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    PREFACE. There is probably no political disturbance culminating in an armed conflict so little known to the world as this of ours that from 1861 to 1864 convulsed the people of a continent. Not only is its origin lost in obscurity, but the actual events are so distorted that instead of history they make a romance far more improbable than fictions evolved from the brain of novelists and poets. To get at the reason for this extraordinary condition, we have to remember that war in its larger meaning was unknown to us when this fearful one broke upon us. For two hundred years we had been engaged in the conquest of a continent, reclaiming it from the dominion of nature, and so earnest and industrious had we been that we were lost to all else. The conflict of arms that won us our independence was in truth a war between England and France, in which the thirteen colonies did little but exhibit an indomitable will, animated by the loftiest patriotism. We could have fought England singlehanded and alone if need were, and probably would have been conquered, but France, for selfish purposes of its own, did the fighting for us. The infamous invasion of a sister republic, known as the Mexican war, was a small affair and ended ere our people could learn aught of arms. Immersed in labor, trade, politics, and speculation, we were suddenly called on to consider the exigencies of actual war upon the largest scale. To the masses it was novel in the beginning and quite unknown in the end. All that the people (13)

  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 27.16% accurate
    14 Preface. knew was that the households of the land were filled with mourning and the cemeteries, the silent cities of the dead, numbered their million. We learn from early travelers that nothing is so prolific of distortion as the unknown. Reputable explorers return from unexplored lands and distant seas with accounts of monsters that have existence only in the imagination, but are accepted from the proneness of poor human nature to welcome the improbable. The brave men who shouldered their muskets and fell into line marched into the unknown. Campaigns and battles were heard of but not understood. We are not altogether alone in this. Historians who narrate and artists who illustrate great fights are among the class that never witness what they put to record. The result is that truth gives way to dramatic effect. As probably there never was a campaign executed as it was planned, and as every battle is an accident as to how it is fought and how it comes to be finished, we can see the play given to the military fancy of the generals in their reports and the wide field of imagination open to more legitimate reporters. As there seldom was an official report that did not sacrifice the truth far more fearlessly than its author did his foes, so there never appeared a pictorial illustration of a real battle. All the fierce charges, crossed bayonets, hand-to-hand encounters in the whirl of a terrible conflict, are the work of the imagination. If the historical journalist and artist could know that the element counted on by officials in their calculation of chances is fear, and not courage, they would be saved much absurd work. "Do you mean to say," asked a civilian of a veteran officer who had seen many fierce fights in Europe, " that bayonets are never crossed in battle?" "Oh, no! I don't say that. What I asserted was that I
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    Preface. 15 had heard of such but never saw it, and I have my doubts whether it ever occurred." " "Well, when a charge of bayonets is ordered, what happens, how does it end?" " Why, if the other fellows do n't run away, we do." Reports of battles, then, were to the people as much stories from the unknown as Stanley's tales of a dark continent. Not only this, but the hearers had no information by which to test their truth or probability. A most ludicrous instance of this occurs when General Sheridan's army was surprised and defeated by General Early. The commander was asleep in bed at Winchester, twenty miles away. He would have been called to account for thus absenting himself from the front at a time of great peril to his forces from the immediate presence of the enemy, and had to answer to a court of inquiry or a court-martial, but for a crazy poet and a patriotic actor. The very dereliction of duty was made the basis of a rhymed eulogy, and instead of being tried for willful absence, he was glorified by the mob and promoted by the administration. The returning general is pictured as galloping back to the roar and rumble of a terrific fight and meeting his entire army in full flight. According to the wild fancy of the rhymester, he alone rallies the panic-stricken thirty thousand and turns them back to victory. The prosaic fact is, that General Wright had reformed the broken lines and was actually moving into battle when Sheridan returned. The fight was made and won without half of the army knowing that General Sheridan was present. We are not asserting that General Sheridan might not have exculpated himself had a court been called, but we do claim that it was a case where a court should have been called instead of a crazy poet and a patriotic dramatist. The
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    !•: Preface. story told that Sheridan was on his return from Washington, where he had been summoned by Secretary Stanton, needs confirmation. Secretary Stanton was not given to calling commanders from the front, and one naturally demands the record at the department of so important an emergency. If so absurd a story as this can pass into history, what are we to expect from the bulk of matter accepted by the masses as facts. Fictitious heroes have been embalmed in lies, and monuments are being reared to the memories of men, whose real histories, when they come to be known, will make this bronze and marble the monuments of our ignorance and folly. There is yet another reason for the popular distortion of public events, that is found in the fact that our disturbance was political, and the politics did not die with the war of arms. The fame of certain generals came to be a political quantity to be claimed and built upon as much as the soldier's vote left over from the conflict. Any attempt, then, to investigate the career of a political general, and question his right to the eminence awarded him is furiously resented by his partisans. Fortunately for us, these partisans make but a small part of the population of the civilized world. The truthful recorders lie mainly outside our borders, and while we have the truly great under epaulets in the persons of Thomas, Eosecrans, Buell, McPherson, Pope, Logan, Schenck, McClelland, and Wallace, we should hasten to readjust the record and make our history. There is danger that pilgrims to the shrines of famous heroism may pass monuments now being erected at the north to place their immortelles on the shrine of one, whose purity of character, heroism of resolve, and great devotion to a cause that was a lost cause at its beginning, makes such a powerful appeal to the world's sympathy. It is well for us that we have one
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    Preface. 17 man whose higher qualities must, when better known, win to us the admiration of the world. No marble gleams, no bronze defies decay above his narrow grave, but he was great in deeds, and grand in character. Thanks to him, we not only won the fight, but we won the glory of that terrible conflict. Another source of error in our records comes from the press facilities, that edited events on the wing in the confusion of great fights. These editings are now strangely regarded as history. We had some new features in our war unknown to those of other lands in the past. We had railroads, telegraphs, iron-clads, and the press. This last was the most novel, and in some respects, embarrassing. True, the London Times, during the Crimean war, gave an instance of press interference, when that journal took the management of the conflict from an imbecile department, and carried it out to a triumphant close. This, however, was an exception. The European press contents itself with a report of events sanctioned by the military. But with us, all movements in the field had to receive the sanction of the press. Campaigns were freely discussed when planned, and approved or condemned as the editorial mind saw the proposed advantages or defects. Every head-quarters from those of a colonel to a major-general's had its press reporter who slept and ate with the officer in command, and never left his side until it was necessary to go to the front to get the facts. It was a startling innovation, and fiercely resented by West Point. The editorial fraternity was sneered at, but these stern disciplinarians accepted services so necessary to their personal popularity with the people. Like the ancient Pistol, they ate their leek, but grumbled as they ate. There was good in this innovation, for it not only infused a needed quantity of intelligence in the conduct of the war, but it went far toward
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    18 Preface. making it acceptable to the people. The brain of our country is in its press, and on this occasion that brain was animated by the highest and purest patriotism. We fought the war out by volunteers, and how much we owe to the press and the pulpit for the enthusiasm that grew stronger over disasters than victories can never be fairly estimated. For over two years we had little but shameful defeats and fearful slaughter, and yet the heavy reinforcements kept step to the music of the Union, that had for its refrain, " We are coming, Father Abram, a hundred thousand more." These were the advantages of a powerful and patriotic press. But it had its defects, and the more prominent is in the so-called history that it has made. There is nothing more fatal to a correct perspective than an electric light. Of this sort was the light thrown on events by the press. What it shone on was exaggerated ; what it failed to exhibit was entirely lost in the gloom of night. The very effort to sustain the government in its military management distorted events. Incapable men in command were made great captains of until some terrible calamity made indorsement impossible, when the pens that had so liberally praised as fiercely consigned their hero to oblivion. The best illustration of this uncertainty of report and record is to be found in this volume. The war offered upon the Potomac was accepted by our side, and from the beginning to the end, attention was devoted to that arena, and it escaped public knowledge that the campaign which carried the fortunes of an empire to a triumphant close was at the west. So little was known of the march of the Army of the Cumberland from Nashville to Chattanooga, that when General H. V. Boynton published his admirable series of articles devoted to its history, it read to the public like a history of a war never heard of before.
