kemble (without a name), modelled by Flaxman, but executed after his death ; Wilberforce, by S. Joseph ; and, opposite Canning, the late Marquis of Londonderry, by J. E. Thomas — placed here, in 1850, by the Marquis's brother. Nearly opposite is the grave of Viscount Palmerston, d. October 18, 1865. Here are three monuments by Wilton: statue of General Wolfe, and figures; statue of Adiniral Holmes, in Roman armour ; and William Pulteney, Earl of Bath, statues and medallion. The more ancient monuments, of the larger size, are those of William Cavendish, the loyalist Duke of Newcastle, and his Duchess ; and his kinsman, the Duke John Holies. Here, too, are memorials of our old admirals, Sir Charles Wager, Vernon of Portobello, and Sir Peter Warren, by Scheemakers, Rysbrack, and Roubiliac. Here are busts, by Weekes, of Charles Buller and Sir George Cornewall Lewis, the latter in the western porch, and adjoining the monuments to Follett, Kemble, and Lieut.-Gen. Sir Eyre Coote. Next, also, are the bust of Warren Hastings, by Bacon ; Thrupp's statue of Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton ; and Sir Robert Peel, by Gibson, R.A. Here, likewise, is the mural monument, by Noble, to Sir James Outram — a bust surmounting a historical group of the meeting of Outram, Havelock, and Clyde, at Lucknow : the tablet supported by figures of a Scindian and Bheel chief. The six lancet windows of the North Transept, painted with figures of Moses, Joshua, Caleb, Gideon, David, and Jonathan, and with medallion pictures of their chief exploits, were erected in memory of six officers of Sir James Outram's army, killed in the Indian War of 1857 and 1858 ; another window, in the aisle to the left, is dedicated to that of Brigadier the Hon. Adrian Hope. The rose-window, higher up, filled with paintings of the Saviour, the twelve Apostles, and the four Evangelists, is of much older date. The Choir is in height the loftiest in England. The light and graceful piers are ornamented with detached shafts filleted with brass. The triforium, or gallery immediately above the aisles, where the nuns of Kilburn are traditionally said to have attended service, is an arcade of double compartments of two arches with a cinquefoil in the head ; the arches narrow towards the apse, and become sharply pointed. This arcade is probably the most beautiful example in existence of its kind. Mr. Scott says : — " The spaciousness of this upper story is quite surprising to persons who see it for the first time. It is capable of containing thousands of persons, and its architectural and artistic effects, as viewed from different points, are wonderfully varied and beautiful." Its convenience for public solemnities, as coronations, was very great ; and it is to be wished that access to these noble triforial galleries, from which by far the most beautiful views of the interior are to be had, were more freely granted to such visitors as would appreciate the privilege. Mr. Burges suggests, not altogether without probability, that it was in the spacious triforium that Caxton first set up his printing-press in Westminster Abbey. The clerestory windows are of two lights : the spandrels are chiselled with diaper work in small panels, containing flowers in low relief. The piers of the lantern are massive and grand — one continuous upward line of grey marble, surrounded by sixteen shafts wrought out of the main column. The bosses in the vault were gilded in the time of Queen Anne. The vaulting of plaster under the lantern is by Bernasconi, and designed by James Wyatt, who set up the paltry altar screen at the coronation of George IV. The pavement of opus Alexandrintim, on the altar platform, was made by a Roman artist for Abbot Ware, circa 1268. An inscription on the pavement says: — "Odericus et Abbas hos compegere porphyreos lapides." But for three peculiarities indicated by Mr. Burges, it might be supposed that Abbot Ware had brought this present for his church from Home in its finished state ; an examination will show that the Italian ground for mosaics, cippolino, not being obtainable in this country, Purbeck was substituted ; that legends in brass letters were inserted in the Purbeck borders ; and that glass was introduced ; facts which show conclusively that it was of Northern workmanship. Among the sums paid by the executors of Queen Eleanor was an account of sixty shillings to William le Pavour " pro pavimento faciendo in Ecclesia West." This, it is conjectured, relates to the mosaic pavement in the chapel of Edward the Confessor.— Scott's Gleanings from Westminster Abbey. The Choir was formerly hung with beautiful tapestries, and cloth of arras, which, on K 2

  
    132 CURIOSITIES OF LONDON. Jan. 4, 1644, were transferred to the Parliament House, given back at the Restoration, and finally removed in 1707 : a portion is now in the Jerusalem Chamber. The Choir has some fine canopied monuments. On the north side is the richlycanopied tomb of Avelina, Countess of Lancaster; of Aymej de Valence, Earl of Pembroke (best seen from the north aisle) ; and Edmund Crouchback, Earl of Lancaster, second son of Edward III. Aymer de Valence was one of the heroes of Bannockburn, and fell wounded by a tilting-spear in France, June 23, 1323 : Gray portrays his countess as — The sad Chatillon on her bridal morn Who wept her bleeding love. The monument was thus described by Keepe in 1683 : — " A wainscot chest, covered over with plates of brass, richly enamelled, and thereon the image of de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, with a deep shield on his left arm, in a coat of mail