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PREFACE.

THE stupendous forts of Kalinjur and Ujee Gurh, the anti-
quities they contain, and the vestiges of former ages, apparent
throughout Boondelk,hund, first prompted cnquiry into the history
of that province.

Research was for some time finsuccessful, or productive only
of vague and doubtful information. Subsequent enquiries, how-
ever, led to the discovery of an ancient manuscript termed the
Kshutr Purkash, written in verse by a bard named Lad, recording
the wars, celebrity, and succession of the ancient Rajas, and the
valor, intrepidity, and heroism of the warlike Boondclas. It ap-
pears to Lave beenwritten during the life, and probably under the
superintendence of the celebrated Raja Chuttur Saul, of whose
reign, and that of his father Raja Chumput Rae, it contains cir-
cumstantial information.

No Raja, before or since, appears so successfully to have
stemmed the tide of Mobummudan conquest ; or, so often to have
opposed and defeated the chosen troops of the most able, enter-
prizing, and warlike of the Mogal emperors:—well might Raja
Chuttur Sayl, therefore, exult in his exploits, and indulge the
feeling of recording his deeds of valor in the stanzas of an
epic poem! . ’

Aurungzeb, the most intolerant and vindictive persecutor of
the Hindoos, manifested his religious zeal by mutilating their
sculpture, demolishing their temples, or converting them into
mosques for Mohummudan worship. Unable to endure the de-
struction of all they held sacred and dear, they were roused to
rebellion.  Their just indignation once excited, religious enthusi-
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asm, a high sense of honor, and the principleof the Chuttree faith,
never to retire from battle, led them on to victory. United under
a chief whose virtues and heroic achievements commanded their
confidence and love, they speedily expelled their oppressors, over-
ran the adjacent territorics, and demanded the chout,h, or one
fourth of the revenue of those districts to which the Raja laid
claim. In default of immediate payment, they were invaded by
an overwhelming force, whose route might be traced by the blaz-
ing of the villages and the destruction of the peasantry.

Such is the outline of the first and second parts of this trans-
lation. The third part is formed from various Persian and other
documents, which in the course of inquiry, I was enabled to obtain ;
completing the history to the period of the eccupation of Boon-
delkhund by the British troops, in 1803, Every thing of moment
which has occurred in the province, since that period, is recorded
in the Asiatic Annual Registers and other periodical publications,
and would afford abundant interesting materials {or another vo-
lume.

In the course of the translation, I have not hesitated in re-
trenching redundancies, in supplying obvious deficiencies, and
rendering perspicuous such parts as appeared defective, ambigu-
ous, or erroneously transcribed ; endeavoring, in conveying the
meaning, to preserve the style and spirit of the original.

The necessity of illustrating passages, and the interest excited
in pursuing investigation, have induced me to insert copious anno-
tations. The works from which they are cited, are, Maurice’s In-
dian Antiquities, and History of I}indoostan ; Ward’s View of the
History, Literature, and Religion of the Hindoos ; Dow’s Ilistory
of Hindoostan ; and occasionally from other authors, whose names
are detailed.

The view of the north east gate of Ujee Gurh, and also of that
fort, are taken from the Military Repository. For the other engrav-
ings 1 am obliged to Captain Mason, of the 10th Regiment of Light
Cavalry.
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Having now acknowledged to whom I am indebted, and the
extent of the liberties 1 have taken with the original, I proceed to
observe, that, at the commencement of Hindoo works of litera-
ture, it is usual to invoke the name, implore the aid, and recite
the praises of Guneshu, the god of wisdom. The poet accorde
ingly begins with the following exordium.

“ Praise heto Guneshu’! May the sun of his wisdom enlighten
the darkness of my understanding, and cnable me to bring this
work 1o a successful termination! O Guneshu! who, in a moment,
canst absolve a multitude of sins, remove the greatest misfortunes,
and bestow the Llessings of virtue,—who grantest protection to
those who implore it, restrainest the bands of discord and sedition,
dispersest grief and sorrow, and diffusest the joys of spring,—whose
high forehead marked with redlead * is like the sun bu.rsting' in
glory from the orient hills,—I supplicate thee, to grant me wisdom!
And thee, O! Sursootee ®, Talso invoke! Bestow on thy servant Lal,
fluency of language, power of versification, and ability, to record
the history of the Boondelas; for, without thy aid the attempt
would be like endeavouring to swim the tempestuous ocean, or
embarking on it, exposed to the raercy of the waves !”

' Guneshil is drawn with an clephant’s head, a long body, and riding on a rat. He has four hands,
one containing a sunk,h, or the sacred shell sounded hy the Bramhuns; another an Ankoos, or spike for
driving elephants ; a third holds a circle, the emblem of eternity; and the fourth, a water-lily, the symhol
of the productive power of waters, upon which the active spirit of the Creator operated, in giving life and
vegetation to matter. In the Grecian mythology, Socrates is also represented with an elephant’s head :
a coincidence, similar to which are many others tending to evince, that the Grecian, Ilindoo, and Egyp«
tian mythology are of one common origin.

3 Alluding to the practice of rubbing red ochre or red lead on the fore part of elephant’s heads.

3 Sursoottee or Suruswuttee is the goddess of learning, the wife of Guneshii, aud the daughter of
Brumha. She is represented as a white woman standing on the water-lily, and playing on a lute. Her
mames are¢ Brumhee, or the daughter of Brumha: Bhasha, she who bestows the power of speech: Sure
sootee or Suruswuttee, she who from the curse of a Bramhun was turned into a river.— Fard.






THE

HISTORY OF THE BOONDELAS,

—— Pl
PART L

wspph-ddese
Cuar. 1,
Contarning an Account of the ancient Rajas,y

rl‘HE ancient Rajas, whose successors continue to the present day, getluced their origm
from Sooruj Deb 4, or, in other words, they are descended from th®sun, who, sitting on
his one-wheeled car, goes round the heavens and the earth, and in the revolution of dhe
day. kills sisty thousand Usoors %, who, at the time of his rising, oppose his progress.
When he has destroyed them, he darts his refulgent rays, conveying light and bounty
throuzh the universe. The Soorus ¢ and Moonis 7 were always offering bim praise and
adoration, and sceking an asylum in his courts. He daily increased their faith and deve-
tion. Under his government, crimes had no existence, and every one was contented and
happy. No tougue can relate bhis glory, goodness, and praise; for they are infinite. Af-
ter a period, Sooryj Deb had a son nawed Munoo #, commonly called Raja Munoo, who

* This god, namcd also Sooryu, Sourn, Ruvee, &c. is said to be the son of Kushyupu, the progenitor of gods
and men.

He is represented as a dark red man, with three eyes and four arws ; in two he holds the water lily ; with ano~
ther he is bestowing a blessing, and with the other, forbidding fear.

He sits on a red water lily, and rays of glory issue from his body.— Ward.

The solar car is supposed to have but one wheel, which goes round like a horse in a mill. “

#The Usoors or giants, the enemics of the gods, are the offspring of Kushyupu, (Cassiopeia ?) the progenitor
of gods, giants, men, serpents, and birds, by his different wived— Ward.

® The persons who worship Sooryu, or the sun, as their guardian deity, are called Soorus.— I'hey never eat till
they have worshipped the sun; and when the sun is entirely govered with clouds, they fast. On a Sunday, many
Svoras, as well as Hindoos of other sects, perform, in a more particular manner, the worship of this ido! ; and on
this day some of them fast.

7 Devotevs,

* The Menu of Brumbu is believed to preside over the world. Menu informs his enquirers, that thi« world was
al¥lark, undiscernible, undistinguishable, altogether as a profound sleep, till the self-existent invisihle ¢.c ( aking
1t manifest with five elements*, and other glorious forms, perfectly dispelled the gloom. Desiring to taise up crea-
tures by an emanation from his own essence, he first created the waters, and impressed them with the power of

* The Akas iy a kind of celcstial element : ether.
B



possessed the good qalities of his father, had thousands of cbildren, and an innumerable
posterity ; for all mankind are descended from him.

The Rajas of former ages, whose posterity has descended to the present time, sup-
ported the whole weight of the empire, were extremely vigilant and careful in protecting
*heir subjects, in war obtained great victories, celebrated them with rejoicings, and never
fled from the field of battle. To the utmost of their power, they protected the Cow 9 and

the Bramhuus, taking care that neither should ever be exposed to want or distress.

From the earliest antiquity, the principles of the Chuttree faith have been, to consi-
der one’s life an appropriate offering or sacrifice to ensure the safety of a Cow or a
Brahmun'®—to give no one pain---to kill no animal wantonly, inflicting pain and death on-
ly on enemies—to delight in war, since death in battle ensures bliss in heaven—to htmble
the oppressor, and subdue the refractory—to walk in the paths, of virtue and religion, seek-
ing honor and reputation—and never to be dismayed in battle ; bat, in time of war, should
one’s bitterest enemy come for safety and protection, it is an incumbent duty to reccive

motion : by that power was produced a golden egg, blazing like a thousand stars, in which was born Bruhma,
the great parent of all rational beings, that which is, the invisible cause, sclf-existing but unperceived. That di-
vinity having dwelt in the egg through revolving years, himself meditating upon himself, divided it into two equal
parts, and from those halves he formed the heavens and the carth, placing in the midst the subtil ether, the eight
points of the world, and the permanent receptacle of waters. Asiatic Researches, vol. i. p, 245,  Brumha was the
first created Deota, a name often applied to the celestial orbs, by whose invigorative heat and light, und the opera-
tive inpulse of a divine energy, ereation rosc into being. The first and noblest progeny of Hindoost han, that is,
the race of Brumha, are called the children of the sun, implying that Brumha was a personification of the solar
orb; an hypothesis supported by the fact of the solar and planetary worship being so common among Pagans of
every age and countrv, Manasseh worshipped al) the host of heaven, and served them ;™ meaning the planctary
bodies. Josiah, ¢ the son of Manasseh, put down all that burnt incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to'the moon, an:d
to alp the host of heaven, By the prophet Jereminh God threatens that the people shall bring out the bones of the
king of Judah, of the frinces, priests, prophets, and people, and shall spread them before the sun, the moon, and
all the host of heaven whom they served.”  In the island of Albion, the image of the sun was placed on a high pil-
lar, as half a man, with a face full of rays of light, and a flaming wheel on his breast. He was worshipped in the
same mauner as Mithra in Persia, and the divinities in the east.  The Persian Magi preserved a continual fire on
an altar in honor of the sun and lights of the firmament, as the Romans did their holy fire dedicuted to Vesta,—

Maurice.

9 Brumhu created the Bramhuns and the Cow at the same time :—the Bramhuns to read the formulas, and
the Cow to affard milk (clarified butter) for the burnt offerings. The gods, by partaking of burat offerings, are
said to enjoy exquisite pleasure; and men, by eating clarified butter, destroy their sins. The Cow is called the
mother of the gods, and is declared by Brumhu to b a proper object of worship. The Shastru appoints that the
images of the gods shall be anointed with milk, curds, clarified butter, cow-dung, and urine, whereby they be-
come free from impurity, and all unclean places are purified by cow-dung. Indeed, many Bramhuns do not go out
of the house in a morning until the doorway has been rubbed with cow-dung. Persons strict in their religion wor-
ship the Cow daily ; after bathing, they throw flowers at her feet, and feed her with fresh grass, saying, O Bhugu-
vutee, eat! and then walk round her three or seven times, making obeisance.~Warddl

10 Astonished at the striking similarity that subsists between thereligious principles of the Hindoos and those of
the Christian faith, the learned Hyde (Hyde Hist. Relig. vel. Perse, p. 31,) boldly pronounced that Bruhma must
have been the patriarch Abraham. Postellus, however, (Abrahum Postellus in Commentario et Jezifah,) had long
before asserted the same thing, with this additional circumstance, tiat the tribe of Brahmins are the descendants
of that patriarch, by his wife Keturah, and were go called, quasi Abrahmanes. Vol. ii. Ind. Antiq. p. 322.



3

him courteoysly, to remove fear and distrust, and give him rest; for Vishnoo! is pleased
in the repose and protection which is afforded to man. Wealth should be appropriated
to charitable purposes, and not to personal luxury and enjoyment.

The account of the Rajas is long : but as nothing material is on record respecting
those of the very early ages, the history begins with Ram Chunder, who was an Uvatar 12
or incarnation of the mooun.

This Rajal3, with his brother Luchmun. waged the great war, made a bridge
over {he sea, passed it with his whole army, killed the giant Ravanu. who had ten heads,
extirpated his race, and returncd to Ujodheea, the capital of his dominions.

1 Vishnoo is represented in the form of a black man with four arms, in one of which he holds a club, in ano-
ther a shell, in the third a chukra, (an instrument of destruction like a wheel,) and in the fourth a water lily. He
rides on Gorooru, (see note 57,) an anithal half %ird and half man, and wears yellow garments.

L]

12The Hindoo Shastrus give accounts of ten outn.rs, or uvatars, or appearances or incarnations of Vishnoo, in
the character of the Preserver, nine of which are said to be past. Vishnoo has a thousand names, nmong which are
the following. Vishnoo, that is, the being into whom, at the destruction of the world, all is absorbed. Narayunu,
or he who dwells on the waters at the time of a Pruluyu, when every thing is reduced to the clement of water.
Govindu, the raiser of the earth, when submerged in the waters of the universe. He sits on the spake Ununty,
which has a thousand heads.—Ward.

13 The history of Ram Chunder forms the contents of the Ramayunu, an epic poem much celebrated among
the Hindoos. See Ward's History, &c. of the Hindoos, page 167 to page 171,

' Alluding to the famous Pica &’ Adam, or print of Adam’s foot, two spans in length, on the highest mountain
of Ceylon, which induced the Portuguese to give the name of Adam’s bridge to that series of rocks lying between
Ceylon and the mainland.  This, nccording to Sir W. Jones, is a valgar error ; since it shonld be styled Ramw’s
bridge. The Missionary Bouchet, in the Lettres Edificantes, describes it as composed not of arches, but of pro-
digious stones, rising about three feet above the water—many cighteen feet in diameter, and others more, with
spaces of from three to ten feet hetween every stone ; and that these masses of rock have been used in modern
fhnes, as w bridge, by the Raja of Marava, who, when pursued by the King of Madura, passed over it to Ceylon
with all his army, treasures, and elephants, upon great beams thrown across their surface. Maurice.—Mr. Knox
informs us, that the name Pico d'Adama was invented by the Portuguese; that in the language of the country,
that high mountain is called Hummalella, and the natives worship there the sacred footstep not of Adam, but of
Boodhu (Mercury}, who from that eminence mounted to his native skies.—Knox's History of Ceylon, p. 81. Feb.
1681.

The sepnlchre of Adam, according to 1lerbelot, at this day remains guarded by lions. ¢ Les anciens persons
assurent qu'il fut entercé dans U'lsle de Sirandeb, ou son sepulchre etoit gardé par des lions du temps que les geants
se faisoient la guerre.”

The following is the Hindoo account of Adam’s bridge :—

When Ramu (i. e. Ram Chunder) ascertuined that Ravunu had carried off Sceta, his wife, to Lunka (Ceylon),
he arrived on the coast opposite with an army of 369, 000 monkeys, under the command of Seogreevu, whose gene-
ral Huncoman immediately leaped across the sea (500 miles) to Lunlsa, where he found Seeta in a garden be-
longing to Ruvunu, and to whom he gave'a ring from Ramu, and she in return sent Rému a jewel from her hair.
Hunooman then began to destroy one of Ravunu's gardens, who sent people to kill [Tunooman ; but he destroyed
those who were sent. Ravunu then sent his son Ukshyu against the mischigvous monkey, but he also was destroyed.
Ravunu next sent his eldest son, who seized Hunoowman, and bringing him before his father, the kiug ordered his at-
tendants to set his tail on fire. 'Tfé then came to Sceta, and complained that he could not extinguish the fire on his
tail.  She dirccted him to spit upon it, and he raising his tail to his face for that purpose, set his fuce on fire. e
then complained, that when he arrived at howe with such a black face, all the monkeys gwould laugh at him. Secta,
to comfort him, told him, that all the other, monkeys should have black faces also ; and when Hunooman arrived
among his friends, he found that they had nll black faces as well as himself. After Hunooman had given this ac-
count to Ramu, he proceeded to iuvade Lunka, but was at a loss how to lead the army across the sea. He fasted,
and prayed Lo Saguru for three days, and was angry wilb the god for not appearing to him, He, therefore, or-
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Raja Ram Chunder had two sons, named Kooshu and Luvu, who were brave, learned,
and discerning ; unrivalled in archery, horsemanship, and the use of the spear; and versed
in every art and science.

dered Lukshmunu to fire an arrow, and carry away the god's umbrella.  The god, then aroused from his sleep, ex-
claimed, ¢ Has Ramu arrived at the sea side, and have 1 not known it 2** He then direrted Ramu to apply to Nulu,
to whom he had given a blessing, that whatever he threw into the sea should become buoyant. At the command of
Nulu, the monkeys tore up the neighbouring mountains, and cast them into the gea. Hunooman brought three moun -
tains on his head at once, each 64 miles in circumferenc.., and one on each shoulder, cqually large, together with one
under each arm, oue in each paw, and one on bis tail. All these mountains being thrown into the sea, and becoming
buoyant, a complete bridge was formed, which, however, Ravunu way coustantly employed in breaking dowu.