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    Preface. 19 There is much in this volume that students of newspaper history will protest against. That we have not confined ourselves to the personal achievements of George II. Thomas, but given briefly a statement of military movements elsewhere, will be a subject of complaint, but we submit that without this view of the entire field of military operations, the reader can not clearly comprehend or appreciate what was accomplished by our general. Indeed, the story of his life during the four eventful years in the field is a history of the war. It is impossible to separate what he proposed doing and what he did from contemporary events that made or marred his work. There is, for example, no event that so clearly illustrates his masterly knowledge of the situation as the plan of a campaign he submitted in the beginning of the war, that was adopted in the end, and in its adoption made that end not only possible, but a fact accomplished. We refer, of course, to that plan submitted to the government of moving a column of twenty thousand men through Cumberland Gap to East Tennessee and Chattanooga. This was offered the War Department when he was ordered to report to General Robert Anderson at Bowling Green, Ky. We can not comprehend the value of this without taking in view the entire field. In every war there is what military men call an objective point, which, if secured, will go far toward ending the armed conflict. With the Confederates this was Washington, for the capture of that capital meant the armed intervention of European war powers. In less than thirty days after the fall of Washington, the combined fleets of England, France, and Russia would have been upon our coast, and the republic of the fathers, a dream of the past. Our objective point, on the contrary, was the capture of Chattanooga. As the Confederate government had gathered, with a heavy cost it
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    20 Prefniv. could illy bear, its one geat array about Richmond, the losa of Chattanooga would have rendered their proposed field of operation untenable, and turned them from a defensive position when attacked to an attacking force to drive us from where our presence menaced their interior where they lived. This was as important in the commencement of the \vur as it was when Lee hurried Longstreet with the flower of his army to aid Bragg that they might retake the great gate-way to the South at all hazards. Throughout the war, with one exception, our military men on both sides seemed to be groping in the dark. They marched without a purpose and fought battles without other result than slaughter to their troops. The continuous victories of Lee's army are not pleasant to remember, and it is only a grim satisfaction given us to know that we owe our triumph at least to his lack of ability. He never could realize on his successes in the field that were after all defeats in the end. The newly formed government could riot bear the awful drain of men and. means. He brought about the condition that enabled the iron-willed Stanton to say: "We no generals to maneuver, but we have men to fight, and 1 will crowd them in until this treason is stamped out. We <-an give three men to their one and win." From this view of the dark side of our conflict we can turn for consolation to a memory of an heroic people that never hesitated for a moment in a high resolve to restore the Tnion. We can take pride in the able statesmen at Washington, found in Lincoln and his cabinet, who, through the darkest hours, when shattered armies were drifting back through the capital, and they expected to hear the artillery of Lee that would have been minute guns over the* grave of tho republic, yet never lost heart, and held the people and armies and foreign powers to the line of duty till the cause
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    Preface. 21 was won. Arid above all we can unite in doing justice to the memory of the one hero, who, neglected by the government, led into peril by the blunders of his superior officers, had yet the power to render great service to the republic and UMNO us victories unmarred by wanton slaughter, untainted by selfish ambition. Our work herein is not in justification of history. That will in time care for itself. Nor is it for George H. Thomas. He is gone from our midst. "After life's fitful fever, he sleeps well ; Treason has done his worst ; nor steel, nor poison, Malice domestic, foreign levy, nothing Can touch him further." We seek to. hang immortelles upon his tomb, not for him, but for ourselves. His great life is a lesson and an example to the living — an example and a lesson to the noble youth of our land for all time to come. From the career of the great soldier, they can learn the true worth of a hightoned integrity and a keen sense of honor that never faltered and never for a moment forsook him. We know how his sensitive nature suffered from the slights unjustly put upon him and met no retort save that of a dignified remonstrance. We know how he longed for command, feeling within himself the power to rectify blunders, bring order out of confusion, and lead our brave men to victory without great loss ; and yet when that command was to be reached over the unmerited disgrace of a comrade, he resolutely declined. He loved his country much, but his honor more. And yet we see how his very virtues are used to deface his memory. It is for the true chroniclers of those troublous times to pass the dear memory of the dead hero from the hearts of his soldiers, where it has so long been treasured, to the hearts of all the people, that he may live forever as he was.