with a surcoat, all of the same enamelled brass, gilt with gold, and beset with the arms of Valence, &c. * * * Round about the inner ledge of this tomb is most of the epitaph remaining, in the ancient Saxon letters ; and the rest of the chest, covered with brass, wrought in the form of lozenges, each lozenge containing either the arms of England or of Valence, alternately placed one after the other, enamelled with their colours. Round this chest have been thirty little brazen images, some of them still remaining, twelve on each side, and three at each end, divided by central arches that serve as niches to enclose them ; and on the outward ledge, at the foot of these images, is placed a coat of arms in brass enamelled with the colours." Flaxman characterizes the two latter monuments as " specimens of the magnificence of our sculpture in the reign of the first two Edwards. The loftiness of the work, the number of arches and pinnacles, the lightness of the spires, the richness and profusion of foliage and crockets, the solemn repose of the principal statue, representing the deceased in his last prayer for mercy at the throne of grace ; the delicacy of thought in the group of angels bearing the soul, and the tender sentiment of concern variously expressed in the relations ranged in order round the basement, — forcibly arrest the attention, and carry the thoughts not only to other ages, but to other states of existence." In the South aisle of the Choir is part of a splendid altar frontal (thirteenth century), discovered in 1827. This is a very wonderful work of art, being most richly decorated with glass, gold, and painting, and probably with precious stones, and even with casts of antique gems. The glass enrichments are of two sorts — in one the glass is coloured, and is decorated on its face with gold diaper; in the other it is white, and laid upon a decorated surface. The great charm, however, of the work must have been in the paintings. They consist of single figures in niches of our Lord and SS. Peter and Paul, and two female saints, and a number of small medallion subjects beautifully painted. On the south is the Cinque-cento altar- tomb of Anne of Cleves, one of King Henry VIII.'s six wives, which is so miserable as to have led old Fuller to observe, " not one of Harry's wives had a monument, and she but half a one ;" above is the tomb of King Sebert, erected in 1308, and bearing two pictures, Sebert and Henry III., among our earliest specimens of oil-painting, and in tolerable condition. In 1848, the oak refitting of the Choir was completed j the Organ over the screen at the west entrance was then partly removed to the sides, and partly lowered, so as not to intercept the view of the great west window. On each side are ranged oaken stalls, with decorated gables, those for the Dean and Sub-dean distinguished by loftier canopies, and the western entrance being still more enriched; the pew-fronts and seat-ends are also carved, and many more sittings have been provided : the carved wood-work is by Messrs. Ruddle, of Peterborough, from designs by E. Blore. The great circular or marigold window, and the triforium and other windows beneath it, in the South Transept, have been filled with stained glass by Ward and Nixon ; the subjects are incidents in the life of our Saviour, with figures nearly three feet high. From the cross of the Transepts, the magnificent perspective of the high imbowed roof of the Nave and Choir, and the great height of the edifice, nearly 104 feet, is seen to the best advantage. The pavement is partly Abbot Ware's, and in part black and white marble, the latter given by Dr. Busby, of Westminster School. The decorations of the altar are in the Gothic style; but a classic order disgraced the choir from the days of Queen Anne to the reign of George IV. The original stalls of the choir seem to have been retained in a more or less perfect state till late in the last century. They are shown in the view given by Dart, and in that given in Sandford's account of the coronation of James II. The canopies are there supported by single shafts. The sedilia are more than usually curious, from the fact that they are made of wood. They have suffered much since Sir J. Ayliffe had them and the tomb of Avelina, Countess of

  
    CHURCHES,— WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 133 Lancaster, drawn for the Vetusta Honumenta, in 1778. There are four of them : but no trace is found of a piscina. They appear to have been elaborately decorated by processes similar to that which beautified the retabulum, which was discovered by Mr. Blore, in 1827, lying on the top of the effigy cases in the upper chapel of Abbot Islip. It is a rich specimen of thirteenth -century workmanship j and has been restored to its place at the back of the high altar. The north aisle of the Choir, leading to the Nave, has been described as a sort of Musicians' Corner ; for here rests Purcell, with the striking epitaph, attributed to Dryden : " Here lies Henry Purcell, Esq., who left this life, and is gone to that blessed place where only his harmony can be exceeded." On the same pillar is a memorial of Samuel Arnold ; both Purcell and Arnold were organists of the Abbey. Opposite is a tablet to Dr. Blow ; and close by lies Dr. Croft, another organist of the Abbey, whose death is said to have been brought on by his attendance at the coronation of George II. Coronations. — In this Abbey-church the following monarchs and consorts have been crowned : — Jan. 6, 1066, Harold ; DeEPUB/image_0906_00.jpeg
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