The engagement between Ramu and Ravunu lasted seven days. Ramu ent off the ten heads of Ravunu a hundved
times, but they were always miraculously restored. Ramu then discharged an arrow which had these properties,-- that
if it went into the air, it became 10,000 ; if it entered the body of an enemy, it became an inaumerable multitnde.
Ravunu at the sight of this arrow was filled with fear, and would have fled ; but recollecting that Shivu Lad once
given him an arrow that was to rescue him in a time of extreme peril, he discharged it, and destroyed Ramu’s ter-
rible arrow : still however, he was full of fear, for whichever way‘he turned, he saw Ramu : he shut his eyes, but
still he saw him in his mind. At lengtu, perceiving a0 way of escape, he began to flatier Ramu, who was v soften-
ed that he declared he would never destroy Ravunu.  The gods, alarmed lest Ravunu should be spaved, excited bim
to reproach Ramu, who, indignant at such conduct, let fiy an arrow which pierced Ravinu’s body, proeveded
through the carth into the regions helow, and having then bathed, returned in the form of a goose, aud apain en-
tered the quiver in its original shape. The gods were so much in fear of Ravunu, that they darst not begin to rejoice
till*hey were sure he was dead: in whispers they ashed each other, ““1s he dead? Is he really dead 2 When it
was known that he was certainly dead, tae gods, Ramu, the monkeys, and the bears all began to dance.— Nundo-
duree, the chief wife of Ravunu, and mother of Indryjit, after the death of her hushand, went to Raumu weeping.
Ramu, nut knowing who she was, guve ler this blessing, that she should never become a widow. Findiug his mis-
take, (having just hilled her husband,) he ordered Hunooman continually to throw wood into the fire, secording
to a proverb among the Hindoos, that as long as the body of the husband is burning, a woman i not called a wi-
dow. To thix day} therefore, Hunooman keeps laying logs on the fire ; and every time a Hindoo puts bis fingers in
his ears and hiears a sound, he says he hears the bones of Ravann burving.  Ramu thus obtained his w ife 5 but as
a trial of her innocence while in the bands of Ravanu, he compelled her to pass through a fiery ordeal, whick she
did unhurt. He then returncd to Ujodhya, and mounted the throne. After this, however, some person objected Lo
Ramu, that it was not proper for him to receive Seeta, after she had been in keeping of a giant. e therefore sent
her into the forest to Valmeckee, the writer of the Ramayunu, when she was delivered of two sons, Luvu and
Kooshu 3 the latter of whom was afterwards stolen by the god Punchanunnu ; when Valmeckee, to comtort the
mother, took a blade of Kooshu grass, and secretly made a child so much like Kooshu, that Sceta did not know it
from her own son.  In a short time, however, Punchanunu, not being able to destroy a child of Ramu’s, restored
Kooshu, and Valmeekee caused the two boys to become one.  Before his death Ramu performed the sacrifice of a
horse. Seeta aud ber two sons, Luvu and Kooshu, were restored 10 him 5 but Ramu wishing Seeta again 1o pass
through . fiery ordeal, she entered the fire ; but the goddess Prithivee opened ber wouth, and received her into
Patalu. At length Kalu Poorooshn, the angel of death, went to Ramu, expressing a wish for a secret conference.
Ramu promised, that while he was present, no one should be admitted, and placed Lukshmunu at the door to keep
out all intruders ; but while Ramu and Kalu Poerooshu were closeted, I)(lgl‘\':lb;‘l the sage arrived, and demanded
an interview with Ramu. This sage was 8o very passiouage, that cvery one dreaded contradicting him : Luksh-
munn, therefore, through fear, went in and unnounced bis arrival. Ramn for this offence rejected his brotler, who
in a paroxysm of grief, drowned himself én the sacred river Surujoo, and went to heaven. Ramu afterwards put
an end to his life in the sanfe manner. Luvu and Kooshu succeeded him.Y— Ward.

In commemoration of these events, the Dusuburu annually takes place, and indicates to the warlike tribes,
the period for commencing hostilities, Rushurutu was a king who, having, in coufurmity with & promise cx-
acted by his wife, banished Ramu, soon after died of grief. After which a shoe of Ramu’s was placed upon the

throne.

The whole of this Uvatar is obviously intended to instil the doctrine of the Metemspychosis, which is another
remarkable coincidence with the Grecian fables. Pythagoras remembered to Lave been Atbalides, the son of Mer-
cury, and afterwards to have assisted the Grecks at the siege of Troy, in the character of Euphorbus, where he
was wounded by Menelaus, From him his soul passed into the body of Hermotimus ;
and last of all into the philosopher Pythagoras. Empedocles said that he remembd
then a boy, and afterwards a shrub, a bird, and a fish. Travels of Antenor, vol. i. p. <

ninto that of a fisherman,
have been first a girl,
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Kooshu had a son named Huree Brimh, who, being a zealous follower of the faith and
virtues of the Chuttrees, was invested by his father with the sovereignty of Oudhpuo.ree,
by the ceremony of fixing on his forehead, in the presence of the princes and nobles of the
empire, the Rajtilk, or mark of dowinion.

On being thus vested with regal power, he assumed the title of Muliee Paul. He was
succeeded by his son Oodim, whose son Hoolmun was suceecded by his son Bimnul Chitnd,
a celchrated warrior, famed for courage, valor and magnanimity. He was succeeded by
a”son named Chuttur Paul, whose son and suceessor Joudhpanl, was father of Biliung
Raj, likewise named Bihungesh.

From the reign of Muhee Paul to that of Bihung Raj, the seven Rajas above mention-
ed succeeded to the sovereignty of Ujodheea, or Qudh.  Bihung Raj had a son named
Kash Raj, who. on ascending the throne, quitted Ujodheea, the seat of the sovereignty of
his ancestors, and fixedehis residence at Kashee or Bunarus, where his government and

LR . - [ ] . .
good qualities rendered his subjects so contented and happy, that nothing was heuard from
thiem but expressions of praise and satisfaction.

From that epocha, whoever was born ruler of Bunarus, iuherited the title of Khsh-
reswor, ot Lord of Kashee. b

Kash Raj was suceeeded by his son Guhirdeb, the fame of whose valor and virtues
spread thronzhout the world.  He was succeeded by a son named Bimal Chund, who
was so mighty and {erocious, that the hills trembled at lis presence. He was succeeeded
by his son Gop Chund, whose piety. charity and virtues were the theme of gencral adini-
ration. He had a son vamed Govind Chunder, celebrated for skill in war, strength and
heroie achievements:;—who was succeeded by his son Tilhinpaal, a zealous promoter of
the Chuttree faith. He was succeeded by his son Bindh Raj, a prince excelling in every
art and science;—who was succeeded by his son Noonik Deb, whose son Bedil Deb was
father of Urjoonu Brimh, whose valour and suceess in war oceasioned him to be called
Urjoonu . He was succeeded by his son Beer Bhudur, who zealously adhered to the prin-
ciples of the Chuttree faith.  This Raja bad two wives, by one four sons, whose names
are unknown, and by the other one son, named Punchum, who succeeded to the sove-

reignty, which continued in his live,—descending 1o his posterity.
[ )

Raja Beer Bhudur was fonder of Punchum than of his other children, made him his
keir, and in order o secure to him the succession, associated him with himseli in the so-
vereignty.

e e e e - - i —
12 Urjoonu was a Kshutriya king with a thousand arus, who overcame the greatest monarchs, and made dreadful
havae in the world. He beat Ravunu, and tied him to the heels of his horse; but Brawmha delivered bim, and recon-
ciled them again.  One evening Urjoonn being in the forest, took refuge in the hut of Jumudug wo . the learned
ascetic.  He had with him an army of 900,000 men : yet Jumudugnee entertained them all.  Uiloorn #stonished,
enquired of his people how this sage, living in a forest, was able to entertain so many people ! Thev #0901 not tell,
They saw nothing except a cow Bramha had given him ; but it was by her wmeans perhaps, that : .« ‘ble to en-
tertain 30 many guests.  Its name was Kamu Dhenoo, or the carth personified.  Urjoonu ofi 1o funadugnee
his kingdom for the cow, and on his refusal made war with him, and destroyed him and his whole «o'my. Purushoo
Raimnu, hearing of the death of his father Jumudugnee, went to the residence of Urjoonu, and killed Yom.—Ward,

C
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, When Raja Beer Bhudur died, Punchum ascended the throne, and assumed the reins
of empire; but had not reigned many‘days, when his four brothers rebelled against him,
endeavored to take his life, and expelled him {rom his dominions : appropriating the royal
treasures. and dividing the empire into four parts, cach assumed the government of his

allotted portion. N

Panchum, who had never experienced care, difficulty, or distress. was, from the un-
favourable aspeet of his horgscope, thus suddenly plundercd, oppressed, and plunged in
a sea of trouble.  Helpless, forlorn, and expelled from the parental mansion, he pondered
on the measures it became expedient to adopt ;and in the bitterness of grief, anguish, and
despair, derived cons<olation from reflecting, that no dependance can be placed on this
world, wherein every thing is mutable and transitory, where paternal and maternal wealth
is a source of discord among relations ; the son, the father, or the brother, regardless of
consanguinity and Kindred, seeking each other’s lives. and yet imagining that their exter-
nal demonsirations of piety and devotion can, in place of deeds, ;1p'pvase,.and be aceeptable
to, the supreme Being. Thus, under the influence of misfortune, affliction, and a wounded
spirit, the mental monitor, faithful to her trust, afforded bim the peace and tranguillity of
conscious rectitude ; enabling him to derive comfort from the reflection, that though his bre-
thren, actuated by avarice, envy and ambition, had deprived him of his wealth and domi-
nion, yet that his adversity proceeded more from the decrees of untoward destiny than
from their persecution ; for, when Vishnoo was slumbering on the sea, supported by the
serpent Ununtu !5, Mudhoo Kyeetnb, an evil being formed from the substance dis-
charged from the cars of the sleeping deity, regardless of the being to whom he owed
existence, raised his impious hand to deprive of life the preserver of the world ; when the
omniscient Vishuoo, making a mental appeal to Brimh, Jog Nidruh!'? was by that almighty
power sent to slay Mudhoo Kyeetub, whose destruction averted the danger to which
Vishnoo was exposed. Thus Panchum also, by an appeal to the Creator. sought and ob-
tained comfort ; and extenuating the conduct of his brethren, considered that when from
the prevalence of innate evil, such an attempt was made against the Deity by his own off-
spring, little could be expccted from erring man!

It was Jog Nidruh also who, by the divine decree, entercd the womb of Jusodha, eluded
the power of Kungsu, and retired to dwell in Bindhecachul '3, whence she received the ap-

16 Ununtu is a large serpent with a thousand heads, on whom Vishnoo slnmbered for a thousand years, on the
waters of the universe. The period ““ when the earth was withont form, and void, and darkness was upon the face
of the deep,” is bere beautifully typified by the slmmber of the Deity, who reposed, snpported by the coils of Unun-
tu, on the waters of chaos for 1000 years. During which period the Lowos (see note 38.) sprung from Vishnoo's
navel ; and from that Hower was produced Brursha, who after creating the earth, caused, from his own mind, a num-
ber of sages aud four females to be born. Among the sages was Kushyupu, before mentioned.  From Ditee the Gi-
ants; from Kudroo, the Hydras ; and from Vinuta, Goroorn and Uroonu.  He then caused a Kshutriya or Chhu-
tree to spring from his arms; a Voyshyu from his thighs ; and a Shoodru from his feet.

7 Mubadevee is the goddess of the Jogu Nidru, i. e. ¢ the tranquil repose of the mind from an abstraction of
ideas.” The account of her spirit entering the womb of Jusodha, of the birth of Krishna, &c. is detailed in the
24th chapter, to which the reader is accordingly referred.

' Bindhceachul is the name of the hills near Mirzapoor, and of a neighbouring town of religious resort on the
Ganges.
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pellation of Bindheeabasnee Bhowance. She it was also who inspired Punchum With
the thought of becoming her votary, of retiring to Bindhecachul, and of devoting his life
to religious austerity and the worship of God.

He accardingly purified himself in the sacred water of {he Ganges, proceeded o that
place, performed the pilgrimage and usual rites, and became exempt from the three $he-
cies of trouble and distress ; namely, that inflicted by the Deotas, that occasioned by our-
s¢ives, and that expericnced from the reigning Prince.

.

Punchum being thus relieved from a weight of sorrow, the pleasing phantom Hope
whispered, that the attainment of the object ofhis wishes was not remote, and would seon
be realized.  In order to render himself more deserving of so signal an anticipated inter-
position in his behalf, he imposed on himsell the additional austerity of standing upon one

leg 19, abstaining from foed, and remaining in constant devout meditation.

L ]
.

Contemplating the goodness, mercy, and love of Bindheeabasnee Bhowanuee, he
remained in a state of abstraction for seven days. At the close of that period, he hearda
voice, saying, < Oh! Punchum, thou shalt repossess thy wealth and domi:.li(m " When
these words reverberated on his ear, he replied, € It is not for sovereignty and riches that
have chosen a life of piety and devotion.” The voice ceased ; but left a ray of the cheering
hope of realizing the secret wish of his heart, dawning on his mind, encouraging him to
persevere in his austerities ; thus several weeks elapsed, when nature being exhausted, he
began to despond, and mentally said: « Why should T flatter myself with a vain hope ; for
when will the wish of an unfortunate orphan be realized? It is, therefore, better to end at
once a life pregnant only with misery and misfortune, by offering it a sacrifice20 to Bin-

1+« Those religious works which require bodily sufering are denominated Tupusyas. Among other acts which
“all under this deseription ave severe abstinence, repeating the name of an idol, and sitting in particular postures
for a long time, a person snrrounding himself with five fires, and the severities practised by ascetics.  The works
of severity towards the body are done as penances for sin, and as works of extraordinary merit, producing large re-
wards v a future state.”— Ward,

The tollowing account of the pepance of the five fires is taken from Fryer's travels. ¢ At Surat, Isaw a Takir
who was cujoined to endure for 10 days the purgatory of the five fires.  He was seated on the lower part of a four
square stage or altar, with three ascents two feet high and as many square.  While he was in a musing posture,
other Fahirs beat gongs, and performed on their rouzh musical instrnments until he fell t his prayvers, which he conti-
nued until the sun became warm.  The ceremony commenced at sunrise.  He then ascended 1o the upper or last
square, at each eorner nf.wh'wh was kindjed a fire, in the small space between which he sat, crowned with a great
collar of wooden beads which he retoved from his neck to bis head.  Then coming in the midst of the flames as
it were to worship, with his head encireled between bis arms, and bis face opposite the blazing eastern sun, which
is considered as a fifth fire, he poised himself on his head, and continued in that posture from 9 tili 12 o'clock.
After this he sat himself down cruss-legged, and remained without ecating or drinking all the gest of the day, the
fires being still nourished, und he perspiring until ke was adsolutely bathed in his own exudation.

* Punchum js sbont to offer up his life to Bhowanee, in her capacity of Kalee, the sable goddess of India,

who is appeased and conciliated by the sacrifice of human victims. These offerings were much practiced by the
ancient Indians in the Naramedha sacrifice 3 a practice forbidden the modern Bramhuns, thongh sowetimes prac-
tised at the present day by the sanguinary military tribes. No precepts can be conceived inore eapross tian those
contained in the Rndhiradbyaya or sanguinary chapter, translaed by Mr. Blaquiere from the Kak ¢k . Yooran, in
the Asiatic Researches, vol, v.

By a human sacrifice, attended with the forms here laid down, Debee, the goddess Kalee, s plewsed 1000
years. By buwman flesh Kamakhya (she who is called desire), Chundecka (the terrific), and Bhuiruvee (the



8

dheeabasnee Bhowanee. No sooner had lie determined on this act of devotion, than seiz-

img his sword, he was in the act of slaying himself, and had already inflicted a wound,

when, on a sudden, Bhowanee appearcd in all the glory of a goddess, attended by sur-
L ]

rounding Deotas, exaltingly exclaiming Jue! Jue 2! !