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    THE WAR. I NTHODUCTION. Histories are the annals of war. The dramatic effects found in campaigns and startling results of great battles alone go to record. The historian caters to the taste of hia patrons ; and as the subtle origin of armed conflicts found in antagonistic elements of popular impulse are obscure and make dull reading, they are neglected or ignored. The active movements of armed bodies, the quick decisions and dash of gold-braided and full-feathered commanders, attract the attention of the many and charm the few. The artist pictures only the breakers coming along the shore — the thought of the league-long roller that comes in from a storm a thousand miles out at sea, or the unseen gathering of sands built up from depths below the ocean, make no part of his picture. The oak felled by the woodsman loses in the thundering crash of its fall all thought of the slow growth through centuries on the one side, or the slower growth of civilization on the other that brought the ax to its trunk. The historians of to-day are only the troubadores of the past, who sang great deeds of arms to please the ears of their patrons. "We have whole libraries devoted to campaigns and battles that made but a third part of the conflict between the North and the South. The statesmen at Washington o who held the people through frightful disasters to the bloody issue, who warded off foreign intervention, and so managed our finances as to arm, clothe, and feed a million of men in the field, are all forgotten in favor of the full-breasted captains (22)
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    Introduction. whose defeats make us shudder as well as ashamed. Nor is one thought given to the cause of this apparently unnatural and senseless fight. The ready chroniclers either ignore the subject or seize on the nearest and most popular, as a chorus to their drama of blood. This cause, accepted at home and recognized abroad, is slavery. Abraham Lincoln never uttered more wisdom in fewer words than when he said at Springfield, in 1861, that no community ever arose in wrath to grasp at each other's throats on an abstract political proposition — all violence originates in an antagonism of feeling and not in an intellectual difference. Few are aware of the fact — and their number proves the assertion — that thought has little to do in shaping human events. The dim-eyed delvers in libraries who get faint glimpses of humanity through dust-covered, cobwebbed windows, labor under the strange delusion that the leaders of men are the kings of thought, and that knowledge heads the- civilization of earth. With a self-complacency that amuses, we are solemnly warned against errors of judgment, and given in books histories of errors that come from false teachings. We are told, for example, that the great French revolution has its origin in the works of Rousseau, Voltaire, and other intellectual iconoclasts of the libraries. When one remembers the great mass of ignorance that arose in its wrath and smote down in blood the social and political fabric about it, one is struck with the absurdity of the proposition. The true student turns from the immediate violence, to trace back through a thousand years of illusage and abuse awarded labor, as if the laborers were beasts, until it culminated in blind violence that was as senseless as the tyranny had been cruel. Thus, when Paris was swept in a night and day by the mob on barricades and with wild cries, it means not that Paris has been led astray
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    24 The War. by communistic doctrines, but that Paris is starving. The hungry masses, like the blind Samson, seize on the pillars rinm-st them, and hurl into common ruin not only the political but the social structure. Our blessed Savior, in his mission of mercy, made no appeal to the intellectual processes. He could easily have demonstrated his divine mission to the few, by unfolding to scientific eyes the subtle mysteries of nature ; but, putting science behind him as a vain Satan of temptation, he appealed to the feelings of the masses and won their love through miracles of mercy, wherein the sick were cured, the cripples made perfect, and the sorrowing consoled. He sought no schools for philosophers, but selected his apostles from among the ignorant tent-makers and fishermen of Judea. The anxious student searches in vain through the annals of the period for a trace of the Messiah. Art, science, and literature are alike silent. And yet the divine power spread and gathered strength until culture came in to put to record what it had no hand in creating. The currents, drifts, pools, and eddies of human events have their laws, as all other movements of creation have. There is no chance, and these efforts of our intellects, upon which we so pride ourselves, are but the white-caps of troubled waves swelling to a break from causes far above and beneath them. We seize on some one event, some one man, to date our worry from, as two-thirds of the good people hold Jeff. Davis responsible for the late civil war. They can not comprehend that this Jeff. Davis was bom some three centuries since, in the troublesome times of England, and was as much beyond his own or our control as any other wave that indicates a current. To one who doubts what is here asserted, because new
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    Introduction. 25 to 6ucb doubters, let him consider that of this sixty millions of people filling our continent from sea to sea, there are only about three millions who read books. Indeed, it may be doubted whether there are live millions of the sixty who read at all. Newspapers so widely spread are, as their name indicates, but vehicles for news, and tell in the briefest phrase what has happened and give us the facts without the slightest attempt at the reasons for them. They make the mirror of passing events. As mediums of advertising for the business classes upon which they prosper, they are careful to please, and thoughtful speculations as to the busy world are not pleasant. It is the pet craze of the day to believe in evolution, and this teaches that humanity is slowly evolving within itself a higher plane of thought and feeling. This may be true, but it is a mere speculation based on a very slender thread of fact. Our life on earth has been very brief and is without a record, and brief as it is, we are forced to remember that from the death of Christ to the invention of printing, this great vehicle of thought and knowledge, nearly all there is of Christian civilization made its spread and gained its hold on humanity. How much art and its product of huge libraries are doing for Christianity, let Darwin, Spencer, and Huxley answer. In their answer we would learn that this much vaunted engine of knowledge serves rather to arrest then to advance the cause of Christ. What, then, is humanity moved by ? It is moved by its stomach mainly and much by its instincts, but of these come the feelings. By these the masses, as such, are influenced. Thought, the high product of knowledge, is the smallest motive power of all. The church, built on the wants and weaknesses of the human race, has, through centuries, made its appeal to the Christian feelings. The candles, lit by
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    26 The War. human hands about the altars, have illumined our temples of worship, and no cold star-eyed goddess of science; and poor humanity finds relief, not in being lifted into dreary regions of thought, but in grasping at the divine sympathy of Him, who, taking on the semblance of man, shared his sufferings ami sought through these to bring heaven to earth. It has gone to record in libraries and newspapers at home and abroad, that the system of slavery was the imini-liate cause of our civil conflict. To appreciate the absurdity of this, one has only to remember that slavery was not confined to the South. The entire people of the United States held the negro in the bondage of legal enactment to his unrequited toil. The horrible system was more popular at the North than in the South. The North realized enormously in moneyed gain on the labor of the slaves. Cotton was king, but the master only made what the merchant accumulated, and to attack the iniquitous system was to disturb the business of the country. Few obstacles are so fatal to reform of evils as this business relation. Our Blessed Savior was crucified, not because of his heavenly teachings, but for that he disturbed the business relations of Judea. He drove the money-changers from the temple and denounced the greed of gain through which one man accumulated the luxuries of life while thousands starved. Through all time the money-changers have held the temple and cried out lustily against the fanatics who sought to disturb the business relations. How property enters into all our affairs of life, the woful history of poor humanity tells us. Our principal business on earth is to gain u livelihood from, its surface. The struggle for life is an instinct, the lust of gain its abuse. A clever author has called our attention to the fact that so long as sacred shrines remain such, the roads hither are marked with human bones.