" The persceverance, piety, and devotion of Punchum, had won her affection and induc-
ed her to prevent the sacrifice of his life: a drop of blood, however, had fallen from the
wound which he had inflicted on himself, and she immediately conveyed to it, a portion of
‘the Tinreeta®?, or water of immortality, which is inherent in every Deota. The blood ac-
cordingly became animated, and assumed the form of a child, the exact resewmblance of
Punchum.  Oun beholding the infant, she yearned with materual aflection, and pat it to
her breast, which supplied a copious flow of nourishment.  Then, blessing Punchum and
the babe, she, with prophetic spirit, revealed, that the sword should always aid him in war,
and be the prop of his posterity, to which the sovercignty shoutd be continued from one
generation to another ; that his descendants should possess plenitude of wealth and power,
be the supporters of the Chuttree faith, and never experience from kindred or foe, trouble
or distress ; and that whoever in future times, should in rebellion rise against them, should

be exposed to jhe arm of divine wrath.

¢ Thou, O favoured mortal " she added, ¢ shalt repossess thy dowinions, increase them
to the full extent of thy wishes and conquer all against whom thou wagest war!”  Then
placing her hand on his licad, she said, in commemoration of the drop® of blood, ¢ Thy
descendants shall be called Boondelas.” Repeating her assurances of favour, support
and protection, and success in all his undertakings, she gave him permission to depart.
He accordingly entered the busy throng of life, levied an army, waged wars, defeated his
brothers, resumed his dominions, and ruled them with justice, tempering his ediets with
clemency and moderation, diffusing happiness and contentiment throughout the land.

terrible), numes of Kalee, are pleased a thousand years. An oblation of blood which has been rendered pure by
holy texts, is equal to ambrosia. The head and fiesh alvo afford mach delight to the goddess Chundeckn.  Let
the performer of the sacrifice be cautious never to offer bad flesh, as the head and blood are looked upon by them-
selves equal to ambrosia. The performawice of the sacrifice with a Chandrahasa or Katree (two weapons of the axe
kind) is reckoned the best mode ; and with a hatchet or knife, or saw, or a Sangenl, the second best 5 and the hehead-
ing with a hoe, or Bhalluk (an instrument of the spade kind), the inferior mode.  Let ngt the learned use the axe
before they have invoked it by the holy texts. Let the sacrificer say, < Meang ! Hring ! Kalee! Kalee! O horrid
toothed goddess; eat! cut! destroy all the malignant! cut with this axe! hind! bind ! seize ! seize ! drink
bloud ! spheng ! spheng ! secure! secure! salutations to Kalee. .

2 Jue! Jue ! is an exclamation of great joy and delight, literally signifying, ¢ Be victorious! be victorious

22 'The hwreeta, or water of immortality, is in the possession of the gods, and is supposed to exist in the bright
parts of the moon.

It was produced by the churning of the sea with the mountain of Mandar, alluding to the Kooruma Avutar, or
incarnation of Vishnoo in the form of a tortoise, to sustain the earth convulsed by the assaults of Demons, during
the deluge.  Vide note 86.

% The term Boondela is derived from Boond, a drop, and wala, a person, the latter word being, in composition,
occasionally softencd down to elz, as in Rusela, Lujela, Shurmela, Boondela.



CHAP. II.

Recording the Virtues, Fame, and Praise of Raja Punchum and his De-
scendants.

UNDER the auspices, protection, and blessing of Bhowanee, Raja Punchum hecame
s0 celebrated for his virtues, and beloved by his subjects, that the general voice spoke his
praise and commendation ; he was of the Ghurwar tribe of Rajpoots, and entitled Pun-
chum Jushee 28 Kosheeshor 2. The latter appellation, the title of Nirp 26, and the go-
vernment of Oudhpooree, he conferred on his son, Beer Singh, who conquered the eastern
provinces. widely extended bis dominions, and carried the glory of bis arms to the north,
to the south, and to the west: in the latter direction he invaded the dominions of the Uf-
ghun Sattar Khan, who levied an army commanded by seventy-two chiefs, and marched

to opposc him.

When the two armics approached, Suttar Khan employed himself in marshalling his
forces, disposing of bis bagguge, and giviug dircetivus (o his chiefs. While he was thus en~
gaged, Raja Beer Singh, deeming it a favourable crisis {or striking a decisive blow, com-
meneced a furious attack.  The flames of war blazed ; slaughter spread.  The thunder of
cannon, roar of small arms, and the noise of rockets, combincd with shouts, clamor, smoke,
and carnage, rendered the field dreadful as the day of judgment.

Showers of arrows fell, and lodged in the butt of enemies’ breasts. The courage, vi-
gor, and perseveraunce of the Raja’s troops, aided by his personal example and powerful
arm, compelled the foe to recede.  From dawn of day till evening closed, the battle, with-
out intermission, raged.  Numerous noble-minded chiefs, and valiant warriors, disregard-
ing mortal wounds, resolute and firm, remained on the field.

Crowds fell on crowds, in that sea of commotion. The charge of the victorious
standard gwept away the lives, and laid the head of many a brave warrior on the garment
of death. The seventy-two chiefs of Suttar Khan were slain, his army was destroyed or
dispersed, and the plain covered with killed and wounded.

After this sanguinary and signal victory, Raja Beer Singh turned his arms against the
fort of Kalinjur, of which he obtained possession. He then posted his troops at Kalpee,

2 The celebrated Punchum,

3 Lord of Kashee or Bunarus.

* Nirp is an appellation of subordinate Rajas, signifying the protector of mankind.
D
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ard retired to Muhonee, which he made the seat of his government. His valor, intrepidi-
ty and warlike exploits conferred on him the appellation of Lohadhar, or the iron edge.
He was succeeded by his son Kuerun: a prince distinguished for his virtues, and from
whose success in war, he was surnamed Bulwunt, or the powerful. He had a son named Ur-
joon Paul, father of Sihin Paul, who by skilful and judicious measures, reduced Koot,hura
Garli, and reigned long in Jeytra. He was succeeded by his son Subuj Indur, father of
Noonik Deb, whose son, Prithee Raj, became as famous in the world as Raja Prithoo,
who regulated the distribution of land, established the rites of Jugh ? and Hom %, and'the
customs of every tribc. Raja Prithee Raj had a son named Rameliund ; famous as Raja
Junnuk, the father of Seeta, the wile of Ramchunder; celebrated as Raja Jujjat, of whose
race Krishna was an Uvutar, and renowned as Raja Preeumbud. Raja Ramchund had
a son named Medinee Mul, famous for his wars and heroic achievements. His son,
Urjoon Deb, was father of Milkuhan, whose son, Roodru Purtab. founded the city of
Oorch,ha. 1In establishing its population he was constantly exposed to the hostility of
the neighbouring chiefs ; buf at length succeeded in effecting the destruction of their power
and the extermination of their race.  He had twelve sons, whose nawmes and characters
are thus recorded. Bharutee Chund, Mudhoo Kurshah, Oordcea Jeet, famous for their
deeds in the world. Kecerut Shah, whose muniticence was widely diflused for the bene-
fit of mankina. Bhooput Shah was no less celebrated for his virtues.  Umun Das was
renowned for the great deeds he had done.  Chundur Das, Doorga Das, Ghunsecam Das,
I’rag Das, Bhyroon Das and Klhandes Rae were famons for wicdom, learning, generosity,
and success in war.

Raja Roodru Purtab entrusted the government of Qorch.ha to his cldest son Bha-
rutee Chund, while he himself marched to attack the Fort of Kotharpoor. Having one
day crossed the river four kos from that town, in order to enjoy the pleasures of the chase
in the adjacent forest, he heard a noise, apparently made by a cow in distress; and said to
his attendants, that must be the bellowing of a cow just seized by a tiger: let us there-
fore endeavour torelease her. The Rauja, strictly adhering to the principles of the Chut-
tree faith, went in the direction whence the sound proceeded, and observing traces of a
cow on the ground, gradually followed them until ke came suddenly on the tiger in the act
of devouring her. Exasperated at the sight, he reviled the ferocious tyrant of the forest,
and drawing his sabre, attacked him with undaunted firmness, inflicting on him several
desperate wounds. A severe conflict ensued. The figer charged, dreadfully tore and
lacerated the Raja; and at length, they killed each other. The Raja, for the safety and
protection of the cow, in conformity with the tenets of Lis faith, sacrificed his life, and
went to heaven. On his arrival there, he was hailed by hosts of celestial beings, who

% Jugh signitics burnt offerings, enjoined by the Shastru.  The manes of deceased ancestors for six gene-
rations must be repeated in the sorning before the sacrifice, which consists of fruits, flowers, garlands, toolusce,
khooshu grass, secds of sesamum, curds, twigs of sacred trees, &c. ~Hard.

24 [Jom, or burnt sacrifices . the things offered are clarified butter, cesamum, flowers, boiled rice, rice boiled in
milk swectened with honey, and leaves of sacred plants 5 clarified butter alone is suflicient.  The god of fire, Ug-
nee, was once surfeited with clarified butter; and to relieve him, Urjoouu burnt a whole forest comaining mediciual
plants.— Ward,
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. . . . <
paid him obeisance, cxpressed great praise and admiration at his deeds, and seated him

on their throne. .

Bliarutee Chund, under the auspices of his father’s spirit, sat on {he throne of Oor-
ch,ha three and twenty years; and was so elated by his victories, that he disdained to
bow his head {o any one, except his Maker. He had issue a son and a daughter. The
government, however, at his death. was established in the name of Mudhookur Shah, to
whem Oordeea Jeet and his other brothers remained in subjection, aided him by their
counsel, commanded fis forces, led them to a succession of victories, and established the
fame of his name and the glory of his reign.  In deeds of charity, he was unequalled.
Against him no Raja dared to lift the head of arrogance and pride; and the neigh-
bouring chiefs were compelled 1o attend bis court, and submit to his will.  He reigned
in prosperity, dispensing justice thirty-eight years; and was so famous, that it became
proverbial to say, such a ene is like Mudhookul; Shah.

.

Qordeea Jeet. who founded the city of Muhoba, was active, valiant, and powerful : coura-
geous chiefs and hizh minded warriors, bred to arms and distinguished in battle, were before
him like chall'and straw ; for no one could withstand the vigor of his attack, and the force of
his arm. His prowess was equalled only by his munificence, in which cvery poor man parti-
cipated. He had a son named Premchund, endowed with such courage, fortitude and great-
ness of mind, that when suflering under numerous wounds. lie was never known to groan
or sigh; but when the sound of kettle-drums, trumpets, cymbals, and other martial music
smate his ear, his hlood would boil for war. The battles in which he fonght were nume-
rous, sanguinary and successful.  Warriors of noble mind, bred to arms and distinguish-
ed for deeds of valor, felt pain and dismay, at the vigor, skill and ferocity displayed by
Bim in the day of battle. Tt was commen to say, ¢ better is it to fight an enraged tiger, and
at once resign life, than 1o be oppesed to this mighty chief.”  Numerous were the Sy-
yids and Ufghans whom he 51(3\\' in battle, and lasting is the fame he obtained. He had
three sons; Koonar Syn, who built the town of Simruba, and was famed for valor and he-
nevolence; Maun Sah, who dwelt at Shahpoor, and whose fame in war instilled panic
amoug his enemies, the most celebrated of whom he would slay with a single stroke of
his sword; Bhugwunt Rae, who established the seat of his government ai Muboba, was
celebrated for his virtues, and feared by his enemies. He had a son named Kool Nun-
dun, imequalled in p‘u:ty, religioys fervor, and good deeds. Kool Nundun had four sons;
Khurg Rae, Chund, Soobhan Rae, and Chumput Rae, whose power, valor, and virtues
were cqualled only by those of Vishnoo himsell ! The glory, renown and great deeds of
Chumput Rae, transcend description. Gunesh himself would take many years to narrate
his innumerable and inestimablc qua‘.iﬁv.aliun's. THow then can adequate encomium and
fluency of description be expected from such a gnat as | am!

Raja Chumput Rae evinced his pride. power, and independent spirit by refusing to pay
the usual tribute to the Emperor Shah Juban*5, who accordingly marched fiom the Im-

*¢ Shah Juhan succeeded his father Jubungceer in the year of the Hijree 1037, or A. D. 1627, and died A, H.
1076, corresponding with A, D, 1665,
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L[]
perial city of Dililee, invaded Beondcik,hund, and surrounded Raja Chumput in his capi-
{al, with an army, numerous as ants, or a flight of locusts '; im).ctuous as rain, and over-
whelming as the billows of the ocean!

When the Imperial army arrived, Raja Chomput was sleeping in a baleony of his pa-
la'(‘:e. being tanned by beart-alluring damsels, heautiful as the moon ! The Emperor's forces
surround -d the fort of Gorchha, and dismayed, terrified. and dispersed the people of the
city. The Raja, however, remained cool and undaunted with his troops, strengthening

the fortifications.

The Mirzas %, Ufghans 3!, and nobles of the Imperial army made several unsuceessful
attempts to batter the walls: and on one occasion, the Raja. ordering a judicious sally,
succeeded in taking prisoners several Soobahs and oflicers of rank ; wlule many others,
from their wounds, appeared like a forest of Dak32 trees in (ll Llossom. In short, the
wisdom, foresight, and precaution of the Raja, bafled all the measures of the Emperor,
and obliged his majesty, vainly styling himsell’ the shadow of God, to abandon the siege,
and withdraw his army, while Raja Chumput remained in the full possession of his dowmi-

nious, residiyg in the fort of Qoreh,ha.

# Vide 2d chapter of Joel,

% The descendants of the Prophet, or Syyids,

3 The tribe so called, I'uthans, supposed by Sir W.Jones to be tle descendants of Jews, to whom in their
persons and manner they greatly assimilate, and who, after the destraction of Jerusalem, migrated to, and settled in,
Ufghanistan and other eastern proyivees,

32 The blogsom of the Dak tree is of u bright scarlet, covering the branches, and is here compared to the bleed-
ing wounds of the cnemy. This tree is likewise termed ras and Pulas. 1ts hotanical name is Butosa Frandosa,
and Butosa latifolia. 1t produces the Gum Kino.  The fruit is rechoned a good vermituge.  Jts branches arc much
wsed for cleauing tecth, of which it is a grcat preserver, Ropes are made of the fbres of its roots.
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CHAP. IIL

Respecting the Family of Raja Chumput Rac, and the Birth of Cluitur
Saul.

L

Raja Chumpat Rac had five sons, whom he tenderly loved. The first was Sarbalun,
the second Ungzud Rae, the third Rutun Shah, the fourth Chutiur Saul, and the fifth Go-
paut. They were all celebrated for virtue, valour, and mental endowments.

Every important and‘arduous enterprizc.was confided to their exccution, which they
always accomplished with ability and success. Repeatedly they fought and defeated the
imperial army, obtained glorious victories, and wrested districts in the Dukhun from the
haughty chiefs who ruled them. Distinguished for zealin religion, al.)ility in business,
and estimable qualities, they were beloved by their followers, and feared by their
encuies.

Ruttnn Shah was particularly successful in compelling the enemy to take refuge in
the hills, in sccuring the passes, intercepting their supplies, and effecting their destruction.
He likewise obtained possession of impregnable hill forts, collected the revenue, and esta-
blished the authorily of the Rajain the country he conquered. In conjunction with Un-
gud Rae, he fought a sanguinary battle near Muhoba, and defeated the enemy, whose ar-
my suffered greatly, and was dispersed.  Celcbrated as they were for talents, brilliant vie-
tories, and every virtue, yot they were inferior to Chattur Saul, who cxeelled in every art
and science, and was accordingly respected by his brothers for his superior wisdom and
intellectual endowments.

Raja Gopaul had a virtuous disposition, feared God, and protected the poor. His
distinguished vajor, daring ferocity, and sarprizing exertions in the heur of battle, made
even the heart of fate tremble.