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    Introduction. 27 When such shrines become marts of trade, the highways are made safe and the bones disappear. Property is dearer to us than life itself. The iniquity of Mormonism never struck our religious sense so forcibly as when the polygamous followers of Brigham Young became possessed of rich mines and vast stretches of valuable lands. We murder the Indians we have degraded in the name of Christian progress, and persecute the Mormons in the name of God. The delvers in the deep, rich soil of the West found a ready market for their products at the South, which slave labor returned in cotton that, sold in Europe, returned to all great wealth. To disturb this business relation by cries of " shame " was simply abominable, and had its origin in the disordered brain of fanatics. The press praised what the pulpit blessed. Abolitionists, hung if caught at the South, \v< -re mobbed out of Faneuil Hall, at Boston, and the same audience of respectable business men that applauded Yancey at Cincinnati, hissed, hooted, and rotten-egged the eloquent Wendell Phillips into silence a few nights after, and that only a short time before the firing on Sumter. The moral sense of a community that could fight the extension of slavery to the territories and speak with bated breath and uncovered heads in presence of the guarantees of the constitution that held the sum total of all villanies sacred in the states — nay, made such community slave hunters over their free territory for the masters when the poor wretches escaped — is so thin that it provokes contempt. Let the blistering shame go to record, that we may be punished for our sins in recognition of the fact that to call a man an Abolitionist was to condemn him in popular estimation to the. level of thief and murderer combined. The truth is, slavery was more popular at the North
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    28 The War. than in the South. This not only on account of the successful husim-ss relation above referred to, that had in the Northern man a stronger instinct and a wider development, but IH-< -aiiM- tin- North had all the benefits without any of the evils that afflicted the Southern planter. Wrong can not be made right, though sanctified by custom and sanctioned by constitutional enactment. The justice of God makes the criminal code the same throughout the earth. The wrongdoer makes his fight against the law of our being and feels instinctively that retribution follows on the track of crime with unerring certainty of light after darkness. Fraud breeds violence as surely as poisoned atmosphere from swamps sucked up breeds the storm. The master at the South felt instinctively that he was allied with hell in the fear of that most horrible of all violence, known as servile insurrection. At the hearthstone in the night sat grim danger that could not be shut out, for in the household itself lurked the treacherous animosity of the oppressed. The master ate his meals in fear of poison and got sleep from the soothing presence of his revolver under his pillow. This may be denied, but we remember the frightful atrocities of the Nat Turner insurrection and the fear that paralyzed all Virginia when Ossawatomie Brown with only thirty men held Harper's Ferry. And yet, as the subsequent war demonstrated, no people ever gave proofs of a higher courage than those same Virginians. Again, if the system of slavery was the immediate cause of the civil war, how did it happen that the border slave states were so indifferent to the cause that they only sympathized with — a cause they would not fight for? They were the immediate sufferers from abolition aggressions. It was from these border states that slaves escaped, and in them were the facilities of the underground railway that stretched
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    Introductio n. 29 from slave territory to Canada. The remote cotton states, and rice and sugar plantations, where slavery was secure, took the lead in an appeal to arms, and fought the fight out to the bitter end. In addition to all this, the fact is of record that when the war did come, the government forces marched into the South, not to free the negro, but to restore the Union. For nearly two years the soldiers of the Army of the Potomac were engaged in restoring to the masters the wretched slaves that took refuge in our camps. We burned dwellings, we robbed farms and towns, we laid waste wide fields ; and yet, obsequiously returned the slaves, when we would not give back a horse, or even a chicken. "As between the alligator and the negro," cried Stephen A. Douglas, while the storm was brewing, "I am for the negro," — " as between the negro and the white man, I am for the white man." Abraham Lincoln, the wisest of all, summed up the situation in one sentence, which he wrote to Horace Greeley, that if to save the Union slavery had to be maintained, slavery would be maintained ; if to save the Union slavery must be destroyed, slavery would be destroyed. And when at last the emancipation proclamation was promulgated, it freed slaves where the government could not reach them, and held the negro to his unrequited toil where the government had power to set him free. We were Union savers, not abolitionists. The South plunged into an armed conflict to win its independence from a hated Union, and the North accepted the issue, although Chase, Seward, Greeley, and nearly all the abolitionists cried aloud, "Let the erring sisters depart in peace." In the lierce contention of arms that followed, slavery went to pieces. It is pitiful now, in face of these facts, for us to claim a lofty philanthropic intent, and " Praise God from
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    The War. whom all blessings flow," that we had the manhood to knock the shackles from four millions of slaves. To get at the real origin of our civil war, we have to go back some distance in the history of our country. The cause, although remote, is not obscure. It was brought to our shores mainly in the cabin of the Muvflower, and all that was left for transportation came in crafts that carried adventurers to Virginia. The fierce civil wars of England, between the Cavaliers and Roundheads, in which the dissolute Swashbucklers of Charles I were driven into holes by Cromwell's Puritanical Ironsides, were bequeathed to us when the pirates sought for plunder in Virginia, and the Puritans found refuge on the coasts of New England. We, their descendants, have transformed the one into holy pilgrims seeking freedom of worship, and the other to blue-blooded aristocrats in search of adventure. The truth is that our Puritans were bigots in rebellion to a prescribed form of religion, who immediately made their form law, and hanged and burned all who dared follow their example in resisting the law. Many of the boasted Cavaliers were criminals escaping conviction, and convicts escaping punishment. This, however, does not militate against the claim of blue blood in the fugitives. It is not necessary to dwell on these unpleasant facts of history. We refer to them merely to show the origin of the two peoples, differing in the first instance so materially, and growing more widely apart as time went on. In this same history, we learn that state rights originated in chartered privileges that enabled the Puritans to hang and quarter their theological opponents, and gave monopolies to the middle and southern communities that were as precious to them as persecutions were to New England. From abstract political propositions they came, in time, to be
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    Introduction. 31 superstitions, underlying the social and political structure. How these rights weakened as they widened among homogeneous communities and held their own against aliens, how after the revolution, and in the seventy-five years of a common government, the communities making the eastern, middle, and western states, came to be one, while the south grew into another, the annals of the country tell us. The intolerant bigotry of New England that sought to drive certain theological dogmas down the throats of other than their believers, was strengthened by -the hardships that made life itself so barren and insecure, that it was well to keep heaven in view as a refuge. Reading the Bible of the Hebrews for lessons as to how they might, through fraud and cunning, get the advantage, and then the extermination of their first enemies, the Indians, they in the service of a just God as readily exterminated their religious foes. Their force of character was strengthened by the hardships they endured. It was the building of a strong race from the ground up, and the belief that they were not only God's chosen, but the select instruments of his vengeance, added to the sturdy selfreliance of a, race in a region where only the stronger born survived to manhood. It is little to be wondered at that such a people impressed itself upoii a civilization that, running along Mason and Dixon's line, filled the wide borders of a vast domain with all that makes the material life of today a marvel to the more thoughtful. Gradually nature reasserted herself, and the warped and twisted form of intolerant bigotry of the Puritans disappeared, leaving the better strains of manhood in full force. Slowly but surely poor distorted humanity returned to that health which regards in its true light the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man, and is the true foundation of
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    The. War. religiou. The perils and hardships of early settlements in a m?\v country developed a kindly dependent feeling among the settlers. Such was the history of emigration to the wild West. The pioneers, in groups, exhibited a helpful disposition that found exercise in the building of each others' log cabins, clearing away the forest, and hewing the logs, fighting Indians and oiitlaws, while administering to the sick HIM! burying the dead. At a later day the immense stream of emigration from Europe helped on the great work. Within the memory of the living man, the vast continent given over to savage natives was swiftly reclaimed. The tramp of millions was heard scaling mountains, felling forests, spreading our plains until the song of the wild bird and the cry of savage beasts breaking the silence of wide solitudes, were changed to the busy hum of human industry, and the great wilderness bloomed into civilized life. Over all, through all, animating and leading, went the spirit of Puritanism. It was a marked and distinctive civilization. Its sturdy independence and force of character were equaled only by the ingenuity that molded and manipulated dead matter until it was a living, and seemed a thinking agent. This civilization, as we have said, was checked at the border of the Southern States. It fretted at without passing this barrier. The bold adventurers who conquered without peopling the South were no silken aristocrats. At no period in the world's history have such been known to emigrate or lead emigration. The only title the early settlers of that region had to such appellation was in their loose morals and plundering habits. There was, in fact, too much manhood in these hardy first settlers for the blood that is claimed for them. Starting
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    Introduction. 38 originally from a point widely differing from that which originated the Puritans, they had that easy-going religious belief which tolerates a difference in others; and while recognizing God in a denunciation of sin, has a kindly feeling for Satan in their love of the sinners. Blessed with a deep rich soil and a pleasant climate, they were not driven to hopes of heaven by the hardships and uncertainties of life on earth. To these conditions, in which a nationality was molded, came the system of slavery to further stamp distinctive traits upon the people. Slavery had originally held all the colonies, and, after, all the states. It was being wiped out from economical considerations as a sort of labor found to be unprofitable when the inventions of the cotton gin and spinningjenny by two ingenious Yankees arrested further emancipation by making the worthless negro a valuable slave. New England rum and Virginia tobacco had worked in common to keep alive the slave trade, and it was no conscientious scruple that left tobacco and cotton to continue their dealing in human flesh. The system, however, strengthened the South in its peculiar civilization, and made its people more clearly and positively a distinct and separate race from that of the North. Devoted to agriculture, it had no basis in that toil which goes to make a nation of laborers and is the true foundation of a state. No country on earth had such an impassable gulf between capital and labor aa the South. Before the master and the slave, the sturdy laborers that go to make a people disappeared. The poor whites were regarded as a nuisance by the masters and despised by the slaves. They were spoken of by the one as "white trash," and by the other as " greasy mechanics " and " mud-sills." The life was 3
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    U4 The War. more patriarchal than that of the Arabs and ae stationary as that of the Turks. Divided into huge plantations, the master and his family dwelt on each as old barons of Europe were wont to do, each the head of a home and a law unto himself. It is singular, looking back to days before the war, to note how little social intercourse existed between the North and South. The masters and their families sought eastern cities and fashionable resorts in summer, where they were welcomed for their courtly manners and lavish expenditures of money; but the Northern people seldom reciprocated the visits, and intermarriages were still more rare. There was nothing in common between the two extremes. The planters despised their Northern neighbors for their economical habits and love of money. The Northerners retaliated by laughing at the wasteful habits and rude life of the South. Culture may grow out of oppression in cities and densely settled districts, for the splendor that makes distinction as such finds expression in architecture, sculpture, and painting, and develops music, eloquence, and poetry. But in the isolation of a planter's life there was no such competition. The generous hospitality that distinguished the slave states had its origin in the easy life gained from a new soil and unrequited labor. At the North, where a living was wrung by hard toil, money gained its full value and hospitality a cold form of duty that nearly destroyed its fascination. Charity at the South was impulse, at the North a religious obligation. The first found expression in spasmodic gifts from individuals, while the second took a business form in combinations, or, if in individuals, it expressed itself in a monumental shape that did its good while perpetuating the name of the donor. This is not altogether just, although true to some extent.