Thus a short account. of the fame, valor, and virtues of the four brothers has heen
given. But Chuttur Saul was far nore emincutly distingnished. The listory of bis life
is peculiarly interesting ; but the talents and co-operative zeal of his brothers, contributed
greatly to the establishment of his glory and renown.  As rivers flow, fertilize the soil,
aud confer blessings on mankind, yel uniting with the Ganges, lose thor respective
fame and appellations in assuming the superior name and virtucs of that <. : - flood; so
the brothers of Chuttur Saul were less celebrated for their own deeds, livwever brilliant,
than for contributing to, and deriving their reputation from, his superior glory; in the

E
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same manner, the Ganges33 flowing threugh heaven, divides into three streams 34: the
Mundakunee, or Sworg Gunga, which flows through heaven; the Gunga on earth; and the
Bliuguvutee under the earth ; all of which, however, are known by the common appellation
of Gunga: so were the brothers of Chuttar Saul identified with him, conducive to, and
participating in, the fame he acquired. Ilis virtues were so many, thaf it would be endless
to ennmerate them. His decds, like Sooruj Deb, enlightened the darkness of his father’s
house. He was preceptor: maunkind were his pupils. As the Sun in the house ol bis

33 When Gunga fell from heaven, Shiva, altending on monat Himavat, caught her in his buoch of matted hair,
and detained her there for some time, and at length suffered her to fall on the cwuantains, and thence she flowed on
earth.— Ward.

The matted hair is allusive to the stupendous icicles hanging from the Gungotree, the mountain whence the
Gunga flows. 'The wmonntain, which is 26,000 feet above the level of the sea, is by the Hindoos supposed to be
Mahadeo, and the icicles his matted hair.

“« The goddess Gunga is represented as a white woman wearing a crown, sittingron the sea monster Mukuru,
and having in her right hand a water lily, and in her le.t the lute.  She is called the daughter of mount [limavat,
though some of the Pooranas declare shie was produced from the sweat of Vishnoo's foot.—JFiard.

3 This is allusive to the Hindoo trinity : and it is worthy of remark, that in every relizion of which we have
any kuowledge, the Deity is either adored as Triune, or striking allusions are made to that doctrine 5 affording,
Lowever imperfectly understood, the strongest presumption of a divine origin; for

' ““ What is eternal never can decay :
"Tis still in Lloom, though ages roll away.”

To illustrate my position, I am led to observe, that froin time immemorial the Hindoos have worshipped
Brumha, the creator, Vishnoo, the preserver, and Shiva, the destroyer, as emblems of the only God, whose name
is Brimh, typified by the Lingam, as the sonrce of ull life. *“ Three faces are often found engraved vpon it ; one
depicting the care of the Creator; another the benignity of the Preserver, and the third the severity of the
Destroyer. The Lingam is likewise composed of three parts, the pedustal, the small cup on the pedestal, and
the small pillar in the cup. The pedestal represents Brimba, the cup Vishnoo, and the pillar Shiva.”  Vindication
of Hindoos. This worskip of the Lingam, the Phallus of the Gieeks, and the Priapus of the Romang, apy.cars
to have been the primaval manner of adoring the supreme Being among Pagans of every age and country ; and the
learned Maurice stutes, that ¢ the steeples and spires which decorate our religious edifices seem to have originated
in the same superstition,”

In the Bible it is mentioned, that Maacah put up a pillar in a grove, pourcd oil on the top of it, and called it
Lin'a Bethel, or the house of God. .

The Hebrews have also many symbolical allusions to the Trinity, some of which are QX M&@f’ﬁ] ,and it

is very remarkable that & the first letter of the word *TW or Almighty, one of the appropriate and uncommunicable
names of God, was worn by the high pricsts on their phylacterics, or covering on their breasts®.— Indian Antiguitics.

The Moohummudans, through professing atotal dishelief of the Trinity, have notwithstanding evident allusions to
it—1st. in the mystical letters d‘ which ave prefixed to certain chapters in the Qooran, signifying Ullah, Jibracel,
and Mochummud—God, Gabriel, and Moohummud ; and 2d, the three domes of Moohummudan mosques seem to
indicate this aucient doctrine.

The Reverend Mr. Valpy, in an address to his parishioners, page 10, states, that ¢ the Son is produced cternally
from the Father, as the light is from the sun; and if the Sen exists as natnrally with the Father, as the light with
the sun, the Holy Ghost may be represented by the kea, which naturally exists in that great source of life, and par-
takes of the same nature.” page 13. Thus being, as is shortly expressed by the words trinity in unity, or illustrative
of the Father, being as the sun ; the Son as the light ; aud the Holy Ghost as the heat; and yet they are not three,

but proceeding from one sun.

* The phylactery q&vluun’;pmv (a preservative) were little boxes or rolls of parchment; in which were written certain
words of the lnw : these were worn on the forehead, and wrist of the left arm—( Robinson's Thealogical Dictionary.) This
is singularly illustrated in India, where almost every native wears either a written charm or n mark upon his forehend.
The Jews founded this custom upon the following words ( Exod. xiii. 9.) ‘ And it shall be for u sign unto thee upon thine
hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes, (ibid. 16.) ¢¢ It shall be for a token upon thine hand, and frontlets between

thine eyes.”
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father Kushyupu; as Ram Chunder, or the moon, in the house of his father Dushurutu;,
8o was Chuttur Saul an incarnation of Vishmoo in the house of Chumput Rae.

When the Rajas of Boondellkhund threw off their allegiance to the Emperor Shah
Juhan, an Ulghan named Basee Khan was sent with & powertul army to lay waste that
province, to seize Raja Chuinput, and bring Lim to the imperial court. Bagee Khan_
accordiagly led his forces against the Raja’s capital.  On bLis approach, skirmishing
ensued, which ended in a pitched battle.  While the kettle drums, trumpets, and other
warlike instruments were soun;l‘ing, a war elephant belonging to Raja Chumpnt, hearing
those martial strains, began to dance through the ranks of the enemy, killing numbers of
his men, and scattering their carcases around.

The Raja, taking advantage of the confusion, concentrated his forces, and obtained
the victory.  Koonur# Sm'l.mlnm, the eldest son of Chumpaut Rae, although only fourteen
years of age, and youth aud beauty bad just begun toplom, displayed great ardor, activity,
and valor. Soon after the battle.he went to Kleltahar, to enjoy the diversion of sporting ;
and having laid aside his arms, was bathing in the water of a reservoir with youths of hisown
age, when suddenly looking roand. he observed the army of Baqce Khan encamping at the
village of Ouchukan: for that clief, on receiving intimatiou of the departure ofgSarbahun,
miirched immediately, and traversing the bye-roads and passes through the bills, arrived
in the vicinity of the young Raja’s camp, and advanced to scize him. Sarbalun, obscrving
their approach, quitted the watcer, put on his arms, and prepared to defend himself. As
the Syyids and Ufghans, tall in stature, like moving palm trees, advanced, the companions
of Sarbahan, alarmed and terrilied, ran off.  But he, professing the Chuttree faith, dis-
dained to flee hefore a foe, and enraged at the interruption of his sport, discharged arrows
without intermission, and spread destruction among his encmies. Surprised at their recep-
tion, they paused, and opened a general discharge of balls and arrows, which fell like rain
about the Koonur, who, firm and undaunted, would not recede. The troops, observing
his intrepidity, and annoyed at the loss they had sustained, rushed forward to scize
him.  Bold and unmoved, he redoubled his elforts, and continued to discharge arrows with
such vigor and dexterity, that numbers were killed, wounded, driven back, and dismay-
ed. Sarbabhun, availing himself of the opportunity, retired to a betier position on the hill,
and awaited a renewal of the attack. The troops rallied, advanced, and numbers f¢ [l—even
his enewmies hailed him with shouts of admiration and applause.  Though surrounded
and overpowered, he continued fighting bravely, and slaying his opponents; receiving
many strokes of a sabre on his neck, none of which took effect. At length, howcver,
according to the decree of fate, Muhadeo 3¢ cane, took ofl’ his head, and from excess of

38 Koonur (the 2 nasal) is the appellation of the son of 1 Raja.

3 Shiva or Muhadeo. This god is represented in various ways. In the form of meditation used waily by the
Bramhuns, he is described as a silver coloured man, with five faces; an additional eye* and a half oo ziace

* One of the names of Shivu is Trilochunu, viz. the three-eyed.  One of the names of Jupiter was Trioculns, ( L.onhe
thalmos, ) given him by the Greeks, because he had three eyes.  Au image of this kind was set up in Troy, v hit b, le, 1de
the usual two eyes, had a third io the forchead,



16

« joy at his heroism, danced on the spot.  Wihien Sarbahun was dead, the Deotas descended
from heaven, placed the Jymala, or chaplet of victory, round his neck, scattered flowers
“on his body, lit lanps, and made offerings to his maues.

When Raja Chumput received intelligence that his son was dead, he was much af-
«flicted, and the mourning of his mother was very great. One day, after having been
exiremely dejected and sorrowful, she fell asleep, and Sarbahun appeared to her ina
dream, saying, <O! Mother! grieve not for me, I shall again be conceived in thy womb,
and become an Uvutar, or incarnation of the Deity. When regencrate, I will restore to
you peace and tranquillity, and inflict on the Moosulmans signal retaliation.” His noble
minded mother, becoming exceeding joyful, awoke. On relating her dream, all who heard
it marvelled. She accordingly begame pregnant, and gave birth to a son, who was named
Chuttur Saul, by whom the wishes of her heart and soul were gratified, since he was an
incarnation of the Deity.

“

each forehead* ; he has four arms; in onc hand he holds a purnshoo ; in the second a deer ; with the third he is
bestowing a hlessing, and with the fourth he forbidg fear : hie sits on a lotust, and wenrs a tyger-skia garient.

Al other times Shivu is represented with one head, three eyes, and two arms, riding cu a bull, covered with
ashes, nakeds his eyes inflamed with intoxicating herbs, having in one hand a horn, and in the other a drum.

Another image of Shivu is the Lingu, a smooth black stone almost in the form of a sugar-loaf, witha projec-
tion at the base like the month of a spoon.

Maurice observes, respecting Bacchns, whose name has been conferred on sovercigns eminent for dispensing wise
luws, and performing beoeficent and brilliant acts, and whom all the classical writers of antiquity have, with one
consent, joined in asserting to have been the first conqueror, and not merely the congueror, hut the reformer ani
leginlator of India:—

“ In truth, decply as the history of this personage is involved in the fables of mythology, variows as are the
characters which Bacchus is said to have sustained, and multifold as arc the allegorical forms under which ke i re~
presented 5 yet it is highly probable, that some illustrious character, (whether Egyptian or Indian; whetlier we
denominate him Osirts, Sesostris, or Rama ; whether we derive the word itgelf, with Jones, from Bagis, o Sunserit
title of Sceva, the generative god of India, whence Bhagavat ; or, with Bochart, from Barchus,) eminently endige |
with the important qualifications ascribed to Bacchus in the earliest ages, actually did exist, not only a great Lera
in war, but a powerfal patron and zealous promoter, in peace, of the Lberal and useful wrts.  He scems to have heen
known and adored, under one or other of his numerous titles, in every region of the earth, some of whose ttles are
enumerated in the subsequent ancient cpigram.

¢ Ogygia me Bacchum vocat,
Osyrin Agyptus putat,

Mysi Phanacem nominant,
Dionyson Indi existimaut,

Romana Sacra Liberum,

Arabica gens Adoncam,
Lucsaiacas, Partheum.”—Maurice.

©

# At the churnisg of the sea, Shivn obtained the moon for bis share, and fixed it, with all its glory, in his forehead.
1 It appears that this plant was formerly venerated by the Egyptians as much as it is now by the Hindoos. The Sacred
images of the Tartars, Japanese, and other nutions are ulso frequently represented as placed upon it.—Vide note 38.
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CHAP. 1V.

Concerning the Infancy of Chuttur Saul.

-

WueN Sarbahun hecame incarnate in the person of Chut{ur Saul, at the time when
infants usually ery, be roarcd so loud, that the attendants were deafened with the sound.
His hair was soft and cugly @ bis face extremely hindsome, and cheerful as the moon.
His eyes surpassed descriptiqn ; but an idea of themmay be conveyed from two enamour-
ed humble bees# playing on the Qower of a full blown lotus 3. On his high forehead, the
rays of wenius shone resplendent; his arms were long and graceful, his nails of vermil-
Tion 3 hue. The rejoicings at his hirth delighted the ears of poor and rich : the heart-
soothing sound of Lettle drums and trumpets, conveyed peace and tranquillaly to the soul,
diffusing unisersal joy.  Bviry person returned thanks and praise to God; the usaal rites
were performed @ the gods, the spirits of deceased ancestors, and mankind, rejoiced,
danced. and sing. The manificence of Raja Chumput was unbounded.  Lukshmee 10
presided in the dwellings of the poor.  Chuttur Saul, like the moon, rose in the world to
run his course with radiant splendor, and to appear with greater brighiness, from his glo-

3 The huwble bee is considered the harbinger of glad tidings.

3 There are sai |t be three spe ivs of the Jotus : one bearing a white blassom, another of a pink rudldy color,
and the third bine.  The fiest is s4id to be comman in Nepaul ;) the seeound peenline to Hindoostan 3 and the third
perhaps alludes (o the lily of the Nile, or blue Lily ; the word NeeZsignitying blue, as well as the name of the rivery
and henee the ;"7\-{_\:‘ Neeloofur, or water lily of the Arabs and Pevsians  The calix of the lotus blows like that of a
Torge tulip, diffusing a sweetness lile the smell of the lily.  Among its hroad leaves it puts forth a flower, in the
centre of whieh is furmed the seed-vessel, shaped hike a bell or inverted cone, and at the top with little cavities or
cells, in whieh the seeds grow.  The orifices of these celis heing too small to let the seeds drop out when ripe, they
shoot forth into new plants, in the places wheve they were formed, the bulb of the vessel seiving as amatrice to
nourish them, uutil the® acquire such a degree of magnitade as to barst it open, and release themselves s after
which, like other agquatic weeds, they take root whereever the current deposits them. This plact, therefore, being
thus productive of itsell, and vegetating from its own matrice, without being fostered in the carth, was naturally
adopted as the symbol of the productive power of waiers, upon which the active Spirit of the Creator operated in
giving life and vegetation to matter. 1t is most elegantly depicted in the Heetopades, as the cocling flower, which
is oppressed by the appearance of day, and afraid of the ptars, and spreading its blossoms ouly at uight.—Maurece.
See note 111,

3 Alluding to the practice of dying the fingers and toes with mendhee.

40 Lukshmee is the goddess of prosperity : she is painted yellow, and sits upon a water-lily, holding iu ber right
hand the pashe (a rope), and in the left a necklace.  She is also named Pudmaluyu, she who sits o the warer-lily,
Pudma, she who holds in her band the water lily. Shree, she in whom all take refuge.  Huree Prayu. the wile of
Huree (Vishnoo), who is said to have obtuined this goddess at the churning of the sea.  The readet i Lcmember
somcthing similar to this, in the account of Venus, who is said to have sprung from the froth of the sea, - Ward,

IY
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ry being by a transitory cloud obscured. 4! Six days after his birth, his nativity was
celebrated with great joy and festivity., His father gave much in charity to the Bram-
huns, to whom also every person contributed on the joyous occasion.

" The princely deportment and dignity which Chattur Saul evinced even from the
earliest age, were the cause of his receiving that name 42, When he could move about,
bells were fastened on his well formed limbs ; the sound of them transcending the melody
of the Huus®, a bird which feeds only on pearls. As soon as he could staud, a sword
was placed in bis hand. and the event celebrated by the poets, the pious and the learned, who
predicted his futare fame. He grew so rapidly, that the changes in his appearance re-
sembled the phases of the moon. He would rise at an carly hour, sit down cheerful and
pleased ; and when his father’s gourtiers paid him their respects, he would laugh and dis-
play his pearl-like teeth; and, by his playful gambols and good temper, win the hearts
of all. Sometimnes he would pursuc his shadow, or observe the horses, elephants, and reti-
nue; displaying even at that early age, extraordinary indications of penctration, talent,
and sagacity. By the time he had attained his seventh year, he had made great progress
in the different branches of science, was initiated in the principles of the faith, and devoted
to the scrvice of God.

1
The city of Muhoba is celebrated for a temple containing images of Rugoput, or
Ram Chunder, Luchmun, Secta, and Bal Govind 1%, The two first were respectively re-
» >

A The festival called the Ch,hutee* is the celebration of the nativity six days after the birth, when the infant
i presented to his relations with great rejoicings.  Arms are put near the child, and worshipped, in order that he
may never be afraid of, or hurt by them,

42 This word is properly Kshutr, which is changed, in the Bhakha dialect, into Ch,hatar, signifying the fuith of
the Kshutrees, or Chiaterees, the caste of Rajpoots so called 5 and Saul is the well known timber tree, distinguishe}
by its height ubove the other trees of the forest; as Ch,hutur Saul was above the rest of mankind by brilliant achieve-
ments.  Chuttur Saul, therefore, siguifies the tree of the faith. [t may be proper to observe, that trees are held
sacred, and considered symbolical of the Deity, on aceount of the food, shelter, and protection they afford to men
and animals.  The Bore, Vuta, Banyan tree, or Ficus ludicus, is considered particularly sacred, from its serublance
to the Deity, in producing itsclf, the boughs shooting down their roots, hecoming the stems of separate trees, thus
extending themselves over agreat space of vround.  Instead of writing the word Kshtr or Ch,hutur Sanl, 1 have
fonnd it more convenient, (disregarding cphony,) to wdhere to English orthograpby and pronuuciation, by uni-
formly spelling it Chuttur Saul.