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    Introductivn. 35 Human nature is iafter all about the same in all extremes. Long training through generations gave impulse to one section, while a widely different process replaced it by a sense of duty in the other. At the South, the stranger was seized on and made welcome to all the master could reasonably part with. On the contrary, if in any part of New England the wayfarer were seized with a sickness, or, falling down, broke a leg, he would be taken in, tenderly nursed into convalescence from a sense of duty, and yet he could not borrow five dollars or a horse in any part of New England with which to get away. A story is told illustrating this difference. During the war, a family from New Jersey, living in North Carolina, had their house burned and farm despoiled by the Confederates. A captain of volunteers, coming upon them in their distress, not only kindly shared his rations and tents with the distressed women and children, but furnished means of transportation to get them to a place of safety. The father sought the first opportunity to thank the Good Samaritan under epaulettes for his kindness. The recipient of this kindness was not surprised nor offended to have a bill presented him, in which not only the money expended, but the time lost, was duly claimed. Not long after, this same officer, stricken down with fever, was carried by his comrades to a wretched log-cabin. and given in charge to a shoeless, half-clad woman. When this ill-clad nurse, however, was offered money to repay her for the care of the sick enemy, she drew herself up indignantly and informed the amazed men that her father waa a gentleman. It was, however, in the material difference between the sections that one found the two races most distinctly marked. With but a river or an imaginary line parting them, on the one side the observer saw the fierce competition of labor that crowds the hungry generations down, and one looked at
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    36 The. War. turnpikes, canals, railroads, telegraphs, while the very air was tremulous with the ceaseless motion of machinery. On the other, note the profound quiet of primitive rural life, disturbed only by the mirth from the idlers about a country store, or the cries of indolent slaves at slow-moving oxen. The wide difference, however, can be summed up in a single sentence: on one side a dollar represented a hard day's toil, on the other, ten mint juleps. To comment on the advantages or defects of either civilization, forms no part of our effort here. We might dwell upon the pleasant social life of the South and contrast it with the hard, money-getting spirit of the North. On the other hand, we could call attention to the intellectual as well as the material progress of a people who gave us all the science and literature of which we can boast. Our one purpose in tracing to its origin the cause of the war, is to show the union of states held in its embrace two separate peoples, born and reared under two separate and antagonistic civilizations, and that a conflict between the two was sooner or later inevitable. We can see that, when the rupture occurred, as a great field of ice cracks and separates from a ground swell, the shallow causes for a difference rapidly disappeared. The South, making a loud acclaim in behalf of states' rights, resolved itself into a single military despotism with its headquarters at Richmond. The North, holding the doctrine of state rights high treason, fought the war out through state organizations. These were the white-caps of a vexed sea, and not the cause of the commotion. Another cause for the civil war, and one entirely overlooked, is to be found in the fact that our form of government afforded no tribunal to which the contestants could
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    Introduction. 37 appeal for a fair settlement in a peaceful way out of their contention. An appeal to arms was a necessity. In a pure despotism, there is a power that, appealed to under any exigency, settles all disputes. In a constitutional monarchy there is a sovereign power lodged in the government, that administers through a ministry subject to the popular will. This power, lying back and above the administration of its functions, holds all constitutional provisions in perpetual trust, and forms a tribunal from which there is no appeal. This is not our condition. The fathers meant that it should be such. It was their intent that the executive selected through a delicate, intricate electoral college should be as far removed from popular — or, as it is now called, political control as possible. The president thus selected was to be the monarch, and as to popular or political control utterly colorless. The office itself was to be sovereign, and the incumbent, in the fact that he was to be taken from the body of the people and return to the condition of citizen at the end of his term of office, was a republican feature. The legislative department was tempered by a senate, composed of representatives from the states. It was to be our House of Lords, differing from that body and made republican in form, as the executive was, by selections from the citizens and rotative in office, instead of born legislators, as in England. To this was added a judiciary appointed for life, or good behavior. All this was tempered by one democratic feature found in the House of Representatives with its members returned every two years. This scheme of government had its origin in the fertile brain of Alexander Hamilton, who modeled it upon that of England, in his estimation the most perfect government on earth. He was aided in his efforts by two elements then
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    38 War. potent in the minda of the fathers. One was the jealousy of the states, that parted reluctantly with their power, and that only sifter guarding the compact of states, as it was then railed, with the most stringent and positive recognition of state sovereignty. The other was a fear of the people that haunted the minds of the government builders. The political fabric that was to be " of the people, for the people and by the people," was to be guarded by a breakwater of granite and cement against the people. This form of government lasted through the administration of George Washington. The hold of that great man upon the people of the United States was so powerful that his clear, cool intellect, purity, and force of character silenced all factional opposition and popular discontent. For eight years we had, pure and simple, the government of the fathers. This remarkable man saw, or felt, perhaps, our danger, and in his farewell address he warned us against parties — factions they were then called— as one of the great perils that threatened our government. He little dreamed that within a brief period, measured by his life, that this government would come to be a government of the very factions he denounced. After the termination of Washington's service as president, the delicate fabric, with its nicely adjusted guards and balances, went rapidly to pieces. The political parties came to the front. Under Adams the Federalists organized to be <»{>]>osed by the Democracy under Jefferson, and the president that was to be a potent and impartial executive of all the people, resolved himself into the president of a party, and such he remains to-day. This was natural, and not only to be expected, but a political necessity. All issues agitating a people must find expression in the government, or the power of the people, is
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    Introduction. 39 set at naught and the agitation is without avail. The trouble with us is that there is no sovereign power in perpetual existence, holding the government as a high trust, administering its functions for the good of all. And above all there is no high court of appeal, nor impartial tribunal to determine the vexed questions under the constitution. When Alexander Hamilton modeled his government on that of England, he omitted the one significant feature found in a ministry subject to the House of Representatives. This would have left our executive colorless as to politics, for the president, elected for a term of years by one party, might find himself called on to administer the government in accord with the will of his political opponents. This is a feature in the constitutional monarchies of Europe, that makes their constitutional despotism more democratic than our boasted republic. As it is, we have fastened upon us a cast-iron, immovable concern that is further removed from popular control than any government on earth. A president elected for four years is hedged about by a senate representing states returned every six years, and against the barriers the House of Representatives, a great unwieldy body, may beat in vain. It has come, in fact, to be a dependency on the executive and the senate through despotism of official patronage. Now, if our divine Creator had so made the human mind that it should be open to change every four years, this strange government of the people, for the people and by the people would have been subject to the people's will. This not being the condition, popular agitation of a policy for the better government of a country, and in accord with a majority under the constitution, is in vain. The impulses of a people, unless crowned with immediate success, are short lived.