43 The IHuns appears to be ¢ Rara avis in terris, simillima cygno.”

4 Govindu is one of the names of Vishnoo, signifying the raiser of the earth from the waters of the univc;\c,
where it was taken by the demon Mubasoor, and whither Vishuoo followed him in the lorm of a boar, killed him
with his tusks, und veplaced it in its former situation, )

This is an evident allusion to the deluge : and the reader will recolleet the fable of Adonis heing killed hy a
boar, and also of the Erymanthian boar. Bal, Belus, or Balee, is supposed to he Hercules, who is by Cicero denomi-
nated Hercules Bolus,  And the late Colonel Wilford stated, that  “The Greehs, who certainly migrated from
Tigypt, carried with them the old Egyptian and Tudian Jegeuds, and endeavoured (not always with suceess) to ap-
propriate a foreign svstem to their new settlements.  All their heroes or demi-gnds, named Heracles by them,
and Hercules by the Latians, (if not by the Eolians,) were sons of Jupiter, who is represeuted in lndia both by Hara
or Seeva, and by TTuri or Vishinoo 5 nor can 1 hel p suspecting that Hercules is the same with tHeracula, commonly
provounced Llercul, and signifying the race of Hura or Huri”

* Thix seems {o be a ceremony correspouding to that of the Jews, who on the eighth day hrought the child {o be cir-

cumcised . the mother being anclean seven duys, the child was also considered so, which rendered it wnlit to he brouglit into
coveuant.
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presented with a bow and arrow in their hands. Seeta’s image was emblazoned and
richly clad in garments of gold; and the decorations of Bal Govind surpassed descrip-’
tion. The figures, in their difierent costumes, were seated on their respective thrones,
and the people periodically assembled at the temple to worship.

One evening Chumput Rae and Chuttur Saul went there to perform their devotions,
and to make offerings to the manes of deceased ancestors. The awnings were spread,’
the cymbals clanged, and bells rung; and old and young, rich and poor, assembled for
the purpose of worship.

Chuftur Saul greatly admired the figure of Bal Govind, and fancying it had life, ask-
ed the attendants at the temple, if it could speak ; adding, that he thought he could pre-
vail upon it, both to talk and to dance. They replied, that it had never been known to
articulate, explained that it was only the image of the deity in the capacity of preserver
of the carth, when it was .suhmm ged in the w alerg of the universe; and recommended
him to reject puerile ideas, and conform {o ('ustom, established and revered, from time
immemiorial.  Disregarding their advice, however, he eniered the temple ; and in order to
observe the slightest motion of the figures, hept his eyes immoveably fixed on them,
so that, from intensity of staring, tears rolled down his cheeks; a cirmlmstanceJ noticed by
the attendants with much surprise.

After two days had elapsed, hie observed the image of Bal Govind look at, smile, and
make signs to Seeta, whose figure in like manner responded ; and perceiving the symme-
try, grace, and elegance of Bal Govind’s form, he longed to make it dance.  That image,
convinced that its votary was devout, pious, and stedfast in the faith, was induced to
gratify his wish; and, descending from its throne, commenced dancing, its head moving
in unison with its hands and feet.  The people who were assembled were astonished at
the miracle, and remained wute with adwmiration and amazement.
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CITAD. V.

Respecting the War with the Emperor Shak Juhan, and the Treackery of
Puhar Singh.

WnEN the Emperor Shah Juhan, in anger and rage, like a ferocious lion, tarned his
attention to the extinction of the rebels, and the subjugation of Boondelkhumd and the
Duk,hun4, he entered those proviaces with an army of sixty thousand men, levied and

4 The following acconut, taken from Dow’s Wistery of Hindonstan, seems to refor to this period. *“ In the year
of the Wijree 1037, A. D, 1628, an insurrcction took place in the small provinee of Bundelhund,  The Indian
prince of that country, whose nawe was Hidjar Singh, havig come to pae his respects at the conrt of Agra,
found that an addition was made in the books of the imperial treasury, to the tribute which he and his ancestors
had formerly puid to the bouse of Timur,  Justead of petitioning for arabatem nt of the impost, he ed without
taking leave of the Lmperor.” (This appears to corioborate the case of ( humpnt Rae, o whom, however; Dow
makes no mention.)

¢« When he {Hidjar Singh) arrived in his dominions, he armed his depeudants to the number ot 15,000 men.
He garrisoned his fortresses, and occupicd the passes which led to his countey. The Erperor was enraged at the
presumption of this petty chieftain.  Fe ordered Moliabet w enter his countey with 12,000 horse,  Le di, lately
received into favor, with 12,000 more was commanded to invade Boondelhhund £ om the south ; and Abdalla with
7000 horse Dom the cast, by the way of Allahabad.  ‘These three armies, under three expericuced aud able officers,
were more than necessary for the service 5 but the Fmperor was desirous to shew aninstauee of vigor at the com-
mencement of his reign, to raise the tervor of his displeasare, and to re-establish tranguilhity and good arder, by the
means of fear. The Emperor himself marched from Agra, on the 20th of December, ona tour of pleasure to the
forest of Nidurbari, where he hanted tigers for <ix days, and took the route of Gualior, thut he might be near the
seat of war. The refractory Raja was pressed on every side.  He resisted with spirit, but was driven from post to
post. He, as the last resort, shut himselt up in the fort of Erire lreech;h.) Ab.lalla sat down before it, and having
made a practicable breach, stormed the place, and put the garrision, consisting of 3000 men, to the sword. The Ra-
ja made his eseape. He was rumed, but his spirit was not brcken. With the remaionder of his army he felf i1 the
youte of Mohabet, and his forees being cut off, he himself came into the hands of the Captain General,  Mohabet
carried his prisoner to the Emperor, who had returned te Agra. Shab Juhan was rigid to an extreme., and his hunies
nity gave always place to policy.  He ordered the unfortunate prince into confinement, intimating that a varrant
should be issued for his exeeution.  Mohabet, who admired the iutrepid constancy of the Raja, shewed an inclina-
tion to intercede for his life, but the stern looks of the Fperor imposed silenee upon im.  He however, the ne«t
day, carricd his prisoner mto the presence: the rigid dackness of Shah Juhan’s countenance continned, and the
Captuin General continued in close conversation with the Raja. The Emperor saw them, but was silent. The
prince, and even Mohabet despaired of success.  They came the third day into the presence, and stood as usual at
a distance.  The Raja was in fetters, and Mohabet chained bis own hand to that of the prisoner. ¢ Approach,
Mokliabet,”” said Shah Juhan, ¢ The Captain General will have it so : and | pardon BHidjar Singh : but life
without dignity is no present from the Emperor of the Moguls to a fallen prince. 1 therefore to his go-
vernment restore  Hidjar Singh, upon payving sixteen lakhs of rupees, and furnizhing the imperial army
with 40 elephants of war”  In the year of the Hijree 10110 AL . 1633, the Raja of Bundelkuad again revolt-
ed. The terms imposed npon him at the reduction of his country by Mohabet were too severe, and he only remain-
ed quict to'prepare tor another effort against the imperial power. Ourungzeh. the third son ol the e.nperor, was sent
against him, under the tnition of Nuserit, the Soobah of Malwa. This was the first opportunity given to that young
lion of rioting in blood. The Raja, thongh much inferior in force, was obstinate and brave ; possessed of muny
strong holds, he resolved to stand upon the defensive against an enemy, whom he conld not with any assurance of
victory fuce in the ficld. The war was protracted for two years, Judger (perhaps intended for Hijar) Singh main-
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expended enormous sums of money, and occasioned such slanghter, havoc, and deqtructmn
that every Raja was reduced o obedience and submission, and all who had raised the
head of pride, arrogance, and revolt, were put down, humbled, and subdued.

0

During this period of general subjugation, Boondelkhand, being occupied by the im-
perial troops, was considered weak, tranquil, and of no importance.

.Chumput Rae, observing the neighbouring Rajas conquered, their authority sub-
verted, the Moosuhnan power every where predominant, and his own dominions occupied
and surrounded by the imperial troops, felt internal reproach, and tacit shame and disho-
nor, at remaining an inactive and passive spectator of passing events. e according-
ly determined to adopt decisive measures for the relief of his country, to throw off the
yu]\e ol allegiance to the Moohummudans, and expel them from his dominions.  With
this view he communicaicd bis design to the Boondela Sujjan Singh, saying that he
placed his trust in God, whese ways surpass the finite ideas and comprehension of
man, who, ever watchful over his creatures, never slumbers, brings wonderful events to
pass, and by whose sufferance alone the sixly thousand men have overrun the land. Con-
tiding in him, let us grasp our arms, lay waste the country, consider the foe like oxen be-

tained every post fo the last: and he yielded in one place only to retire with accumulated fortitade to another.
Ourungzebe, though hut thirteen years of age, displa: ed that martial intrepidity which could not, by the influence
of Nuserit, be restrained. He was present in every danger, and shared an elevation of mind in the time of action
which shewed that he was born for tumult and war. The tast place which remained to the Ruja was his capital
city, and in this he was closely besieged.  He was hemmed in on every side by the imperial army, and the circle
grew narrower every day.  Resolution was at last converted into despaiv. His bravest soldiers were cut off.  His
fricnds had gradually fallen. The helpless part of his family, his women and children, remained. e proposed terms :
but his fortanes were 100 low to obtain them. To leave them to the enemy would be dishonorable : to remain
himself, certain death to him, bat no relief to them. 1le set fire to the town, and escaped through the Aames, which
overwhelmed his family A few horsemen were the companions of his flight, and Nuserit followed close on their
heels for two hundred miles.  The Raja at last crossed the Nurbudda, and penctrated iuto the country of Canduana.
The unfortunate prince was at length overcome with fatigne.  He came into a forest, and finding o pleasant plain
in the middle, he resolved to halt, dreaming of no danger in the centre of an impervious wood.  Both he aod his
followers alighted, and tying their horses to trees, betook themselves to rest. A barbarous race of men possessed
the conntry round.  They had not scen the Raja’s troop ;5 but the neighing of his horses led some of them to the
spot. Looking from the thicket into the plain where the fugitives lay, they perceived to their astonishment a
number of men richly dressed, sleeping on the ground, and fine horses standing near with furniture of silver and
gold. The temptation was too great to he withstood by men who had never seen so much wealth bhefore. They
rushed apon the strangers #and stabbed them in their slecp,  While they were yet dividing the spoil, Nuserit came.
The robbers were slain, and the head of the Raja was brought back to the army, which Nuserit had left under the
command of Ourungzebe. 1o the vanlts of the Raja’s palace, were found to the value of three millions in silver
coin, gold, and in jewels, which Ourungzebe laid at the feet of his father as the first fruits of his victories,

“On the Ist of October 1636, the emperor Shah Juhan set ont from Agra with his usual pomp and magniti-
cence.  Dowlutabad was the point to which he directed his march @ but his progress was politically slow. He
had given orders to the Governors of the proviuces to join bim with their forces as he advanced, and the distance of
many of them from the intended scene of action, required time to bring them into the field. The prince Ourungzehe
attended his father on this expedition, and was highly in favor. He proposed, with a youthful arduor which pleased
the Emperor, to take a circuit through the provinee of Boondela to view its strong holds, which he hisuselt, under the
tuition of Nuscrit, had some time before taken from the unfortunate Judger Singh. The Emperor had not as yet
collected a force sufficient to ensure success to his arms, and to gain time, he listened to the request ot hix son. The
whole year was passed in premeditated delays and i excursions of hunting, so that the Emperor did uot arrive in
the Dukhun, until the latter end of the rainy season of the year 1637 of the Christian wra.” —Dow.

(¢]
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fore a den of tigers, and slay them without hesitation or pity ; for, according to the pro-
verb, ¢ He who lesitates will undoubtedly fail; but the person who strikes the first blow
shall assuredly be successful”  Raja Chumput accordingly prepared for war, and issued
orders to disregard the authority of the Emperor, to attack his outposts, slay his Soobah-
dars, and generally to rise in arms. He accordingly selected the most able, euterpriziug,
and experienced warriors; marched, and attacked the imperial forces ; destroyed, or drove
in their detachments ; spread havoc and destruction, and rendered the country desolate.

The intelligence of this insurrection occasioned much consternation at the court of
Dihlee, and the Emperor commanded an Umeer to hasten with a powerful force to the as-
sistance of the Soobahdars, to re-establish their authority, scize Raja Chumput, and bring
him a prisover to the inperial court. The different detachments were accordingly assem-
bled, and sent fo join the army, which being thus re-inforced, entered Boondelkhund,

aud proceeded to invest the fort of Qorch,ha.

When the Raja ascertained that the imperial forces were advancing to besiege his
capital, anger and indignation filled bis mind. He ordered his troops to give no quarter,
10 allow none to return; and grasping his bow, discharged arrows in rapid succession and
with unerring aim, perforating the armour, and lodging their sharp points in the breasts
of the enemy. 'Troops advanced, a furious battle ensued, and the Emperor’s army was com-
pelled to retire.  The retreat ended in the flight and total defeat of the imperial forces,
with the loss of Dohl Shah Baz Khan, Bagee Khan, Futh Khan, and numbers of Mog-

huls who were slain.

Raja Chumput having thus restored peace and tranquillity to Oorcl,ha, lost no time
in pursuing the fugitives, surrounded them with his forces, destroyed the forage and re-
sources of the country, intercepted their supplies, and reduced them to such extreme dis-
tress, that \hey knew not what to do; for it was neither prudent to remain, nor wise to
advance. In short, famine and the sword occasioned the entire destruction of the imperial
army. The news of this event spread throughout the land, [lling the hearts of the neigh-
bouring Soobahdars with fear, dread, and dismay.

The Raja next attacked and burot Suronj, advanced on Bhelsa. which was evacuat-
ed on his approach, invaded the district and defeated the Soobah of Oajyn = then, ra-
vaging the country, proceeded to Dhamonee in Gopachul, spreading over the land ruin
and desolation. The cities, towns, and villages which he destroyed, were so namerous, that
to avoid prolixity, their names have been mmttvd The whole country presented one con-
tinued scene of ruin, rapine, and devastation. From the Chumbul to the Tonse, every
town and villaze which the army passed was plundered and burnt. The smoke of the
burning towns ascended to the sky, concealed the sun, and rendered mid-day dark and
gloomy as nizht! No pen can describe the extent of the misery, desolation, and woe; for
cvery mcasure which the Emperor adopted to prevent the ruin and spoliation of the coun-

try was of no avail.
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Raja Chumput levied the Chouth from all the neighbouring Umeers and Soobahdars,
who hastened to transmit it to his camp, in order to avert the impending calamity.  On
receiving that tribute from every contiguous country, provmce, and city, be discontinued
hostilities, and granied them peace and protection,

When the Emperor reccived intelligence of the defeat and destruction of his army, of
the death of Shah Baz Khan, of Bagee Khan, Futh Khan, and other valiant chiefs, he was
overwhelmed with consternation.  The courage, valor, and victory of Raja Chumput
were the theme of every tongue.  The success of his arms occasioned great depreciation
in the value of Moohummudan property, and excited a commotion which subsided only,
when the public mind, diverted to another object, was engrossed and elated with the ex-
tensive preparations which were wmade for a renewal of the war.

Aun imperial Furmaun was issued, commanding the nobility and the troops near the
court 1o hold themselves in readiness to march for the conquest of Boondelkhund.  Mo-
bummud Soobah, Wulee Bahadoor Khan, Ubdoollah Khan, and other experienced
chiefs, accordingly entered that province, and were joined near the fort of QOorch,ha by a
considerable force under Nousheer Khan,  Elated by their numbers, and conlident of suc-
cess, sounding their kettle-drums and trumpets, they drew up in order of battles in front
of the fort, and made arrangements for the assault.