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    40 The War. It is only at long intervale that a presidential election meets some great demand, and when it does, the day after the inauguration the demand may cease or change sides — the majority, however great, may swing from under the administration, and yet it is there, fixed, heavy and immovable for four years. If this resulted in the death of all parties, it might be well, although in such case we would remain stationary — without progress through all time. But the result bears this defect in a worse form. It is the nature of human beings to lose in an organization itself the purpose for which it was organized. This obtains in politics as in religion. Sects survive in great vigor of existence when the dogmas on which they were founded cease to exist in the minds of the members. A man will fight for the mere name of his sect when the simplest proposition upon which it was founded can not even be stated, much less explained by him. This is the same in the political arena. There is no question but that the two parties now dominating the country had their origin under Hamilton and Jefferson on grave issues, affecting the nature of government and the relations of the people to the political structure. Hamilton held the government to be a thing apart and above the people, that was parental and perfect, when it gave benefits to the governed. Jefferson guarded it simply as a trust, held in obedience to the popular will, and good only so far as it insured equal rights under the constitution to all. We have the country to-day divided between two hostile camps, and yet a microscope would fail to detect the difference in principles between the two. A man can be a republican and hold any political opinions he pleases, provided he stands by the camp and votes the ticket. This is the like condition of the democratic organization. Instead of views being promulgated as
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    Jjitroduction. 41 a test of party fealty, they are avoided or concealed. Success depends on the number of votes obtained, and as opinions are apt to offend, they are hidden or ignored. Nothing is so amusing as a platform, as it is called, solemnly proclaimed at intervals. The evil of all this is that parties degenerate into factions— a party means an organization called together to sustain certain principles. A faction is the same body that for mere success in obtaining power, or putting some man or men forward, holds together under a name only. We are called upon to note in sharne that while European communities in their political contentions are moved by the greatest questions affecting human progress, our elections turn on a personal feeling with an abuse that would taint our pages even to mention them. However, it forms no part of this essay to exhibit the evils of our system. We might call attention to the fact that the deplorable civil service under which we suffer is no abuse, but the natural development of the government itself. The government is the party, and in popular estimation, and properly so, the vote that elects a president elects the humble applicant for a cross-roads or water-tank post-office. Public office is a public trust, but the successful party, in the eyes of the people, as in fact, is the trustee. Now there is no tyranny so oppressive, cruel, and intolerant as that of a majority in a popular vote. To believe that this may be restrained by conscience or a paper constitution, is to set aside all that is taught us through experience, made plain by the history and character of humanity. A paper constitution is an attempt to legislate on a knowledge of the past for all future exigencies and wants of a people. To make it perfect is to call a halt on progress and deny to the future what is relied on in the past, and that is
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    4o The War. experience. The fathers, for example, sought to destroy the aristocracy of a class by wiping out primogeniture and entail. Th.-y could not see that the corporation would come in and toe the old evil with additions that made the wrong destroyed a light affair. The constitution legislates no remedy against incorporated power and privilege that has come to be, not an abuse of the government, but the government itself. It is the power behind no throne, for it is the throne itself. So long as differences among the people were confined to abstract political propositions of no grave importance in their results, the government of the fathers worked easily. When, however, a great interest affecting the nation in its very existence came to be considered, each side felt that truth and justice, be what they might, the contention had to be settled by numbers. The tribunal for eventual decision was one party or the other to the contention such as a bare majority might secure. The first grave symptom of this diseased condition was manifested in a tariff for protection, when John C. Calhoun made his appeal in behalf of a more perfect union in his plan of nullification that gave a veto power to each state when its constitutional rights were involved. The Democratic party, under President Jackson, denounced this as treason, and but for the compromise measure of Henry Clay, that reduced protection to revenue, the war that followed years after would have been then precipitated on the people. The government virtually accepted Mr. Calhoun's principle of nullification by a prompt reversal of its policy in the presence of an appeal to the states. The government, therefore, was not framed, nor is it fitted, to handle a great national question agitating the minds of the people. In such contention, the successful
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    Introduction. 43 party becomes the government, and from it there lies no appeal. What would be said of a case in court where the tribunal consisted of the number of witnesses and not the weight of evidence, where, having taken a vote, the party possessed of the larger number of witnesses should ascend to the bench and decide the case? All the laws ever enacted, all the decisions ever put to record, and supposed to govern the court thus constructed, would not make the losing side content. This was our condition that brought on the clash of arms. The losing side appealed from the brute force of numbers that made a court to the brute force of bayonets. This is the lesson of the war, and unless we can find some remedy in reconstruction of our government, we must expect to have the evil of violence repeated when a like exigency occurs. Had we a colorless executive put in power to administer under the constitution with even-handed justice the power of the government, and under this a ministry subject to the popular will as demonstrated in a majority of the House, we would have our court of appeal with its judge unbiased by political feeling to admonish and restrain partisan zeal and abuse. We might yet suffer from the tyranny of ;i majority, but such majority would be based on an appeal to reason, as we see in Europe, that educates as it agitates, and so escape a senseless contention for mere power that enables the successful party to inflict on the land a standing army of inefficient and dishonest office-holders. The queen of England is said to reign but does not rule. This is true only so long as rights under the constitution are respected by the party in power. Let these be invaded, and the queen's rule begins. Alexander Hamilton, in his admiration of the British rule that gave us our government, omitted the saving clause
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    44 The War. tiiut makes the government more of a republic than our own. IVrhapB that accounts for the omission. The successful party with us becomes the government, and it is not only despotic, but its displacement, since it has come to be hedged in by all the material interests of the country, depends on casualties, not to be counted on in the ordinary contest. The Democrat votes the Democratic ticket, the Republican in like manner supports his organization ; and under this condition, the Republicans, having driven out the Democrats at the point of the bayonet, might have remained the government till the end of our political structure, .but in the reconstruction of the South, it, unfortunately for itself, appealed not to the governing power of the South, found in its intelligence and force of character, but to the ignorance and imbecility of the slave populations. The government gave the late slave the ballot with a carpet-bagger and a bayonet, and thus inaugurated not only a war of races, but a war on civilization. When the civilization of two different races made their appeal to the government at Washington, they found there the case decided and judgment rendered, based solely on success at the polls. An appeal from the brute force of numbers to a brute force of arms was a necessity. We could not help ourselves. The unseen but not silent antagonisms of nearly three hundred years culminated in a storm no earthly wisdom could avert. Our government is a success only so long as it remains untried. We are slow to learn the lessons of the past. It feeds our vanity to be considered philosophers and philanthropists, with our actions based on the purest reason and our motives animated by the highest patriotism and goodness. Such conceit blinds us to our faults and renders all reform difficult, if not impossible. Before the
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    Introduction. 45 physician can prescribe, he must truthfully diagnose the disorder. To the more thoughtful and patriotic, the dangers that menace our great republic cause deep concern. The seeds of disorder and death planted in the system itself remain to plague us. It was arranged by the fathers to have the sovereignty rest in the people, with full power to settle all questions, but we fail to see that this will cut off from all expression through the cast-iron, invisible condition of the trusts called a government. We have a government of parties without process through which the party can find expression. The result is most deplorable. Elections no longer turn on a diversity of opinions or a difference of policy, as to how the government may be controlled, but upon a fraudulent use of money at the polls. Of course, the capitalists thus investing in politics, seek to recoup themselves through a use of the government they control as official agents. In this condition, what are we to expect when again a grave question such as slavery was, seeks solution at the hands of the government. The bayonets that drove the slave power from the capitol will, we fear, be once more in demand. However, our pen is with the past, and not the future, and it is pleasant to turn from these dark forebodings to the brilliant achievements that yet live to strengthen our selfrespect, pride, and patriotism, as a people.