Raja Chumput observed them with satisfaction, expressed joy at their approach, and
afavorable omen opportunely occarring, it was bailed as the harbinger of victory. Animat-
ed by the hope of success, indignant at the presumption of the foe, and determined to con-
quer or die, he adopted every measure which wisdom, foresight, and prudence could sug-
west. The skill and ability he displayed transcend description.  He would sometimes
suddenly appear, shout, and rush on the Moghuls: or from ambuscades discharge a show-
er of arrows, wounding men, elepbants, and horses, putting them all in motion like the
leaves of atree shaken by the wind : at other times, he would lead his ariny to batile, de-
feat a force moving in his rear, or simultancously aftack detached parties. The enemy
would sometimes say, Take ransom, spare our lives, and let us depart in peace : at other
tinies, he would assail them in force, and shower down arrows, hullets, and cannon balls

The enemy used to say, Go where we may, we are sure {o meet Raja Chumput.
Dreaming they were attacked, they would start in their sleep, and taking from their ears
the cotion of carelessness and nezlect, remain vigilant and alert in expectation of a sur-
prise. The warfare to which he exposed them was a severe and ample test of (heir tirin-
ness, fortitude and valor.  They were constantly "annoyed, harassed, and reduced by the
desultory altacks of the Raja, whose troops, hovering round, intcrcepted their supplies, and
every measure which they adopted to obtain them, was counteracted by his superior
celerity, foresight, and precaution. Famine soon began to edtend its ravages, reduced
them to extreme distress, and obliged them to convene an assembly of chiefs, to dcli-
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berate and determine on measures calculated to extricate them from their alarming and
perilous situation. They said to ane another,All our plans have failed, our spirits are damped
ard depressed ; famine, apprehension and dismay prevail thrcugleut the camp: and in the
event of a continuation of hostilities, we must sacrifice our army, our {reasure, and our
lives. 1t is therefore indispeusible {0 open a vegociation, aud make the best peace we can.
The Raja has obtained a succession of victories, been successful in all his undertak-
ings, is independent, magnanimous, and high-minded, and conseqently will never consent
to the establishment of military posts in his country.  We must therefore at once wave
all claim to the principality of Oorch,ha, solicit him to grant that government to Pubar
Singh, and allow us to quit his territory unmolested. A negociation accordingly ensued :
and Raja Chumput, not perceiving any thing anreasouable in their request, and deeming
it prudent and political to put an end to the war, acceded to their proposals, allowed
them o retire {rom bis dominions, and entrusted the government of Qorch,ha to Puhar
Singh, on whon he likewise conferved the title of Nirp.

Raja Chumput extended his frontiers to the utmost wish of his heart, and on the
restoration of peace and tranquillity was hailed as the deliverer of his country.  The fame
aud praise of Raja Chumput spread throughout the land.  Strains of joy resounded in the
streets of Oorch,ha, gladdening the dwelling of every Boondela.

The news of these cvents threw the Moosulmans info exfreme dismay.  They said
to each other, The empire is reconquered, our government subverted, our dynasty ended.
The former gloom, care, and dismay of the Booundelas are now turned to joy and gladness.
The ears of the Hindoos are delighted with songs of triumph! The fame of Raja
Chumput is sung throughout the land! Once Raja Indruff, the king of heaven, being
angry, caused it to rain on Brij 47 without intermission, when Sree Krishn, that is to say
Kunheeyu, pitying the distress of its population, came to their assistance, and afforded them
protection. In like manner, the birds of Boondelkhund, which were grasped in the talons
of the anger of the king, were delivered by the whistle 4 of the valor of Chumput Rac.

When Puhar Singh was scttled in his government at Oorch,ha, Raja Chumput weut
to pay him a friendly visit. Puhar Singh reccived him with the greatest respect, honor,
and distinction ; and taking an ewer of water attended him personally with the bumility
of a menial. Raja Chumput, however, immediately extended hig arms, which were deco-

“ Indru has a thousand eyes, and is considered a deification of the heavens. He is represented as a white man
sitting on an elephant, called Oiravutu, with a thunderbolt in his right hand, and a bow in his left.  He is supposed
to preside over the elements, so that in times of dronght, prayers are addressed to him, as the giver of rain.  He is
also one of the ten guardian deities of the carth, aud is said to preside in the east.  The reign of ludru is said to be
100 years of the gods, after which another person, from among the gods, giants, or men, by his own merits, raises
himself to the eminence. The sacrifice of a horse 100 times, raises a person to the rank of Indru.— Ward,

47 The kingdom of which NPut,hooru (Muttra) was the capital.

4 An allusion to hawhing, und the hawks returning on hearing the whistle of their keepers.
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rated with pearls of great value, and embraced him as his equal, while cvery persone
united in reciting the praise of Raja Chumput Rae, bestowing high encomiums on his valor
and virtues. These panegyrics, however, served only to excite the envy, jealousy, and
hatred of the different chiefs.

Puhar Singh, feeling enmity towards his benefactor, determined to adopt some method
of effecting his destruction, and said,  Since Raja Chumput has heard so much of his own
praise, he has become proud, arrogant and haughty : if such adulation be the daily theme
of every tongue, my fame, virtues, and good name will never be known or celebrated in
the world.  Raja Chumput therefore is my encmy, whom it is consequently necessary to
destroy. My turning against him will doubtless plcase the Emperor, from whom 1 shall
obtain advancement in rank and dignity, and possibly possession of all the Raja’s domi-
nions.  Were I to attack him openly, and plunder his country, success would be doubt-
ful ; my honor and reputationswould be tarnished, and 1 should be disgraced in the eyes of
the world. It will therefore be txpedient to effect fis downfall by seeret and underhand
means, by which I shall attain the object in view, withoutl incurring danger, or fear of
detection.”  Thus Pubar Singh, unmindful of the benefits he had received from Raja
Chuamput, and all his goodness towards him, basely sought his death. All external, ac-
cording to the proverh, appeared like milk, but within was deadly poison 49 ; for Nirp Pubar
Singh, however (riendly, pleasant, and well disposed in appearance, was in reality full of
ingratitude and perfidy.

In honor of Raja Chumput’s visit, Puhar Singh gave an entertainment to the neigh-
bouring chiefs, supplied the most rare and delicious diet, sparing no expense to render
the feast worthy of bis distinguished guest. The humility, urbanity, and courtesy of
Puhar Singh excited general satisfaction, diffusing feelings of conviviality, friendship,
and good humor. In the course of the repast, a dish of prepared betel was placed
before cach guest. The Rajas who were connected with Raja Chumput were seated
near him; and when the dish was placed before him, they noticed circumstances in-
ducing a suspicion of treachery. A parrot and a mina also which were in the apartment
began fo scream, flutter, and utter strange lamentations, indicating to the wise, prudent
and discerning, that Puhar Singh had a design against the life of Raja Chumput.  Raja
B,hcem, who was in the relation of brother to the Raja, convinced of the intended trea-
chery, and contemplatit’lg the disastrous consequences likely to result from the success of
the nefarious design, exchanged his own dish for that of Raja Chumput. When he had
eaten of it, he retired to his tent, and held secret converse with his friends. The poison
he had swallowed, soon began to operate, and he r,esigned his soul to God. All his triends
lamented his death ; and said, ¢ Alas! Raja B,heem ! He sacriliced his life for the safety

of his brother 0.’

“© Allusive to the custom of administering poison in milk. The late Shumsheer Buhadoor eaused his uncle,
Gunee Bulind sor, to ' poizoned with a dranght of milk, in the fort of Ujee Gurh, in 1802.

“e Prolzhly Raj~ Bheen was his brother-in-law, since his name does not appear awmong the vumber ot the real
brother. of v n o Rae o and the word brother in India is of very general application, people of the sawe vaste,
friend. vc woy nacdeacy, often recciving that appellation.

G
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. The fate of Raja B,heem rendered the perfidy of Puhar Singh apparent to all. In-
iquity is not to be concealed by endeavouring to hide it from public view ; for nothing
can be done unknown to God. He sees the good and evil of every one, and brings the
designs of the wicked to light.

When Pular Singh discovered that his attempt had failed, he sent for a gang of
thieves, and instructed them to assassinate Raja Chumput ; promising to reward them am-
ply on the completion of the deed.  They accordingly consented to act conformable to
his directions, and made arrangements for carrying them into eflect, as soon as the nights
became dark. In order to enter the Raja’s dwelling unobserved, they were provided
with black caps and drawers, with bows and arrows of sable hue, and cachman had a well-
tempered dagger at his waist.  Thus equipped, they proceeded by creeping on the
ground, in order that the noise of their feet might not be heard: and advanced like an
enraged elephant without bells 1. Their color assimilating with the hue of night, enabled
them to elude the watchmen, and reach the Raja’s dwelling unobserved.  On entering,
they proceeded through several apartments, extinguished the Jamp., and paused to consider
where they should go next; and observing a licht in an adjacent building, in which the
Raja slept, they proceeded to it.  The Raja providentially awaking, perceived the shade
of 2 man Passing ; and deliberately taking his bow and discharging an arrow, shot a thief
through the heart. Tn like manner, he wounded ofhers ; but the rest of the ganz rushed
out of the house, and fled. The Raja, accompanicd by some attendants, pursued them to
a considerable distance; but the darkness favouring their escape, they succeeded in

getling off.

After this event, every precantion was adopted for the protection of the Ruja’s per-
son. His mother, who possessed a superior understanding, and was political, prudent, and
circumspect, sent for her son, and said, < Your goodness and generosity, my son, have been
requited by treachery and base ingratitude. By destroying you, Pubar Singh no doubt.
had in view to ingratiate himself with the Emperor, in order that he might rise on your
ruin, It is therefore highly expedient to counteract and subvert his designs, an ohject
to which no measure can be more conducive than soliciting peace and friendship with the
Emperor, who, alter your recent victories, will doubtless he glad to terminate a war in the
Lieart of his empire, and to distinguish yon with rank and dignities : you will thus rise
far above the rancor, treachery and malevolence of Puhar Singh* your sovereignty will
then be established on a solid foundation : peace will diffuse her blessings over your domi-
nions : the glory of your victories and the fame of your name will remain untarnished by a
reverse, and you will realize objects surpassing the most sanguine of your present hopes
and expectations. '

Raja Chumput, convineed of the prudence, policy, and wisdom of his mother’s advice,
determined on sending an embassy to the court of Dihlee. A person well qualified to

s1 Alluding to the gentle tread of the elephant, and to vicious elephants having bells on them iu order to give
notice of their approach.
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perform the functions of that important trust was accordingly ordered to proceed to Shah
Jubanabad 52, where the Emperor received him graciously, and having long felt a desire
1o see the warlike chicf, expressed a wish that Raja Chumput should appear at court ; and
the ambassador was commanded to return, and communicate the Emperor’s desire to the
Raja.

When the ambassador returned, and Raja Chumput became apprized of the success of
Lis mission, the condescension of the Emperor and the advautages which it appeared to
secure, hie lost no time in proceeding to Diblec ; and on being presented 1o His Majesty,
was received with great courlesy and distinction, raised to a military conamand, and
appointed to conduct the siege of Koomhar Gurli.  He accordingly joined, and assumed
the command of the imperial forces, then before that fort; but on which, in consequence
of the incapacity and inexperience of their chiefs and nobles in conducting a siege, they
Lhad made no impression.  Je immediately constructed proper batterics, opened a
lieavy fire, animated the troops by bis personal exertions and example, prosecuted the siege
with vigor, energy, and valor, displaying such talent and ability, that the enemy, f(inding
it impossible to resist the persevering impetuosity with which they were assailed, were
compelled to surrender.  The fame of Rija Chumput was now extolled in the same ratio
that the reputation of the chiefs of the imperial army declined. On the completi®n of this
service, he returned to Diblee, and presented the keys of the fort to the Emperor, by
whom he was honored with expressions of approbation and applause.

The distinguished reception of Raja Chumput however, inflamed the mionds of Pubar
Singh and Dara Shah with envy, malice, and vexation ; and induced them to inveut a
plot in order to effect his disgrace and ruin. Accordingly, Puhar Singh, whosc mind was
ever fertile in wickedness, conveyed stolen property into the Raja’s tent, where, on search
being made, it was found, and then accused him of theft. Like the painter who gives
what is fictitious the appearance of reality ; so Pubar Singh had the art of arraying false-
hood in the semblance of trath.

Raja Chumput, however circumspect, could not elude the machinations of Puhar Singh ;
consequently, rancor and bitter animosity prevailed between them.

Pubar Singh intimated to Dara Shah, that the Emperor had granted the district of
Koonch to Raja Chumput Rae, assessed at three lakhs ; the overplus of which he appro-
priated ; and offered, if Dara Shal would put him in possession of it, to pay immediately into
the inperial treasury uine lakbs of rupees. Dara Shah, pleased with the offer, and allowing
avarice to enter his heart, the disposal of the disi®ict became centred in the wine lakhs
of rupecs.  Forgetful of the rights of friendship, the recompense for attending at the court,
and bearing the Raja’s former rebellion in mind, Dara Shah invested Pubar Singl: with the
district of Koonch.

2 The modern city of Dihlee, so called because it was fortilied and embellisbed by the emperor Shal Juhan,



28

Raja Chumput, incensed, aggrieved, and indignant, went to the Durbar, and address-
ing Dara Shab. said, ¢ When appeals are only made to calamniators,—when merits remain
unnoticed and unrewarded, what are those possessing them to do ? Why is the district of
Koonch given to this assassin? Why am 1 deprived of it, disgraced, and exposed to ruin ?
You profess friendship, and seck my destruction.  But when interest is in view, merit is
overlooked—a hundred veils are then before your eyes.’

Dara Shah, on hearing this speech, was inflamed with rage : his face became red, and
he angrily reviled the Raja, who, indignant at his language, and sensible of the respect to
which he was, by rank, wealth, and power entitled, likewise gave utterance to the impulse
of exasperated feelings: and grasping his sword, retorted with equal virulence, acri-
mony, and asperity ; so that they appeared like two infuriated elephants eager for battle.
The surrounding courtiers werc struck dumb with amazement! The motionless group
resembled a picture ! '

[{ 1

Sree Chuttur Saul, hearing the altercation, came lo his father. On his entry, Dara
Shah descended from his throne, and retired. Raja Champut also withdrew, threw ofl
Lis allegiance, immediately quitted the court; and, beating his drums, which rumbled
through ¥ae country, proceeded to his own dominions. On his arrival at Muhoba, he was
welcomed by his children, relations, and friends ; and, enquiring after the health and
welfare of each, wiped all traces of care and sorrow from their brows. Resuming his go-
vernment, he ruled with absolute away, increased his troops, and provided for their welfare.
The neighbouring chiefs, on receiving news of his hostile preparations, changed color,
and were dismayed. He levied the Clout,h from the adjacent districts, revived the fear and
fame of his arms, the dread and terror of his name. Inaccessible and impregnable for-
tresses resigned the palm of celebrity and fame to his superior renown. Beheld and
admired by all, his glory, like the moon, rose to meridian splendor. diffusing mild radiance
on rich and poor, who delighted to sing the lays and recite the stanzas of the bards and
poets in praise of his deeds, valor, and virtues.

The machinations of Puhar Singh were now well known, and he was branded witL
infamy, disgrace, and contempt.
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CHAP. VI

Concerning the Rebellion of the Imperial Princes, and the Battles of Oojyn
. and D, holpoor.

-

The Emperor Shah Juhan, who was feared and obeyed by all, had four sons. The
name of the first was Dara; the second Shoojaa; the third QOurangzeb, and the fourth
Morad. They were magndnimous, valiant, discerning, and possessed great mental endow-
ments. The Emperor, influchced by parental kindness, aund in order to initiate his three
younger sons in the exercise of sovereign authority, entrusted to each the government of

a province.

When the Emperor had reigned about thirty-two years, finding himself’ borne down
with age and infirmities, and apprehensive, from the imperious and ambitious dispositions
of his younger sons, that they would. after Lis death, aspire to the throne, he determined,
in order to secure the succession to Dara, to proclaim him king in his own lifetime. Dara
Shah accordingly assumed the royal titles; and commanded the princes, viceroys, and no-

bles to appear al court.

When Ourungzeh, Morad, and Shoojaa heard that Dara Shah had assumed the royal
state and power, they felt indignant at the idea of submitting to his authority, refused to
obey, and prepared to assert their own claims to the empire. Morad caused himself to be
proclaimed Emperor, struck coin iu his own name, and prepared to seize the throne.

Ourungzeh also secrelly aspired to sovereign sway ; but more designing and crafty
than Morad, wrote to that prince, declaring that he could never submit to the authority
of Dara; and had tjercfore resolved to depose him; but being himself a man of austere
and religious habits, he had no wish for imperial power or the cares of guvernment, and
was desirous only of devoting his life tothe service of God: but it being important that
there should be some prince well qualified to discharge the functions of royalty, he propos-
ed to seat on the throne Morad himself, than yhom no sovereign could morc become the
diadem, or be better calculated to promote the happiness of his subjecis. Morad felt
extreme joy al the receipt of this letter; but fear, apprehension, and the dictates of
pradence deterred him from trusting implicitly to the word of his brother.  In order,
therefore, to remove suspicion and distrust, establish perfect confidence, hurmony, and
friendship, and render the compact indissoluble, Ourungzeb took the holy Qouran jn his
band, and swore to aid and assist Morad, and seat him on the imperial throne. Having

K
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thus prevailed on his brother to dispel doubt and distrust, mutual confidence, friendship,
and aflection increased, and both princes marched from the Duk,hun on this momentous

enterprize.