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    LIFE OF THOMAS. CHAPTER I. . Early Life — The Child is Father to the Man — Home Life in Old Virginia— Wfefit Point and what it did not Teach, but what Young Thomas Learned. The brightest name upon the darkest page of our country's history, gives title to this book. The story of that life in the four years of a war that made such a crucial test of vitality in the great republic, is the true history of our country. From his first fight to his last great battle, we have a succession of victories in strange contrast to the campaigns of disaster and bloody defeats of others, above whose graves are being built lofty monuments, while that of George Henry Thomas remains almost unmarked. In one campaign, thajt from Nashville to Chattanooga, and back to Nashville again, his army carried the destinies of our great republic to the front, and its eagles swung through the smoke of terrible battles to victories that won, finally, the empire of a continent. About his name cluster all glories that the republic can boast of in the way of military ability and achievement, and yet so far his memory holds its monument only in the hearts of the soldiers he led on to victory. It is well for us then, who love our land and seek to transmit its deeds for the love, admiration, and example of the coming generations to gather up from the thinning ranks of veterans the memory of our hero. All that we have to relate is of record, but a record obscured, if not distorted, by partisan prejudice that will at any time sacrifice truth to an ignoble success of party. (47)
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    4g Life of Thomas. Probably we are .not yet far enough removed from a terrible ,,'mflict to correct or destroy the false that like clouds from swamps sucked up, are glorified by the sun, but we are near enough to great deeds themselves to build our monuments to the truly great. The slow but sure decay that eats into and destroys error, however plausible and popular, leaves untouched the truth that grows brighter and stronger as time wears on. The monuments built of bones and cemented by the blood of butchered men in terrible disasters, however foolishly called victories, will be the first to crumble, and men will hasten to forget the memories of shame. To cling to such is to condemn our race as not only ignoble, but imbecile. It is true that some defeats have in them higher merit than many victories, but the merit in this instance is not in the generals who won disaster through their inability, but to the men under muskets who closed up undismayed their thinned ranks, and to the spirit of a heroic people that defeat excited more than victory, and after each disastrous campaign sent a hundred thousand more of their sons to the slaughter. For the one Quintus Curtius sacrificed in the chasm, we gave half a million to save our great republic. There are two types of eminent men we are frequently called upon to study. In one we are amazed at the man having achieved what was claimed for him; in the other we are astonished that he did not accomplish more. In this last class George Henry Thomas stands conspicuous. There was a reserve force about him that impresses one as does the deep undertone of Niagara that dominates the swash and roar of waves in that falling sea. One can not contemplate General Thomas and not pass from his brilliant achievements that made the victory at Mill Springs, our first prestige to Union arms ; from his saving our army at Stone River, again at Chickamauga, and the nation at Nashville, to the thought of what might have been spared us in blood and treasure had he been put in command of our army at the beginning of the conflict. The impression he made upon the great men then in
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    Early Life. 49 control of our government waa in advance of any achievement that demonstrated his capacity. The strange, silent, solitary man carried his God-given commission in his presence, but he was a native of Virginia, and, so intense was the feeling at that time, that both Lincoln and Stanton distrusted a Southern soldier of West Point who would offer his sword in defense of the Union. " Let the Virginian wait," said Lincoln, and what that waiting cost us we are now called upon to count. To the real student of our war history, who, lifted above partisan feeling, sees events in their true light, next to the fools who mistook vanity for genius and so forced themselves to the front that they might learn war through defeat; the most exasperating are those who since the war have gone about with their button-holeing memoirs claiming victories when they suffered defeats, and begging the world to believe them great men. Now this differs from the great man who blushed like a girl when praised and with calm dignity sought his grave in silence, leaving his deeds to speak for themselves. No man is a truly great man who courts applause and seeks to bnild a monument to his own memory. The consciousness of power carries in itself its own reward. The breath of popular acclaim is but a breath, vain, uncertain, and fleeting, while all the marble and bronze monuments of earth are to the dead less than the dust they seek to commemorate. The applause of multitudes — the praise of the world falls unheeded upon the cold, unhearing ears of death. The mortal remains molder silently and swiftly into dust, while the spirit has passed into another existence so far removed from the brief, vain life of earth that it ceases to claim attention or even, probably, a memory. When one is born the world begins, and when one dies the world ends. It is a weakness and not a strength that makes one long to live in memory after the grave claims its own. Nothing has more marked the character and career of our great soldier than his dignified indifference to the opinions of others as to what he had achieved. 4
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    50 Life of Thomas. We have said that our story of heroic effort is of record. It is history and a matter of deep regret that it should deal with this great man purely in his public capacity. It was a peculiar trait of his strong character to remove himself from public recognition as far as possible. He denied his private papers to his would-be biographers while living, and leaving all such to his dear wife after his death, she carefully obeyed his injunctions. "All that I did for my government," he said, " are matters of history, but my private life is my own, and I will not have it hawked about in print for the amusement of the curious." We refer to this, we say, with regret. It was a weakness in General Thomas, as there was absolutely nothing in his private life from which he should shrink; there was no reason why he should disappoint the world that sought to know, and knowing love, the man so much admired. When speaking of the neglect he experienced in the wrong done him by the misrepresentations of the envious, he said : "History will do me justice." He did not reflect that in refusing for record his private life, he, to a great extent, made his public career obscure. How much of Washington's life is known from his voluminous letters, and how clearly we come to know McClellan through the free, but unfortunate missives sent almost hourly from the front to his wife. It is the man off parade we must see to know, and in knowing him we can the more correctly judge as to his work. While General Thomas was singularly reserved he was neither cold nor austere. Undemonstrative as he was under all circumstances, he had the quiet of a deep, calm current — quiet because deep. No mere mannerism could conceal the sweetness, the kindliness of his nature, and while he stood before his superiors in rank or moved among his associates in a way to repel familiarity of manner, he had that which won to him instinctively the sympathies of dogs, negroes and children. While his brother officers were held at a distance by his quiet manner, the humblest private would unhesitatingly approach him with his petition or grievance, and would receive the kindest and most patient attention.