Dara Shah, having received accounts of the preparations made by Ourungzeb and
Morad, and of their having quitted the Duk,hun, collected the imperial troops, and ad-
vanced to check their ambitious designs, with an overwhelming foree, and a heavy train
of artillery. On his arrival at D,holpoor, he drew up his guns on the bavk of the Chunibul,
in order to command the ford, and thereby render it impossible for bis brothers to pass.

From the east, the army of Shah Shoojaa, was likewise advancing towards Agra.

The soand of ketile drums, trumpets, and martial instruments proclaimed to rich and
poor the approach of a great and dreadful war between the imperial princes.  Hostile
preparations filled the governors of 'the provinces wita apprehension and  dismay.
The people said, * Warhas fallen in the times : slaughter and destruction impend ; dire and
momentous events are about to ensue.”  When Raja Chumput received the joyful and
heart- wothmu‘ intelligence of discord prevailing among the imperial princes, and of cach
prince '\dv‘mcm"‘ in hostile array towards Agra, his right arm becawe influenced by a
strong pulsation, a sign of impending warfare, and feclings of pleasure and satisfaction
filled his mind ; for the Chuttrees delight in war, and thereby attain celestial beatitude,

At this period the Raja’s scouts brought intelligence, that Ourungzeb %3 had
crossed the Nurbudda, and been opposed near Oontika, i.e. Oojyn, by Mukund Singh

53 ¢¢ O the 22d of April, A. D. 1658, Muha Raja Juswant Singh, by his scouts being apprized of the motions of
He drew up, before daybreak, his army in order of battle, to be ready to
accommodate his dispositions afterwards to the appearance of the enemy's line. He accordingly began the action
with the Moghul cavalry, but these were soon repulsed by the veteran troops of Ourungzeb.  The Muha Raja, who
foresaw the discomfiture of the Moghuls, shewed behind them a front of thirty thousand of hismative troops, the Raj-
poots, in whom he chicfly confided, Aurungzebe, npon seeing this formidable body, drew back from the pursuit, and
restored his line. The Muha Raja advanced with impetuosity, and the Prince met him half way. The shock was
extremely violent, and the rcbels were on the point of giving way, when Morad with his troops just arrived on the
ficld, and attacked the encmy in flank. The victory was snatched from the hands of the Rajpoots. Their prince
disdained to fly.” (Duw,) 1n the Alumgeer Namuh, however, page 4, it is stated Qas) ygu lm‘}b <J UM)uLL‘L
\;’/vs"‘”g \)S ) \ ‘ b —{ that le (Juswunt Singh) fed with such fear and dismay, that he tore off his

Zoonoar, on nrcount of ns wmght (The Zoonnar is the triple thread worn over the shoulders and round the body,
and is symbolical of Brumha, Vishnoo, and Shiva.) *‘ The wings were broken and ruined ; but the centre, animated
by the presence of their prince, stood jts ground ; slaughter and danger increased every moment. Morad was irre-
sistible onthe right flank ; and Aurangzebe, who had Keen upon the point of retreating, advanced again to the charge.
The Rajpoots behaved with their wsual bravery : but they were surrounded on all sides.  The actiou became mixed
and undistinguished. Friends were mistaken for foes, and foes for friends. Uncertainty would have suspended
the sword : but fear made it fall every where. About the setting of the sun, the ficld, covered with fea thousand
dead bodies onthe side of the enemy, was lo.ft to Aurungnhc and Morad.” Dow. In the Alumgeer Namuh,

page 4, it is related, that (S ‘fo wf, Sl 2 0._9}.4.0 ‘..u:. !y Jlye o
S ) jf.«.&) b 9 ¥ ) L f) }I ).u.e ) near six thouband bodies of the enemy were counted by order of

Ourungzeb, who obtained possesslon of all the camp equipage of the Ruja’s army. ¢ The Muha Raja, after the battle
was over, drove his charioz by way of bravado, guile round the army of the victors ; and when it is was proposed

the rebels, was ready to reccive them.
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Hara. The instruments of war were sounded : a furious conflict ensued: The field was
covered with slain: The blood-thirsty sabres committed dreadful havoc in the harvest of
existence ! The gleam of life-taking cimitars was like forked lightning darting into the
enchics’ breasts! while the thunder of cannon hurled bolts of destruction through their
ranks ! In the heat of the battle, Mukund Singh Hara deposited his life with God. The
high-minded chiefs, heroic warriors, and valiant soldiers of his army, like those abandoned
by fortune. fell around his body ! After this sanguinary battle, Ourungzeb entered Oon-
tika, took possession of the country, and resuming his march, proceeded towards
Agra, with the impetuosity of a storm.

When the combined forces of Qurungzeb and Morad approached the Chumbul, the
intelligence which arrived of the extensive preparations made by Dara Shah for their
receplion at Dholpoor 81, damped the ardor of the troops, dilfusing panic and dismay
through their ranks. They sgid, ¢ How perilous and dreadful are the times! Who can fore-
tel the extent of the havoe, and destruction of the day of battle ! How many valiant war-
riors will then be numbered with the dead P

When Ourungzeb became apprized of the feeling of apprehension and dread which
prevailed, he casthis discerning eye through his ranks, in order to discover those Who might
be susceptible of fear from the impetuosity of warlike movements, and the number on

that a party should be detached in pursuet of that priuce, be replied, Let the wounded hoar have time to fly.”” Dow’s
discrepancies are here obtruded on our notice. It would have been gratifying to the curiosity of the present day,
had Colonel Dow favored us with a drawing, or,at least a deseription of the Raja's chariot ; since, as the Chawm-
pugne and Eh,ha are of modern invention, we are left to conclude thut it muyt have been a Rut,h, or the covered
conveyance used by native ladies.  In the Military Repository, No. 1, page 35, mention is made by Colonel Pearse
of Licut. Colonel Dow as the translator of a miserable history of Hindoostau, and the author of two wretched plays;
and in Sir Nathaniel Wraxall's ¢ History of my own Times,” he stutes, that Sir W. Jones had told him that he knew
Dow, who auderstood little or nothing of Persian, and that his history was translated into Hindoostanee by a native,
from whose information the Colonel’s work was framed. Under such circumstances, it is creditable to him that
he got through it so well.

3t See Dow, vol. il

1t wonld be uselessly inereasing the size of this work, to cite from Dow's History of Hindoostan, the account
he gives of the battles referved to in these pages.  But 1 have nevertheless deemed it due to the cause of history to
notice such parts of his work as obviously appear to he erroncous,

He states, that ©* Settur Sael, one of the chiefs of the Rajpoots, at the head of 5000 horse, fell in sword in hand
with Aurungzebe,whose son Moohumud commanded under the prinee, and opposed the Rajpoots with great bravery,
A conflict ensued, and the Rajpoots began to file off, when 2heir leader engaged persanally with Shak Mookwmud*.
The Rajpoots strove to cover their Chief, but he was cut down by the sabre of Moohumud.” Thus, Dow
makes Moohummud, the son of Ourungzeb, kill his ally Chuttur Saul, whom he represents as in confederacy
with Dara. Part of his information was probably drawn from the Alumgeer Namuh, page 6, where mention
is ulso made of the death of Chuttur Saul, which, however, is abundantly disproved in the nubsequent. pages,
where it will also appear, that soe time after this batule, Chuttuy Saul was only in his 13th year ; consequentiy it is
not probable that he conld have been personally opposed to ary one on that occasion. The Alumgeer Namuh states,
that ¢ Roostum Khan and Rao Suttur Saul and Raja Ruo Singh of the Rathor tribe, and other chicfs of the army of
Dara Shukooh, became the butt of the arrows of {ate, i. e. were hilled.

- . o N . . . . R .
Sl

InBernier's History of the lute Revolution of the Mogul Empire, page 60, it is mentioned, that ““ at a particylar

crisis Dara was wformed that Roostum Khan and Chuattur Saul were hilled.”

* The words in Italics are here and elsewhere so inscrted by the translator.
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whom he could implicitly depend. He then consulted his chicls and nobles on the threat-
ening aspeet and alarming erisis of his affairs. Perceiving their opinions influenced by
reserve and a strong sense of impending danger, he contemplated his perilous situation in
every view ; but no ray of hope appeared to brighten his prospects, or dispel the cloud of
apprehension which dwelt on his mind. It was then too late to recede; he therefore de-
termined to meet his fate with becoming fortitude and intrepidity.

In the midst of these perplexities, it suddenly occurred to him, that Raja Chumput
had the weans of alfording the aid and assistance which he so much required: he accord-
ingly addressed him a letter, written with much courtesy and condescension, soliciting his
alliance, and inviting him to join in the war. Raja Chumput received the letter with
great demonstrations of joy. expressed his readiness to unite with the prince, issued
orders for assembling his troops, and procceded to jointhe army of Ourungzeb, with
forces overwhelming as the successive waves of the ocean.

“ "

When the standard of Raja Chumput was perceived from afar, the scouts hastened
to impart the joyful intelligence to Ourungzeb, who, elated at the glad tidings, began to
anticipae the completion of his wishes, dispatched numerous messengers to communicate
to the Raja the pleasure and gratification which he felt at his approach, and to invite him
without restraiut or delay to his presence.

Desirous, however, of posiponing the interview, the Raja did not accede to the wish
of the prince, who was therefore induced to dispatch Bahadoor Khan, to remove any ap-
prehension, fear, or distrust which might hang over the Raja’s mind; and to promise cvery
advantage which he could reasonably expect, on the successful termination of the war.
Babadoor Khan accordingly went to the Raja, and represented that the prince was in
anxious expectation of the interview which he had so long and ardently desived, that the
proximity of the foe rendered procrastination perilous and unwise, and, therefore, urged
the expediency and propriety of his immediately proceeding to the Prince. The Raja
accordingly consented to accompany Bahadoor Khan to pay his respects to Qurungzeb,
who received him with such courteous urbanity and gracious condescension, that joy
and confidence sparkled in the Raja’s eyes.

Ourungzeb, courteously addressing him, said, * Have you not heard that Dara Shah has
collected an army, and come to ofter battle on the bank of the Chumbul, which heh as
strongly fortified, commanding the ford with a heavy train of artillery ? To attempt to
force it, would be rashness ; defeat wquld be inevitable; but still, the river must be pass-
ed, or all my designs aud hopes will fail: advise me then, O Raja! Lhow to act; for I
am at a loss what measure to adopt.’

Raja Chumput replicd, ¢ Let not apprehension dwell on your royal mind. Your ser-
vant will conduct the army to another ford; and in case it should also be occupied by
Dara Shah, we must fight him there : and, by the blessing of God, victory will crown our
exertions.’
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When Ourungzeh heard of another 35 ford, he expressed great surprise and deligft.
The Raja rejoined, < Prepare, O valiant king ! to seize the throne. Raja Chumput ;vas
accordingly appointed to lead the van ; and marching that night by another route, conducted
the army across the river without opposition. The gloom which had previously overhung
the brow of Ourungzeb was now dispelled : joy and gladness beamed from his eyes,
diffusing confidence throughout the camp.

When Dara Shah received intelligence that Ourungzeb, joined by Raja Chumput,
Lad crossed the river, he was much appalled : and on hearing the Raju’s name, bit his
beard from the impulse of rage and vexation, and said, < If T have any valiant chief, let
Lim oppose and subdue Raja Chumput.’

The army of Ourungzeb advanced : the van was led by Chuttar Saul, whose daunt-
less intrepidity and disregard of the shot which fell around, elicited general admiration.
In ancient times, there was a*Dconamed Tripoot, who built a palace in heaven, where he
exercised such arbitrary and tyrannic sway, that even the wind, without his leave, dared
not to blow. His injustice and oppression at length, however, induced Roodr, i. e. Muha-
deo, to kill him. Maladeo, in the act of slaying Tripoor, conveys an apt idea of, Ourungzeb
and Dara Shab, in the dreadful battle which ensued. The kettle-drums on both sides,
rumbled from afar! Trumpets and other martial instruments sounded nearer, war’s shrill
clarion! When the armies met, dreadful as the blast of the last trumpet were the shouts
and clamor which rent the air, and filled the vast concave of heaven with the din of war.
Heads flew ofl'! and arrows, those teeth of fate, fell in showers. Iorsemen and elephants,
guns and men in armour, were promiscuously mingled with those on foot. 'When Raja
Chumput’s matchlocks and artillery came into action, thousands of the enemy forsook their
lives, and fell on the plain; satiating, with their carcases, the birds and beasts of prey. Raja
Chumpat acquired fresh distinction, fame, and glory. Mahadeo appeared on the field with
a chaplet of the skulls of the slain round his neck. The van of Dara Shal’s army, com-
manded by Wulee Bahadoor Khan, unaccustomed to the persevering valor, vigor, and im-
petuosity of Boondclas, became appalled, threw down their arms, and fled.  In the midst
of the hattle, the martial bands struck up the strains of victory. Dara Shah had left the
field! Thus terminated ihis sanguinary and momentous conflict, in which so many thou-
sands lost their lives, and which won the throne for Ourungzeb, whose sovereignty was
from that day established.

#* This is corroborated in Bernier’s Uistory of the late Revolution of the Empire of the Great Mogul, page 52,
““ He (Dara) goeth forth, briskly taketh horse, and scizetl on the passage of the river Ichumbul, which is ahout 20
miles from Agra, where be fortificth himself, expecting his enemy. But the subtle crafty fakeer (Ourungzeh), who
wanted no good spies and people, that gave him intelligence of all, and who knew that the passage was there difli-
cnlt, took good heed to attempt the forcing it.  He came to encamp himself near it, so that from the camp of
Dara, one might discover his teuts. But what doth he in the mean time 2 He inveigles a certain rebel 1.j. called
Chempet, presents him richly, and promiscth him a thousand fine things, if he would let him pass throush his ter-
ritories.  Chempet agreeth, and offers of his own accord, that he would himself attend him, and sh: v the way
through the woods and hills of Lis country, &c.”” Dow however tells us, that Skaistic Khar wnformct Quiungzeb,
that the only meuns left him, was to leave his camp standing to amuse Dara, and to march through the hills by &
bye-road, which two chiefs who were directed to attend him in the evening would point out,

K



34

A few days after the battle, he entered the city of Ukburabad, or Agra, and Dara Shah
fled towards Dihlee, to raise another army. When Ourungzeb ascended the throne, he
distinguished Raja Chumput with great honors, granted him a munsub, or command, of
twelve thousand men, and a Jageer free of revenue, from Oorch,ha to Molkunarus, and
thence to the Jumna.

In a former war, a horse belonging to Bahadoor Khan had been captured, and finding
it in the possession of Raja Chumput, he applied to him for it ; offering in exchange, the
horse, sword, and accoutrements of a nephew of the Raja, who had been killed in action.
The Raja felt offended at the proposal, alluding to his nephew’s death, and assuming
a haughty mien, replied, that the horse having heen taken in battle, should on no account
be restored ; and desired that the subject might not be revived. Buhadoor Khan was
about to reply ; but finding that he had given umbrage, deemed it prudent to be silent.

At this period, a ramour prevailed: that Shah Soojaa was advancing with a powerful
army from the eastward, and that he had crossed the Ganges at Allahabad. In conse-
quence of this information, Ourungzeb commanded Buhiadoor Khan to procecd with his
troops in that direction ; and marched himself with such celerity, that tho dust raised by
his horses reached the skies.

Raja Chumput not having accompanied Buhadoor Khan, a messenger was dispatched
to demand the reason of his remaining in the rear, when the Emperor was marching to
battle ; and to inform him, that in case of farther delay, his munsub would be resumed ; and
the messenger, in continuation, added, ‘ If you refuse, you will effect your own destruction.’
Raja Chumput, on receiving this intimation, became highly incensed, and angrily re-
plied, ‘I resign the munsub, abandon the alliance and the service of the Emperor;’ and
with an offended mind, raised his standard, beat the drum of march, and returned to his

own dominions *0,

&6 Raja Chumput could hardly have abandoned the alliance in consequence of his having been offended with
Buliadoor Khan about the horse.  am therefore inclined to think that he refused taking a part in the impending
battle,in order that Qurungzeb and Shoojan might, by weakening each other, enable him, in co-operation with Raja
Juswunt Singh, to obtain over those princes an casy victory, with a view of subverting their power and the im-
perial dynasty. For a corroboration of this idea, aud a description of the battle of Kitujwa, sce Dow, vol, iii.
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CHAP. VII.

Concerning the Defeat of Soobh Kurun, and the Death of Shujjan Rac
and his Fam:ly.

B

WHEN Raja Chumput, displeased with the Emperor Ourungzeb, had returned to his
own dominions, he collected the whole of his army, attacked and laid waste the town of
Buhrecr, and contemplating schemes of plunder, retired to the fort of Jyruch,h, where he

found it convenient to remain. » .

The governors of the adjacent districts, alarmed at the designs and proximity of the
Raja, applied for support to the Emperor, who, adverting to the different rebellions ex-
cited by Raja Chumput. Rae, and being then firmly seated on the throne, and wihout any
thing to apprchend, deemed it a favorable juncture for reducing the rebels to obedience,
and with this view, appointed a Boondela, named Soobh Kurun, governor of Boondel-
khund, and commanded twenty-two nobles, on whom were conferred special marks of royal
favor, {o proceed with a large force in order to establish the authority of the new gover-
nor. Soobh Kuran, pleased with his appointment, immediately collected his forces, and
marched to besiege the fort of Jyruch,h.

When Raja Chumput heard the drum of war, he prepared for baitle, and proceeded to
meet the foc.  As the Raja approached, the engagement began, and soon became general.
Raja Chumput rained such showers of arrows from the cloud of his bow, that the
butt formed of enemies’ breasts, was filled with the well-tempered barbs ! His valiant
chiefs and high-minded warriors, firm and resolute, cqually disregarding themselves and
the number of the enemy, advanced, slaying as they went ! Raja Chumput was always near
the foe, of whom he slew so many, that the account transcends description. His fighting,
indeed, could only be cqmpared to that of Urjoon, who excelled his brothers and every
other warrior, in archery and warlike feats, and whose extreme power, strength, and
vigor, enabled him to aid even Indru himself! to whom Raja Chumput might be assimi-
lated ; for, with one arrow, he would slay two men clad in armour, and kill elephants and
horses with equal facility ! .

A chicf, wishing to exhibit his bravery and equestrian dexterity, darted from the
ranks of Soob,h Kuran, and began to prance, and display his horsemanship in front of the
Raja, who, in order to punish his vanity and presumption, discharged aun arrow, which
entered the horse’s head, passed through his body, and brought the animal to the ground,
where he immediately expired. The chief who was on him, having used abusive language,
was killed with the thrust of a spear.
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Soob,h Kurun, unable to prevail, drew off his forces, and attacked the fort of Shah
Gurh, which became celebrated for the success with which it resisted the imperial army.
Thus the valor, skill, and address of Chumput Rae again subverted the schemecs of the
Emperor, while the Raja remained unmolested, and in full possession of his country.

This tranquillity, however, did not long continue ; for, troops, overwhelming as the
waves of the sea, invaded Boondelk,hund, harassed and embarrassed Raja Chumput, and
forced him to retire to the fort of D,hurounee. On his arrival in its vicinity, he discovered
the encampment of a chief of the imperial army, named Buuka, who, having received
intimation of the Ruja’s retreat, had hastened to intercept it. A furious encounter accord-
ingly ensued. The intrepid leaders had sworn by the name of Raja Chumput not to
recede, and therefore fought with such irresistible fury and impetuosity, that the Ufghans
were beat back; an advautage however, which was dearly obtained; for many of the
Raja’s chiefs were mortally, or severely, wounded. The Raja, determined to strike a deci-
sive blow, again assailed the cnemy’s line ; and desperate fighting and dreadful slaughter
ensucd. He charged the army of Buuka sword in hand, and performed such prodigies
with his bloodthirsty sabre, that the enemy was compelled to give way.

Althbugh broken and dispersed, Bunka’s valiant chiefs rallied their forces, and tak-
ing the saddles from their horses, held them before their faces, as shields, to ward off the
showers of arrows, balls and bullets, which fell with the violence and impetuosity of rain
in a storm. Their chiefs arrogantly called out to the Raja’s troops to sabmit, and
acknowledge their superiority, or they would slay both them and Chumput Rae. The
Raja, hearing their insolent bravadoes, give way to the impulse of rage and indignation
by discharging arrows, possessing the quality of feeding on the blood of enemies’ breasts,
their bright points gleaming as they passed through the air !

The enemy, with a shout, again rushed forward, and were received by Raja Chum-
put, whose warlike exploits and brilliant exertions elicited general admiration ; for, being -
descended from Raja Punchum, he never felt fear or dismay ; and, although he bore the
eschars of numerous wounds, every moment longed for war!

His mighty exertions, indeed, in this hard fought battle, resembled those of Raja
B,heem Syn of old. He defeated the army of Bunka, slew numbers of his soldiers, and
vied in fame with Soopurnu®?, or Gorooru, at the time of seizing the Imreeta, or water of

%7 Soopurnu signifies, He whose feathers arc'of the colour of gold. Gorooru, He who swallows serpents. This
god, with the head and wings of a bird, and the rest of his body like that of a man, is called the klng of the birds,
and the carrier of Vishnoo. In some respects, Gorooru resembles Mercury, in his having wings, and being the
messenger of Vishnoo, as Mercury was of Jupiter. Vinutu, the wife of Kushyupu, laid an egg, and became the
mother of this bird god. Jupiter is said to be cnamonred of the goddess Nemesis, in the shape of a goose, und
that she laid an egg, from which was born Helen. As soon as Gorooru was born, his body expanded until it touck-
ed the sky; all the other animals were terrified at himn,  His eyes were like lightning. The mountains fled with
the wind of his wingy, and the rays which issued from his body set the four quarters of the world ou fire. The
affnghted gods sought the help of Ugnee, conceiving that Gorooru must be an incarnation of that god. In
consequence of a dispate between Vinutu and Kudroo, the mother of the serpents, a continual enmity subsisted
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immortality. Gorooruis the name of the king of animals, the eagle on which Vishnoo ride%,
at the sound of whose name snakes flee, in remembrance of the execution he did among
them in the Muhabharat, as did the enemy from Raja Chumput ; for Buunka turned his
back on the field, and Raja Chumput obtained a glorious victory. He next proceeded to
Unghoree, whither he was closely followed by Soobh Kurun. Debee Sing,h, the Raja
of that town, desirous of remaining neuter, retired on the approach of the hostile armies,
and encamped at some distance, for the ostensible purpose of hunting.

Raja Chumput, finding himself thus closely pursued and surrounded, blockaded the
roads and streets, and prepared for a vigorous defence. Soobh Kurun surrounded the town
with his troops; and Raja Chumput, finding himself much barassed, hampered, and dis-
tressed, and averse to oppose Soobh Kurun on account of the numbers of Boondelas who
filled his ranks, was desirous of making peace.

With this view, he wrote to Sujjan Rae to join him, in order to assist him with his
counsel, in conclucing the proposed treaty ; and in reference to his rupture with the Em-
peror, added, that ¢ His Majesty, unmindful of the aid and assistance which T afforded him
in his days of difliculty and distress, enabling him to defeat Dara Shah, and gascend the
throne, now attacks me with inveterate animosity, and overwhelms me with innumerable
troops. My brethren too are all wounded, and I have arrived at an advanced age, hitherto
untarnished by a stain of dishonor, and am now subjected to the painful alternative of mak-
ing war with my own countrymen; for, even if victorious, what shall 1 gain but loss of
honor and reputation, by afferding an opportunity for every one to brand me with having
fought and destroyed my brethren. O! Sujjan Rae! The Ahnighty has hitherto pre-
served me from the shame, ignominy, aud anguish of fighting my countrymen! But what
alternative have 1? Come and advise me, whether 1 shall make war or peace! for,
although 1 have no apprehension of the result of the campaign, yet, under the influence
of existing circumstances, I long for peace.’

Sujjan Rae was enjoying the pleasures of the chace when he received this communi-
cation, and was, at first, inclined to doubt the sincerity of Raja Chumput in desiring

peace; but, convinced that he never uttered an untruth, he immédiately procceded to join

him.
»

Soobh Kurun received the proposal for peace with great joy, and a time and place
were fixed for concluding the treaty. Raja Chumput accordingly proceeded from Unghoree

between the descendants of those females, and Goroora obtained permission from one of the gods to devour all
the serpents he could find. When the Hindoos lie down to sleep, they repeat the name of Gorooru three times, to
obtain protection from snakes. The mother of Gorooru in the above dispute having laid a wager, and bemy the
loser, was veduced to a state of servitude to her sister ; and the serpent, wishing to become immortal, prouwused to
liberate his mother, on condition that Goroora shonld bring Chundru (the moon), whose bright parts ke Rin-
doos say, are filled with the water of immortality. He accordingly, after surmounting astonishing danzers, seized
the moon, and concealed it under his wing ; but on his return, was attacked by Iudra and the other guids, all of
whom, however, except Vishnoo, he overcame, and even he was so severely put to it in the contest, that he came to
terms with Gorooru, who was made immortal,— Ward.

L
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to Deedpoor, where Chattur Saul, in the bloom of youth and health, went to meet his father.
Sujjan Rae also arrived ; but the terms of peace were so humiliating and derogatory, that
Raja Chumput decidedly preferred war ; for it appeared, that Soohh Kurun, in accepting
the government of the province, was influenced by the design of securing for himself
the principality of Qorch,ha. War, therefore, however deprecated, was infinitely preferable
to a ruinous and disgraceful peace ; an opinion in which Sujjan Rae fully concurring, Raja
Chumput made immediate arrangements for a renewal of hostilities.

When Soobl Kurun found that the negociation had broken off, he advanced to give
battle. Raja Chumput allowed the army to approach close, and received them with showers
of arrows, like thunderbolts, and a general discharge of fire arms, occasioning such
slaughter and confusion, that no person could find another.  The disorder and dismay
were so general, that although Soobh Kurun adopted several expedients to retrieve the
disaster, none succeeded; and, he was accordingly obliged, after sustaining a heavy loss,
to quit the field. Disheartened and defiressed in mind, at finding all his plans counteracted
and rendered abortive by the superior talent, encrgy, and prudence of Raja Chumput, he
was induced to transmit a petition to the Emperor ; representing the unscttled state of
Boondelkbund, his inability to subdue the rebels and restore tranquillity, and finally sug-
gesting the expediency of the Emperor bimself leading his victorious army in that

direction.

His Majesty, impressed with the same opinion, was accordingly induced to proceed
to Boondelkhund; and Soobh Kurun hastened to the imperial camp, in order to pay his
obeisance to the Emperor; and Sujjan Rue deemed it advisuble to proceed with him, for

the same purpose.

His Majesty, considering it proper to remove Soobh Kurun from a province which he
had been unable to rule, appointed him to the government of the Dukhun, whither he was
commanded to repair.  About this period, a letter was received from an oflicer, named
Namdar Khan, who had been honored with the Emperor's coufidence, representing that he
had veccived a visit from Rutun Shah, one of the sons of Raja Chumput Rae, soliciting
terms of peace, and reqiesting His Majesty’s instructious on the subject. Directions were
accordingly seut to place Rutun Shali in confinement ; but that chiel, receiving intimation
of the Emperor’s intention, left the place. v

The policy of Sujjan Rae, in tendering his allegiance to the Emperor, not answering
his expectations, and finding himself neglected, unnoticed, and unknown, and deeming it
unwise to remain where no friend, relation, or acquaintance dwelt, he determined to quit
the court, and accordingly proceeded to Oorch,ha, where be expected a courteous and wel-

come reception.

On his arrival, he was apprized by Ranee Heeradee, that having tendered her allegi-
ance to the Emperor, whose cause she had espoused, no treachery, or breach of faith, could
on her part, be expected; and his friends and relations recommended him to seek safety,
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as they had done, by submitting, ere it were too late, to the imperial authority. This
repulsed, he proceeded to Deedpoor to await any favorable change which circumstances
might effect.

Ranee Heeradee ordered her officers to hold her troops in readiness for service, and
proceeded with them to Jeytra, whence she detached two parties, with directions to ad-
vance rapidly, and invest the fort of Deedpoor.

Raja Sujjan Rae, little expecting an attack, for which, in his judgment, be had given
no cause, had made no preparation for his defence ; and had only three soldiers with him,
while he was as<ailed by thousands, who took possession of the town, and closely invested
the fort, from which however, he kept up a fire until his ammunition was expended, and
then discharged arrows until every quiver was empty.

The assailants. sounding their warlike inst.rum(:nis, proceeded to the assault, and were
met by the three warriors, who had gone out to seek an honorable death. One of them,
uamed Monolur Jusoundee, fought sword in hand, in the midst of the enemy, of whom he
slew so many, that the account exceeds belief. Another, named Pandec Pundite fought for
his master till covered with wounds ; still neither would recede, it being a principle of re-
ligion fo fight for a master until you are cut into pieces, small as linseed : for you then
enter the mansions of bliss through the sun, and are absorbed iuto Brimh. In short, they
sought, and obtained a glorious death.

The army persevering in the assault, the Thakoor Ranees, or wives of Sujjan Rae,
made a large lire, threw themselves into the flames, and sacrificed their lives, rather than
endure the ignomy of falling into the enemy’s hands. The Sun and the Soors were amaz-
ed at the resolution and intrepidity with which they resigned their lives, and uttered ex-
clamations of admiration and applause. Sujjan Rae, who was badly wounded, said,
¢ They have performed an act of heroism and fortitude, which can be equalled by few !
What is there in this world, to render one partial to life?” and drawing his dagger,
plunged it in his howels, and expired.

At this period Ungud Rae, Rutun Shah, and Chuttur Saul dwelt in the town of Mu-
hoba, beloved by all. ®huttur Saul, then in his thirteenth year, was eminent for skill in
hunting, and delighted in the pleasures of the chase.

When the approach of the imperial army rendered their situation perilous, Ungud
Rae prevailed on Chuttur Saul to retire from the'scene of warlike operations, and dwell
with his uncle, an arrangement with which he reluctantly complied.

After the fall of Deedpoor, the Ranee’s troops, in conjunction with the imperial army,
advanced on Qorch,ha, where Raja Chumput was encamped. The Raja being then ill. Lad
no intimation of their approach, or no force could have surprized him, whose vigilance,
foresight, and precaution were so well known.
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CHAP. VIIIL

Respecting the Deatl of Raja Chumput, gnd the Events relating thereto.

WEN the imperial army approached Oorch,ha, Raja Chumput retired to Jutwareen.
The army halted at Oorchha three days, endeavouring to gain intelligence of him, but
without success. Though suffering severely from the daily return of an ague, and attend-
cd by only five and twenty horsemen, he resolved to hasten to Sulira, in order to seek an
asylum with Raja Indramun, the chief of that state : fory in former times, Indramun had
incurred the Emperor’s displeasure, and been seized and imprisoned for slaying an oflicer,
named Shah Malik, who beld a post under the imperial government. But Raja Chumpat,
being then at court, and in high favor with the Emperor, interceded in his behalf, and ob-
tained both his pardon and the restoration of his territory. Raja Indramun, grateful for
the friendly intercession and mediation of Raja Chumput, vowed inviolable friendship
and attachment to him: and Raja Chumput, bearing this circumstance in mind, and in
want of an ally and a friend, determined, in his present distress, to seek a place of refuge
in his country.

He accordingly, on retiring from Qorch,ha, travelled in that direction ; and after tra-
versing a great extent of country, and his_horses and followers being nearly cxhausted with
hunger and fatigue, he was induced to dismount, in order to afford them an opportunity
of taking the rest and food which they so much required. They had not, however, long
enjoyed their repose, when they werc suddenly roused to exertion by the approaching
sound of kettle-drums ; and before they could resume their journey, the imperial army
came in sight. Raja Chumput observed, that his fate appeared to be drawing to a crisis,
and that it would now be difficult to escape ; and opening his quiver, prepared {o meet his
foes. The partly, however, mounted their horses, and retired; but no cover or place of
ambush appearing, the Raja was unable to dispose of himself and ‘followers to advantage.
Trusting in God, the disposer of cvents, and the great provider of all, they proceeded un-
till they came to a river, which aflorded a casual, but transient security; for, at the moment
the Raja had crossed it, a person, who .afterwards proved to be Raja Indramun, mounted
on a tazee horse, arrived at the opposite side.

The animal, however, would not enter the water, but remained rearing, and obstinate-
ly receding from it. The enemy, in this interval, arrived; and Indramun, finding himself
surrounded, and escape impossible, dismounted, drew Lis sword, and determined to resist
till the last; and, for some time, fought with great valor and intrepidity : but being over-
powered by numbers, obtained rest and repose in heaven.