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    Early Life. 51 All this would appear in words and act? if we had access to his private papers, but, as it is, we must content ourselves with such as come to us well authenticated outside the records we long for. Among these is a story told us by a southern woman, a lady of high social position and culture, who tells of a meeting between Generals Thomas and Hood after the war. These great captains found themselves by accident in the same hotel. At the instance of Hood, this lady sought and asked Thomas if it would be agreeable for him to meet the Confederate he so signally defeated at Nashville. "Certainly, my dea.r madam," responded Thomas, "I shall be most happy to meet General Hood. Will he come to my room?" The minister of peace carried her message to General Hood, and they returned together. Entering the corridor that led to Thomas' room, Hood clattered along on his crutches without speaking, and as they approached the door it was suddenly thrown open, and, Thomas appearing, threw his arm around Hood and helped him in with a tenderness that was touching. The kind mediator left the two together, and when an hour after she saw her friend, the bravest fighter of all the Confederate forces had the trace of tears in his eyes and voice. "Thomas is a grand man," he said, in a tone full of emotion, "he should have remained with us, where he would have been appreciated and loved." Of a deep religious nature that approached Puritanism in its observance, he kept his faith strictly, as all else of a personal nature, to himself. But no exigencies of camp life, that at times destroy privacy, kept him from prayers taught him in his childhood, that brought him rest at night. ^ He differed strikingly from his brother officers in being entirely free from profanity. "An oath weakens an order," he once said, " for it is an expression of excitement, and takes from instead of adding to the force of a command, for it lowers the officer in the eyes of his men." This religious feeling in General Thomas came from his Huguenot blood on one side, while his Welsh temperament on
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    52 Lif<' of the other gave him control of himself. This was singularly marked. Under no circumstances was he known to lose the ealm manner that was his striking characteristic. At Stone River, when utter defeat seemed surging through his I, he was forced to change front in the face of the enemy, and he was as cool as if on parade. Again at Chickamauga, when the entire right wing was crumbled away, leaving the road open to his rear, and the bulk of the Confederate forces were pounding on his front, a most perilous condition, General Qarfield found the great commander in the pauses of the attack as cool and quiet as if no monstrous disaster to our anus were impending. There is a striking illustration of truth in heredity presented us by the Huguenot blood to which we have referred. There is probably no history of a class or race in which blood is more distinctly marked than in that of the men driven from France in the early part of the seventeenth century to the American continents. Wherever found, the same strong characteristics and high traits manifest themselves. A New England Puritan was a fierce propagandist. The Huguenots, on the contrary, had no creed to crowd down the throats of others. Their religion was a confidential matter between God and themselves. They resented the despotic interference in their worship, not because it was blasphemous, as the Puritans held, but for the reason that it was an insult to their manhood. It was a degradation they protested against with their lives. After all we are slow to learn that it is the man and not the creed that creates the religion*. The negro makes a fetich of the most elevated and refined religion, while the Huguenot, holding the darkest dogmas that ever depraved humanity, lifted his belief into the highest plane of brotherhood on earth and Fatherhood in heaven. Be that as it may, the Calvanistic creed of predestined damnation was but a surface indication of a sturdy manhood that resisted interference, and lapsed back most generally into the mother church after the pressure was removed. So far as religious belief extends, the Huguenots of the United States are such only in character. In a majority of instances they are either Catholics or agnostics, and illustrate
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    Etirly Life. 53 the truth of the old maxim that "the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church," and makes persecution the cause of growth. It is not the creed that is strong, but the human nature that is obstinate. General Thomas was an Episcopalian, with a character that forced itself into an acceptance of truth whenever taught or found. His perfect temperament, generous impulses, and kindly nature transmuted the narrowest creed he might accept into the broadest plane of Christian excellence. George Henry Thomas was born in Southampton county, Virginia, 31st July, 1816. Of Welsh extraction, as the name indicates, on one side, he was French, as we have said, on the other. The well preserved annals of the family and their good sense saved them from the weak pretensions of so many American families to aristocratic origin. There were no cavaliers in the Thomas family and not the remotest trace of the Pocahontas blood. This fact has not prevented one of his biographers from referring to the cavaliers in a hazy, speculative way. The fact is, however, that the early settlers of our continent were hardened and, let us hope, honest laborers. The aristocrats never emigrate. They may be driven out by political or religious controversies, but in such case they rapidly disappear. The down-trodden laborers, inured to privation and toil, faced the dangers of an unknown deep, and a struggle for life in an almost untrodden wilderness, to better their condition. The aristocracy had no such incentive to change. The life of ease and luxury they led at home neither trained them to bear privation nor made any other mode of existence than their own attractive. The zeal with which we hasten to dishonor the graves of our ancestors is pitiable. All the parade of imaginary pedigrees and emblazoned coats-of- arms, stolen from families fallen into decay, shame us as a people. There may be little romance in our conquest of a continent, but there is much honor. We owe our all to the hard hands and bowed backs of honest toilers, before whose high manhood and indomitable will a howling wilderness was changed to sunny fields of industrial life, and a new people came into existence, to rank
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    54 Life of Thomas. among the foremost nations of civilized1 humanity. There is more true pride in such ancestry than any to be found in tracing our lineage back to thieving barons, whose only mission on earth was to oppress and kill. George Henry Thomas had none of this false pride in his nature. He was wont to tell with glee how when a boy he made a saddle for himself, an article he was unable to purchase, by watching the saddler day after day construct i UK-, he following at home the lesson learned at the shop until the saddle was completed. That he would have made a first class mechanic we can well believe, for he had that in him which would have insured success in any walk of life. The early youth of our hero was as quiet and uneventful as his later years were full of tumult. He retained to the last that quiet self-poise which reminds one of the eagle balancing his pinions on the storm-cloud, while all else is in the hurried confusion of seeming destruction. The home life of old Virginia, in its patriarchal simplicity, was exceedingly beautiful. One acquainted with it can picture the quiet old mansions gleaming white amid their oaks, rude enough in. their architecture, but so homelike in their calm. Generations of intermarriage had made all akin, while the ties of family strengthened the domestic bond that found something nearer and dearer to live for than the mere pursuEPUB/image_0676_01.jpeg
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